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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

CasaAlianzalL egal Advisor Murdered

Harold Rafeel Pérez Gallardo, anadvisor to CasaAlianzals
Legal Program, was shot and killed by an unidentified
man on Friday, September 2. Formed in 1990, after
Nationa Policeagentsbrutally murdered thirteen-year-
old Nahaméan CarmonaL 0pez, theLegal Program seeks
to defend and promote therightsof children, youth, and
young mothers. Pérez Gallardo served asan advisor to
theLegal Program for six yearsand was advising Casa
Alianzaon severa pending casesinvolving themurders,
sexual exploitation and trafficking of street children,
illegal adoptions, and other human rightsviolations
against children.

URNG Membersand Social Leader Murdered
On September 8, Mario René Pacheco and Domingo
Xonalcd, membersof theGuatemaanNationd Revautionary
Union(URNG), weremurdered near themunidpdlity of Nueva
Concepcidn, Escuintla Xonalca and Pacheco hadjust [ eft
ameetingwiththemayor addressnganincreaseinbusfares
Pacheco wasarepresentative of theAssembly of
Civil Society of Escuintlaand in recent yearshad worked
hard for justice and development in that department.
Onthesameday, campesino leader Paulino Lopez
was murdered in thecommunity of El Paraisoin Jalapa.
According toAndreaBarrios, representative of
theCenter for HumenRightsLegd Action, theassass nationsof
socid leaders humanrightsactivigts, and campesinoleaders
areoccurring inthe context of strugglesfor resourcesand
basic rights within the departments of the interior of
Guatemal a, wherejusticeislacking much morethanin
thecapital. Barriossaidinaninterview with CERIGUA
that violenceagaingt activistshasrecently increased asa
result of their continuing oppositiontothe Centrd America
Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA), the Law of
Concessions, and other neoliberal policies, aswell as
thehighlevelsof general insecurity. Barriosalso noted
that the attacks are occurring in the context of an early

electoral campaign, and campaigns aretypically
accompanied by arisein violence.

Gad Echeverria, an advisor to the Mutual
Support Group, saidthesurgeinattackson humanrights
leadersis also related to the recent discovery of
clandestine groups connected to the state. According
to Echeverria, the most recent cases are characterized
by alack of seriousinvestigation: the authorities
determinethat they are common crimewithout duly in-
vestigating themotiveof intimidation of activigts.

DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

ForensicAnthropologists Threatened

Fredy Peccerdlli, executivedirector of the Guatemaan
Forensic Anthropology Foundation (FAFG), and hisco-
workersand family membershave been targets of degth
threats and intimidation. On August 26, Jeannette
Peccerelli, Fredy’ swife, was approached by two men
while stoppedin her car at astoplight. Oneof themen
put agun to her head and told her they were watching
her husband.

On September 8, Omar Girdn Bertoni, Fredy’s
brother-in-law and co-worker with FAFG received an
anonymousnoteat hishomethreatening theentireteam,
aswell ashiswife, BiancaPeccerelli (Fredy’ssister).
The death threat—addressed to Omar—said that the
FAFG would be punished for its work, that previous
threatswerejust an initial message, and that now they
would use other meansto stop them.

The FAFG hasbeen instrumental in exhuming
clandestine cemeteriesthroughout the country.

Membersof Congressintimidated

Mario Riveraand Guillermo Sosa, representativesof the
Guatemalan Republican Front, and Obdulio Sol drzano,
arepresentative of the National Unity for Hope, have
reported intimidation by members of the Guatemalan
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military. ThethreerepresentativesareontheCongressond
InvestigativeCommissonthatislookingintothemanagement
of bids for aircraft contracts to modernize the armed
forces. Riverashomeinzone 11 of GuatemaaCity was
robbed, and all the other two legislators have received
phone callsfrom members of thearmy, allegedly from
officidsupset withtheMinistry of Defense’ sbudget over-
haul. The membersof Congresssaid theintimidation
started ontheday officialsfromtheministry werecalled
before Congressto explaintheir actions.

