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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Indigenous, Land Rights Leaders Threatened
4/5/05 - CARLOSHUMBERTO GUARQUEZ, promi-
nent member of indigenousrightsgroup the MayaFoun-
dation (FUNDAMAYA), locad mayor DomingaVasguez,
and her husband journalist ALFONSO GUARQUEZ,
havereceived death threatsin an apparent effort to in-
timidatethem into stopping their oppositionto expansion
of mininginthelocal area. Their livesarein seriousdan-
ge.

On March 25, at about 11:45PM, villagersin
Tablon near the town of Sololain western Guatemala
alerted the police of aburning vehicle, which had been
dousedin petrol beforebeing set onfire. Thevehiclebe-
longed to FUNDAMAYA and was used by one of the
organization’sstaff, Carlos Humberto Guarquez. Five
written death threats directed at Carlos Humberto
Guarguez werefound around the burning vehicle. One
threat stated: “ The samewill happen to you Mr. Carlos
Humberto for interfering inthese stupid social issues, to-
morrow will beyour day to disappear from thisworld.
Every pigeventudly getsdaughtered, dsoMs. Dominga
[Vasguez] and her husband Alfonso Guarquez.”

CarlosHumberto Guarquez, DomingaVasquez,
andAlfonso Guarquez are among fiveindigenous people
who have been accused of inciting aprotest on January
11, against the transportation of equipment belonging to
mining company MontanaExploradora(asubsidiary of
the Canadian-US firm Glamis Gold), which ownstwo
gold mining projectsin Guatemala. Thelocal governor
for the department of Sololapresented acomplainttothe
loca Prosecutor’ sOffice, whichthenfiled crimind charges
againg theminrelationtotheprotest andiscontinuingits
investigations.

FUNDAMAYA forms part of therecently-cre-
ated codition Nationa Front against Mining, which cam-
paignsto raise awareness of the potential environmental
damage caused by mining and the negativeimpact onin-

digenouscommunitiesliving cosetomines. CarlosHum-
berto GuarquezisFUNDAMAYA srepresentativetothe
codition.

DomingaVasguez received an anonymousthreat
by telephone on January 5, after speaking out against
mining inthearea. Thecaller told her that shewould
“suffer the consequencesfor having led [this] ...and be
careful withwhat will happentoyou.” Thethreatshave
been reported to the National Civil Police, the Public
Prosecutor’ s Office, the Human Rights Ombudsman, and
the Presidentiad Commission of the Officeof Human Rights
(COPREDEH). Her husband, Alfonso Guarquez, who
isalso the brother of Carlos Humberto Guarquez, isa
journdist for thenationd information service Ceriguaand
has reported on local opposition to mining. (See UP-
DATESVol 17 Nos2and 3.)

FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Retired Colonel Killed, Robbery Not a Motive
4/13/05 - Retired Colonel CARLOS AUGUSTO
MARTINEZ ZETINA, sixty-seven, was shot and killed
onApril 12inhishomeinaresidential areaGuatemala
City, accordingtothelocd volunteer firedepartment. The
National Civil Police (PNC) indicated that hetried to
defend himself asthe attackersfired at him although they
took nothing from the house. Witnesses stated that the
unknown attackerswaited on Martinez to enter hisresi-
denceinthepickup truck hewasdriving thenrushedin
immediatdly after him.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

2004: More than 400 Youth Murdered

4/13/05 - According to statistics gathered by the
Archbishop’sHuman Rights Office, over 400 youth, be-
tween the ages of twelve and seventeen, wereviolently
murdered in 2004. Reportsrevedl that themgjority of the
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murderswereof anextremely violent natureinvolvingtor-
tureand mutilation of thevictims.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Menchu Wins Discrimination Case

4/5/05 - On April 5, Rigoberta Mencha, Nobel Prize
lauresteand anindigenousrightsleader in Guatemaa, won
alandmark decisionin court, marking thefirst court case
concerning racia discriminationinthehistory of Guate-
mala. Five Guatemalans, all membersof RiosMontt's
Guatemalan Republican Front (FRG) party, were con-
victed of shouting racially-abusive dursat Mencht and
other activistsinthe Constitutional Court in Guatemala
City on October 9, 2003. Demonstratorswere protest-
ing aruling by Guatemala stop tribuna alowing former
dictator Efrain RiosMontt’s candidacy in thethen up-
coming Guatemal an presidential elections.

