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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

FiveJournalistsThreatened, Attacked

6/7/05- Inthe past month, five departmental mediacor-
respondents and one Guatemal a City reporter have been
threatened or physically assaulted.

One of thethreatened journalists, Miguel Angel
Barrios, isdirector of thenews program“Noti Galaxia,”
broadcast by aTV stationin Tecin Uman, San Marcos.
Barriossaid hebegan receiving thethreatening phonecals
after areport hedid onthemunicipality’ sestablishment of
name changesto the streets, avenues, and zones of the
urban areaof Tecin Uman.

Juan CarlosAquino and Marvin Herwing, direc-
torsof aTV show cdled“Multinoticias,” in Zacapa, have
al so been threatened. A quino reported that around 6:30
PM. on June 1 hereceived aphonecall from an uniden-
tified person who ordered him in very crude wordsto
stop hiswork or hewould die.

Inthesametime period, Selvin Espinoza, the cor-
respondent for Prensa Librein Totonicapan, was stopped
onthestreet by two Nationa Civil Police (PNC) officers
who without aword handcuffed him and hit him indis-
criminately.

NewsreportersAugusto Escobar and JameMo-
raesMgia, with Radio Sonora, in BgjaVerapaz, reported
physical and verbal attacks. Both were threatened by
phone and Escobar was punched by two Colombian citi-
zensashewascoming out of ajudicia hearing.

According to datafrom JournalistsWatch of the
newsagency CERIGUA, to datethisyear twelve cases
of death threatsand physical aggression against journal-
ists have been reported, most directed at departmental
journalists. Moreover, various accusationsof restricted
accessto publicinformation have been reported.

TortureAttributed to Security Forces
Guatemala sNational Civil Police (PNC) have
put forth two theoriesto explain the pattern of murdersin

which bodiesappear with signsof torture: participation
of membersof the security forcesinthemurdersof mem-
bersof organized crime; and murdersof membersof gangs
by meansof paid ns.

From January through May, according to PNC
records, 657 men were murdered in the department of
Guatemala. During the sametime period, 255 women
weremurdered. Accordingto policeinvestigations, sev-
enty-six of thesemurdersresulted from fightsamong or-
ganized crimegroups, whosetrademark patternsaresigns
of torture, strangling, thetying of handsand feet, and the
useof agag. Gang members bodieshavebeenfoundin
thesamemanner. Policeofficialssaidthey reached these
conclusionsafter reviewing thefilesof victimswho had
been tried for various crimes, such as aggravated rob-
bery, drug dealing, and kidnapping.

“Fightsamong gangsand organized bandstogain
territory to distribute drugsand the repartition of money
gained from drug dealing and kidnapping areamong the
causesof the power struggles,” said Hugo Soto, Crimina
Investigation Service (SIC) chief. Sotosaidinitid inves
tigations suggest that gang membersarekilled by paid
ns, since* peoplewho have beeninjured by them
pay to get rid of them.” VerdnicaGodoy, of the Commis-
sonfor Public Security Assstance IMASP), said it might
betruethat some groups of residentstry to takethe ex-
ecution of gang membersinto their own hands, sincethere
isalack of policeresponseto the growing crimeinthe
country.

Human Rights Procurator Sergio Morales ex-
plained that inanayzing the phenomenon of multiplemur-
ders, hisofficedoesnot usetheterm“ socia cleansing” in
itsusual sense, meaning aState policy to eliminate people
who areundesirableto society. Hesaidthemurdersrep-
resent anew formof socia cleansing, carried out by mem-
bersof organized crime. “Inthese organizations mem-
bersof thesecurity forcesareparticipating. They arethe
onesinchargeof killingthetraitorsor rivasof thecrimi-
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nal organizations, with thedifferencethat themembersof
the security forces are not obeying orders of the State.
They aredirected by acrimina band.” Moraessaid that
the participation of membersof the security forceswithin
thecriminad structures” strengthensaparald power.”

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

FemicidesM ay Be CrimesAgainst Humanity
6/3/05-A meeting will beheldin Guatemalawithfemale
membersof Parliament from Spain, Mexico, and Guate-
malato continue discussion of categorizing murders of
women as crimes against humanity. Thediscussion be-
ganinMexicolast month.

