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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

DEATH THREATS

Union LeadersThreatened

Eight leaders of the WorkersUnion of the Mort-
gage Credit Bank have been threatened with death. On
July 25, at about 7:30A.M., afunera wreath wasfound
hanging from thewindow of the headquartersof theLa-
bor Union of Guatemalan Workers (UNSITRAGUA).
Two obituarieswerefound insde the building, addressed
to theWorkers Union of the National Mortgage Credit
Bank, whichisamember of UNSITRAGUA. Oneof
theobituaries specificaly threstened with death eight leed-
ersof theWorkersUnion of theNational M ortgage Credit
Bank.

The obituary stated, “Rest in peace, National
Mortgage Credit Union. On the back wasthe message,
“What ashameto | ose pseudo-leaders sonsof bitches,”
followed by the namesof theeight |eaders.

Theleadersthreatened with death areVinicio
Ordoniez Garcia, Secretary General; Luis Erenesto
Morales Galvez, amember of the Consultative Coun-
cil; Fernando Cirin Aroche, Secretary of Labor and
Conflicts; Efrain L6pez Quiche, Secretary of Commu-
nications, Acts, and Accords; Elio Santiago Monroy
L Opez, Secretary of Finances, Manuel FranciscoArias
Virula, Secretary of Social Provision; Danilo Enrique
CheaHerrera, Secretary of Publicity and Organiza-
tion; and José DouglasAcencio, Secretary of Athlet-
ics. (Seeenclosed Urgent Action for moreinforma-
tion.)

EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTION

Human RightsL eader Murdered

Alvaro Juérez, 64 yearsold, was assass nated on
thenight of July 8. According to the Unity of Protection
for Human Rights Defenders, hewas eating dinner with

hiswifeat hishousein San Benito Petén when heavily
armed men arrived at the door. Hiswifewent back into
thekitchen. Then sheheard shots. Whenshereturnedto
theroomwhereher husband had been, shefound him deed.

Mr. Juarez wasdirector of theAssociation of the
Displaced of the Petén. Hewasworking on issues of
development rel ated to health, education, land, housing,
and humanitarian ass sance. Hewasa soworking against
impunity in the Petén and often denounced injustice, cor-
ruption, and abuses of authority committed by the Na-
tiona Civil Police. TheAssociation of Displaced of the
Peténisamember of theAlliancefor Lifeand Peace, a
network of organizationsthat hasbeen carrying out cam-
paignsagainst the Central American Free TradeAgree-
ment (CAFTA) and against the construction of hydro-
electricdamsin the Petén.

Themoativefor thekillingisunknown, but Guate-
malan human rights anaysts note with concernthat his
murder coincideswith theintimidation of two other hu-
manrightsdefenderswho have been activeinthestruggle
agang CAFTA. Thosetwo humanrightsdefendershave
received written death threats. The characteristic that
unitesthesethree casesisthat the attacks are being di-
rected against leaderswho have been important in the
movement but have not been public.

An attempt had previously been made on Mr.
Juérez'slife, dsowhilehewasin hishome. Hehadre-
ported the attempt to the authorities, but it was never
investigated, and it was not reported to other organiza-
tionswithincivil society. Severd daysbeforehismurder,
according to reports, he had received threats and had
reported them to the Public Prosecutor’s Officeand to
theHuman Rights Procurator’ sOfficein GuatemdacCity.

OTHERHUMANRIGHTSVIOLATIONS

Journalists Beaten by Ex-PACs
Angry former members of the Civil Self De-
fense Patrols (ex-PACs), who blocked the San José
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bridgein Chiquimulaon July 11, attacked fivejournal-
istsand numerousdriversand residentswith clubsand
machetes. They al so destroyed the equipment and ve-
hicles of reporters Denys Roldén, Edwin Paxtor, and
Benjamin Martinez, of Prensa Libre, and Rolando
Hernandez Castellon and Arnulfo Ortiz, of Radio
Chiquimula. Martinez sought refuge with anearby
National Civil Police patrol, but the two officersdid
not assist him and instead left the area. The ex-PAC
members were requesting the resignation of the de-
partmental governor, Boris Roberto Espafia.

