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DEATH THREATS

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

CONAVIGUA MembersThreatened

Membersof the National Coordinating Commit-
tee of Guatemalan Widows (CONAVIGUA) havere-
ceived death threatswhileworking on the excavations of
clandestinegraves. Accordingto CONAVIGUA direc-
tor EverardaTistadeLeon, in July thethreatsintensified
against CONAVIGUA membersworking to exhnumere-
mainsin the Quiche, the Southern Coast, Chimaltenango,
andAltaand BgaVerapaz. CONAVIGUA believesthe
threatsare coming from former membersof theCivil De-
fensePatrols (PACs) wholivein thevillageswhereclan-
destinecemeteriesare being excavated.

Representativesof CONAVIGUA demanded that
thejudiciary act with efficiency, responsbility, and prompt-
nessto investigate and prosecutethoseresponsible.

JudgeThreatened with Death

Judge ClaudiaL.izet Paencia, of Puerto Barrios,
|zabd, received atelephonedegath threat. The Guatema-
lan news agency Ceriguareported thethreat on August
11. Thecaller, aman whose voice shedid not recognize,
told her shewould be assassinated in forty-eight hoursif
shedid not leavetown. Themanincluded her family inthe
threat, saying that they too must leave Puerto Barrios, if
they did not want to be gunned down.

Pdenciaisalabor, socia services, andfamily judge
and hears cases consdered to be of highimportance. She
hasbeen involved in casesrelated to the Portuaria Santo
Tomésde CadtillaCompany, variousmunicipalities, in-
dustrial companies, and family and labor conflicts. She
reported thethreatsto the Public Prosecutor’ s Officeand
theNationd Civil Police. TheHuman RightsProcurator’s
Office and the Supreme Court have provided her with
protection and sheisnot intending to leave thecity until
her superiorsgivetheword.

URNG PushesL aw to Protect Victims

Responding to theincreasein violence against
women, the Guatemal an National Revolutionary Unity
(URNG) political party isseeking action to guarantee
women'ssafety. Party representativesmet onAugust 4
with Presidentia Human RightsCommissioner Frank La
Rue, who offered to support the bill introduced by the
URNG that seeksto protect femalevictimsof violence
sothat they can report abuseswithout suffering reprisals.

USAC CondemnsViolenceAgainst Women

TheUniversty of San Carlosstrongly condemned
theincreasein violent actsagainst the popul ation, espe-
cidly themurder of women, and thegovernment’sfallure
to responsibly assumeitsrole. Inacommuniquétheuni-
versity expressed concern about the continuouscrimina
attacksin Guatemal a, which cause great suffering to the
victims family members. Theuniversity also stressed
that the government ingtitutionsin charge of executing vi-
able security planshave demonstrated incompetencein
resolving the serious situation, as seen by the constant
increaseincrime.

Thegaff, theboard of directorsof theUniversity
Higher Council (CSU), faculty, and students demanded
that the Public Ministry investigate, incarcerate, and try
the perpetrators of the murders. The members of the
public university appededto the Guatemalan satetore-
gpons bly assumeitscommitment and fulfill itsConstitu-
tional mandateto provide equal security to the popula-
tionfor theright tolifewith dignity.

The communiquéwasrel eased after the murder
of professor Ingrid Celeste Santacruz Abauta, of the
Department of Architecture.

ArchitectsDemand Justicefor Colleague
The Department of Architecture at the Univer-
sity of San Carlosand the board of directors of theAr-
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chitecture Association requested that the August 4 mur-
der of professor Ingrid Celeste Santacruz be solved. Pro-
fessor Santacruz was murdered near Paseo Miraflores,
inZone 11, ascriminalswho were apparently trying to
steal her vehicleshot her to death.

Theboard of directorsof the Department of Ar-
chitecture, the dean, the board of directorsof theArchi-
tecture Association, the board of directors of the Stu-
dentsof Architecture Society, faculty, and saff condemned
the crime against Santacruz, who wasaprofessor both at
San CarlosUniversity and at Mariano Gavez University.
Membersof the University Institutefor Women remem-
bered Santacruz' simpeccabl e ten-year teaching experi-
ence and her research regarding housing for thewidows
of war inthelxil areaof Quiché. They, too, demanded
that the government, especially the Ministry of the Inte-
rior, investigate and solvethe crimeand punish the perpe-
trators.

