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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

CEIBA Leader Threatened
Mario Antonio Godinez L 6pez, General Coordinator of
theAssociation for the Promotion and Devel opment of
the Community (CEIBA), hasreceived aseriousthredt.
OnJuly 7 at 7:40A .M., thefollowing faxed message
arrived at hisofficeinthetown of BuenaVista,
Chimaltenango: URGENT NOTICE Mario Godinez,
Weinformyou that thelatest destabilizing actions
carried out by your organization have provoked discon-
tent and indignation inthe organizationsworking for
peacein the department. Werecommend: That you
abstain from carrying out meetingsof morethan twenty
peopleinany place becausewewill understand thisas
an act of new provocation and wewill react in response
to your destabilizing actions. Werecommend agreat
deal of prudenceinwhat you planfromhereonoutin
thecommunitiesand in the department.” Themessage
wassigned, “Huehuetenango Group Of Action For
CEIBA supportsand coordinateswork on
variousissueswith anumber of organizations. Mario
Godinez hasrecently coordinated and strengthened
work against mining concessi onsauthorized for nineteen
communitiesin Huehuetenango. Hehasa so beenvery
activeinthestruggleagainsgt the Dominican Republic-
Central American Free TradeAgreement (DR-
CAFTA). Hisorganization participated in the demon-
gtration against DR-CAFTA in March that |eft one
campesi nowithinjuriesrequiring theamputation of aleg
(CEIBA continuesto providehimwith medica assis-
tance), and oneteacher dead, the victim of an extrgjudi-
cid execution. CEIBA issupporting the Campesino
Unity Committee, aco-plaintiff inthelaw suit related to
theteacher’smurder. On March 16, the day after the
demongtration, unidentified armed menwent to
Godinez' soffice and asked for thedirector of CEIBA

or thedeputy director of CEIBA. Mario Godinez was
not inthecountry at thetime. InApril, Godinez traveled
to the United Statesto lobby against DR-CAFTA with
adelegation led by Monsignor Ramazzini, theArch-
bishop of San Marcos, who has al so been threatened
with death. On that occasion aGuatemalan congress-
man accused Godinez of having linksto parallel powers
inGuatemda. Mario Godinez hascurrently left his
workplaceto protect himself.

Congressman T hreatened

At 8:30 PM. on June 29 four unidentified men showed
up at the home of CongressmanAlfredo DeLeon, of
the Encounter for Guatemalaparty. The personwho
answered the door informed the men that hewas not at
home. Themen said they werewiththeAgrarian
Platform. When De L eon returned home and heard
about thevisit, heimmediately caled theleadersof the
Agrarian Platform to seewhether it wastruethat they
had come by hishouse. They had not; they did not
know wherehelived, andif they wanted totalk to him,
they alwayscalled himdirectly or at Congress. De

L edn noted that onthe same day asthevisit fromthe
unidentified men, hehad cell phoneproblems. He
couldreceivecalls, but hiscallsout were blocked.

DeL edn hasbeenworking on miningissues
and traveled to Sipacapafor thereferendum on mining.
He hasa so been working onthe Law of Concessions,
agrarianreform, and issuesrelated to thethreatsand
break-inssuffered by humanrightsand civil society
organizations.

CUC Member Threatened

José Ernesto Mencht Tojib, amember of the Com-
mittee for Campesino Unity (CUC) and amember of
the Movement of Victimsof the Internal Armed
Conflict in Uspantan, Quiché, wasthreatened with
deathon June 19. At 11:45A.M., four armed men
walked into hisleather workshop in the village of
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Chamac, Uspantan, Quiché. Only hispregnant wife
and ten-year-old daughter werethere. The men
repeatedly asked hiswifewhere hewas. Shesaid
she did not know. The men took 500 quetzal es
(approximately $65) and Ernesto Menchd’smobile
phone. Asthey left, they told Mench(’swife, “We
will find him eventualy and wewill kill him.”