MyrnaPonce, arepresentative of the Guatema-
lan Republican Front (FRG) party, said the next meeting
would take place June 30and July 1. The meeting will
focuson the creation of anetwork of femalelegidators
whowill commit to placing theissue of femicidesand dis-
crimination against women ontheir legidative agendas.

Themain obstacles Guatemalahasfaced in end-
ing theviolent deathsof women arealack of expertswho
caneffectively investigatethe cases, contamination of crime
scenes, impunity, and scarce budgetary resourcesallo-
cated totheagenciesinvolved, Poncesaid.

According to Ponce, the brutdity of themurders
in 2005 has escalated. According to the Human Rights
Attorney’s Office (PDH), the number of Guatemalan
women who suffered aviolent death hasreached 1,939
injust sx-and-a-haf years, but thegovernment hasyet to
develop an effective policy for ensuring women’ssafety.

Al PresentsReport on Femicidesin Guatemala
6/9/05-Amnesty Internationa (Al) presented in apress
conference areport on the violent deaths of women
and girls, entitled “Neither Protection nor Justice: Kill-
ings of Women in Guatemala.” Accordingtothere-
port, approximately 1,188 women and girlswere bru-
tally murdered in Guatemal abetween 2001 and 2004.
Only nine percent of these murdershave been investi-
gated by the Public Prosecutor’s Office.

The Al report noted that the failure of the
Guatemalan State to effectively prevent, punish, and
eradicate violence against women meansthat it incurs
international responsibility under the obligationsit has
entered into through ratification of regional andinter-

national standards, such asthe American Convention
on Human Rights (ACHR) and the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Violence
against women, thereport noted, violatesawholerange
of fundamental human rights, civil and political aswell
aseconomic, social, and cultural rights. Thoserespon-
siblefor carrying out crimes of violence against women,
including state officialsand third parties, can be held
responsible under international law. Although thosere-
sponsiblefor the violence may not be state officials,
that does not mean that the casesin question fall out-
sidethe scope of international law. International hu-
man rights standards place a clear responsibility on
Statesto take effective measures under the obligations
to prevent and to deal with any type of conduct by
privateindividualswhich impedesthefull exercise of
humanrights.

HildaMorales, arepresentative of the Network
for Nonviolence against Women, said the report would
beahelpful tool tolimit the number of casesthat remain
unsolved and unpunished and to rai se consciousnessand
placeagreater burden of responsibility onthe Guatema-
lan government. Also participating inthe pressconfer-
encewas RosaFranco, themother of Marialsabel Vdiz
Franco, who wasfound murdered in December in 2001.
Shehad been raped, burned with cigarettes, stabbed, and
strangled. Shedied of asevere axe blow to the side of
her head. RosaFranco questioned thework of justice
officias, who“washed their hands’ of their responsibili-
tiesby ing sting that the murder victimsto wereinvolved
with gangs, organized crime, or progtitution. “1f themur-
dered woman werethe daughter of the Minister of Gov-
ernment, it would beawholedifferent story,” Franco said,
adding that lawswere only madefor therich.

Amnesty International initsreport urged the
Guatemal an authoritiesto publicly condemn the ab-
duction and murder of women and girls; issueinstruc-
tionsto prevent officialsfrom making unfounded pub-
lic statementsthat would dismiss or discredit the seri-
ous nature of the crimes being reported; and make clear
that thefull force of the law would be brought to bear
on those accused of violence against women and that
thosefound responsible, including members of the se-
curity forces, would be brought to justice.

Accordingto datafromtheNationa Civil Police,
to datethisyear, 259 women have been murdered. Sta-
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tisticsfromthe Human Rights Ombudsmen’ soffice (PDH)
indicatethat atotal of 1,741 peoplewere murdered be-
tween January and April, 369 morethan in the same pe-
riodin 2004.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Child Labor RemainsRampant