320Women Murdered thisYear

SusanaVillaran, Specia Rapporteur on Violence
Against Women for the Organi zation of American States,
visited Guatemalarecently to assessthe state of human
rights. Oneof her main concernswasthe ongoing, brutal
violence against women. Accordingto Villarén, theln-
ter-American Commission on Human Rights (ICHR) of
the OA Shasreceived continua information ontheissue,
both from organi zationsdefendingwomen'srightsand from
the Presidential Commission on Human Rights
(COPREDEH). “Weknow that thestuationremainsmore
or lessthesame,” shesaid, “and it wasaready very seri-
ous”

Groupsin Guatemalahavereported anincrease
in murders of women. Estimates by the Human Rights
Procurator’s Officeindicatethat in 2005 the number of
women murdered could exceed 600. Theescalationin
murder rates has been a steady trend. In 2003, 383
women were murdered, and in 2004, the number of
womenkilled roseto 527.

According to the statistics of the Human Rights
Procurator’s Office, from January 2002 to May of this
year, 1,366 women were murdered, including 66 percent
with* sadismand extremeforce.” DatafromtheNational
Civil Police (PNC) reveasthat so far in 2005 at |east
320 women have been murdered, anumber that human
rightsdefendersconsider darming, sinceit indicatesthat
about two women aday arebeing murdered.

Villarédn, who isthevice president of the ICHR,
noted that the situation was more seriousthanin Ciudad
Juérez, Mexico, which has been aninternational focal
point. “Thenumber of femdevictimsof violencein Gua-
temalafar exceeds those in Ciudad Juérez,” she said.
During her previousvisit to Guatemala, in September

2004, Villaran cited World Health Organi zation statistics
from 2002 ranking Guatemal athefifthworst country in
theworld regarding crimesagainst women.

Reportsof Domestic Violence Nearly Double

In 2004, 1,621 more cases of domestic violence
werereported than in 2003, according to the Program of
Prevention and Eradication of Domestic Violence
(PROPEVI). Thisspikein reportsrepresentsaninety-
three percent increase over the previousyear, when 1,736
caseswere reported. 1n 2004 the number of casesre-
ported reached 3,357, and the number is expected to
rise again thisyear; from January to May, 1,352 cases
werereported.

Themgority of thosereporting domestic violence
reside in poor, crime-ridden areas of Guatemala City,
zones 18, 12, 6, 7, 1, and 21. Women were the large
majority of thevictimsin 2004, numbering 1,924. Men
made up asmall percentage, totaling 568. Young girls
condtituted 255 of thevictimsand young boys235. Teen-
agegirlsreporting violence numbered 67. Only 2 teen-
ageboysreported violence. Thevictimsasoincluded 61

elderly people.

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

ODHA Releases Child Abuse Report
A study by the Archbishop’s Human Rights Of -
fice (ODHA) reports that seven out of ten childrenin
Guatemdaarevictimsof physica, sexud, or psychologi-
cal abuse. Fifty percent of children arevictimsof physi-
ca abuse, thirty-five percent arevictimsof sexual abuse,
andfifteen percent arevictimsof emotiond abuse. Among
theworst casesfound inthereport were children stabbed,
burned, or injured by metal objects. “ Child abuseisused
by parentsto correct their children, who becomeviolent
peopleby growing upinaclimateof violence,” Claudia
Agredas, investigator for the ODHA, said.
Haroldo Oquendo, director of National Commis-
sonAgainst ChildAbuse (CONACMI), saysitisworri-
somethat this problem has not diminished, despite vari-
ousnaiona campaigns. Nevertheless, thecampaignshave
succeeded in raising awareness and encouraging people
to speak out against child abuse. Oquendo a so expressed
hisconcern over theincreasein casesof sexua abuse. It
isfeared that children will not report thistype of abuse
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andthat it will only be detected later when the children
aretreated in the hospital for sexually transmitted dis-
eases. Accordingto CONACMI’sinvestigation, thede-
partmentsreporting the highest levelsof child abuseare
Guatemal a, Zacapa, Jalapa, Chiquimula, and Escuintla.
Poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, and domestic violence
aresomeof thefactorsthat provoke child abuse, Oquendo
sad.