When Menchu returned to hisworkshop, aman
whowasamilitary commissioner during thearmed
conflict and who now worked asasecurity guard at the
nearby San Siguan farm walked past theworkshop
twice, staring a Menchain anintimidating manner.

Asamember of the CUC, Menchi hasbeen
campaigning on behalf of agroup of 112 campesino
familieswho have been living and working on the San
Siguanfarm since 1950 and are at risk of being driven
off theland becausethe ownershave sold theland to
other people. Asamember of the M ovement of
Victimsof thelnternal Armed Conflict in Uspantan,
Mench( has been promoting exhumationsof mass
gravesin Quiché. Former military commissionersand
former membersof civil patrolshave beenvoca
opponents of the exhumationsin Quiché.

The Observatory for the Protection of Human
Rights Defenders, comprised of the World Organiza-
tion Against Torture and the I nternational Federation
on Human Rights, has expressed concern about the
“seriouslack of safety” human rightsdefendersin
Guatemalaare suffering and asked the Guatemalan
government to urgently adopt “appropriate and
necessary measures’ to correct the situation.

CALDH Staff Continueto Receive Threats
Various staff members of the Center for Human
RightsLegal Action (CALDH) suffered threatsand
intimidation in June, asthey have throughout the year.
On June 17, between 7:00 PM. and 8:00 PM., an
unidentified man scraped amachete against the
ground by the door of CALDH staff member José
Quino’'shome, inthevillage of Panimatzal an, near
San Andres Semetabaj, Solola. The man continued
thisactivity for about an hour. Quino was not at
home at thetime, but hiswife and five children, who
werein the house, werefrightened. When hiswife
tried to phone him, she was unable to get through.
Thefollowing day, Quino went to the Human Rights

Observatory that CALDH established in Solol 3,
parking his car nearby. When hereturned to hiscar
after approximately an hour, hefound that al the
windows had been smashed and hisradio and some
tools had been stolen. He drove down theroadin
the direction of Panagjachel, and before he had gone
morethan ablock aman hurled insultsat him and
said, “ That’swhat you get for leaving your doors
open.” Quino tried to telephone other CALDH staff
members. Once again, aphone connection was
impossible,

On June 18, at around 8:30A.M., CALDH
staff member Gustavo Adolfo Mufioz boarded a
minibus at 18" Street and 4" Avenuein Zone 1 of
Guatemala City. Hechose aseat inthe middle.
Then three men got on the bus. One sat beside
Mufioz and the other two took the seat behind him.
Then they threatened him with a pistol and robbed
him of hisbelongings, warning the other passengers
not to intervene. The buswasfull, but Mufioz was
the only person robbed.

OnJune 21 at 10:30A.M., Luis Fernando
Barrerawas approached by two unidentified men as
hewas delivering mail to an organization at 2™ Street
and 4" Avenuein Zone 2 of GuatemalaCity. The
men pointed agun at hishead and cornered him, then
stolehiscar. Theincident marksthefourthtimea
CALDH vehicle hasbeen stolen by armed menina
period of just over twelve months. The men did not
steal Barrera'scell phone, wallet, or acheck he had
just picked up from the organi zation. The assailants
wore vests similar to those used by bodyguards. The
robbery occurred three metersfrom an organization
that has protective ordersfrom the Inter-American
Commission of Human Rightsand presumably is
guarded by National Civil Police officers.

For over aweek, CALDH staff member
Abner Paredes’ parents had their phone service
mysteriously suspended. When they called the
phone company to find out what the problem was,
they weretold that their telephone “ had a special
intervention.” Phone company officialssaid they
could not give them any more details. At one point,
Abner Paredes' father wastalking on the phonewith
afriend when another voice interrumpted and began
insulting them both.
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In aletter to President Oscar Berger,
CALDH Director Edda Gaviolapointed out that
theseincidents could not be classified ascommon
crime but were political actsdesigned to weaken the
organization and hinder itswork. “Weinsistona
thorough investigation of the multipleincidentswe
havereported,” Gaviolawrote, “and on the disman-
tling of the clandestine structuresand illegal groups
that are attempting to sow terror among human rights
organizationswhich, like CALDH, dedicate them-
selvesto assisting victims of the recent past and
providing accompaniment in variousjudicial cases.”