Three-and-a-haf yearsafter signing the Interna-
tiona Treaty ontheWorst typesof Child Labor, the Gua-
temalan government still lacksapolicy to protect the ap-
proximately million-and-a-haf minorswhowork in high-
risk conditions. AsWorld Day Against Child Labor was
recently celebrated, thefollowing factscameto thefore:
1,200,000 girls and boys between five and seventeen
yearsof agework inindustriescons dered to betheworst.
Theseindudtriesinclude stonecutting, mining, horticulture,
fireworksproduction, prodtitution, agriculture, fishing, and
the production of congtruction materias. Another 300,000
children do other typesof labor, such asthesdllingitems
on street cornersand at traffic lights, cleaning shoes, or
juggling. Six out of every ten childrenin Guatemal awork
inindustries considered to have theworst labor condi-
tions. Their education, housing, and persona develop-
ment isnot considered acrucia issueon the government
agenda.

Working children between the ages of fiveand
fourteen are primarily employedinthecountryside. Sev-
enty percent work in agricultural and rural labor indus-
tries. Eight percent work inmanufacturingindustries, and
eight percent morework in peripatetic salesand trade.
Seven percent are employed in domestic labor, and the
remaining three-and-a-haf percent work in pornography
and prodtitution.

InLainAmerica, Guatemaarankssecondinchild
exploitation. Accordingtoastudy by thelnternationa La
bor Organi zation, Ecuador employsthirty percent of its
children; Guatema aemploystwenty-five percent; Brazil
twenty percent; Peru and Colombia, sixteen percent re-
spectively; El Salvador and CostaRica, twelve percent
respectively and Chile; two percent.

NidiaAguilar, Defender of Childhood and Youth
at Human Rights Procurator’s Office (PDH), said that
theapprova of the Law of Full Protection of the Rightsof
Children and Adolescents (LEPINA) isone of thefirst
stepsin eradicating thisplague.

Accordingto thereport “ Situation of Children

2004,” produced by the Archbishop’sHuman Rights Of -
fice(ODHA), child and adolescent labor isnot only a
consequence of the country’s economic problems, but

aso stemsfrom palitica violence, cultural normsof child
rearing, theignorance of parentsregarding laws protect-
ing children, andfamilid disintegration.

LABOR RIGHTS

CAFTA Passesin Mock Mark-Up

The Senate Finance Committee endorsed the
Central AmericaFree Trade Agreement (CAFTA) June
14inan 11-9nonbinding vote. Thelegidationwaspassed
with only oneamendment, which would provideaid for
workerswho losetheir jobsasaresult of thetrade agree-
ment. Consensuswasreached only after theadministra-
tion agreed to future negotiations on concessionsfor the
sugar industry. CAFTA wastaken upintheHouseWays
and Means Committeethe next day, wheredraft legida-
tion was approved by avote of 25-16. The draft in-
cluded two amendments, requiring theAdministrationto
report onthe activitiesof CAFTA countriesinregard to
labor lawsand to examinethe effect of the agreement on
theservicesindustry after oneyear.

While CAFTA supportersinthe Houseand Sen-
atetried to accommodate the concernsof UStradeunions
and the sugar industry, little was done to address the
agreement’ spotentia negativeeffectson Centra America
Senator John Kerry (D-MA) proposed an amendment
to ensurethat |abor laws areenforced in CAFTA coun-
tries, but thisamendment failed. TheHousesimilarly re-
jected aproposed amendment by Representative Charles
Rangel (D-NY)) that would haverequired CAFTA coun-
triesto bring their [abor lawsinto compliance with the
Internationa Labor Organization'sbasic sandardswithin
threeyears. TheHousedid passlargely symboliclan-
guagethat would requirethe USto report periodically on
other nations effortstoimprovelabor standards. Cur-
rently, CAFTA requireseach country to enforceitsown
labor laws. Thisprovisionisclearly inadequate, consid-
ering the poor track records of Central American gov-
ernmentsasfar asprotectingworkers' rights. TheBush
Adminigtration haspromoted CAFTA asanecessary se-
curity measure that would stabilize and democratize the
region.
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For CAFTAtoberatified, theBushAdministra-
tion must now formally submit thelegidationto Congress,
whichitisexpected to do shortly. TheHouseand Senate
must then passthelegidaionwithinninety legidaivedays
forittotakeeffect. Despite CAFTA’srecent successes
incommittee, Democratsremain confident intheir ability
to defeat it. Democratsare unusualy united against the
legidation and arejoined intheir opposition by Republi-
cansconcerned over thelossof jobs CAFTA would cause.