RIGHT TO LAND

EvictionsContinue

According toacommuniquereceived from the
Committee for Campesino Unity (CUC), campesinos
continueto beevicted fromtheir lands, and their crops,
houses, and other buildingsare destroyed. Thegovern-
ment hasrecently reiterated that it will evict 350 families
livinginthe Catorce de Febrero community locatedinthe
municipality of the Puerto de San José, Escuintla. Ac-
cording to the Union of Campesino Organizationsof the
Vergpaces, thegovernmentisthreateningto carry out thirty-
eight evictionsinAltaand BgjaVerapaz and |zabd. The
Nationa Civil Policeof Cobéanindicated that thirty-five
eviction warrantsare on record for the same number of
private estates, which are still occupied by several fami-
lies. The occupied lands are in Santa Ines and La
Primavera, Santa Cruz Verapaz; San Andres, in San
Cristobal Verapaz; Chiquim Guaxcux, in Tamahu; La
Serrania, LaBendicion and Sesaclech, in Chisec, al of
theminAltaVerapaz.

RIGHT TO JUSTICE

Fileson Disappear ed Discovered

About 30,000 Nationa Policefilesdetailing de-
cades of abuseswerediscoveredinmid-July inanold
police ammunition depot. Staff membersof the Human
Rights Procurator’s Office were attempting to make the
Nationa Civil Police (PNC) moveexplosivesstoredin
the depot to aplace farther away from the population
when by chancethey stumbled upon thousands of bales
of filesthat appear to be acompleterecord of the activi-
tiesof the notoriousNationa Police, disbanded after the
end of thethirty-six year civil war.

Withtitleslike* Disappeared People 1989” and
“Kidnapped Children 1993,” thefilescould end thesearch

for somevictimsof thewar. Buoyed by the discovery,
investigatorsfrom the Human Rights Procurator’ soffice
then searched police headquartersand found morefiles.

Mario Polanco, director of the Mutua Support
Group (GAM), said, “We believethat these documents
containinformationthat will alow ustofind out what hap-
pened to hundreds of disappeared people.”

“Thisisoneof themost important discoveriesin
recent times,” Human Rights Procurator Sergio Moraes
toldloca media. “We havefound filesabout missing per-
sons. Thedocumentscontain. . . abook withinformation
about children who were disappeared and to whom they
werelater given.”

Thedirector of the PNC, Erwin Sperisen, said,
“Wedo not haveanything to hide. They areoldfiles. If
[the Human Rights Procurator] had asked for themwe
would have giventhemto him, and if thereis something
abnormal he can makeaformal complaint to the Public
Ministry.” Sperisen saidthe PNC waskeepingitsfilesin
that place because of itstight budget.

Thearchive, which runsfrom 1930 through 2002,
isso hugeit could take somefiveyearsto sift through.
GAM offered to scan and photograph all of the docu-
mentsto create an electronic database. Human rights
activistsfear that thefiles could meanwhilefall intothe
handsof thoseinterested in destroying them.

“The state’s obligation now isto protect these
documents, so we can start working onthem assoon as
possible,” said Frank LaRue, Presidential Commissioner
for HumanRights.

“Theinformation,” said IduvinaHernandez, of
Security in Democracy, “ should be protected by and at
the disposition of theHuman Rights Procurator’ s Office.”

Thefilescurrently remain werethey werefound,
infour dank buildingsinfested with batsand cockroaches.
Government rightsworkers are keeping atwenty-four-
hour vigil over thearchives, concerned that they might be
stolen by groupswho do not want their contentsreveal ed.

Government Apologizesfor Massacre

The Guatemalan government has gpol ogized for
the government-directed massacre of 226 peoplein Plan
de Sanchez, BgaVerapaz. VicePresident Eduardo Stein
traveled by hdlicopter to Plan de Sanchez, ningty-fivemiles
north of GuatemalaCity, to formally accept government
responsbility for thekillingsby soldierson July 18, 1982.
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Thegovernment wasordered to apol ogize by the
I nter-American Human Rights Court, whichinaruling
last fall also ordered the stateto pay survivorsand rela
tives$7.9 millionindamages.

