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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Chiquimula Judged Killed

4/25/05 - JOSE VICTOR BAUTISTA OROZCO, a
sentencing judgewith twenty-five yearsexperience, was
murdered early inthemorning of April 25 at the age of
fifty-two. Hewaskilled just outside of hishomein El
M osquito, de San Pedro Sacatepéquez, San Marcosas
hewasleaving for work. According to preliminary re-
ports, the judge was shot with eleven bullets by two un-
known meninthedoor of hishome.

Sourcesfromthe Judicial Body made publicthe
news while the Supreme Court (CSJ) condemned the
crimeand asked the Public Prosecutor’s Officetoinves-
tigateit.

Thecourt in Chiquimulahasbeen assignedtoin-
vestigate casesof drug-trafficing, kidnapping, murder, ag-
gravated robbery, money laundering, auto theft, and bank
robberiescommitted in the departments of Chiquimula,
Petén, 1zabal, and Zacapa. In January of 2002, the sen-
tencing court of Chiquimulafound sixteen former agents
of thenow defunct Department of Anti NarcoticsOpera
tions(DOAN) guilty of extrgudicia execution.

Bautistahad been promoted amonth agoto serve
onacourt that deal swith major crimes- drug trafficking,
homicides, and kidnappings. He previously workedin
Suchitepéquez for seven years. According to Chief Jus-
tice Luis Fernandez, of the country’s Supreme Court, he
wasthe only judge on the court who did not have body-
guards, because hedid not fed threatened.

Sofar thisyear, the Public Prosecutor’s Office
(MP) hasinvestigated thirty-eight threatsagainst judges
and lawyers. The National Association of Judges and
Magistrates (ANJIM) will formally request that the Su-
preme Court of Justicealocate$14 million that wasseized
fromadrug bust in 2003 for the protection of judgesthat
receivedeaththreats. (See”Judicial OfficidsDemandan
EndtoAttacksAgainst Them” below.)

Public Prosecutor Shot in Face

4/28/05 - OnApril 26, public prosecutor José Mel éndez
Sandoval was shot intheface during an armed attack in
zone 1 of Malacatan, San Marcos. Meléndez was seri-
ously wounded and was rushed to ahospital in Guate-
malaCity. Public Prosecutor spokesperson Guillermo
Mendozasaid the Meléndez attack waslinked to acase
hewasinvestigating but refused to comment further for
fear of harming theinvestigation.

More Violence against Children

4/21/05 - OnApril 20, seventeen-year-old DELFINA
ELIZABETH CHOCOJRUIZ was shot and killed as
shelay deeping. Prior to the shooting, agroup of teenag-
erswererunning fromamanwith agun. All escaped
except for aseventeen-year-old Honduran youth who
attempted to hideinthealley closeto Chocoj Ruiz. The
man fired on both the young man and Chocoj Ruiz, killing
her and seriously wounding the boy whoiscurrently in
thehospitd.

Thisstuationisconfirmation of thecontinua vio-
lence suffered by Guatemalans, especially children and
teenagers. CasaAlianzareported that children oftenflee
their homeslooking for shelter inthe streetsdueto the
socia, economica, and palitica crisisin Central America.
Unfortunately, they find destruction, exploitation, rejec-
tion, and violent degth.

During morethan two decades, CasaAlianzahas
been denouncing this situation to government and soci-
ety. However, noreal actionshave been takento curtail
violenceagainst youth, accordingto CasaAlianza. The
I nter-American Court on Human Rights condemned the
Guatemalan State and requested that it implement an
Action Planto protect street children. Accordingtore-
cent dtatistics, an average of two violent murdersof chil-
drenoccur every day in GuatemalaCity alone. Most of
thesemurdersarenot investigated.

According to CasaAlianza, theviolent death of
Chocoj Ruiz isacall to provide a concrete answer to
protect children and teenagers from the street. Casa
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Alianzaasksthat Public Ministry authorities properly in-
vestigateand prosecutethe perpetrator of themurder snce
justiceistheonly way to construct adifferent society re-
spectful of humanrightsfor everyone, including children.