LAND RIGHTS

Land Registry LawApproved

On June 14 the Guatemal an Congress approved
44 of 91 articlesof the Law of theRegistry of Land Infor-
mation, fulfilling oneof the commitmentsincludedinthe
PeaceAccords. Thedebate continued thefollowing day
to approvetheremaining articles.

Accordingtothefirst article of thelaw, the Reg-
igtry of Land Information (RIC) will functionasagovern-
ment ingtitution but with autonomy, itsown lega status,
and itsown resources. It will becomposed of aseven-
member Council of Directors, presided over by theMin-
ister of Agriculture, Livestock, and Food. Other mem-
bersof the Council will includethe Register of Property,
thedirector of the Nationa Geographical Institute, arep-
resentative of the Nationa Association of Municipalities,
aswell asrepresentatives of the College of Agricultural
Engineersand the College of Attorneysand Notaries.

Representativesof the campesino movement and
members of the Chamber of Agriculture, which repre-
sentstheinterests of largelandowners, were excluded
fromtheCouncil of Directors, toavoid polarization. Jorge
Soto, of the New Nation Alliance (ANN), said, “the
Council of Directorsisbeing left in the handsof sectors
that awayshave appropriated theland.”

MICSP DecriesChangesto Land Registry Law

6/7/05- The popular, |abor, campesino, and indigenous
movement (MICSP) expressed disagreement with theac-
tionstaken by legidatorsinrelation to the approval of the
Land Registry Law. Theleadersof MICSPwarned that
if Congressexecutesnew reformstotheland registry law,
the campesino and indigenous organi zations of the coun-

try may take up measuresto pressure the government,
since many changesweremadeto aprevioushill that had

been agreed to by diverse sectorsof the population.

Agrarian Conflict RemainsOneYear After Strike
6/9/05- Oneyear has passed sincethe national strike or-
ganized by the Guatemalan indigenous and campesino
movement, but thegovernment hasyet tofulfill theagree-
ment reached asaresult of thestrike. Agrarian conflicts
andjudicia persecution of campesinoshaveactually in-
tensified, according to Justo Mendoza, of the National
Indigenous and Campesino Coordinating Committee
(CONIC).

CONICisconcerned about thegovernment’sfail-
ureto resolveland conflicts, end evictionsandillegd ar-
rests, and investigate threats and intimidations aimed at
campesino leaders. Government ingtitutionsresponsible
for answering the campesinos’ demands have only de-
layed asolution, Mendozasaid, establishing negotiations
and discussionsbut in the end breaking the agreements
reached. He gave astwo examplesthe Land Registry
Law andtheviolent evictionfromtheNuevaLindafinca
(largefarm). Thegovernment carried out that brutdl evic-
tion during the ninety-day period in which the president
had promised to suspend evictionsand offer asolutionto
theland crisis.

Mendozaal so criticized the government for tol-
erating the extreme violence security forces have used
during evictions. Such violence, hesaid, could be con-
sidered state policy, if onetakesinto account that not
only thejudicia and legidative branchesbut aso theex-
ecutive branch alow theviolenceto go unpunished.

He pointed to areport by the Interior Ministry
that claimed groupsof armed campesinosexistedin 68 of
102 occupied fincas. Theauthorities claimsarefalse
and defamatory he said and indicate the government’s
inability to resolvethe country’ssocia problems.

Campesino FamiliesEvicted

6/9/05-The Committee of Campesino Unity (CUC) con-
demned theeviction of 110 campesino familiesfromthe
community of LaArenera, located inkilometer 108 of the
road to Puerto Quetzal, Escuintla. Theevictioncreateda
serious problem because the evicted campesinoshad no
safe placeto spend the night after being thrown off the
land, said Rafael Gonzélez, leader of CUC.

Theland conflict of LaAreneracommunity has
been going onfor threeyears, duringwhichtimethefami-
lieshave negotiated with the Land Fund the purchase of
thefinca. Gonzal ez demanded that the authorities respect
thedia ogue and negotiation established for theresol ution
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of theagrarian problemsand said theresulting agreements
wereviolated by the government officialswho gavethe
ordersto evict and arrest the campesinos.

