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Inter-American Court of Human Rights Holds 176th Regular Session in Guatemala  

From May 19 - 23, the 176th regular session of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights took 
place in Guatemala City, the report of which can be found here. The session was composed of 
judicial hearings, round table collaborative discussions, and meetings between court members 
and government officials such as President Arévalo, all focusing on human rights. Three of the 
hearings were public and related to other Latin American countries, while the other five hearings 
were private and involved Guatemala: 

Caso Rodríguez Revolorio y otros Vs. Guatemala 

In 2019, the Guatemalan state was found at fault for subjecting prisoners to conditions not in line 
with international human rights standards. The court ordered that the state must not only make 
changes to improve conditions in the prison “El Infiernito”, but also report and present proof of 
these positive changes. The court sought to hear information regarding the changes and efforts 
made to ensure that what occurred would not be repeated. 

Caso Chinchilla Sandoval y otros Vs. Guatemala 

In 2016, the Guatemalan state was found at fault for failing to provide support and conditions 
suitable for Ms. Chinchilla, who suffered from illnesses and a physical disability. This came after 
she died as a result of falling from a wheelchair while at a women's guidance center, due to 
insufficient infrastructure for wheelchair travel. The court sought to hear information regarding 
how the center has made changes to ensure that the staff provide the necessary care and 
protections for vulnerable people under their care.  

Caso Extrabajadores del Organismo Judicial Vs. Guatemala 

In 2021, the Guatemalan state was found at fault for violating the rights of 65 judicial branch 
employees for firing them after their participation in a strike. They were fired due to the strike 
being deemed illegal; however, this goes against the rights of the workers, such as freedom of 
association. The court sought to hear information regarding the analysis of why the strike was 
wrongfully deemed illegal, and the distribution of monetary compensation to the victims, an 
action ordered under the original decision.  
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Caso Cuscul Pivaral y otros Vs. Guatemala 

In 2018, the Guatemalan state was found at fault for violating the rights of 49 people living with 
HIV. Specifically, the state failed to provide sufficient and accessible medical treatment for these 
people, depriving them of their rights to health and personal integrity. The court sought to hear 
information on the various forms of reparations demanded, such as immediate medical 
treatments for the victims and their families and the development of better mechanisms to ensure 
the accessibility of medical treatments and HIV testing.  

Caso Pueblos indígenas Maya Kaqchikel de Sumpango y otros Vs. Guatemala 

In 2021, the Guatemalan state was found at fault for violating the freedom of expression of 
various indigenous towns. People in the towns broadcasted cultural community programming via 
the radio, but were stopped from doing so under the pretense of violating telecommunications 
laws. The court sought to hear information regarding the fulfillment of the reparations ordered, 
such as pardoning anyone condemned for using the radio frequencies in those towns, and freely 
allowing the communities to operate their stations.  
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