CasaAlianzarecently proposed the creation of
“A Day of NoViolenceAgainst Children and Teenagers’
tothe Guatemaan Congress. Accordingto CasaAlianza,
such aday would show the government’sand society’s
commitment to stop violence against youth and would
honor thememory of those children who have beenvic-
timsof violence.

CAFTA Protester Has Leg Amputated after
Clash with Security Forces

4/15/05 - On March 15, campesinos and teacherswho
demonstrated against the Central American Free Trade
Agreement, recently ratified by the Guatema an Congress,
met with repressive measuresfrom Guatemalan security
forcesin Colotenango, Huehuetenango. During thedem-
ongtration, combined policeand military forcesfired upon
protestorsleaving Juan L opez Ve ésquez dead and twelve
injured. Among theinjured wasMiguel Angel Vésquez,
aprimary school teacher who hashisleft leg removed as
aresult of injurieshe suffered that day.

Solola Residents Beat Family

4/19/05 - Six membersof afamily who allegedly stole
aninfant werebeaten by amob of villagersonApril 17,in
thevillage of Camanche, Solold. Residentsaccused six
family members, two of whom wereminors, of having
stolen an eight-month old baby, who wasl|ater recovered
by theNational Civil Police(PNC).

Accordingtothepolicereport, thecaptured family
memberswereheld during theevening of April 18 by the
villagers, whom then carried the suspected kidnappersto
thecentral plazaof Camancheto*judge’ them and then
later burnthemdive.

Fortunately, after discussion among theleaders
of thevigilante group, the suspected kidnapperswere not
burned; however, villagersdid beat them and later turned
them over to thepolice.

Thevillagers suspected that thefamily had kid-
napped the baby when they heard it beginto cry. Upon
asking themto explain why they had the baby, thefamily
showed them fal se documents, according to statements
by authoritiesfrom alocal court. Authoritiesindicated
that thevillagersdid not want thefamily returnto thecom-
munity and threatened to kill them should they ever do so.

GAM Reports Rise in Violent Deaths

4/25/05 - According to arecent report released by the
Mutual Support Group (GAM), the number of violent
deathscontinuetorisein Guatemala. Thehuman rights
organizationregistered 767 violent deathsinjust thefirst
quarter of 2005. Of these deaths, ninety-seven were
againgt women, and thirty-six wereagainst youth. GAM
director, Mario Polanco, indicated that 97 percent of the
casesthat arereported to the authoritiesare not investi-
gated, and those cases that areinvestigated arerarely
resolved.

Inthefirst quarter of 2005, Guatemalawitnessed
the death of acampesino who was protesting against min-
ing activities. Hisdeath occurred on January 11thwhen
the PNC reacted violently against the campesinosthat
weredemondrating peacefully inthedepartment of Solola

Inasimilar situation, the PNC and the military
attacked demonstratorswho were protesting against the
ratification of the Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment (CAFTA) in Col otenango, Huehuetenango where
Juan L 6pez Veldsquez lost hislife by a coup de grace
bullet-wound to the head, acommon tactic used during
the Guatemal an counter insurgency. GAM and other hu-
man rightsorganizations presented accusationsagaing the
State of Guatemalabeforethelnterior Ministry regarding
thiscase.

Inother dataincludinginthe GAM report, it was
reported that fifteen boysand ninegirlswere stolenfrom
their homes. There were twenty-four attempted
kidnappings, seven of which were against women and
twoagang girls. Therewerethirty-four actua kidnappings
of which ninewere men, ninewomen, seven boysand
ninegirls. Thisrepresentsatota of eighty-twoviolations
of civil liberty. Very few of these cases have been re-
solved.

During themonth of March, therewere587 docu-
mented cases of humanrightsviolations, whichisanin-
crease of thirty-four in comparisonto January.

Thereport concluded by stating, “1t isimportant
that the nationa and international community pay atten-
tionto the situation in Guatemalain order to help stop
thesereoccurring humanrightsviolations.”