Eight arrest ordershave beenissued for eight of
the campesino leadersinvolved in the occupation of the
finca. OnMay 28, the CUC representativein that com-
munity was abducted and detai ned by authorities. She
was freed days later due to pressure exerted by the
campesino movement, aswell asaclaimfiled by the
Human RightsProcurator’ s Office Sating that theimpris-
onment wasillegd.

LucasGarcia’'sFamily ClaimsHelslll

Rdativesof former Guatema an president Romeo
LucasGarcia, currently in exilein Venezuela, have pro-
vided the Venezuel an government with amedical report
stating that L ucas Garciaisin poor health. Thefamily
membersaim to keep Lucas Garciafrom being arrested
and extradited to Spain to stand trial on numerouscounts
of tortureand murder. Hiswife, ElsaCirigliano, said the
former dictator hasAlzheimer’sdiseaseandisphysicaly
and mentally disabled.

Thearrest and extradition requestsare based on
seven chargesof murder and oneof tortureinvolving Span-
ish citizens, and the attempted nation of former
Spanishambassador to GuatemaaMaximo Cga y L opez,
who survived theburning of the Spanish embassy on Janu-
ary 31, 1980. Inthe attack on the embassy, thirty-six
other peopledied, among them Vicente Menchu, thefa
ther of Nobel Peace Prize winner RigobertaMenchu. It
isher foundation that is heading the prosecution of the
casein Spain. A Spanish national court issued thearrest
and extradition ordersin February, but the Venezuelan
government has<till not responded. Accordingto Gustavo
Meoro, director of the RigobertaM enchi Foundation,
the next step will beto haveaforensic doctor determine
whether theinformation about Lucas Garcia'shedthis
true.

RIGHT TO JUSTICE

Police Char ged with Assaulting Jour nalists

6/7/05-The case of fivejournalistswho were physically
assaulted by policeofficerswill betried by the Court of
Criminal Sentencesand Crimesagainst the Environment
of Retalhuleu. Thecasewasoriginally scheduledto be
triedinthe Regional Center of Justice of Quetzaltenango,

but according to Brenda Dery, Prosecutor for Cases of
Organized Crime, the caseis being moved becausethe
Regional Center of Justicein Quetzaltenango only tries
crimesof “highimpact.”

The Prosecutor’s Office has accused police of -
ficers Boris Arcaime Morales and Nelson Wilfredo
Rodriguez, aswell asingpector Edwin Orlando Diaz Pérez,
of robbery, coercion, and abuse of power.

ThevictimswerejournaistsMario Morales, a
reporter for the morning newspaper Nuestro Diarios;

Edwuar Morales, acameraman for the news program
Guatevision; LuisRomero and Mynor Toc fromthe TV

channel DX; and Fredy Rodas, of the morning newspa-
per PrensaLibre. Thejournaistswere assaulted by the
officersand robbed of their video equipment, Dery said.
Theattack took placelast August, ascampesinoswere
being violently evicted fromthe NuevaLindafinca, in
Puerto Champerico, Retahuleu.

Thejudgein Quetza tenango said ahearing would
takeplacein Reta huleuintwenty days, whereevidence
would be presented to beginthetrial. Dery, meanwhile,
said moving the caseto the court in Retalhuleu would
ensurearesolution of the casewithin about threemonths.
Dery will continue as prosecutor.

Thejournaistssay policeofficersattacked them
and confiscated their camerasand videocamerasto de-
stroy evidence about the violent methods used against
the campesinosduringtheeviction. Thejournaistsstated
that they had filmed scenesin which campesinoswere
cruelly beaten and extrgudicialy executed.

Artistsand NGOsDemand Alvarez Ruiz sArrest
6/7/05-1n a letter to Mexican president Vicente Fox,
Nobd Prizewinners, artigts, writers, and nongovernmenta
organizationsfrom various countriesasked the Mexican
government to arrest former Guatemalaninterior minister
DonadoAlvarez Ruiz.

Alvarez Ruiz has been afugitive sincelast De-
cember. Theluminariesexpressed concern that 180 days
after Spain requested hisarrest and extradition,Alvarez
Ruizremainsat large, and Mexican authoritieshavefailed
to act.