Thefive convicted members of the FRG party,
oneof whomisRiosMontt’ sgrandson, Juan CarlosRios,
were each sentenced to three years and two monthsin
prison for threatening Mencht and her supporterswith
racial slurs. “ Go back to the market and sell tomatoes
you Indian,” thefive FRG supporters, who were caught
on videotape, yelled at her on the steps of the Constitu-
tional Court.

Besdesthethreeyearsin prison, those convicted
will also haveto pay fines of $400 each; however, their
prisontime may besubstituted by payingjust under $10a
day for each of the 1,115 days of the sentence.

Menchu calledtheverdict “marvelous’ and said,
“today we experienced something great that we can tell
our children, that nobody should discriminateagaingt any-
body el se, that nobody should offend thedignity of any-
body elsejust because they speak another language or
comefrom another part of the country.”

Thefive FRG supporters declined to comment,
but the defense stated that it would apped after analyzing
thesentence. Inadditionto CarlosRios, AnaCristina
L Oopez Kestler, MirnaOrellana Ruano, Enma Samayoa
Robles, and ElviaMoralesde L 6pez werea so convicted.
Mayan indigenous groups, who make up over half of
Guatemala s population, havelong been targetsof dis-
crimination and human rightsabusesin Guatemala. Dur-
ing thethirty-six year civil war, 83 percent of al human
rightsviolationsweredirected at indigenous populations
leading the UN initstruth report to accusethe military of

actsof genocide.

Mayan Defense against Changes to FODIGUA
4/5/05 - TheMayan Defenseplaced aninjunctioninthe
Constitutional Court to annul government accord 32-
2005, which modifiesthe structure of the Guatemaan In-
digenous Devel opment Fund (FODIGUA). According
to the Mayan Defense, the reform by the government
defiesthe spirit of the Fund and removesit from thehands
of theindigenous people. “FODIGUA wasbornfromthe
long fight of communitiesand organizations, but thegov-
ernment hasthrown it to theground with thisdecision,”
said Francisco Raymundo of the Mayan Defense.

LABOR RIGHTS

2004: Ministry of Labor Reports 12,037
Worker Complaints

4/13/05 - Statisticsfrom the Inspector General of the
Ministry of Labor show that in 2004, atotal of 12,037
complaintsinthe GuatemaaCity metropolitan areawere
filedinduding casesof sdary withholdings, illegal discounts,
denial of work certificatesfrom the Guatemal an Social
Security Institute, failure of voucher payments, and un-
justified firing. In 2003, therewere 11, 948 such com-
plants.

Duetotheincreasein complaints, authoritiesare
pushing for aproject to strengthen Guatema a slabor sys-
tem, indicated Mario Gordillo, Vice-Minister of Labor.
The maguilasector, one of Guatemala's principle eco-
nomic areas, isthe sector in which the mgjority of the
complaintsconcerning labor rightshave been registered.
In Guatemala more than 140, 000 jobs are held in the
textilesector.

“Just thisguild a one represents 30 percent [of
the complaints]”, added Edgar Eduardo Sanchez, Sub-
Inspector General of Labor inthe metropolitan region.

LAND RIGHTS

Families Evicted in Escuintla

4/14/05 - At least 365 familieswere peacefully evicted
ontheafternoon of March 12 inthe settlement of LaPaz
1, Stuated adjacent to aresidentia zone4 of theEscuintla,
according totheNational Civil Police(PNC). Theresi-
dentsof thesettlement whowerelivingintwenty-sx make-
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shift houses made of corrugated tin and wood were sur-
prised by 250 Nationd Civil Police Specid Forcesagents
and offered no resisitance upon being evicted, indicated
José Antonio Galdamez from the Public Prosecutor’s
Office.

CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

CAFTA Protests Continue

4/13/05 - Despitethe Guatemaan Congress' passage of
the Central American Free TradeAgreement (CAFTA)
onMarch 10, protestshave continued. Government re-
pression of anti-CAFTA groupshasalso continued. On
March 31, theIndigenous, Campesino, Union and Popu-
lar Movement (MICSP) denounced an alleged govern-
ment plan, which sought to incarcerate |eaders of the
movement.

A seriesof protestsoccurred onApril 1. Union-
istsbegan lobbying in Congressto block ratification of
proposed Concess on Laws, which support privatization
of socid services, and Land Registry laws, which aswrit-
ten would not allow for the Land Registry to act asan
autonomousingtitution. Outside of GuatemalaCity, key
transit pointswere blocked in Solold, Retalhuleu, and
Sacatepéquez.