STEG OfficeRaided

Between the evening of June 25 and the morning of
June 27, the office of the Union of Education Workers
of Guatemala(STEG) wasraided. Thesecretary of the
union discovered the break-in at 9:00A.M. on Mon-
day, June 27 when hearrived at hisofficeto begin
work. Onthewallsand onthe deskstheintruders
painted red crosses, presumably to symbolize death.
They a so painted red crosseson the organization's
postersagainst the privatization of education, on posters
with the name of STEG, and on posterswith images of
important leaders of themovement. Material losses
included thetheft of acomputer containing extensive
information on the Nationa Assembly of Teachers
programsanditsplansfor thefuture, aswell asthe
history of its programsand plansfrom 1989 to the
present. Two other computerswere destroyed. Red
paint was spilled on al thefiles, and paperswerea so
destroyed. A desk drawer containing money was|eft
open, but the money was not stolen.

InMarch, when STEG joined other groupsin
demondtrating against the Central American Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA), unidentified vehiclesbeganto
park outsidethe organization’soffices. Apparently the
occupants of the vehi cleswere attempting to monitor
thestaff’ sactivitiesor intimidate thoseins dethe buil d-
ing. Inadditionto CAFTA, STEG hasopposed the
Law of Concessions, which concerns privatization of
public resources. Asamember of the Labor and
Popular Action Unity (UASP), STEGisinvolvedina
lawsuit againgt Guatemala s president, vice president,
defense minister, interior minister, and chief of policefor
theextrgudicia execution of JuanLépezin

Colotenango, Huehuetenango in March of thisyear.
No action hasbeen taken to investigate or suspend the
officialsnamedinthesuit. Infact, on June 30, Presi-
dent Oscar Berger promoted Defense Minister Carlos
Aldanato the highest military rank attainable, General
Commander of theArmy.

Paramilitary Group Surfaces

TheNational Front of Strugglefor the Defense of
Public Servicesand National Resources(FNL) ina
communiqué has denounced the public emergenceof a
new paramilitary group. Eight menwearing hoodsand
armed with assault riflesheld ameetinginavillage near
San Lucas Toliman, Sololdon July 3 and announced
that they werededicated to“ social cleansing.” Then
they immediately proceeded to take away by forceand
shoot to death two members of the community.

Interior Minister CarlosVielmann responded by
telling the pressthat, ashisfirst hypothesis, thegroup
wasacting “ under theframework of theex-guerrillas.”

“Thesegratuitouspublic statements, which are
basalessbut cal cul ated, show theintentionality that for
thegovernment’ s part ishidden behind these events,”
the FNL said. The FNL expressed concernthat such
paramilitary action could be adopted by governmental
authoritiesto curtail public freedoms, undertakeabusive
practicesthat violatecivil rights, and persecutethose
who within the socia movementsare struggling for the
dignity of thepeople. The FNL suggested that thefact
that thecriminalsheldtheir first public actionin Solola
was not coincidence. That department isone of the
most activein the struggle against mining of metals, the
ratification of DR-CAFTA, and the Law of Conces-
sions. They saidit could therefore be deduced that the
action of thisnew paramilitary group wasadirect threat
against the peopleand their legitimateleaders. They
noted that it occurred within theframework of an
accelerated risein repression against social movements.
The FNL iscomposed of anumber of well-established
unionorganizations.

Jour nalistsDenounceAttacks

Inaletter to Interior Minister CarlosVielmann, the
Association of Guatemaan Journdists (APG) de-
manded an end to violent abuses against them by
membersof the Nationa Civil Police (PNC). Accord-
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ingtotheAPG inthe most recent incident officersfrom
Police Station No. 15inVillaNuevabeat and tried to
handcuff Nuestro Diario reporter Edwin Benaventeon
June 22 after he dipped and accidentally toretheyellow
tape surrounding acrime scenewherethreeyoung
people had been murdered.

