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A Coordinated Attack: Corruption in the Cases
Against President Arévalo

In a process that began before President Bernardo Arévalo even entered office,
Guatemala’s Public Ministry has filed 18 legal charges against the president, as well as
members of his administration. The people involved, or the “Pacto de los Corruptos,” is an
“entrenched network of criminal enterprises and political and business elites that expanded
their use of state power after a UN-backed anti corruption commission was shut down in
2019.”" The complaints are filed, cases handled, and arrest warrants signed by known
anti-democratic actors sanctioned by the United States government and European Union. In
the European Council’s press release detailing the sanctions it states “The Council is
particularly concerned about continued attacks against the democratically elected government
of President Arévalo and the misuse of legal and procedural measures to target elected
officials.” These cases against President Arévalo are crucially important because five of them
are now in the Appeals Chamber of the Supreme Court, as judges consider whether to remove
his immunity. The situation in Guatemala is alarming. Investigations being led by individuals
internationally sanctioned for corruption aim to push Arévalo from office. It could only take
one case to strip his immunity and open the door to rule by Guatemala's most corrupt.

The Semilla Corruption Case and the Public Ministry
The first and most important figure in the “Pacto de los Corruptos” is the Attorney
General of Guatemala and head of the Public Ministry, Consuelo Porras. Porras has been
sanctioned by the European Union and United States governments for engaging in “significant
corruption,” and her actions were described by a US State Department representative as fitting “a
pattern of behavior that indicates a lack of commitment to the rule of law and independent,

judicial, and prosecutorial processes.”” As the head of the Public Ministry, she oversees every
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criminal process against President Arévalo’s administration. Below her is the Special Prosecutors
office Against Impunity (FECI), led by Rafael Curruriche, another official sanctioned by the US
and EU. The US State Department Corrupt and Anti-Democratic Actors Report explains that
Curruriche “obstructed investigations into acts of corruption by disrupting high-profile
corruption cases against government officials.”

The FECI under Curruriche manages the Semilla Case. The Semilla Case is the Public
Ministry’s main investigation into President Arévalo’s party and is responsible for most of the
charges against current and former Semilla Party members. Public Ministry officials contend that
the party was improperly registered when it was formed in 2018. Other charges are also
encompassed in the case, such as an alleged failure to register and account properly for campaign
funds and other improprieties.

These cases against former and current Semilla members are riddled with irregularities
and often follow the same trajectory. Most of the arrest warrants against Semilla Party members
were signed by Judge Fredy Orellana, another official sanctioned by the United States and
European Union. Orellana was the judge who ordered the Citizen Registry to suspend the legal
status of the Semilla Party in 2023 and is described by the European Union as having
“undermined democracy, the rule of law or the peaceful transfer of power in Guatemala.” In the
case against Eleonora Noemi Castillo Pinzon, the former sub registrar of citizens for the
Supreme Electoral Tribunal accused of disobeying a judicial order to suspend Semilla’s
registration in 2023, the Guatemalan Supreme Court has twice been forced to annul arrest
warrants signed by Judge Orellana and “expressed concern” over his actions.’

The only warrant not signed by Judge Orellana in the Semilla Case pertained to the
investigation of Félix Alvarado, the former Communications Minister. He is accused of money
laundering, though no public descriptions of his supposed crimes are available. On November

17th, two of Alvarado’s properties were raided by the Public Ministry. It appears that the
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prosecutors and judge involved in the case are attempting to conceal their identities, as the arrest
warrant was simply signed “Judge B.”°

The search was particularly concerning, as among Alvarado’s possessions taken by the
Public Ministry were his passports, even though there are no current warrants that would justify
taking his personal belongings. This is alarming because seemingly the Public Ministry is
attempting to stop Alvarado from leaving the country.

The investigations by the Public Ministry are not limited to political officials, however;
early this May the Public Prosecutor’s Office announced a new investigation into, not only the
president, but his brother. Accusing his brother of handing over control of Guatemalan ports to
Chinese companies, the Public Ministry raided three of his properties in Puerto Quetzal.” By
investigating both his political allies and his family, the Public Ministry appears to be waging a
campaign of intimidation and drawing an ever tighter net around Arévalo. These cases against
Arévalo, his family, and current and former officials are all connected: they are attempts to find
justification for removing President Arévalo’s immunity. And if the Public Ministry is able to

strip the president’s immunity, President Arévalo could be removed from office.

The Foundation Against Terrorism and Union for Education Workers of Guatemala

Aside from the Public Ministry, one of the most important figures in the legal battle
against President Arévalo 1s Ricardo Méndez Ruiz. Ruiz is the head and founder of an
EU-sanctioned right-wing legal group, the so-called Foundation Against Terrorism (FCT). The
FCT was formed in conjunction with lawyer Moises Galindo and five other former military
officers in response to the International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala’s
investigation of illegal militant groups, known as parallel powers.®

The son of a military general who was active in Guatemala’s internal armed conflict in
which more than 200,000 people were killed, Méndez Ruiz has been a plaintiff in numerous

cases against judges overseeing war crimes trials and anti-corruption officials attempting to bring
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cases against entrenched power structures. Now, the FCT and Ruiz have begun a similar
campaign against President Arévalo.

The FCT’s lawfare campaign against Arévalo began after the election in 2023, as the
Public Ministry attempted to remove President Arévalo’s immunity for alleged election fraud.’
The President’s assumption of office only spurred Ruiz and Galindo. First, in March of 2024,
they filed a complaint with the Public Ministry, accusing the president of illegally appointing
government officials. A few days later they lodged complaints against the president for sedition
and abuse of authority for “publicly attacking” Attorney General Porras. A month later, they
again filed an abuse of authority complaint, this time accusing the president of attempting to
remove Consuelo Porras from her position as attorney general.

In addition to the FCT, the Union of Education Workers of Guatemala (STEG), has been
one of the most prominent organizations in the legal battle against Arévalo. Their complaints
initially stem from President Arévalo’s repealing Government Agreement 44-2020, which
created the School Health Insurance Program. The Union and its leader Joviel Acevedo, have
filed two abuse of authority cases, the first one related to the school health insurance program,
and the second for supposedly undermining the bargaining agreement by filing injunctions
against the Union contract and unilaterally imposing a 5% increase in teacher pay.'* In a video,
Arévalo explained that he had made the decision together with the Minister of Education,
Anabella Giracca. “What we have decided is to improve this service through the Ministry of
Public Health and cancel a contract that was another gateway to corruption.”"!

While Arévalo maintains that the school health insurance program and bargaining
agreement were avenues for corruption, Acevedo is leading the legal battle to protect those
programs. He claims that he is filing these complaints to protect teachers and education in
Guatemala. However, his history, and his inclusion on the US Engel List for “significant
corruption by providing STEG’s political support in exchange for bribes from public officials”

indicates that he is only protecting his position of corruption.
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Conclusion

The situation in Guatemala is alarming and underscores how quickly democratic progress
can be dismantled. It could take just one of the 5 cases currently in the Supreme Court, to strip
Arévalo’s immunity. With numerous individuals internationally sanctioned for corruption
involved in every investigation, it is clear that their success would lead to the dismantling of the
Guatemalan democratic system. The removal of Arévalo from office would be a major setback to
Guatemalan democracy, and could lead to a new president who upholds corrupt systems and

re-entrenches these powerful figures.

CASES AGAINST PRESIDENT AREVALO

Below is a diagram showing the cases and complaints filed against President Arévalo.
The blue boxes at the top of the diagram show the Plaintiffs with arrows showing the legal process and which office of the public ministry handled the case before reaching the president.
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