RIGHT TO JUSTICE

ClJ CriticizesJustice System

Thelnternationd Commissionof durigts(ClJ) criti-
cized variousaspectsof thejudicia system during are-
cent vigtto Guatema g, especidly theinfluencethat vari-
ousparalle powersexerciseover thejusticesystem. The
Commission a so decried the numerousattacks onthose
whowork inthejudiciary—e ght of whom havebeen mur-
dered this year. The Court of Crimes Against Justice
Operators hasreceived seventy-five reports of attacks
onjusticeoperatorsthisyear. The ClJiscurrently work-
ing onasecurity planfor judges.

The CIJ also expressed concern about the at-
tackshumanrightsactivistsaresuffering. The Commis-
sonsuggested decriminalizing socid conflicts, suchasthe
strugglefor land and labor rights, and said the Guatema:
lan justice system needsto recognizeinitslawstherights
of indigenouspeoples. TheClJadditiondly criticizedthe
responseof thejudicial systemtothe situation of citizen
insecurity; the proceduresfor the selection of judges, and
other deficiencies, saying that they have*unleashed a
worrisomeimpunity” in Guatemaa Theprevailing high
leve of impunity isreflectedintheproliferation of illegal
and clandestinegroupsand thegrowth of organized crime,
theClJsad. TheClJaddedthat thepower of pardld groups
over thejusticesystem hasled at timesto basd essrulings.

According to official data, of every 100 homi-
cides, 93 remain unpunished. Only 3 percent of the cases
presented to the Public Prosecutor’s Office are pros-
ecuted.

The ClJismade up of Dr. Hernando Valencia
Villa aprofessor withthe Carlosl 1 University inMadrid;
Dr. Javier Ciurlizza, director of the Institute of Democ-
racy and Human Rightsof Peru; and José Zeitune, repre-
sentative of the Secretariat of the CIJ.

The CIJ spent aweek in Guatemala and con-
ducted interviewswith Supreme Court and Congtitutional
Court authorities, members of Congress, officialsfrom
the Ministry of the Interior and the Human Rights
Ombudsman’s Office, and public and privateingtitutions,
before presenting apreliminary report. A definitivere-
port will bereleased in October.

Bill Will Expand Power of Military Courts

Thelnternationa Commission of Jurigsnotedwith
particular concern“theexistence of abill that would give
extended capacity to themilitary justice system, contra-
dictinginternational standards.” Thishill, passedinNo-
vember 2004 by the Congressional Committee on De-
fense, proposesthat amilitary court judge crimessuch as
embezzlement, rape, war crimes, and homicidewhenthese
crimesinvolve membersof themilitary. Independent
Congressman Baudilio Hichos, who headed the commit-
tee, presented thisreform to the Military Codein 2003,
when hewasamember of the Guatemal an Republican
Front (FRG) politica party. The MyrnaMack Founda-
tion stated that the bill isdangerous; if approved, active
and retired membersof the military will betried by mili-
tary courtswhen accused of common crimesthat occurred
beforethe approval of Decree 41-96, which restrictsthe
military’sjurisdictionto military crimes. Thusviolations
of internationa humanitarianlaw, including atrocitiescom-
mitted againgt civiliansduring thearmed conflict, would
beheard solely by military courts. Economic crimesthe
army isaccused of would a so be subject only to military
judtice.

UASPPlansto Pursue CaseAgainst Gover nment
The Supreme Court rejected thelaw suit filed by
the L abor and Popular Action Unity (UASP) againgt Presi-
dent Oscar Berger, Minister of the Interior Carlos
Vidmann, and Minister of Defense CarlosRobertoAldana
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for theviolent death of Juan Lopez by membersof state
security forcesduring the March 15 demondtration against
the signing of the Central American Free TradeAgree-
ment. A lower-court judge had ruled Juan L épez’ sdeath
anextrgudicid execution.

Nery Barrios, director of UASP, said that after
exhaudting legd remediesin Guatemaathey will takethe
casetothelnter-American Court of the Organization of
American Statesto seek compensation for Lopez' sfam-
ily members. After filing chargesagaing thehigh-leve gov-
ernment officials, both Barriosand Walter Robles, the
attorney inthe case, recelved serious death threats.