InGuatemaaCity, LuisLed, rector of San Carlos
University (USAC), and MICSP leaders submitted an
injunction to the Constitutional Court, Guatemala shigh-
est tribunal, declaring that theratification of CAFTA by
Congressviolated national lawsand Convention 169 of
thelnternationa Labor Organization (ILO). Article171
of the Congtitution, like Convention 169 of thelLO, es-
tablishesthat indigenous groups must be consulted re-
garding economic devel opment prior toinitiating any ac-
tivities.

TheUnity of Popular and Labor Action (UASP)
brought legal proceedings before the Supreme Court of
Justice (CSJ) against President Oscar Berger, Minister of
thelnterior CarlosVielmann, and Minister of Defense
CarlosAldanafor being responsiblefor the death teacher
Juan Lépez Velasgquez on March 15in Los Naranjales,
Col otenango, Huehuetenango when government security
forcesrepressed ademonstration against CAFTA.

OnApril 7, thousands of people participatedin
another protest against CAFTA, organized by theMICSP.
Health care providers congregated outside of the Con-
gressional building demanding that authoritieswork effi-

ciently for the health of Guatemalansand to increase ac-
cessto generic drugs. Campesinosand teachersblocked
highwaysin rural areas of Guatemala, objectingtothe
passage of the ConcessionsLaw. Highwayswerealso
blocked in Cumbre de SantaElena, BajaVerapaz; San
Vicente Pacaya, Escuintla; El Zarco, Retalhuleu; and
Cuilapa, SantaRosa.

Later onApril 7,the CCruled that thereisnoth-
ing uncongtitutional about thetrade agreement. Cirpriano
Soto, president of the CC, wasthe only CC judgewho
voted for CAFTA'ssuspension.

The Guatemalan Nationa Revolutionary Unity
(URNG) party sent apublicletter to US senatorsasking
them to take into consideration the negative impact
CAFTA would haveon Centrd American countries. Chief
complaintsfrom the URNG included that the Guatema-
lan Congress passed the agreement in a private and
secretative manner without informing the public before-
hand and that there are few protectionsfor workersin
Guatemaa. Inaddition, Bishop Ramazzini visited Wash-
ington, DC to speak before Congressand beavoicefor
Guatemalanswho opposethe agreement.

LiketheNorth American Free TradeAgreement
(NAFTA) passed eleven yearsago, CAFTA isbeing met
with criticisminthe US Congress. Congressional oppo-
nentsfear thedeal will increasethe UStrade deficit, put
US sugar cane and sugar beet farmersout of business,
and result in unfair competition because of lower [abor
standards in CAFTA countries. Heated debates con-
tinue. TheHouseisexpected to vote onthe measurein
May, and aSenatevotewill follow.

There may yet be problemsfor CAFTA further
south in Central America. Although El Salvador and
Honduras have already ratified CAFTA, Nicaragua's
opposition Frente Sandinistade Liberacion Naciond, the
largest bloc in the national assembly, is opposed to
CAFTA. Itisdsothesubject of fiercepolitical debatein
CostaRica. OnMarch 16, foreign trade minister from
CostaRica, Manuel Gonzalez Saenz, ruled out ratifica-
tion of CAFTA intheimmediate future dueto pressure
fromsocid organizations. The Dominican Republic, alate
addition to the CAFTA negotiations, seemslikely to ap-
provethe agreement.

Social Organizations Criticize Government
Spending in First Quarter

4/11/05 - In the second monitoring report, the Social
Spending Observation Office, the Coordination of Non-
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Governmental Organizationsand Cooperatives (CON-
GCOOP), and theInternational Human RightsInvestiga:
tion Center (CIIDH) criticized the Guatemalan govern-
ment for investing very littlein socia spending and for
decreasing budgetary implementation inthefirst quarter
of 2005 in the Departments of Education, Health, Agri-
culture, and the Ministry of theInterior.

Thereport al so voiced concern about the poor
distribution of fundsamong State ministriesand offices.
They believethat thisdistributionisprincipally affecting
theyouth and theindigenous. From January to March,
minigtriesand government officeshave only spent 20 per-
cent of their budget, 5 percent less than they ought to
have spent at theend of thefirst trimester.