Vielmann Reportedly Threatened

Minister of the Interior CarlosVielmann hasreportedly
received threats aimed at persuading him to support a
law that would alow private security companies some
loopholes and would include a provision to exempt
ownersof private security companiesfrom prosecution
if thecompaniesactedinanillega manner.

According toViceMinister of theInterior Julio
Godoy, pressurefrom pardld groupsand organized crime
has been evident in the discussion of security legidation
that isbeing debated in Congress. The security package
includesinitiativeson armscontrol, civil intelligence, and
private security companies. According to Godoy, specia
interest groups have urged changes or blocked the
legislation altogether. Pablo Monsanto, of the New
NationAlliance (ANN), said that the ownersof private
security forces, particularly former military leaders, have
also sought to block the proposals.

Among other provisons, theproposedintelligence
bill would makewiretappinglegd if authorized by ajudge.
Initsanayssof thelegidation, theMyrnaMack Foundation
argued that the Supreme Court of Justice should desig-
nate an Appeals Court to review each case and only
temporary authorizationsshould begiven.

Community Leader Threatened

Business and community leader Jorge de Leon has
reportedly received death threatsfrom Mayor Alfonso
Sénchez, of El Asinta, Retalhuleu. Themayor iscurrently
being investigated in relation to thethreats. De Leon
reported the mayor to the Public Prosecutor’s Office
(MP) for threatening himin public. AccordingtodeLeon,
Sénchez threatened him duringaMunicipa Development
Council meeting for opposing awater project. DelLeon
has since heard gunshots outside his house on various
occasionsand at odd hoursof thenight. DeLednrepresents

the Community Devel opment Council of the ColoniaSan
Carlosonthe Municipal Development Council. Heis
head of awater project in hiscommunity that apparently
isat oddswiththemayor’splanfor themunicipality.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

458 Women M urdered in 2005
Approximately 458 women have been murderedin Gua-
temalaso far thisyear inawave of violencethat isbe-
coming increasingly gruesome. According tothe Net-
work for Non-ViolenceAgainst Women, these numbers
represent atwenty-si x-percent increasein violence over
thesametimeperiodlast year. Indl of 2003, 383women
weremurdered. 1n 2004, the number roseto 527.
HildaMoraes, Amnesty International’ sAmbas-
sador of Conscience, saysthat the state’ sfailureto ad-
dresstheissuefurther degradesthevictimsand forces
their familiesto confront the corruption of thestatein or-
der to seek justice.

Women’'sOrganizationsCriticizeUS
A number of women’s organizations, including the
Organizationof Women for the Environment and
Development in Latin America, recently criticized
the USfor tryingto eliminatereferencesto gender equal-
ity from theWorld Summit document. Duringthe open-
ing of theUnited Nations Generd Assembly inNew York,
the US dd egationfailed to reaffirmtheagreementsreached
intheBeijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which
establishesacommitment to the goa s of equality, peace,
and devel opment for women worldwide.

According to June Zeitlin, of MujeresHoy, the
US del egation sought to omit any discussion of gender
fromtext regarding poverty and debt. Other delegates
criticized the USfor ignoring theissuesof gender inequd-
ity and women’s autonomy, in an effort to prioritize
countertarroriam.

LAND RIGHTS

Cooperative Could LoseLand to Dams

VariousfamiliesfromtheArbolito CooperativeinthePetén
may losethelr land. El Arbolitoisacommunity of seventy
familiesrelocated in the 1960sfrom regionswith acute
land shortages. Community membersdiscovered land
seizure documents when they attempted to convert
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individud lotsinto communa property. AndrésHerndndez
reportedly seized theland for 37,000 quetzales. The
community values the property at more than 100,000
Quetzdes

Faustino Camo Chales, amember of the Front
Againgt Dams, holdstheauthoritiesresponsible. Hecon-
tendsthat the ultimateaimisto sell land acquired from
local cooperativesto government-supported companies.
El Arbolito liesalong the Usumacintariver, where,
according to Calmo, President Oscar Berger and foreign
companiesplanto build fivedams.