PDH to Providelnformation about Disappeared

TheHuman RightsProcurator’sOffice (PDH) is
now ready to receive and assist persons interested in
making useof recently discovered Nationa Policefilesto
obtaininformation about the disappeared. Human Rights
Procurator Sergio Mora esannounced that hisofficehad
finished itsinventory of themateria and would now begin
the process of documenting theinformation.

OTHER INFORMATION

PeaceAccord L egidation Approved

With 111 out of 158 members present, the Gua-
temalan Congresson August 3 unanimoudly approved a
law that recognizesthe Peace A ccords ascommitments
of the state and establishes norms and judicial mecha-
nismsfor their implementation. Thelaw establishesthat it
isthe state’sduty to carry out and promotethelegal, in-
ditutional, and political changesnecessary for compliance
withthe PeaceAccords. Thelaw will governthedrafting,
execution, monitoring, follow-up, and eval uation of the
government’sactions. Inaddition, thelaw specifiesthat
compliancewith theAccordsrequiresactionsto becar-
ried out, not only by publicinstitutions, but by thewhole
of society. Therefore, thelaw establishesthe creation of
theNational Council of the PeaceAccords(CNAP). The
council will consist of adelegate of the Secretariat of
Peace, representing the government; amember of the
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG); a
member of the congressional |eadership committee; a
member of the Ministry of Finances; a Supreme Court

judge; aperson from each of the political partiesrepre-
sented in Congress; an indigenous representative; a
woman'srepresentative; amember of theunion sector; a
member of the campesino sector; ahumanrightsrepre-
sentative; and an academic. The CNAPwill serveasa
medium for dia ogue, coordination, consensus, and influ-
enceon policies, programs, and projectsthat contribute
tothefulfillment of the PeaceAccords. TheHuman Rights
Procurator and arepresentative of aninternational orga-
nization, such asthe coordinator of the United Nations
Development Program, will dsoform part of CNAP; they
will haveavoicebut will not haveavote.

Amongitsfunctions CNAPwill commentonbills
and maintain apermanent working relation withthe L eg-
idative, Executive, and Judicia branches.

AlbaMadonado, aformer guerrillacommandant
who now representsthe URNG in Congress, congratu-
lated Congresson thegpproval of the decreeand stressed
that the decision wastimely becausethe country isat a
difficult crossroads. “ Thesocia Situation kegpsworsen-
ing and the government, instead of resolvingiit, celebrates
theapprova of CAFTA, whichwill makeitworse,” the
URNG saidinacommuniqué. Madonado said that the
Accords could now be supervised in apermanent way
andtheir fulfillment could be guaranteed.

According tothe URNG the successof thelaw
will hingeonthepoalitica will of thegovernment and groups
inpower tomakeit viable. Thechdlengewill betoimple-
ment the PeaceAccordsgradudly andredigticaly toraise
thequality of lifeof Guatemaans.

Other popular sectors say that the Framework
Law wasapproved too lateand that it lacksinstruments
and public policiesto reinforce the compliancewith the
Peace Accords. Miguel Angel Sandoval, of the Mesa
Global, said that thelaw “comestoo late” and “ seems
likeacosmetic measure by Congress, inthemiddleof a
dynamic determined by thesigning of CAFTA, whichgoes
against the peace agreements.”

FEPAZ Satisfied with Framework Law

According to the Ecumenical Forum for Peace
and Reconciliation (FEPAZ), theapprova of the Frame-
work Law of the Peace Accordsisan important event
that alowsthelegd implementation of the PeaceAccords.
FEPAZ stated in apressrel easethat the organizations
and communitiesof Guatemal an society maketheimple-
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mentation of theaccordsviableand possible. Theasso-
ciation, composed of different religiousorganizations,
sressed theimportanceof theroleorganized society should
play to make the peace accords possible and counteract
the government’ sneoliberal agendasand policies, which
represent acontradiction.

FEPAZ called on social and democratic forces
to regroup and make a commitment to peace; the de-
fenseand promotion of the PeaceAccords, and thesearch
for meansto mitigatetherisksto the poorest sectors posed
by the government’spolitical decisons.