RegardingtheMinistry of Hedlth, thegroupscriti-
cized the lack of resources that have been allocatd to
reproductive health programssofar thisyear.

Edna Calderdn, one of the investigators, ex-
pressed concernthat fundsallocated toAIDS prevention
programshaveyet to beinitiated. “If thiscontinues,” she
gated, “they areriskingthelivesof youth andtheexpan-
sonof theepidemic.”

HEALTH RIGHTS

HIV Patients Denounce New Trade Laws
3/30/05 - On March 30, dozens of Guatemalan HIV
patients, many with paper bagsover their headsto pro-
tect their identities, protested new US-backed traderules
that they say rob them of accessto medicines.

Under pressure from the US, Guatemala ap-
proved anew law offering greater protection from cheap
competitionto drugsmarketed by international pharma:
ceutical firms. Guatemalapassed thenew rulesinearly
Marchtofacilitate approval of the US-Central America
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA). Companiescan now
protect drug trial datafor fivetotenyears, slowingthe
rate at which cheaper generic copiesof brand medicines
aremade.

“If amedicineisprotected for fiveyearsandit’s
the onel need to buy, what will happen?!’ll die,” said
Rosa, aprotester from eastern Guatemala.

In December, Guatemal arelaxed the rulesgov-
erning generic drugs, but revoked thelaw amid protest
fromthe US government, which feared CAFTA would
not be passed without the support of USlegidatorsfa-
vorableto pharmaceutical companies.

“It’ soutrageousto seeagovernment intervening
tothat level inadecision of Guatemalaespecialy wherea
law had been passed with overwhelming majority and
signed by the president,” said StephanieWeinberg of aid
group Oxfam.

Pharmaceutical companieslike Bristol-Myers
Squibb, which makesan HIVV medicine protected in Gua
temalaunder the new rules, say the changesare needed
to protect innovation. “ Intellectua property isthefuel of
innovation. Having themain protection on your intellec-
tual property and your dataexclusivity isimportant be-
causeit givesusthe motivationto beinnovative,” said
company spokesman Brian Henry. Of an estimated
80,000 HIV-positive Guatemalans, only 3,600 receive
life-prolonging antiretrovird treatment.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Ex-Policeman Guilty of Rape and Femicide
4/2/05 - A sentencing court in El Quiché condemned a
former agent of the National Civil Police (PNC),
Bartolome Teni Cu, for therape and murder of Oliberta
Elizabeth Cad Gomez, aseventeen-year-old fema e stu-
dent. Hewasgivenfifty yearsfor murder, tenyearsfor
rape, and ten morefor attempted murder of another stu-
dent who managed to escape from Teni Cuon May 18,
2004.

Gerardi Case: ODHA Criticized Dismantling of
the Prosecutor’s Office

4/08/05 - In a press release dated April 8, the
Archbishop’'sHuman Rights Office (ODHA) announced
that the Specia Prosecutor for the Gerardi casefromthe
Public Prosecutor’s Office, led by Jorge Garcia
M azariegos, hasbeen dismantled under theallegedinter-
nal relocation of the office’ spersonnel. Thedismantling
of thisofficewill hold up theinvestigation processintothe
murder of Bishop Gerardi, oneof themost brutal -
nationsof recent Guatemalan history.

Accordingtothe ODHA, Attorney Generd Juan
LuisHoridoisdirectly responsiblefor thismaneuver, in-
dicating that hetook advantage of amoment inwhichthe
public wasdistracted by the death of Pope John Paul |1
and thefact that Archbishop Rodolfo Cardena Quezada
Torufio was out of the country. Inresponse, ODHA is
requesting that the Attorney General return the special
prosecutor’sofficetoits previousposition.
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Mayans Seek Answers to Killing Near Mine
4/5/05 - OnApril 5, Guatemal an indigenous|eadersde-
manded afull investigationinto thefatal shootinginMarch
of acampesino by asecurity guard fromaUSgold min-
ing project.

In apaid newspaper advertisement, nearly 200
Mayan mayors demanded athorough probe and com-
pensationfor thedeath of Alvaro Sanchez, killedinMarch
near US-based GlamisGold’ sMarlin property inthe San
Marcosregion. Thestatement also called for investige-
tionsintothekillingsof other Mayan highlandersin recent
clasheswiththepalice.