TheAPG named over adozen attacksor acts
of intimidation against journaistssince January. The
APG also expressed concern that members of the PNC
haveinfiltrated social organizationsby pretendingto be
journdists. OnMarch 12 university students detained
two membersof the PNC who wereposing asPrensa
Librejournaistsand taking photographsand shooting
video footage of protesters. Theofficerswere Nelson
Cardonaand Lucilo Alvarez, of the Informative Rela-
tions Department of the National Civil Police. TheAPG
asked Vielmann to obey hiscongtitutional mandate and
givetheappropriate ordersto those under hiscommand
so that they would stop violating humanrights. The
APG aso asked for athorough investigation of al the
abusesthey had detailed in theletter and for the pros-
ecution of thoseresponsible.

Environmentalist Har assed

On June 21, Ricardo Sagastume, President of the
Chamber of Industry, saidinaradio and television
interview that Magali Rey Rosawas responsiblefor
the poverty of the Guatemalan people. Specificaly,
he said that she wasinciting the people, creating
problemsfor the country, and scaring off foreign
investment. Shefounded the Defendersof Nature
and was one of the founders of the Madreselva
Collective. Thecollectiveisdefending the national
parks of Rio Dulceand Lagunadel Tigrefrom
transnational lumber and petroleum companies. Ina
statement Rey Rosa said she had never incited
anyoneto commit illegal or violent actsand stated
that Madreselvaisapacifist collective that supports
legal means. Shesaid shewasholding Ricardo
Sagastume responsi blefor anything that might hap-
pento her, noting that Guatemala“isacountry that
criminalizesthe defense of theinterests of the
people.” Shefurther said that she took the repeated
mention of her name by the representative of the
Chamber of Industry asathreat to her personal
safety.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

290 Women Killed ThisYear

From January 1 to June 30 of thisyear, at |east 290
women were murdered throughout Guatemal a, accord-
ing to the Non-ViolenceAgainst Women Network.
Network leader SandraMorén said the situationis
becoming worse, even though themurdershave gained
theattention of theinternational community. Moransaid
she hoped pressure from abroad would compel Guate-
maaningtitutionsto make greater effortsto combat the
violence.

During acongressiond meeting with Guatema:
lan Republican Front (FRG) representatives, discrepan-
ciesin numberskept by theAttorney Generd’sOffice
and the Ministry of the Interior became apparent.
Attorney General Juan LuisFlorido stated that the
number of women killed from January 1to June20 was
817. Interior Minister CarlosVielmann said the number
was263. Faced with criticism stemming fromthis
difference,Vielmann and Floresboth argued that they
needed larger budgets and more staff to be ableto
investigatethesecrimes.

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

Situation of Children Decried
TheArchbishop’'sHuman Rights Office(ODHA), ina
recently released report entitled “ Situation of Childhood
in Guatemaa2004,” characterized asalarming Guate-
malan children’slack of accessto safe conditions,
education, and health. During 2004, morethan 442
children died by violent means. The primary cause of
death among minorswasfirearmsinjuries.

RIGHT TO JUSTICE

Extradition Request Refused
ThePenal Court of Venezueld s Supreme Court of
Justicerefused aSpanish Nationa Court’sextradition
request for Romeo Lucas Garcia. The Supreme Court
infact ordered theimmediate rel ease of theformer
president, who had been under house arrest, because
Venezuel anlaws prohibit theimprisonment of aperson
over seventy yearsof age.

LucasGarcia, whoiseighty-oneyearsold, lives
intheVenezuelan coastd city of Puerto LaCruz, inthe
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state of Anzoategui, about 200 kilometersfrom
Caracas. Heisdisabled and suffersfrom diabetes, a
urinary tract infection, generalized cerebrd atrophy, and
Alzheimer’'sdisease.