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

ODHA Reports Increase in Murders of Minors
4/15/05 - According to ClaudiaAgreda, an investigator
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at theArchbishop’sHuman Rights Office (ODHA), the
State of Guatemal a has neither implemented a security
program, nor proposed any plansto implement one, de-
pitetheaarmingincreaseinthemurdersof childrenand
adolescents.

Agregastated that there has been atroubling up-
surgein violence against women and youth. Moretrou-
bling istheincreasing degree of violence, wherethevic-
timsare often tortured and mutilated before being mur-
dered. Theinvestigationwasbased on reportsrel eased
by national mediaagenciesalleging the deaths of about
400 minorsin 2004 alone. According to statisticsre-
leased by CasaAlianza, 107 women, 745 men, and 847
adolescentsand children have been murdered during the
past year. According to reportsfromtheJudicial Body,
so far in 2005, twenty-one minors between the ages of
two and twelve have met violent deaths.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Call for Policy against Discrimination
4/14/05 - The Presidential Commission against Racism
and Discrimination of Indigenous Peoples(CODISRA)
began aprocesstoformanationd policy for the Elimina:
tion of Racism and Di scrimination, whose principle ob-
jectivewill bethe creation of asociety respectful of dif-
ferencesamong people. Such ameasurewill betaken
withadvisefrom all socia sectorsand thegovernment.
BlancaEstelaAlvarado, member of CODISRA,
stated that the initiative is based on the work of all
Guatemala’s ethnic groupsin order to promote social,
politica, economic, and cultura inclusionthroughout the
country. Alavarado stated that theinitiativeaimsto pro-
videthe State with the necessary meansto prevent, sanc-
tion, and diminatediscrimination.

LABOR RIGHTS

Evictions in Alta and Baja Verapaz

4/18/05 - OnApril 18, campesino familiesfromthe com-
munities of Cumbre de Sulin and Cumbre de Suginay,
Purulhg, BgjaVerapaz, were evicted, according to the
National Coordinator of Campesino Organizations
(CNOC). AsmentionedinaCNOC pressrelease, the
Chamber of Agro-buisnessand thelarge plantation own-
ersof Altaand Bgja Verapaz areresponsiblefor the act.

Additionaly, landowner Julio Villelahas provoked con-
frontations between thecommunitieswithin Tamahu, Alta
Verapa, leaving various peopleinjuried. Thecampesino
organization also blamestherapid staff turnover and the
decreased budget for Stateinstitutions.

In Fray Bartolomé delas Casas, AltaVerapaz,
policeevicted eighty Quechi familiesfromland owned by
thegovernmenta Agricultural Scienceand Technology In-
stitute (ICTA). Tension mounted asthe eviction began
when approximately 320 settlers refused to leave the
property and approximately 400 police agentsreadied
their weapons and tear gas canisters. After somedia
logue, the campesinosgathered their most valuable pos-
sessonsand left their homes. Seventy-fiveyear old Juana
Choc sadly commented, “1 have nowhereto go.” Ac-
cording to CNOC, five women and two men werein-
jured by policeduring theeviction. Security forcesalso
destroyed the campesinos’ homes.

HEALTH RIGHTS

Legal Action on Behalf of AIDS Patients
4/27/05 - TheInter-American Human Rights Commis-
sion (IAHRC) took legal action against the State of Gua:
temalafor lack of carefor thirty-nine AIDS patients.
CristinaCalderon, director of the Fernando IturbideAIDS
Prevention Foundation, stated that five of thethirty-nine
petitionersof the case, first presented in 2003, haveal-
ready died. Calderén added that the State of Guatemala
hasonly provided lessthan 1 percent of theHIV positive
popul ationwith the necessary antiretroviral medications.

The Center for Justice and International Law
(CEJIL), aswdll asfour organizationsadvocating for the
AlIDS patients, blamethe State of Guatemalafor violat-
ing theright to life of these patients. To date, there has
been no government response.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Exhumations to Begin in Zacapa

4/15/05 - Plans are being made to begin exhumation
work inwestern Guatemadain June. Thefirst exhumation
stewill beinLaTrementing Zacapawhereit isbelieved
that aclandestine cemetery with theremainsof twenty-
ninevictimsof thearmed conflict exists. Accordingtoa
document entitled “ Timeto be Silent, Timeto Speak,”
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which was edited by the Guatemalan L utheran Church
and theAlliance against Impunity, in the department of
Zacapaaone, there were approximately seventy people
disappeared or assassinated duringthe 1970's. Themur-
ders primarily occurred during the regime of General
CarlosManuel AranaOsorio (1970-1974). Thearmy,
whichisalegedly responsiblefor themurders, had abase
located in LaTrementinain the 1970s.