The Ecumenical Forumreiterated itscommitment
to monitor compliance with the Peace Accords and to
maintainitsunity and spirit for the construction of new
realitiesthat permit the success of peace on the basi s of
firmand democraticjustice.

CEPAL Stresses Need for Labor, Social Improve-
ments

LatinAmericaand the Caribbean shouldimprove
socia and labor indicatorswiththeaim of maintainingand
increasing the growth rate, according to astudy by the
Economic Commissionfor Latin Americaand the Carib-
bean (CEPAL). CEPAL noted that the current phase of
growthin Latin Americacouldinfluencethefutureevolu-
tion of theregion’seconomies. Attention should there-
forebe paid to the needsand requirements of the popula-
tioninboth socia and labor spheres.

According to CEPAL, the economy of Latin
Americaand the Caribbean will grow 4.3 percent this
year. In 2006 the growth rate is expected to return to
about 4 percent. In 2004 the economic growth ratewas
nearly 6 percent, whilein 2003 it was 2 percent.

If CEPAL s predictions are correct, theregion
will completefour consecutiveyearsof growth, and the
per capitagross domestic product (GDP) from 2003 to
2006 will show a10 percent increase.

The CEPAL report, entitled “ Economic Study of
Latin Americaand the Caribbean,” 2004-2005, states
that thisyear the economy of South Americamay grow
4.7 percent; Mexico and Central America, 3.6 percent;
and the Caribbean, 4 percent. Accordingto CEPAL'S
projections, the countrieswhose economieswill grow the
most will be Argentina, 7.3 percent; Venezuela, 7 per-
cent; Uruguay, 6.2 percent; Chile, 6 percent; Peru, 5.5
percent; Panama, 4.5 percent. One of the study’s con-
clusonsisthat, despitethe expected d owing down of the

world economy, theregion iscontinuing to benefit this
year from an externd atmospherefavorabletothegrowth
of theworld GDPandinternational trade; therisein prices
of raw materials; and low interest rates.

Guatemala MakesList of Failed States

Guatemaaison Foreign Policy magazine'slist
of weak or failed states. Publishedinthisyear’sJuly/
August issue, thelist includes sixty countries, rankedin
ascending order from worst to least bad. Guatemalais
ranked 31. Foreign Policy explained thelist in these
terms. “We used twelve socia, economic, political, and
military indicatorsto rank 60 statesin order of their vul-
nerability toviolentinternd conflict.”

“Uneven developmentishighinamost all the
datesintheindex,” thewritersexplained, “ suggesting that
inequality within states—and not merely poverty—in-
creasesingability. Criminalization or delegitimization of
thegtate, which occurswhen saeingitutionsareregarded
ascorrupt, illegd, or ineffective, d so figured prominently.
Facing thiscondition, people often shift their allegiances
to other leaders—opposition parties, warlords, ethnic
nationdists, clergy, or rebd forces. Demographicfactors,
especidly population pressuresstemming from refugees,
internaly displaced popul ations, and environmenta deg-
radation, arealso found in most at-risk countries, asare
congstent humanrightsviolations.”

Thelistisheaded by Ivory Coast, followed by
Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, and Irag. Other
L atin American countrieson thelist are Colombia(14),
the Dominican Republic (19) ,Venezuela(21), Paraguay
(36), Peru (40), Ecuador (46), and Cuba(58).

Thearticlebeginswith aquotation from the 2002
USNationa Security Strategy: “ Americaisnow thregt-
enedlessby conquering satesthanweareby falingones.”
Foreign Policy definesafailed state as* agovernment
that haslost control of itsterritory or of themonopoly on
thelegitimate use of force”; agovernment lacking “the
authority to make collective decisionsor the capacity to
deliver public services’; or acountry where“the popu-
lace may rely entirely on the black market, fail to pay
taxes, or engageinlarge-scaecivil disobedience.”