The petition resulted fromalaw suit broughtin
December 1999 by RigobertaMenchu, inwhich she
also accused Benedicto Lucas Garcia, Angel Guevara,
Efrain RiosMontt, and Oscar MgiaVictoresof
murder. Gustavo Meorio, director of the Rigoberta
Menchi Foundation, added that setting him free be-
causeof atechnicality “isatrueatrocity, something
abhorrent.”

Remainsof VictimsFound

Theremainsof twenty indigenous Guatema answho
were murdered in March 1982 by the Guatema an army
werefoundinlate Juneinamassgravelocatedina
villageinthe Quiché, an official sourcesaid. According
tothedirector of the Forensic Anthropol ogy Founda-
tion of Guatemala(FAFG), José Soasnavar, the clan-
destinegravewasfound last week inthevillage Estrella
Polar, inthetownship of San Gaspar Chajul, Quiché.
Anexhumation will take place oncetheteam findsthe
remainsof the other seventy-six peoplekilledinthe
massacre. Theteamwill continuesearching for at least
four moreweeks. Inaddition totheexcavationscarried
outintheEstrellaPolar village, the FAFG expertsare
searching inthetownshipsof SantaClaraand Cunén,
Quiché, for theremainsof forty-eight indigenous
people massacred during the 1980s. Sofar thisyear,
the FAFG hasfound 200 remainsin different clandes-
tinegravesinthe Quiché, Northern BgjaVerapaz,
Solold, and Western Chimaltenango.

OTHER INFORMATION

Gover nment ExpandsJoint Patrols
Central American presidentshave agreed to createa
Rapid Response Force to combat gangs, drug traffick-
ers, and organized crime. Theforcewill bemadeup of
policeofficersand soldiers, who together will number at
least 1,000. Berger said that international arrestsand
better cooperation among countriesin theregion would
now bepossible.

Berger added that combined army and National
Civil Policeforceswould becreatedin 1zabal, the
Petén, and Teclin Uman, San Marcos. According to

Berger, inthoseregionsthereare problemsof “author-
ity.” Theactionswill involvearound 1,500 troops,
whichwill bedividedinto groupsof 500 agentsfor
each of thethreeregions.

Explaining thejoint operationswiththearmy,
Minister of thelnterior CarlosVielmann said drug
trafficking wasaproblemtheNational Civil Police
could nolonger handleand argued that it had becomea
nationa security issue. TheMariscal ZavdaMilitary
Brigadeisthe headquartersof thejoint army/police
patrol, hesaid. Heannounced that the southeast
brigade of thejoint patrol beingtaledintheformer
military baseof Cuilapa

Vielmann added that he had requested financing
fromthe Drug Enforcement Administration of the
United States (DEA) to restructure theAntinarcotics
Informationand AnalysisService(SAIA). Inprivate
mesetingsDEA and Guatema an government official swill
evaluate membersof the SAIA and decidewhichto
dismiss, for the sakeof cleaning uptheforce. The
meetingswith DEA memberswill beperiodic. Next
monthViedmannwill travel to oneof themeetingsin
Washington.

DiegodeLeodn, ananayst withtheMyrna
Mack Foundation, noted that instead of ordering
combined patrolsthegovernment should strengthen the
PNC.

Murder Rate Highest in Sixty Years

At least 137 peoplewere murdered in the past week,
Human Rights Ombudsman SergioMordestold
Guatemalan press sourceson June 25. Organized
crimeisapplying apolicy of socia cleansing, hesaid,
carrying out astrategy to exterminatecriminals. This
strategy of social cleansing wasused inthe past by the
government to get rid of supposed criminas. “Gangs
and membersof other criminal groupsarethetargetsof
a‘cleansng’ inthestructureof organized crime,”
Moralesexplained. To common crime must beadded
thenumber of bodiesof youthsfound mutilated and
with signsof torturein variousareas of the country.
Thesetypesof killing increased within the past few
days, the Ombudsman said. “Last week wasthe most
violentinthelast sixty years. Thenumber of people
murdered last week reached 137, whichismorethan
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thenumber of murdersrecorded per week during the
internal armed conflict.”