José Pilar, from the Lutheran Church of La
Trementina, explained that theinvestigation process be-
gantwo yeasago, and exhumationsare planned to begin
inacouple of months. Exhumation work will also be
doneinsavenvillagesinthemunicipality of Guadan.

Fredy Peccarrilli, director of the Guatemalan
Foundation of ForensicAnthropology (FAFG), sated that
thisexhumation could bethefirst of many that will be
carried out in the eastern part of the country. To date,
2,900 skeletal remains have been found inthewestern
part of the country. Themajority of the murderswere
committed by the army between 1980 and 1983.

Additionally, FAFG and the Mutual Support
Group (GAM) began exhumationsin aclandestinegrave
located inaformer military basein PlayaGrande, Ixcan,
Quiché. Inthefirgt of thethirteen sites, anthropol ogists
found the remains of fifteen individual swho were mur-
dered during theinternal armed conflict.

Defense Appeals Gerardi Verdict

4/20/05 -Military officersByron Disrael LimaEstrada
and ByronMigue LimaOlivaand priest Mario Orantes,
each sentenced to twenty yearsin prisonfor complicity in
thekilling of Bishop Juan Gerardi, havemovedto annul a
March 22 sentence handed down by the Second Court
of Appeals. Whilethedefense presented legal actionto
Guatemala's Supreme Court of Justice, theArchbishop’s
Human Rights Office (ODHA), the co-plaintiff, hasnot.
(See“Commemoration of Bishop Gerardi’sAssassina
tion” below.)

Fires Destroy Evidence against Army Officers
4/25/05 —A report, issued by explosive expertshired by
theNationd Civil Police, indicatesthat three vehiclesthat
could have potentialy linked military personnel to crimi-
nal activitieswerepurposdy set ablaze. Theinvestigation
found inorganic chemica sused to start thefireand noted
that none of the nearby guardsderted thefire department
regarding theblaze. Eventhoughthemotivefor thefires
was not mentioned inthereport, thelnterior Ministry sent

it tothe Public Prosecutor’s Officetoinvestigate further.

Attorney General Juan LuisFlorido stated, “we
areconcerned, especidly regarding the case of the Presi-
dential High Command [EMP].” Inadditiontothecase
of Q500 million embezzled fromthe EMP, Florido added
that the vehicles could belinked to cases of drug traffick-
ingaswell.

The first blaze took place on March 12 in
Béarcenas, VillaNueva. Eventhoughthefirestarted at
noon and therewerefour officersmonitoring thelot, the
fire department was not warned until an hour later. The
vehiclein question was bulletproof and wasmeant to be
used asevidenceinthe EMP embezzlement case.

Judicial Officials Demand an End to Attacks
Against Them

4/28/05 - OnApril 28, Guatemaanjudicial officiasde-
manded “ extreme measures’ from the Supreme Court of
Justice (CSJ) to guaranteetheir security, after shooting
attacksagainst ajudge and aprosecutor.

“Wedemand anexplanation of thesecrimind acts”
said Jagueline Espana, president of the Association of
Judgesand Magistrates. Espanasaid aninvestigation
would givejudgesmore persona security and makethem
fedl likethey have some support, she added.

“Thoseresponsiblefor these crimeswill notin-
timidate us,” said Attorney General Juan LuisFlorido.
“Evenif they respond to our work with violence, wewill
continueto moveforward,” headded. Officiasfromthe
CSJand itssecurity explained that aerial protection and
bodyguardswould be providedto officids.

There have been thirty-onethreats against judi-
cid officiasin Guatemalain 2005. Thisisaproportiona
increasecomparedtolast year where seventy threatswere
registered theentireyear.