“Afaled gate,” themagazinesays, “ may besub-
jecttoinvoluntary restrictions of itssovereignty, such as
political or economic sanctions, the presence of foreign
military forcesonitssoil, or other military condraints, such
asano-fly zone.”
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CONIC OutlinesSrugglesof Indigenous

Onthelnternationa Day of Indigenous Peoples,
established by the United Nationsin December 1994,
the Nationa Coordinating Committee of Indigenousand
Campesinos (CONIC) released astatement calling for
increased attention to the needs of the indigenous.
CONIC pointed out that inrural areas, wherethemagjor-
ity of Guatemala sindigenouslive, 74.2 percent of the
population livesin poverty; 39.9 percent livein extreme
poverty. llliteracy isgettingworse, CONIC said. Among
womenit hasreached 90 percent in someregions. Labor
rightsonfincas(largefarms) areviolated and thereisno
authority to seethat they are complied with. Themini-
mum wageisoften not paid, benefitsare never paid, and
the conditions of hygieneareinhumane. Childrenare
forced towork so that thefamily can subsist.

After thesigning of the Peace Accordsin 1996,
various institutions and commissions were created,
CONIC noted, to deal with the problemsfaced by the
indigenous, but they only have served theendsof thegov-
ernment as something to present before theinternational
community. Oftenthey arefunded by theinternational
community, not thegovernment. Theseprogramsareal-
ways plagued by budget shortfallsand do not carry out
thefunctionsfor which they werecreated. Ingeneral,
CONIC said, theseingtitutionsor commissionsare used
by the party in power to carry out social worksin the
communitiesto securevotes.

In agrarian conflicts, the constant hasbeen vio-
lent evictions, negotiationsused asadelaying tactic, and
fincasthat areovervaued, withthe complicity of govern-
ment officials, and sold to campesinosand Mayans, who
arethen stuck with debtsthey cannot pay. Evictionsand
theillega stealing of Mayan land arethe order of theday
through decrees of “ protected areas’ and “ preserves,”
which arethen privatized and sold to national and inter-
national companies. 1n spiteof technical and financial
abandonment and in spite of farming theworst and small-
est lands, Mayan agriculture hasmanaged to provide the
Guatema an population with basic grains, vegetables, and
fruits, CONIC sad. Withthesgning of the Central Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement, these productswon’t beable
to compete with thelarge transnational companiesand
Mayanfarmerswill haveto abandontheir lands.

CONI C noted that the Mayan people had been
subjected to policiesof extermination, assmilation, “le-

ga” theft, and open repression. The Mayanshave sur-
vived three holocausts, CONIC said: the Spanishinva
sion of 1524; theliberal reform of 1871; and the civil
war, which lasted thirty-six years, from 1962 to 1996.
“Now weareat thedoors of anew holocaust,” CONIC
stated, “withthesigning of CAFTA and thelaw of con-
ons[alaw whichalowstheprivatization of Stateser-
vices]. Only inthislight canweunderstand thediscrimi-
nation and racismweareliving with daily, at thistime.”

Marlin Project tobeCompleted by Year'sEnd

The Canadian mining company GlamisGold an-
nounced that itscontroversial Marlin Project, based in
SanMarcos, will befinished by theend of thisyear, ahead
of schedule. Glamis expectsto reap 5,000 ounces
of gold and three million ounces of silver annually
for theten-year life of the mine. (Seeinsert for the
statement of indigenous groups on the mine.)

The company isaready raking inrecord profits
fromitsother mines. Itsnet incomefor the second quar-
ter of 2005was$8.2 million, a183 percent increase com-
pared to the second quarter of last year. Glamis owns
mines in Nevada, Mexico, Honduras, and bought the
Cerro Blanco minein Asuncion Mita, Jutiapa, in 1998.

The Guatemalan Ministry of Energy and Mines
issued an exploitation licensefor devel opment and op-
eration of theMarlin Project, in San Miguel Ixtahuacan
and Sipacapa, San Marcos, to Montana Company,
Glamis loca subsidiary, on November 27, 2003. Mgjor
construction milestonesinthe Marlin Project, according
to Glamis, include compl etion of the accessroad, sub-
stantial completion of earthworks, minetunnel advance-
ment to 767 meters, and substantial completion of the
permanent camp and warehousefacilities.