Stein said the army had “ unleashed bloodshed
andfiretowipeout an entirecommunity.” Soldiersaided
by membersof civil defensepatrolsstormedinto Plande
Sanchez. They used machetes and machine gunstokill
inhabitants, and forced groups of men and womeninto
homes, which they set ablaze or pelted with grenades. A
helicopter also bombed thearea. The Plan de Sanchez
massacretook place during the el ghteen-month dictator-
ship of Efrain RiosMontt.

Villaran Decries| mpunity

Atleast five humanitarian organizationsmet with
SusanaVillaranto expresstheir concern about thehuman
rightssituationingenerd. Mario Polanco, director of the
Mutua Support Group (GAM), said Guatemalawasgo-
ing through difficult times. He pointed to GAM’sstéatis-
ticsfrom thefirst trimester of theyear, inwhich 1,580
peoplewere murdered. Of these murders, elevenwere
extrgudicia executions. Eighty murder victimswereun-
der fifteen yearsof age.

Francisco Mateo, of theAssociation of Displaced
Peopleof the Petén, told Villaran that therewaspolitical
repression in the Petén, which the government was mak-
ingan effort to conced. Villaranwasasotold about vio-
lenceandthreatsagaingt Guatemdan journdists. Accord-
ingtolleanaAlamilla, president of theAssociation of Gua:
temalan Journaligts, thisyear donejournaistshave been
thevictimsof twenty-six attacks. Amongthemaininci-
dents, shementioned death threats, physical and verba
aggressions, and restriction of accessto information.

Villarén said theaggressionsandintimidationsin
Guatemalaare occurring in adangerous context, wors-
ened by thelack of investigation and the prevailingimpu-
nity thet shesaid semmed fromthe* idlenessof the State,”
which hasbecomeapattern.

“Thegreatest problemin Guatemaaliesin how
many people have accessto justice and how many re-
celveasentence. . .only five percent of thetotal number
of casesreachthefinal phaseof sentencing.” Shewent on
to say that Guatemalawould not achievereconciliation if
itdid not end impunity firs.

She met with president Oscar Berger and other
high-level government officialson July 20 to show her
concern about “theregrettablewal | of impunity.”

“Within the reparations (economic, psychologi-
cal, and social), the element of justiceisessential,” she
told journaistsafter themeeting with the president. “Itis
not possibleto mend thesituation if the victim does not
know thetruth, doesnot identify and individually pros-
ecutethephysical andintellectual perpetratorsof human
rightsviolationsand penalizethemin accordancewiththe
law after aproper trid.”

Two daysearlier shehad participated in an offi-
cial ceremony with Vice President Eduardo Steinashe
asked forgiveness, on behalf of the Guatemalan govern-
ment, from the victimsand survivorsof amassacre that
thearmy carried out in 1982 (seepage 3).

“Thevictimsreceiveforgivenessand financial
compensationfor theviolation of their human rights, but
they do not have accesstojustice, that is, to what actualy
happened and theidentification of thoseresponsible, so
no reparation and reconciliationispossible,” Villaran said.

Al DemandsJusticefor Women

Amnesty Internationa’ s Mexico section demon-
drated July 14 outs dethe Guatemal an embassy inMexico
City to pressure the Guatemalan government to investi-
gate and prosecute the murderersof 1,188 women and
girlskilled from 2001 to 2004.

Theresponse of the Guatemalan authoritiesto
these hate crimes against womenissimilar to that of the
governor of Chihuahua, Francisco Barrio, said Liliana
Veldzquez, president of the Al Section, Mexico: “The
women are at fault; they had bad reputations; what are
they going off for with menthey don’t know; they were
wearing short skirts.”

Shecited the case of SandraJanet PalmaGodoy,
agirl of saventeen, who wasmurderedin2004. Her right
armwas cut off, her breastswere cut off, her left hand
was severed, and her eyes and heart were ripped out.
Shealso told of Marialsabel Veliz Franco’sdeath. A
fifteen-year-old student, shewasabducted, beaten, raped,
burned with cigarettes, stabbed, and strangled. Shedied
from asevere blow to the head with an axe.