Eviction Ordered for Highway Construction
Communitiesthat wererelocated to AguaCaliente, El
Progreso after fleeing violencein BaaVerapaz inthe
1970sand 1980snow face eviction dueto proposed high-
way construction. Accordingto ElenaShetemul, aresdent
of the community, the inspector for the General Road
Director’sOfficetold her they must leavethearea. He
said they would receive payment for the houses but not
theland.

Thefamiliesare asking theauthoritiesto provide
land for relocation, Sncethey arenot receiving compensa:
tionfor theland they currently hold. Road constructionis
et to begin sometimein October.

LABOR RIGHTS

One-fifth of DomesticWorkersAreChildren

A recent study on childlabor reved ed that 38,000 children,
themgority indigenouswomen, work asdomedticlaborers,
facing seriousriskswithout fair economic compensation.
Accordingto the study, two out of ten domesticlaborers
arechildrenwho are often exposed to mistrestment, sexud
abuse, and unhedlthy conditions.

AlgandroArgueta, head of theinvestigation, criti-
cized membersof Guatema an society and employersthat
believethey aredoing achild afavor by employing them
to perform domestic choresfor twelveto fourteen hours
a day for 300 quetzales (less than $40) per month.
Rigoberto Dueiias, general secretary for the General
Center for Guatemal an Workers, emphaszedthegravity
of the situation, especially given that workersin this
sector do not receive legal protection, social security,
or holidays.

CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Community ProtestsMiningin El Estor

InEl Estor, |zabd, over fifty Maya Q' eqchi’ communities
nonviolently protested mining operaionshy the Guatema an
Nickd Company, asubsidiary of the Canadian company
SkyeResourcesInc. Thecommunitiesseek the suspen-
sion of Skye'sexploration license, which was granted
without prior consultation with affected popul ations.
Community memberscontend that themining activity has
contaminated their water sources, damaged their crops
and encroached on community land.

Albertino Flores, member of the Friends of the
L akeAssoci ation emphasized that they will take stronger
measuresif the mining companiesdon’'t leave El Estor.
Thecommunitieshavea sofiled aforma complaint with
the International Labor Organization based on Convention
169, which establishesindigenouscommunities righttoa
consultation on government policiesthat directly affect
them.

Once Skyefinishestheenvironmentd impact Sudy
currently underway, the company plansto seek alicense
to begin producing ferro nickel in 2006. Ferronickel is
increasingly valuabledueto cell phoneuse, China seco-
nomic growth and the US space program.

ThousandsProtest Water and ConcessionsL aws
On September 6, at least 15,000 people gathered in front
of the government building in Totonicapan and at three
pointsa ong the I nter-American highway to protest the
General Water Law and the Law of Concessions.

On August 5, hundreds of campesinos from
Totoni capan had requested that indigenous communities
beconsulted during thelegidation’sdevel opment. Lacking
aresponsefrom the government, those communities now
demand that the General Water Law and the Law of
Concessions be withdrawn from Congress and that the
government hat the privatization of basi ¢ public resources.
Theprotestors a so urged the government to curbrising
transportation and living costsresulting fromincreasing
oil prices.

On September 7, residents of M omostenango,
Totonicapan gathered to protest themayor’ srecent reindtate-
ment and the General Water Law and Law of Concessons.
Mayor Abd Danid Xiroj, of the Nationd Unity of Hope
(UNE), had been removed from office on allegations of
corruption but was reinstated because the Public
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Prosecutor’ sOfficelacked sufficient evidence. Someof
the protestorsheld atown councilor and ajudge hostage.
When the policerescued the hostages, agroup set anum-
ber of policecarsonfireand destroyed the police station,
themayor’shouse, and themunicipd building. One man,
accused of gedlingacomputer fromthemunicipd building,
wasseverely beaten by other protestors. Erwin Sperisen,
director of the National Civil Police (PNC), sent 500
agentsfrom the Special Forcesto reinforce the local
policeforce.