Criticsare concerned about the environmental
impact of themine, which will use cyanideto leach out
thegold and whichwill useabout 760 litersof groundwa:
ter per minute, eveninthedry season. Hired toreview an
environmental assessment doneby Glamis, which pre-
dicted no harm, independent US consultant Robert Moran
blagtedit as*very smplisticand optimistic.” InApril, both
heand Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini wererefused entry to
themine, according to the Guatema an group MadreSdva.

Glamissaysitiscommitted to collaborating with
local communities, government authorities, and NGOson
issues associated with mine devel opment and operations.
A car bombing, twokillings, and numerousdesth threats
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have been the price paid by thosewho have opposed the
mine. TheWorld Bank isbacking the project with a$45-
millionloan.  Beginningin December 2004, protesters
in Los Encuentros, Sololablocked aconvoy of mining
equipment for forty-two days. On January 11, acontin-
gent of 1,300 policeand army forcesfired on the protest-
ers, killing oneand injuring several more. Two weeks
later, Bishop Ramazzini led 3,000 peopleinan anti-mine
protest. Helater received seriousdeath threats. InMarch
aguard for the mine's security force shot and killed
twenty-three-year-old Alvaro Sanchezinthestreet. Glamis
saystheincident resulted fromapersona conflict, adding
that the guard, who has since disappeared, also stolea
company vehicle. AlsoinMarch, avehiclebelongingtoa
Mayan |eader wastorched, and death threstswereissued
against him and two other anti-minecommunity leaders.

After theseincidents, the mine condemned the
useof violenceand threatsby any faction. Glamisinsists
on the benefits of the mine, claiming the project could
contribute $500 million to the country’s economy over
themine' sproductivelife. Local residentsand many hu-
man rightsgroupsarguethat local communitieswerenot
properly consulted about aproject that will harm theen-
vironment, endanger people' shedth, and destroy sacred
Mayansites.

Social GroupsWill ContinueFighting CAFTA

Gilberto Atz, theleader of the National Coordi-
nating Committee of Campesino Organi zations (CNOC),
sad popular groupsin Guatemaawill beworkingtomini-
mizethe damage CAFTA will causeto the poorest sec-
torsof society. The Berger administration has promised
to promotetenlaws, called* social compensations,” that
would attenuate the adverse effectsof CAFTA. Atzrec-
ommended that the government provide objectiveinfor-
mation about the effectsof CAFTA andincreasethelevel
of support to small producers, sincethe poor will not ben-
efit at all from the agreement. The popular groupsare
planning to work very hard to achieve awageincrease
for farmworkers.

Remainsof MassacreVictimsBuried

On August 3 in San Martin Jilotepeque,
Chimaltenango, rdativesof victimsof theinternal armed
conflict buriedtheremainsof twenty-five people massa-
cred by military forcesduring themilitary governmentsof
Romeo Lucas Garciaand José Efrain RiosMontt. Eleven

of theremainswerenot identified. Garmentsand other
evidencewasdisplayed next to theremainsat achurch’s
convent, in hopesthat surviving family memberswould
recognize an item and be ableto makean identification.

The Guatema an Foundation of ForenscAnthro-
pology (FAFG) foundtheremainslast year in clandestine
cemeteriesinthevillageof Xesyj, said FdicianaMacario,
of theNationa Coordinating Committee of Guatemalan
Widows.

Ex-PAC MembersRegistered

Efrain Oliva, president of thehigh-level commis-
sion ontheissueof Civil Defense Patrols (PACs), said
that, asregistration closesfor those who claim to have
served inthe patrols, the government expectsto havea
list of 570,000 former patrollers. Thenext stepwill beto
review the paper work presented by each former PAC
member to guaranteethelegality of the documentation.
Accordingto Oliva, thegoa isto haveabaseof 450,000
ex-patrollersready to receive payment. Former PAC
membersmust plant treesin exchangefor the Q5,241.60
($690.50) offered during the administration of Alfonso
Portillo asrecompensefor their unpaid, often forced pa-
trolling. Many ex-PA C |leaders are demanding payment
in cash with no strings attached and are threatening to
takeactionif their demandsare not granted.