For these crimes of hatred toward women “we
arehere,” Velasguez said, “to demand justice.” Ambas-
sador SotoAguirredid not recelvethe protesters, dthough
they had asked for ameeting with him amonth in ad-
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vance. Anundersecretary of the embassy, Juan de Dios
Soberanes, also in charge of mediarelations, did meet
with them. In response to their concerns, he said the
savage crimes against women and girlswere apattern
and part of the context of Latin Americaand therewas
not much the government could do.

Amnesty International membersvisited the Gua-
temalan Consul, Armando Cruz Carvgd, in Guadd gara
on the sameday and gave himtherecently released Al
report on the murders on women in Guatemala. Then
they set up aninformation table outside of the cathedral
to educate M exican citizens about the femi cides occur-
ring in the neighboring country and the Guatemalan
government’slack of action ontheissue.

OTHER INFORMATION

USCongressApprovesCAFTA

TheHouse narrowly passed the Central Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) by avoteof 217-
215|ateat night on July 27 amidst opponents’ objections
that the Administration was buying votes. Thefifteen-
minutevoting session was held open for an hour toalow
Republicansenough timeto gather the necessary votesto
passthetreaty. The deciding votewas cast by Repre-
sentative Robin Hayes (R-NC), apreviously adamant
opponent of CAFTA becuase of itseffectson thetextile
industry. House Speaker J. DennisHastert convinced
Hayesto change hisvoteat thelast minute by promising
to push for measuresrestrictingimportsof Chinesecloth-
ing. TheBushAdministration hopes CAFTA's passage
will provide momentum for further freetrade dealsde-
spitethedeep political divideit caused, with only fifteen
Democratsvoting for thetreaty.

USRep SaysCAFTA or Troops

During the US Senate’' sone day of debateon the
Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA),
Daniel Ortega’ snamewas uttered twelvetimes, assena-
torsinfavor of CAFTA conjured up the specter of acom-
munigt-controlled Centrd Americaif thetrade agreement
perished. Theformer Nicaraguan guerrilla-fighter-turned-
politician was voted out of officefifteen yearsago and
hassincelost two electoral bidsto regain the presidency.
Theremarksof OklahomaRepublican Jamesinhofedur-
ingtheJuly debateweretypicd of thosedludingto Ortega:
“These Communists, these enemiesof the United States,

Chavez, Ortega, and Castro, are al in opposition to
CAFTA. If youwant tobeontheir side, youwould vote
against CAFTA.” Senator Pat Roberts, a Republican
from Kansas, exclaimed, “1 do not want to go back to
the Nicaraguan Situation and Danny Ortega. Thatisnatin
thebest interestsof these countriesintheregion, andit cer-
tainly isnot in the best interests of our nationda security.”

The strongest remarksto date have been made
by Illinois Republican Mark Kirk, who served asaspe-
cia assistant tothe Secretary for Inter-American Affairs
at the State Department in the early 1990s. Congress-
man Kirk told House colleagues on July 20 that Hugo
Chavez—whom hecalled “ Venezud a sMussolini”—was
purchas ng weaponsto fight anew war. “ Hiswar may be
inCentral America,” Kirk said. “Hisagentsarealready
funneling oil money to groupshostiletothe United States
andtofreetrade.”

“We in the Congress have a choice to make,”
Kirk went on. “We can either send exportsto Centra
Americaor troops. Next week |let usenact afreetrade
agreement with Central Americatolock in democratic
growth and stability, and let usmake surethat President
Hugo Chavez' sVenezud an agentsfind nofertileground
inAmerica sback yard.”

Hunger SrikeAgainst CAFTA

A group of twelve peoplefrom variousorgani za-
tions conducted ahundred-hour hunger strikein LosAn-
gdestoexpressoppostionto CAFTA. Thehunger strike,
which ended on July 17, was successful in attracting the
attention of somemedia, including L atino tel evision net-
works. MarioAvila, asurvivor of torturein Guatemala,
wasoneof the organizersof the protest. Another partici-
pant was Sal vadoran torture survivor MariaGuardado.
Botharemembersof the TortureAbolition Survivorsand
Support Codition, based in Washington, DC, and headed
by Sister DiannaOrtiz.