Alvarez, Minister of thelnterior of Guatema adur-
ing the administration of Romeo L ucas Garcia (1978-
1982), fled hishomeintheMexicantown of Tlanepantla
after the Spanish National Court announced aninterna-
tional warrant for hisarrest.
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Alvarez isbeing accused of military assault on
Spain’sembassy in Guatemala, an attack that | eft thirty-
nine peopledead. Theletter asking the Mexican govern-
ment to act was signed by Adolfo Pérez Esquivel,
Argentinean winner of the 1980 Nobel Peace Prize;
Mexican bishop Samuel Ruiz; Mexican writersElena

Poniatowska, AngelesMastreta, and CarlosMonsivas;
Eduardo Galeano, of Uruguay; former director of the

United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO), Federico Mayor Zaragoza; and
Peruvian singer TaniaLibertad.

OTHER INFORMATION

SubcommitteeLiftsIMET Ban

On June 16, the House Foreign Appropriations
Subcommitteelifted theban on Internationa Military Edu-
cationand Training (IMET) funding for Guatemala. The
ban, established in 1990, was modified by U.S. Con-
gressafter the Peace A ccordsweresigned to permit train-
inginexpanded-IMET courses, such ascivil-military re-
lations, military justice, and democratic sustainment. In
recent years Congress had clearly expresseditsintention
not to alow theresumption of regular military training un-
til themilitary provisionsof the Peace Accordswereful-
filled. Numeroushumanrightsgroupsin Guatemadasigned
aletter earlier thisyear outlining the shortcomingsinmili-
tary reform and asking that the ban not belifted. Like-
wise, Guatemalan humanrightsand civil society leaders
such asHelen Mack and Nery Rodenasvisited key con-
gressiond officestolobby against thelifting of the ban.

Nonethel ess, Representative imKolby (R-AR),
the chair of the subcommittee, lifted thebanon IMET.
Theban onfull Foreign Military Financing (FMF), re-
quested by the Bush administration and by the Guatema:
langovernment, wasmaintained. Thefull conferencecom-
mitteeisexpected to vote within the next two weeks.

GuerrillaL eader Gaspar 116m Dies

Rodrigo AsturiasAmado, afounding member of
the Organization of the Peoplein Arms(ORPA) and of
the Guatemalan Naciona Revolutionary Unity (URNG),
died on June 15 of aheart attack in hisresidencein Zone
2 of GuatemalaCity. Hewas 65 yearsold. Known by
hisnom-de-guerre, Gaspar [16m, Asturiashad along, il-
lustriouslifeasaleader of Guatemala sarmed resistance
movement. He participatedin 1962 in BajaVerapazin

thefirgt armed uprising againgt themilitary regimeof Gen-
eral Miguel Idigoras Fuentes. For hisparticipation he
wastried, jailed, and deported to Mexico, where he stud-
ied economics. In 1971 hereturned to Guatemalaand
founded ORPA, which heled until itsdissolutionin 1997,
after thesigning of the Peace A ccords.

Inadditionto creating and conducting guerrilla
frontsand devel oping and participating inthe ten-year-
long Peace Process, Asturiaswrote ground-breaking ana-
lytical works, suchasRacism| and Racisml|, published
clandestinely in1973 and 1974. Heraninthegeneral
electionsin 2003, representing the URNG political party.

Hisfather, Miguel Angel Asturias, wasoneof the
20th century greatsof Spanish-languageliteratureandwon
theNobel prizein 1967. RodrigoAsturiastook thename
Gaspar |16m after anindigenous campesino heroinhis
father’s novel HombresdeMaiz Tolet hisfather know
hewaswell, Asturias once sent amessagefromthefield
onasmall pieceof paper whichwasthen rolled up, stuffed
into acigarette emptied of itstobacco and smuggledvia
Mexicotothenovelistinexilein Spain. It read smply,
“TheMen of Maize haveturned into fighters,” and was
signed Gaspar 116m.

Prosecuter Shot to Death

Inlessthan amonth, ajudge and aprosecutor in
Chiguimulahave been murdered. Oneof fourteen pros-
ecutorsisunder protection since Monday, when Erick
Galvez was attacked.