According to the Myrna Mack Foundation
(FMM), recent attacksdirected at judges and justice of -
ficia shave been planned and executed by organized crime
and drug traffickers. Inthe past month, thefollowing
judgesweremurdered: CarlosMarroquin, auxiliary pros-
ecutor for the Prosecution Office against Corruption;
Antonio Cruz Hernandez, Justice of the Peace of San
Pedro Ayampuc; and José Victor Bautista, High Impact
Judge of Chiquimula. Judge José Victor Bautistawas
shot to death on April 24 and public prosecutor José
Meléndez Sandova wasshot inthefacetwo dayslater.
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PEACE ACCORDS

Human Rights Groups Request High Com-
mission on Human Rights from UN

4/14/05 - At the United Nations Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 61% sessionin
GenevaSwitzerland, Guatemalan civil society organiza
tionsand the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office (PDH)
expressed theurgency of ingtalingan OHCHR in Guate-
maa

Sergio Moraes, Human Rights Ombudsman, in-
dicated that human rightsdefenders, justice officias, jour-
nalists, and socid and religiousleaderscontinueto bevic-
timsof attempted murders, harassments, and threatsand
that the police and other authoritiesfail to carry out thor-
oughinvestigations

Mora esmentioned that he hasasked for protec-
tivemeasuresto betaken inthe Inter-American systemin
order to guarantee some degree of protection for those
threatened.

CarmenAidalbarra, fromtheMyrnaMack Foun-
dation, presented several reportsregarding the human
rightssituation and reiterated therequest for theingtd la-
tion of an OHCHR.

“Theproblemwiththecountry isthat thegovern-
ment isinsistent that rapporteurs come, but afterward,
the government doesn’ t observethe recommendationsthat
they make. During the present administration, three
rapporteurshave come,” commented | barra.

In Guatemala, the Congressiona Commissionon
Foreign Relations gave apositive report regarding the
possibleingtallation of the OHCHR.

Annan Recognizes MINUGUA
4/15/05 - At the UN headquarters, the Secretary Gen-
erd commented onthetermination of the UN Verification
Missionin Guatemala(MINUGUA) and the state of the
Peace Accords. “The Guatemalan peace process has
matured and has entered anew and important stagein
that national actorsareassuming greater responsibility for
themonitoring and promotion of theobjectivesof the Peace
Accords.” The MINUGUA final report, handed in on
April 14, highlighted thetransition strategy initiated two
yearsago to replace MINUGUA personnel with Guate-
maannations.

Installed on September 19, 1994, at therequest
of the Guatema an government and the Guatemalan Na-
tiond Revolutionary Unity, MINUGUA'sprimary amwas

to monitor thecompliancewith the Globa Accord on Hu-
man Rights, thefirst of eight accordsto be signed by the
two parties. 1n 1997, MINUGUA's mandate was ex-
pandedtoincludeverification of compliancewithal eight
Accords. Sincethen, it hasundergone numerouschanges.
Never concelved of asapermanent misson, MINUGUA
wasdated to leave the country in 2000, but dueto stalled
compliance and the presence of continued human rights
violations, they remainedin Guatema awith reduced staff
through November 2004.

CA Military Leaders Proposed Combined
Forces to Combat Organized Crime

4/16/05 - After three days of meetingsin Antigua, Gua-
temaahigh-ranking military leadersfrom Centra Ameri-
can (CA) presented aproposa to the head of US South-
ern Command (SouthCom), John Craddock. The pro-
posal solicited the USwith “urgent necessity” to createa
specid forceof military and policeto combat thetraffick-
ing of humans, drugs, and armsaswel| asto combat youth
gangs.

Jorge FHoresArana, head of theNationa Defense
High Command, stressed the need for an elite security
group and requested, via Craddock, that the US govern-
ment providetechnical and operative equipment aswell
astraining. AccordingtoArana, Craddock “regarded
theproposal asinteresting.”

Romeo Vasquez Vel dsquez from Honduras added
that theonly way that the region can confront itssecurity
problemsisto reactivate special combined forces, involv-
ingbothcivil and military units.