Sipacapa VVotesNo on Mining

A June 18 vote held by the Guatemal an municipality
of Sipacapato ban future mineral explorationwithin
itsborders passed with eleven out of thirteen villages
voting for the measure. Thereferendum, organized
by thelocal community devel opment council
(COCODE), isthefirst of itskind in Guatemal a.

Oppositionto themining semsfrom environ-
mental concernsover water shortagesand contamina-
tion. Supportersof the mining company, however, cite
benefitsof themining company’spresence, including
jobs, schools, reforestation projects, and better roads.

Initidly, aprovincid judge' sruling prevented the
vote, but on June 17 the Constitutional Court (CC)
overruled thelower court’sruling, thusalowing the
referendumto take place. The CC cited theInterna-
tiona Labor Organization Convention 169, which
guarantees consultation with indigenouscommunities
beforeactivitiesthat could Sgnificantly impact their
livelihoodsarealowed to proceed.

Glamis Gold, aCanadian mining company that
hasan exploration concession partialy located within
the Sipacapamunicipdity, strongly condemned thevote.
The company said thereferendum ran contrary to
Guatemalan law, which dictatesthat the national gov-
ernment and not loca municipalitiesdecidesissuesof
mineral tenure and access.

CrimesMirror War Tactics

The Crimind Investigation Servicerecorded 243 violent
deathsin Junein the department of Guatemaa. Ac-
cording to investigators, 121 men were shot to death,
seven were stabbed, four were strangled, and two were
beaten to death.

Thesemurder statisticscomparewith theworst
periodsof thearmed conflict. Theviolent deathsof up
to seventeen peoplewererecorded in one day, Human
Rights Ombudsman SergioMoraessaid.

According to Morales, thereare certain prac-
ticesthat arereminiscent of thearmed conflict. The
counterinsurgency technique of using atorniqueteto
suffocate aperson to death hasbeen appliedin severd
cases, Moralessaid. Thenature of themurdersisnot
cong stent with common violence but rather with

organized groups. Inmany of the deathsahigh-caliber
weaponisused. Themurdererscover their facesand
travel inlargevehicles. Furthermore, thevictimsare
tortured and their bodies dismembered, with the parts
leftindifferent locationsa ong with messagesfor athird

party.

CNOC OffersPlan for Reform
Asan*dternativefor thesocia and rura development
of Guatema @’ theNational Coordinating Committee of
Campesino Organizations (CNOC) presented a
proposal for CompleteAgrarian Reform (RAL).

Theninecampes no organizationsthat comprise
CNOC presented their proposal on July 1, World Day
Againgt Poverty. Theproposal includesstrengthening
theLand Fund (FONTIERRA), solving agrarian
conflicts, and applying mechanismsto redistribute
properties.

GilbertoAtz, thedirector of CNOC, said ninety
percent of dl arableland in Guatemalaisin the hands of
five percent of the population, “aredlity that doesnot
alow rura development.”

Carlos Camacho, of the United NationsDevel -
opment Program (UNDP), affirmed, “ It isevident that
the extreme poverty isaconsequence of bad agrarian
policiesin Guatemaa, inwhichtheexclusonof the
neediest issomething that cannot be denied.”

Disappeared Commemor ated
OnJune 21, theday Guatemalanshave chosento
publicly commemorate the disappeared, representatives
of various sectorsof society demonstrated near Consti-
tution Park, demanding justicefor over 45,000 Guate-
malanswho have disappeared since 1965. Union
leaders, religious|eaders, students, university profes-
sors, and campesinos, among others, were abducted
fromtheir homesand never heard from again, the
demongtratorssaid. Withred carnationsintheir hands,
demongtrators asked the authoritiesto disclosethe
names of the perpetratorsand clarify thefactsaround
the disappearance of so many Guatemalans. Partici-
pants al so requested the establishment of the National
Commissionfor the Search of Victimsof Forced
Disappearances.