The protests continued for two more days, as
students and union members marched in opposition to
thelegislationin Guatemala City. Road blockswere
also set up at three different pointson the nation’shigh-
ways. Joseé Pinzon, director of the General Center for
Guatemalan Workers (CGTG), said that the current
administration isdriving the country towardssocia
upheaval by failing to address the growing informal
economy, thehigh cost of living, low sdaries, land tenure
Issues, and security.

Water Legisation Halted After Protests

The Environment and Natural Resources Commission
suspended discussion of the Generd Water Law after days
of protestinvariousregionsof thecountry. AnaL ucrecia
Marroguin Godoy de Palomo, representative of the
Guatemal an Republican Front (FRG), argued that the
genera publicismisinformed but that aworking group
would analyzethelaw’s content sometimein the near
future.

Thelaw would create aVice Minister of Water
and dsoincludesprovisionsfor registering water sources,
edablishingtighter contrals supervisngwe l condruction, and
collecting payment for commercial water use. According
to Congress members, the law al so establisheswater
asapublic resource that should servethe population
before industry. Those opposed to the law, however,
fear theprivatization of avital resourcewhichmany people
already pay for at thelocal level. Some argued that
Congress members do not understand how indigenous
communitiesoperate andfail to adequately consult them
on policy changes.

CAO FindsNoRisk in San MarcosMining Pr oj ect
Althoughthefirst draft expressed doubts about M ontana
ExploradorasMalinprgjectin SasnMarcos theCompliance
Advisor Ombudsman's(CAO) find repart concluded that the

gold mine does not pose any serious human or environ-
mental risks. In May 2005, the CAO traveled to
Guatemalato investigate a grievance presented by
theMadre SdvaCollectiveand Sipacagparesidents. They
argued that Montana Exploradora did not adequately
consult nearby communitiesand that the project would
create serioushealth and environmental problemsin San
Migue Ixtahuacan.

While stating that the companies could have con-
ducted more thorough consultations and devel oped
better security policies, thereport found the companies
practices satisfactory. Magali Rey Rosa, director of
Madre Selva, expressed disappointment over thefinal
draft’somission of the harsher criticismincludedinthe
first draft. Shealso said thereport unfortunately only
looked at the effectson Sipacaparather than San Miguel
Ixtahuacan.

The CAO investigates complaints and makes
recommendationson projectsfunded by the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), amember of theWorld Bank
Group that finances private sector development projects.
The Canadian company Glamis Gold, which owns
Montana Exploradora SA, received a$45 millionloan
fromtheFC for theMarlin project.

Themining company expectsto begin operations
sometimein September. Thegovernment andthemining
company have promised toinvestinroad construction, a
hospital, and aschool in San Marcos.

Government Tempor arily SuspendsMining Licenses
The government announced atemporary suspension of
new exploration and exploitation licenses. Themeasure
will belifted after theapprova of guidelinesfor anew law
governing mineral extractionin Guatemala. A proposal
drawn up by civil society leaderspromotestheregulation
of royalties, social investment on the part of private
investors, and the protection of certainareas. Bishop
Alvaro Ramazzini continuesto advocatefor apermanent
suspension of new mining licenses.

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

Sudy ReportsViolationson the Border

A study conducted by Casadd Migrante sHuman Rights
Officefoundthat National Civil Police agentsand em-
ployees of the General Migration Director’s Office
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(DGM) areresponsiblefor violatingimmigrants' rights.
Themajority of the abuses, including threats, illegal
detentions, discrimination, robbery, and bribery, take
placein Guatemal an departmentsthat border on Mexico,
Honduras, and El Salvador. According to the study,
security forces were responsible for eighty-one per-
cent of the abusesrecorded, whileDGM officialswere
responsiblefor thirteen percent.