2006 Budget to Emphasize Social Reform
4/20/05 - According to Hugo Beteta, Secretary General
for Presidential Planning (SGPP), the 2006 budget will
emphasissocia spending, including agrarian reformand
commitment to the peace process. The budget, accord-
ing to the Secretary General, will cover agrarianreform
issuessuch asprogramsto ensurethat loca Guatemaans
grow enough food to subsist on, so asnot to depend on
food aid asmuch. Thebudget proposa will focusonthe
various peace issues outlined in the Peace Accord, as
well ashedth, education, and security reforms.
Vice-president Eduardo Stein reiterated theim-
portance of social reform in the budget, which will be
debated in Congressstarting April 24. Accordingto Stein,
through the new budget he hopes to show that Oscar
Berger’'sadministration is dedicated to the Guatemalan
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peopleand not “ big businesses’ or politica affiliations.

OTHER INFORMATION

2005: Forty-four Attacks on Human Rights
Defenders

4/18/05 - Sofar in 2005 there have been forty-four at-
tacksagainst human rights defendersand organizations.
Whilethemgority or theattackshavebeen officidly clas-
sfied ascommon crime, evidence showsotherwise. Or-
ganizations, such asthe Center for Human Rights L egal
Action, have received as many as six attacks in 2005
alone. In 2004, they received twenty-two such attacks,
including telephonedeath threets, intimidation of staff out-
sideof the office, and robbery.

Fifty-six Percent Below Poverty Line

4/17/05 - Fifty-six percent of Guatemala s population
livesin poverty, according to the Poverty Profilereleased
by Guatemala sNationa StatisticsIngtitute (INE). Ac-
cording to World Bank figures, Guatemalaranksasone
of the countriesin Latin Americaand the Caribbeanwith
the highest rate of poverty and most unequal incomedis-
tributions.

JuanAlberto Fuentes, of the UN Devel opment
Program, agreeswith thesefindings, adding that one out
of every five Guatemalanslivesonlessthan Q1,911 (ap-
proximately $238) per year. Poverty rates for
Guatemda sindigenouspopulaion aregeneraly twicethat
of therest of the population.

Commemoration of Gerardi’'s Assassination
4/27/05 - On the seventh anniversary of the death of
Bishop Juan Gerardi, peoplegathered in various parts of
Guatemalato dignify hisdeath and honor hiswork. In
GuatemaaCity, various priests celebrated amassfor the
falen bishop, whichwaswel | attended by individuasand
representatives of humanrightsgroups.

A photography exhibit covering Gerardi’ swork
wason display, aswell asthework of other martyrs of
Guatemala sarmed conflict.

In SantaCruz del Quiché, hundredsof Catholics
participated in activitiesin memory of Bishop Gerardi.
Monsignor Gerardi wasthebishop in Quichéfrom 1974-
1982.

OnApril 25, over 100 activists, Catholics, and
human rightsworkers gathered in Washington D.C. to

commemorate the seventh anniversary of the assassina
tion of Bishop Gerardi.

Gerardi waskilled with aconcrete block inthe
garageof hisGuatemdaCity seminary inApril 1998, days
after presenting alengthy report blaming themilitary for
80 percent of the deathsduring the country’s 1960-1996
civil war. Hiswork with the Recuperation of Historical
Memory Project (REMHI) isparticularly important to-
day, asthosein Guatemalawho carry on histradition of
truthtelling are persecuted. InJanuary andagaininMarch,
plans were uncovered to assassinate Bishop Alvaro
Ramazzini. Then, onJanuary 22, thetwo-year-old daugh-
ter of aREMHI activist was strangled to death.

Onthelegd front, the Gerardi casein Guatemaa
has been emblematic of theimpunity that existsthere. In
June 2001, a court sentenced military officers Byron
Digrael Lima, ByronMigud LimaQOliva, and Josc Obdulio
Villanuevato thirty yearsin prison each for extrgudicial
execution. Priest Mario Orantes N§jerawas sentenced
for twenty yearsasan accessory tothecrime. However,
in October of 2002, military lawyerssucceededin over-
turning the convictionsof thefour menlinkedto Gerardi’s
murder and wereawarded anew trid. InFebruary 2003,
Jose ObdulioVillanuevawaskilledinaprisonriot. Over
theduration of thetrial, two judges, three prosecutors,
andvariouswitnessesfled the country dueto death threets.
Early in 2003, the Constitutional Court upheld the June
2001 ruling.