“The perpetrators should pay for what they
did,” Mario Polanco, representative of the Mutual
Support Group (GAM), said. Hea soindicated that
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impunity isstill prevalent and no progresshasbeen
made.

It wason June 21, 1980, that twenty-seven
union leadersfrom the headquarters of the National
Workers Center (CNT) were abducted and disap-
peared. ThePrensaLibreUnion Workersand An-
nexed Companies(STEPLEA), affiliated withthe
Union Network International and Uni-Gréficos
Américas, remembered thevictims, including René
Polanco Salguero, the secretary genera of that union
organization. STEPL EA stated inapressreleasethat
the personsresponsiblefor thismassivekidnapping,
torture, and disappearancewere paramilitary forces
affiliated with the murderous government of Héctor
Romeo LucasGarcia

On aseparate occasion, to mark the twenty-
seventh anniversary of themurder of Catholic priest
Father Hermdgenes L 6pez on June 30, Cardina
Rodolfo Quezada Torufio demanded clarification of the
murdersof morethan 200 clergymen that have occured
sncetheend of thearmed conflict. Additionaly, he
requested an end to the violencethat affectstheentire
country.

DuringaMasscelebrated in San José Pinula,
Cardina Quezadademanded the clarification of the
violent deaths of sixteen priests, anun, and 200 cat-
echists. The Church’soutspokennesson social issues
during thearmed conflict caused church officialstobe
pursued as“terrorist enemies,” CarmenAidalbarra, of
theMyrnaMack Foundation, said.

Army Day Resumes

The Guatemalan army marked itsanniversary witha
parade on June 30in GuatemalaCity. Long atradition
during theyearsof thewar, Army Day, withitsparade
of marching soldiers, washelieved to beathing of the
past; it had not been celebrated infiveyears. Thisyear
itwasreinitiated.

Membersof thearmy reportedly besieged,
photographed, and filmed numerous groupswho
were protesting to vindicate the memory of the
victimsof thearmed conflict.

President Oscar Berger highlighted thesignifi-
cant support that Guatemaa sarmy hasgiventothe
United Nations peacekegping missonsin Haiti and
Congo. Hea so emphasized the deployment of both
human and material resourcesfromthearmy toaid the

Guatema an popul ation, including medical brigadesin
theinterior of the country and assi stance during natural
disasters. The president said that the participation of
thearmy injoint patrolswith the policewasessentid,
giventhelack of security inthe country.

President Berger said the $3.2 million of US
military aid that wasrel eased | ast spring after being
frozenin 1990 would be used to repair four helicopters
andtwo airplanes. Theseaircraft would be used to
fight narcotrafficking and armstrafficking. Army Day
Cedlebration activitieswere attended by Rogelio Pardo,
the US Deputy Defense Secretary for Western Hemi-
sphereAffairs.

PresidentsUniteAgainst Gangs

The Twenty-Sixth Central American Summit of Heads
of State and Government of the System of Central
AmericanIntegration (SICA), heldin Teguciga pa,
Honduras, concluded on June 30 with agreements
against thegangsthat operatein Central America.

Thesummit, which wasattended by the Central
American presidents, aswell asthe presidents of
Colombiaand Mexico, served asaforumfor the
presentation of areport on gangsby US Deputy
Secretary for Western Hemisphere AffairsDan Fisk.

Thereport presented by the US detailed the
country’sconcern about theincreased activity of
juvenilegangsintheregion. TheUSpromisedto
financetraining for security forcesto combat drug
trafficking and gangs. TheUSfurther committedto
providefinancia aid for theconstruction of atraining
academy for policeand justiceofficidsin Central
America

Minister of theInterior CarlosVielmann said
USdelegatesexpressed anintentiontoincreaseinteli-
gence support and information sharing.

Agreementsof thesummitincluded steps
toward the creation of astandardized Central American
visafor free movement of foreignersin El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Inaddition,
leadersagreed to promoteahigh-level meetingwith
internationa organizationsfor the execution of regiona
plansand projectsfor energy. They also agreedto
work together to give new momentum to customs
integration.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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