TheHuman Rights Officeurged theauthoritiesto
comply withinternationa conventionsandthe Guatemaan
Constitution, investigate the corruption and abuse of
authority evident dong theborder, and guarantee security
for thepopulaionregardlessof ther legd status.

Military Presence on Mexican Border I ncreases
Minister of Defense CarlosAldanaannounced aplanto
increasethe military presence along the M exican border
by 200 percent. The500 soldierscurrently Sationed there
will increaseto 1,500in order to protect the border, com-
bat drug and human trafficking, and preserve archaeo-
logical and naturereserve sites. Morethan 200 will be
stationed in the El Naranjo camp in the Petén to secure
theborder and guard the Lagunade Tigreecologicd park.
Accordingto officias, membersof organized crimeuse
theregiontotransportimmigrantson their way tothe US.
Officialsfromthemilitary base estimate that 300 to 400
people, primarily from Central and South America, pass
through the areaeach month. Aldanastated that National
Civil Police and border patrol agentswould be added
overtime.

LEGAL CASE UPDATES

Judge Dismisses Rio Hondo Consultation

Judge Angdl AlbertoAréval o Salazar of theFirst Instance
Court in Zacaparuled that the consultation held with
community membersin Rio Hondo hasno legal value.
At the consultation heldin July, community membersex-
pressed opposition to the construction of ahydroelectric
plantinthemunicipality. According to thejudge, the
potential for hydroel ectric power belongsto the state
andis, therefore, not subject to the Municipal Codeand
community consultations, which pertain only to decisons
made by the Municipa Council.

CC Decidesin Favor of RuizWong
The Constitutiona Court (CC) confirmed an appedl in
favor of JudgeMario Ruiz\Wong and exonerated himfrom
the criticismissued by the Human Rights Procurator’s
Office (PDH). Thesentence ordersthe PDH toissuea
new resol ution, which abstainsfrom negative comment
agang Ruiz.

ThePDH’scriticism of RuizWong stemsfroma
July 2003 case regarding former dictator Efrain Rios
Montt's candidacy for president. At the time, Rios
Monitt’sparty had the support of Ruiz\Wong and Cipriana
Soto onthe Congtitutiona Court but they needed Francisco
Palomoand Manuel Floresto bethetwo replacementsto
the Constitutional Court. Thesetwo menwere chosen
through an allegedly secret |ottery. With thetwo re-
placements, the Constitutiona Court decided (4-3) that
he could run, even though Guatemal an courts had ruled
against himon previousoccasions.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Street Renamed for Myrna Mack

Fifteen yearsafter MyrnaMack was assassinated by a
member of thePresidentid High Commeand, theGuatemdan
gatecompliedwiththesentenceissued by thel nter-American
Courtof HumenRights(CIDH). Initsdecision, the CIDH
ordered the Guatemal an state to publicly ask forgiveness
aswell asprovidefinancial compensation to thefamily
members.

The Presidential Human Rights Commission
(COPREDEH) renamed part of 12" street in zone one,
where Mack was stabbed to death on September 11,
1990, as“MyrnaMack Street.” A plaguewasalso un-
veiledinfront of the offices of the Association for the
Advancement of Social Sciences in Guatemala
(AVANSCO).

Former member of thePresidentid High Command,
Nodl de Jeslis Beteta, is serving atwenty-five year jail
sentenceastheintdlectud author of Madk' sassassnation.

OTHER INFORMATION

GuatemalaRanksThird in Inequality in theWorld

In the 2005 Human Devel opment report, the United
Nations Development Program reported that Guatemala
isone of thefour most unequa countriesintheworldin
termsof income. InLainAmerica, Brazil and Guatemala
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havethe highest rates of inequality, and on aninternationa
leve aresurpassed only by Namibiaand the Central African
Republic (datawerenot availableinall countries). Based
onthe human devel opment index, which measures
development in terms of life expectancy, GDP per
capita, adult literacy rates, and school enrollment,
Guatemala ranked 117 out of 177 countries. In
L atin America, only Haiti hasalower human devel op-
mentindex.