MoreDamsPlanned

InApril, Guatemala sNational Ingtitute of Elec-
trification (INDE)—a state company that waspartially
privatized in 1996—announced the rel aunching of three
major hydrod ectric projects. Xddé&and Serchil damsare
expected to be built along the Negro, or Chixoy, River.
The Chulac dam is planned for construction on the
Cahabon River, aso inwestern Guatemal a, on the bor-
der between the departmentsof 1zaba and AltaVerapaz.
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According to INDE Manager Carlos Colom, construc-
tion on one of the plants could begin at the end of 2006.
He predictsthat all three plants could be operative be-
tween 2010 and 2011.

Sixty communitiesnear the banksof the Chixoy
River, between AltaVerapaz and Quiché, fear they will
bedisplaced if the Xaaadam construction project, be-
gun twenty-fiveyearsago, isrelaunched. Thecontro-
versia Chixoy dam was constructed in the 1980s and
now accountsfor twenty percent of the country’ selectri-
ca power. The Chixoy dam’scongtruction ledtothemas-
sacre of about 500 indigenousresidents of theareaand
the displacement of thousandsmore. Xadéand Serchil’s
construction began the following decade but were not
compl eted because of technica problemsandtheinternd
armed conflict.

Thecommunity of Copala, hometothefirst gen-
eration of refugeeswho returned from Mexicoin 1993to
settleinthisvillage, expressed their uncertainties about
thedtuation. “Webuilt all of thiswith our barehandsover
the past twelve years. And now, what are we going to
do?Leaveagain?’ said acommunity leader who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous.

By theend of August thisyear, Colom said that
technical andfinancia aswell associd and environmenta
studieswill be publicly presented, athough thereareno
plansin placefor aconsultation, whichisrequired by the
ratification of the International Labour Organization’s
Convention 169 concerningindigenous peopl€e srights.
Inreationtothefinancid viability of theprojects, Colom
confirmed strong interest from both Guatemalanandin-
ternationd investors. Even INDE itsdlf couldinvestinthe
project. According to experts, the Spanish energy com-
pany Unién Fenosa, which holds 85 percent of INDE's
shares, could benefit from entering into thisnew areaof
electricity generation. “ The purpose of theseprojectsis
not to cover an energy deficit becausethereisaready a
surplus,” Colom says. “ At the moment, with 7,000 giga
watts’hour annually (and 1,550 megawattsof real power
installed), we surpassthedemand. Infact, wearesdlling
energy to El Salvador. Butitisnecessary tokeepinmind
that demand grows by arate of 100 to 120 gigawatts/
hour each year,” headded.

According to Colom, theam of these new works—
which will mean 700 megawatts of power and the pro-
duction of roughly 3,000 gigawatts’/hour moreannually—

isto stabilizethedectricity ratesin Guatemalaaswell as
alleviatethe country’s dependence on hydrocarbonsfor
the e ectric generation, which currently generate sixty-five
percent of the domestic electricity. Colom said that this
surpluswould be exported throughout theisthmus.

Zacapa Residents Vote No

On July 3, in ademocratic referendum, 2,831
residentsof Rio Hondo, Zacapawent to the ballot boxes
tovoteontheviability of the construction of threehydro-
electricdamsalong the Rio Hondo. Anoverwhelming
majority—2,735 of the voters—gavearesounding noto
the proposed construction of thedam. Only 2.63 per-
cent voted for the project.

Theplebiscitewasorganized, directed, monitored,
andlegdized by the SupremeElectord Tribund, thelocal
mayor, and the coordinating board of resdents. Immedi-
ately after the results became known, two companies—
Rio Hondo, Incorporated and Electro Oriente—filed le-
gd apped schallenging theresults. At thesametime, Luis
Ortiz, theMinister of Energy and Mines, beganto ques-
tiontheresultsof thevote.

According toArticle 64 of theMunicipal Code,
at least 20 percent of registered votersmust participatein
andectiontogivethevotelega vaue. The Town Coun-
cil approved Act 33-2005 establishing the vote asbind-
ing, sincemorethan 20 percent of registered voterspar-
ticipated. TheTown Council also agreed that the current
municipal corporation and al futuremunicipal corpora-
tionswill be obliged to respect theresult of the plebiscite.