“Upuntil now theinvestigationshave staled and
the correct procedures have not been followed,” Carlos
Garcia, aMayan mayor in Totonicagpan, said by telephone.
Glamis Gold acknowledged the security guard shot the
campesino, but Marlin project manager TimMiller said
thekilling wastheresult of apersonal disputeand was
not related to themine.

The human rights group Rightsin Action and
Glamis Miller say it appeared the guard shot Sanchez
with ahandgun owned by hisemployer, US security firm
Golan Group, which protectsthemine.

Local authoritiessaid they havelaunched anin-
vestigationinto Sanchez’ sdeath but did not givefurther
details. Theguard hasnot been seen sincethe shooting.

TheWorld Bank-backed Marlingold and silver
mine, dueto start production later thisyear, hasmet ve-
hement oppositioninrecent monthsasit isseenasasym-
bol of foreignintervention, aleged environmental threst,
and danger totheagrarianway of life.

Locd criticism peakedin January whenavillager
was shot dead in the town of San Miguel Ixtahuacan,
near themine, aspoliceand soldiersescorted mining equip-
ment through road bl ockades set up by Mayan peasant
highlanders.

PNC Aggressor Sentenced to One Month Sus-
pension Without Pay
4/12/05 - Thedisciplinary court of theNational Civil Po-
lice (PNC) sentenced Boris Mendozato aone-month
suspensi onwithout pay for having consented to using ag-
gressonagaing journdistsin NuevaLindaonAugust 31,
2004.

During theviolent eviction at the NuevaLinda
Farm, journalistsMario Moralesand Edward Morales,
of the newspapers Nuestro Diario and Guatevision re-
spectively, wereattacked and robbed of their work equip-

ment. Six monthslater, the disciplinary court of thePNC
sentenced Mendozato aone-month suspension without
pay for being responsiblefor agroup of agents.

VeronicaGodoy of the Public Security Support
and Verification Office stated that, although it isaweak
sentence, itisapositive step. Itisthefirst timethat an
agent has been sentenced for being the head of the group
and not the author of thecrime.

Suspect in Dos Erres Massacre Implicated in
Shredding Documents

4/11/05 - ReyesCollin Gudip, amilitary officer alleged
to have participanted inthe Dos ErresM assacre, isim-
plicated inthelate 2004 shredding of hundredsof military
documents. Gualip claimsit wasaroutinetask. The
Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP) has not been ableto
determinethe content of the shredded documents.

PEACE ACCORDS

Montejo Resigns as Peace Secretary
4/12/05 - Victor Montejo, an anthropol ogist and spe-
cidiginindigenouscultures, handed inhisresignation as
peace secretary onApril 11. 1t will take effect onMay 1
when NormaQuixtan, theindigenousgovernor of Quetza-
Itenango, will assumethepaosition.

Vice-president Eduardo Stein said that Montegjo
was|eaving the cabinet to moveto Congresson Presi-
dent Oscar Berger’srequest “ partly for personal reasons
and partly ingtitutiondl ... to add to theindigenousvoicein
congress.” However, itisastrangemovefor agovern-
ment which trumpeted hisappointment asasign that it
was committed to indigenousrights, Montejo gavethe
government credibility whenit cameto talkswithindig-
enousgroups.

The position of secretary of peace was created
in 1997 to oversee the Peace Accords signed in Decem-
ber 1996.

OTHER INFORMATION

Concern in Europe about Human rights Situ-
ation in Guatemala

4/4/05 - Concern over thedeterioration of human rights
in Guatemalahas prompted several European countries
to request that the United Nations Commision on Human
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Rightspay specid attentionto thematter in their upcom-
ing international reports. According to Orlando Blanco,
director of thelnternational Human RightsInvestigation
Center (ClIDH), the counties most concerned are Hol -
land, Spain, Austrig, and Belgium.

Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office (PDH)
Reports Deterioration of Human Rights
4/7105 - At thesixty-first session of theUN Human Rights
Commission, Guatemal @ sHuman Rights Ombudsman,
Sergio Morales, presented areport detailing the grave
humanrightssituationin Guatemada Thereport highlights
thedeterioration of public security, the highlevelsof im-
punity, and theincreaseinfemecide. It soindicatesthat
Guatemal asuffersfrom a seriousregressionin human
development and anincreaesin poverty. Thepopulation
suffersfrom continuousinflation, including rising pricesof
petroleum based productsand electricity. Therate of
poverty throughout Guatemalahasincreased to 56 per-
cent and 82 percent inrural aress.