OnApril 25, Jose Victo Bautista, judge of the
High Impact Tribuna of Chiquimula, wasreported dead;

onMonday, Erick MoisesGavez Mis, prosecutor of the
sameregion, was shot to death.

Thejusticeworkersthat operatein Chiquimula
liveinterror, dueto the assassination of ajudge and a
prosecutor assigned to that state.

The members of the High Impact Tribunal of
Chiquimulaeach have apersonal security guard. How-
ever, until yesterday, the auxiliariesand prosecutor of the
Public Ministry (MP) had no security, withthe exception
of thedistrict chief, Dagoberto Gutiérrez, who was as-
signed abodyguard onthe day Galvez Miswas assassi-
nated.

Thepublicworkersasked membersof themedia
to not publishtheir photographsor interview themonlo-
cal newsprograms, for security reasons.
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Theworkersprefer to have measintheir office,
and take alternate routes home after work. One of the
men commented, “ Any vehiclewith tinted windowsand
men inside seemssuspicious.”

According to Carlos Guillermo Sosa Bueso,
president of the High Impact Tribund, said helivesin con-
stant fear but “ Thisisnot thefirst timethejustice sector
has been attacked.”

One of the bodyguards of theworkers, who was
outside of the courtroom during atrial for acrime of ag-
gravated theft, explained that one personisnot enoughto
guard thejudges.

Gutiérrez indicated that he feel sworried about
theeleven auxiliariesand three prosecutors, who remain
without security. Thisgroup includesthe prosecutor for
Narcotrafficking in the east region, who recently asked
for protection, but continues to walk the streets of
Chiquimulawithout protection.

However, judicid activitiesin Chiquimulacontinue.
TheHigh Impact Tribunal, presided over by SosaBueso,
participated in ahearing on aggravated theft.

JesusPaiz Arriaza, auxiliary prosecutor, who was
inthecompany of Galvez Miswhenthelatter wasassas-
sinated, hasdecided to investigate casesunder Galvez's

mandate, even though he remains without protection.
Gutiérrez was present at several hearingsand continues

toinvestigatethe death of the prosecutor.

Lawyer for Former Head of Transit Murdered

Attorney Geovanny Adonai CamposGirén, who
was defending theformer head of the National Police’'s
Department of Transportation, wasfound shot to death
onJune 14. Hisbody wasdiscovered in somebusheson
the Esmeralda finca, in San Antonio Suchitepéquez,
Mazatenango. Hisclient, Arnoldo Quezada Chapetdn, is
beingtried for corruption and iscurrently afugitivefrom
judtice.

A few daysbefore hismurder, Campos Giron had
filed motionson behalf of hisclient. Oneinvolved the
request that 1.4 million quetzal esbereturned to Chapetdn,
asum that was confiscated from him because of suspi-
cionsthat he obtained it by extortion.

UN OfficeWill HaveLimited Scope

The office of the United NationsHigh Commis-
soner for Human Rights(UNHCHR) will beingtalled soon
inGuatemdabut itsfunctionswill belimited. Unlikethe

UN Verification Mission, which departed in December,
the UNHCRH (or ACNUDH, asit’sknown by its Span-
ishacronym) will not beableto verify humanrightsabuses
or issue periodic reports on the human rights situation.

Theofficewill havethefunction of assisting thegovern-
ment and civil society organi zationsin human rights mat-

ters.

Frank LaRue, head of the government’s Presi-
dentid Human RightsCommission, said theofficeshould
focuson crimeand violence. “ Thereare other themes,
likeviolencewithinthefamily and theissueof gangs.”
Mario Polanco, director of the Mutual Support Group,
said the office should focuson thewave of femicidesand
on attackson human rights defendersand civil society,
epecidlyillegd raids.

In regardsto attacks, fifteen attacks on human
rightsdefendersoccurredinthefirst fifteen daysof May.

Inresponse, numeroushuman rightsgroupsmet with Min-
ister of the Interior CarlosVielman to request greater se-

curity and a seriousinvestigation.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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Additional assistance: Reymir Cardona and Kristin Corcoran
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