Thereport urgesdrastic policy changesinaid,
trade, and security in order to confront globa inequaity and
poverty.

David Harcharik, of the United Nations Food
andAgricultureOrganization (FAO), said that Guatemdais
behind and will need another forty yearsto reduce hunger
and poverty ratesby half, asset forthinthe Millennium
Development Goals. While Mexicoisstable, Central
American countries have seen theseratesincrease since
thegodswereestablishedin2000. During the Conference
on ChronicHunger inLatinAmerica, officid semphasi zed
the necessity to develop food security programs and
support small agricultural workers.

PDH Warnsof Violent Social Unrest

A study conducted by the Human Rights Procurator’s
Officeidentifiesthirty-sevenissuesin Guatemaathet cause
socia tensonandwarnsof violent socid unrest if authorities
donot addresstheissues.

According to the study, violence, security, rising
trangportation costs, the high cost of living, malnutrition,
famine, land tenure, narcotrafficking, and unemployment
top thelist of conflictiveissues. Intwenty-one depart-
ments, themgjority of the populationisdissatisfied with
theauthorities inaction. Thestudy pointsto Totonicapan,
Quiché, AltaVerapaz, Sacatepéquez, Quetzaltenango,
and Escuintlaasthe most conflictiveregions.

The PDH plansto send the study to President
Berger to urge the government to take appropriate
measures to address these i ssues.

Human Rights Situation Deteriorates

According to areport by the Mutual Support Group
(GAM), between January and July of thisyear, human
rights groups have been the victims of seventeen office
break-ins, and twenty-seven of their members have
received degththregts. Therewereninety-four violent acts
directed at human rightsworkersduring the seven months.

A study conducted by CERIGUA's Journalist
Observatory found that thirty-one journalists were
victimsof violence during thesametimeperiod. Since
2003, threejournalists have been killed, which has
seriousimplications for the freedom of the pressin
Guatemala.

TheGAM report dso pointsto disturbing increases
inthenumber of women and children murdered and acts
of social cleansing, defined as murders committed by
former or current security forces (public or private) for
powerful groups such asorganized crime. GAM also
criticized the Guatema an military for oending millionsof
guetzaleson bonusesfor high-ranking officials. GAM
asserted that themilitary’ sbudget will exceed theestablished
limits, diverting fundsfrom other organizationslikethe
Nationd Civil Police.

Participantsin thefirst Regional Human Rights
Defenders Conference, held in AntiguafromAugust 31
to September 2, expressed concern over the deteriorating
gtuation. Theparticipantscondudedthat globa andregiond
policiesaimed at combating terrorism, narcotrafficking,
gangsand civil opposition congtituteagravethreat tothe
protection of human rightsand democracy intheregion.

Guatemalan Justice System Critized

According to Sorayal ong, regiona director of
the Center for Justiceand International Law (CEJIL), the
right to justice has not been established asafundamental
humanrightin Guatemala. Long traveled throughout the
country, monitoring the human rightssituation and meet-
ing with government representatives and human rights
groups.

CEJIL worksto defend human rights through
casesbrought tothel nter-American Human Rights System.
Long said that the state hasnot carried out the sentences
that it hasreceived, so there are no advancesin the appli-
cation of justice in the country and impunity persists.
Guatemdaisoneof thecountrieswiththemost conviction
sentencesand themost humanrightsviolations.

Thelnternationd Commission of Juristsexpressed
concern about therecent attacksagainst justice officials,
including theattack on Judge L eondl MezaReyesandthe
murder of lawyer Harold Rafael Pérez Gallardo.

USCertifiesCounternarcotic Efforts
The USgovernment hasre-certified Guatemal aas one of
the countriesthat has made sufficient effortsto combat
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narcotrafficking. The certification guarantees continued
cooperation and USfinancia support for programsde-
signed to combat drug trafficking. Guatemalaisamong
twenty countriesintheworldidentified ashaving highlevels
of drug cultivation and trafficking. Thelistasoincludes
Afghanistan, theBahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, and Colombia
Thisyear, theUSgovernment decertified Venezuelaand
Burma, citinginsufficient efforts.