Teachers Demand Wage I ncrease

Morethan 5,000 peopledemondtratedinlate July
to demand anincreasein wages. Most of the protesters
wereteachers. They shouted 9 ogans about the high cost
of living, asking that rising pricesfor basic goodsbe con-
trolled becausewith their wagesthey smply couldn’t make
ends meet. They rejected the monthly bonus of Q75
($9.88) offered by Minister of Education Maria del
CarmenAcefia. They asked for anincreasein wages of
Q1,000 ($131.73), thereform of the national education
system, and theresignation of the Minister of Education.
Themarchendedinfront of the Palace of the Legidature,
where protest organizerswere given ameeting with the
Education Committee,

Berger FailstoRein in Costs, Violence

According to representatives of the Association
of Socia Organizations(COS), sincetaking officeeigh-
teen months ago, the administration of President Oscar
Berger hasnot been ableto solvetheissue of security or
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stopinflation. COSrepresentative CarlosBarredasaid
statisticsindicate that violence, unemployment, and the
price of basic necessities haveincreased. COSfound
that themagority of Guatemalansbelievethegovernment
hasfailed to control both common and organized crime.
Another problemisthegenerdizedincreasein pricesand
unemployment. Asaresult, the economic situation and
citizen safety issueshave worsened. COS emphasized
theimportance of having thegovernment assgn morere-
sourcesto health, education, and security, all areasthat
have been lacking resources. “We have planned ana-
tional emergency project to avoid the socid protest and
conflict,” Barrerasaid. Theplaninvolvesthe establish-
ment of policiesthat would contributeto consolidating
democracy, development, and thewel l-being of the popu-
lation, such asincreasing spending on publicinvestment
ineducation, hedth, and housing, and raising tax revenue
by increasing taxeson luxury cars, cigarettes, or tobacco.

NEW RESOURCES

Chixoy Dam L egacy | ssues Sudy
Author: BarbaraRose Johnston, Ph.D.
Publisher: Center for Politica Ecology

In the midst of the civil war in Guatemala, the
World Bank and the I nter-American Devel opment Bank
funded the congtruction of the Pueblo-Vigo Quixa project
(the Chixoy Dam) onthe Chixoy River. Over 3,000 fami-
lieswereforcibly evicted from their homesand another
6,000 householdssufferedlosses. Protestswere met with
state-sponsored violence, including massacres of women
and children. Communitiesthat attempted to negotiatefair
compensation weredeclared guerilla-supporting commu-
nities. Thestudy examinesthelasting negativeimpact the
Chixoy Dam hashad on communitiesintheregioninan
effort to securereparation for thevictims.

Truth, Torture, and the American Way:
The History and Consequences of US | nvolvement
in Torture
Author: Jennifer Harbury
Publisher: Beacon Press

Jennifer Harbury’sinvestigation into torture be-
ganwhen her husband disgppeared in Guatemaain 1992;
shetold thestory of histortureand murder in Searching
for Everardo. Harbury has now used her formidable
legal, research, and organizing skillsto offer well-docu-

mented evidence of the CIA’scontinuousinvolvementin
torturetacticssincethe 1970s. The book includesmov-
ing persond testimony from survivorsof torturein Latin
America—anumber of whom were tortured with US
personnel present—and testimonies of survivorsfrom
other partsof theworld, aswell.

Now Available: Fair Trade Coffeefrom Guate-
mala

Bird and farmer friendly JuanAnaCefe...

Shade coffee is not &
brand name but amethod of
growing coffeethat isfar su-
perior in quality than sun-
grown coffee. Sun-grown cof-
fee promotesdeforestation in|
LatinAmericaand the Carib-
bean. Shade-grown coffee
creates maintainsforest and
treeland and benefitsmigra-
tory birdsand other animals.

Shade-grown coffeeis
also tastier! It consists of
Arabica beans, which take
longer toripenfor harvest. The
coffee, therefore, isrich and smoother tasting. Also, Juan
Anacoffeeisgrownwithout fertilizers, chemicas, or pes-
ticides.

You can buy Juan Anacoffeefrom usfor $7.00
or you can buy it for what you would at a place like
Starbucks—$13—and know that wewill put the extra
$6.00 to good use advocating for human rightsin Guate-
mda

“JuanAna’ coffeeisproduced by familiesin San
LucasToliman viaaland grant project. Your purchase
will benefit both the coffee cooperativeand GHRC/USA.

Contact infodoc@ghrc-usa.org for more info
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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