In 1974, Juan Gerardi Conederabecame bishop
of the heavily-indigenous Guatemal an department of
Quiché. Inthelate 1970s, asthe conflict intensified and
membersof theclergy increasingly becametargetsof vio-
lence, Bishop Gerardi began to takean activerolein de-
nouncing themilitary’sbrutality. In 1980, after meetingin
Romewith Pope John Paul 11 to discusstheviolencein
Guatemala, Gerardi wasbarred from returning to Guate-
malaand forced into exilein CostaRica. Hewasableto
return to Guatemalain 1982 and was named auxiliary
bishop of Guatemala City in 1984. Asauxiliary bishop,
Gerardi continued to advocatefor peace, participatingin
the National Reconciliation Commission, which helped
facilitate contacts between thegovernment and guerrillas.
Hefounded the archdiocesan human rightsofficein 1990
and beginning in 1995, served as pastoral director of the
REMHI project.
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European Parliament Concerned with Human
Rights in Guatemala

4/29/05 - On April 28, the European Parliament ap-
proved itsreport onthegloba human rightssituation and
included two specific articlesregarding Guatemada. This
isapostivestepintermsof internationa exposureof the
horrifichumanrightssituationin Guatemaa. Toview the
full report visit: http://www2.europarl.eu.int/omk/
JEEBAME LEVH =181 FVH =RNA/SX&DETAIL=-&RBRE=
I[TEP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2005-
0150+0+DOC+XML+VO//EN.

Article 84. Is concerned about the large number of
women violently killed in Guatemalaand urgesthe au-
thoritiestoinvestigatethoroughly those crimesandto pre-
vent any recurrence of further violent acts;

Article86. Remainsconcerned at an alarming number of
attacksand threats against Guatemal ans seeking justice
for past human rightsabuses, in particular attackson hu-
manrightsdefenders, justiceofficid sand journaists, wel-
comesasapostivesigna the February 2005 convictions
of an ex-paramilitary figure and aformer mayor for kid-
napping four journalistsin 2003 and a so the acceptance
by the Guatemal an parliament of the opening of an office
of theUN High Commissioner for Human Rights, which
the Guatemal an Congressisexpected to approveasrap-
idly aspossible.

RESOURCES

Availablein Spanish from http:/mww.fygeditores.com/

Villagran Kramer, Francisco. Biografiapoliticade Gua-
temala. Afios de guerra y anos de paz. Guatemala:
FLACSO, 2004. US$9.30.

LAST WORD

CAFTA Polls

4/18/05 - Inregardsto the Central American Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA), thefollowing wasobtained viaa
national survey conducted by Vox L atinafor the Guate-
maandaily, Prensa Libre, and administered to 1,201 in-
dividuasbetweenApril 2andApril 9.

Of every three Guatema ans, one supports CAFTA, one
opposesit, and athird will not respond dueto alack of
interest or information.
* Percentage of population who feelsthey arewell-
informedon CAFTA: 5.3
* Percentage of populationwho feel sthey are some-
what informed on CAFTA: 63.6
* Percentage of populationwho feelsthey arenot at
al informed on CAFTA: 30.3
Despite the fact that those polled indicated they were
generdly not well informed on CAFTA:
* 48 percent fedl thetrade deal isathreat to Guate-
maansHumanRights
* 36.1 percent fed that it will bring new opportunities
* 56.5 percent fed it will bring unemployment

Now Available: Fair Trade Coffeefrom Guatemala

$13 per each 17 oz. bag, plus $3 shipping and handling
Your choiceof Ground or WholeBean

“JuanAna’ coffeeisproduced by familiesin SanLucas
Tolimanviaaland grant project.

Contact pdavis@ghrc-usa.org for more info
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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