Gang M ember ship I ncreases 327 Per cent

Thenumber of gang membersin Central America
hasrisen by 327 percent sincel992. Thisincreasewasa
major topic of discussion at the Meso-American and
Caribbean Congresson Pediatrics, which ended on July
22, 2005.

“In Centrd Americawe could reach 500,000 gang
members,” saidAliciaRobledo, apediatrician and expert
on the subjects of childhood and youth. The number of
gang membersnow isestimated at between 65,000 and
100,000. Robledo said that in 1992 the number was
approximately 5,000. Inthirteen yearsmembershipin
gangshasincreased 327 percent, according to sudiesby
theAutonomousUniversity of Mexico.
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Guatemala Forum UrgesApproval of Security Laws

“Inview of theterriblestuation of violence, crimi-
nality, and impunity,” the GuatemalaForum asked Con-
gressto expedite the approval of apackage of security
andjusticelaws. Representativesof humanrights, pro-
fessiond, church, business, and andysisgroups met with
Jorge M éndez Herbruger, president of the Congress, on
July 19to urgetherepresentativesto consider their pro-
posal.

Helen Mack, Director of theMyrnaMack Foun-
dation, said the Forum wants Congressto takeaction to
acceleratethe approval of the proposed lawsregarding
the penitentiary system, armsand munitions, regul ation of
private security businesses, and the creation of the Office
of Civil Intelligence.

Roberto Ardén, abusinessrepresentative, said
levelsof crimeand violenceinthe country aregenerating
great concern, and thereforethe Forumisrequesting that
Congressfulfill itsrespons bility to control thisproblem.
The Guatemala Forum also insisted on the need for re-
formsand lawsrelated to justicein order to combat im-
punity. Following the Guatema aForum representatives
visit, Méndez made acommitment to push the security
and justicelawsthrough the congressional committees.
Membersof Congresssay that they arestill workingon
theanalysisof the proposas, but it istaking alot of time
toreach aconsensus. Congressman LuisVelasquez said
each palitica groupisbringing inanincreasing number of
ideas and proposals, making it even harder to reach a
consensus. Only the Law of Weapons and Munitions
has been ruled on, but some political groupswant more
changestoit whenitisdiscussedinthe plenary session.
Thepenitentiary syslem bill and the onethat will regulate
private security organizationsare also at animpasse, as
other options are being evaluated. Members of Con-
gresshave said that the hardest issueto discuss, owingto
itscomplexity, will bethebill onthe Officeof Civil Intel-

ligence.

LAST WORD

130Attackson Human Rights Defender sin 2005
According to areport released by the Unity for
the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, there have
been 130 attacks against human rightsdefendersthusfar
in 2005, whichismorethanthetotal number of attacksin
2003. Furthermore, rather than peaksand dipsthrough-

out themonthsof 2005, the number of attackshassteadily
risen, an occurrence unseenin previousyears. Thecat-
egoriesof humanrightsdefendersattacked most oftenin
2005 a so changed over last year. Attackson campesinos,
indigenousactivists, and, aboveall, thoseinvolved with
devel opment issuesincreased, while attacks on accom-
paniment personnel, religious persons, andjudicial offi-
cialsdecreased.

Attacks by Year and During the First Semester
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.

Editor: Pat Davis (pdavis@ghrc-usa.org)
Additional assistance: Kristin Corcoran, Tessa Coronado, and Liesl Schumacher

ISSN #1085-0864

3321 12th Street NE Washington DC 20017 Tel - 202-529-6599 Fax - 202-526-4611
www.ghrc-usa.org ghrc-usa@ghrc-usa.org

paualealy] siapea] uolun :uonady wuabin :uasujo

G V14v9 sanouddy ssaibuod sn o
G puno4 paleaddesig ayl uo sajl4 391j0d o
g uoday asnqy p|iyo sasesdy YHAO ©
g lea) siyl paj|iy uswom 0¢cE o
.[ ........................................................ pa]ap]nw ]Gpea'l Sll.lﬁm UEI.UI'IH O
""JAISNI
/T00Z D@ ‘uolbulysepn
N RIS YIZT TCEE

VSN/UOKSSILWWOD [y
Sybry uvewnH |

BlRWDIRNS) §