OperationsTarget Youthin FiveCountries

Security forcesinMexico, Guatemda Honduras, El Sdvador
andthe US carried out S multaneous operationstargeting
membersof juvenilegangs, primarily MaraSavatrucha
members. Inthefive participating countries, 655 youth
werearrested for crimesranging fromillegal possession
of afirearmto threatsand aggression. Authoritiesfrom
thefivecountriessent dl information onthearreststothe
FBI. According tothe head of the Nationa Civil Police
in Guatemal a, the data are used to determineif those
arrested have committed crimesin other countries.

Prison Violence Continues

Oneyouth died and nine wereinjured on September 6,
when members of Mara 18 attacked membersof Mara
Savatruchainajuveniledetention center in Platanar, San
José Pinula. Authoritiesconnected theattack totherivary
betweenthe two gangsand, in particular, to theriotsthat
erupted in prisons across the country on August 15.
Although guards had separated members of the two
gangs, membersof Mara18went totheMaraSdvatrucha
section during abreak and attacked with grenades and
firearms. A judge had ordered the center to alow out-
sidebreaks. Authoritiesare still investigating how the
weapons entered the center.

Astheviolence continues, the Public Prosecutor’s
Office(MP) hastill not identified those responsiblefor
theAugust 15 prisonriotsthat left thirty-six dead. The
MPhashad adifficult timefindingwitnesseswhoarewilling
to cooperate. Thosewilling to testify have requested
protectionin return for their testimony but the M P does
not currently have awitness protection programfor this
sector. At thistime, twenty-five prisonersare charged
with eleven murdersin El Pavon, and oneprison official
from Presidiosin Escuintlahasbeen detained.

Dominican Republic RatifiesDR-CAFTA

The Dominican Republic’sHouse of Representatives
ratified the Central AmericaFree Trade Agreement
(DR-CAFTA), with 118 votesin favor, four against and
various abstentions. The Senate, in which the social
democratic Revolutionary Dominican Party (PRD) holds
amajority, had approved the agreement on August 26
with arequest that the government compensate |ocal
producers for losses experienced as aresult of free
trade.

Countriesthat have already ratified CAFTA are
negotiating when the agreement will take effect, but
January 1, 2006 seemslikely. Nicaraguaand Costa
Ricahaveyettoratify the agreement.

SateAnnouncesCICIACS I nitiative

President Oscar Berger announced anew initiative on
the Commission of Investigation of I1legal Groupsand
Clandestine Security Forces(CICIACYS). VicePresdent
Eduardo Steinreterated hissupport and Chancellor Jorge
Briz said that they have already started discussing the
issue with members of Congress. Aristides Crespo
(FRG), Mario Taracena (PAN), and Edgar Rodriguez
(UNE) denied thereported cooperation between the ex-
ecutiveandthelegidativebranches. Humanrightsgroups
have expressed concern that the announcement, rather
than reporting actual progress, is solely intended to
silence criticism from the internationa community.
CICIACSisaUN-sponsored commission that would
investigate and try leaders of clandestine groups often
connected to attacks on human rights defenders and
organized crime and linked to state agents. The
commission has stalled dueto alack of political will.

Helen Mack Receives Notre Dame Prize

HdenM ack Chang, founder of theMyrnaMack Foundation,
wasawarded theNotreDamePrizefor Diginguished Public
Servicein LatinAmericafor her work promoting human
rightsin Guatemala. Theprize, funded by the Coca-Cola
Foundation, consstsof $10,000, with amatching amount
donated to acharitableorganization, inthiscasetheMyrna
M ack Foundation. Thisyear markedthefifteenthanniversary of
MyrnaMack’smurder, the event that spurred her sister,
HeenMack, tofight for justice, humanrightsand anend
toimpunity in Guatemaa.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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