Other issuesthat M orales addressed includethe
exploitation of mineralsin severa regionsof the country,
the conditionsunder which migrant workerslive, andthe
murder of children and youth. He also expressed con-
cernfor thehighlevelsof violence. Statisticsshow that
tentofifteen peoplearekilled every day, whilethe courts
barely investigate 0.5 percent of crimes. Moralesadded
that many of the bodiesarefound with the* shot of grace’
to the head, atactic commonly used during theinternal
armed conflict by themilitary, and implying, according to
Morales, “ practicesof socid cleansng.”

Government Attempts to Criminalize Demon-
strations

4/12/05 - In an attempt to squash political dissent, espe-
cialy regarding socio-economicissues, the Guatemalan
government isattemptingtoreformAurticle 397 of the Pend
Code, referringtoillega protests. Thehill, introduced by
Juan Ramon Ponce Guay from the Gran National Alli-
ancecodition, seeksto crimindize actssuch asputting up
road blocks and detaining peoplein public places, with
sentencesof uptotwotothreeyearsin prison, aswell as
prosecution of those participating in or organizing these
protests.

According to Pascual, a member of the
Campesino Unity Committee (CUC), thelegidator’sat-
titude demongtratesthe government’slack of politica will
to address socia problems. Pascual said that if thebill

passesthrough Congess, Guatema a sjailswould befilled
with poor voca campesinosrather than criminals.

Head of SOUTHCOM Visits Guatemala
4/14/05 - The head of the US Southern Command
(SOUTHCOM), John Craddock, visited Guatemalaon
April 13. Inlessthan three months, Craddock isthe sec-
ond highranking U.S. official tovisit Guatemala. The
purpose of thevisit, the sameasthat of Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld on March 24, was*“acourtesy.”
Craddock isparticipatinginaUS-Central American mili-
tary summit and took advantage of the opportunity to meet
with Guatemal an President Oscar Berger to discussthe
reform of the existing Guatemalan army and the peace
missionsof special forces participating in Haiti and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Themilitary officer also spokewith Guatemala
DefenseMinister CarlosHumberto Aldanaof the Guate-
malan Army and the Minister of Nationa Defense about
thetransformation of the Guatemaan army and itspresent
operations.

On being questioned about the bilateral coop-
eration, heresponded that the desire of the United States
government wasto mai ntain cooperation with Guatemala
inthemilitary field.

Annan Acknowledges MINUGUA's Departure
4/15/05 - InanApril 14 statement, UN Secretary-Gen-
era Kofi Annan said theend of the UN Verification Mis-
soninGuatemada(MINUGUA), meansthe Guatemalan
peace process has "matured into a new and important
phase." Thisnew phase, Annan said, allowsthe Guate-
malan peopletotakefuller responsibility for monitoring
and promoting 1996 accords that ended the country's
long civil war.

Current and future UN peace-building operations
around the world can draw valuable lessons from
MINUGUA, said Annanin areport about themission's
work. BesdesGuatema a, the United Nationsa so helped
Nicaraguaand El Salvador emergefrom civil wars, he
sad.

The US-backed MINUGUA officially closed
November 15, 2004, after ten yearsof verifying human-
rightsstandardsand hel ping the country implement itsfar-
reaching peace accords. The accords ended thirty-six
yearsof conflict that killed an estimated 200,000 people,
most of them civilian victims of massacresand Mayan
indigenousvillagers.
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Annan said Guatema a's peace accordsattempted
not only to end the conflict and disarm thewarring par-
ties, but to address the root causes of the war through
long-rangepublic policieson humanrights, justicereform,
demilitarization and thefight against racid discrimination
and poverty.

"Perhaps the most difficult challenge for
MINUGUA wasto operateinthe complex multi-ethnic,
multicultura, and multilingua environment of Guatemaa,
withitsdeeply entrenched racism and abandonment of
the nearly two dozen Mayan, Xinca, and Garifunaindig-
enouscommunitiesthat compriseat least half the popula
tion," Annansaid.

Headded that MINUGUA made use of national
indigenous staff membersand trandatorsableto explain
the peace accords. Annan said MINUGUA contributed
to asteady declinein human-rightsviolationsfromthe
timeof itsarrival in 1994 through acease-fire and the
fina sgning of the peace agreement.

Annan said human-rightsactivistsand members
of rural communities, who had been targeted during the
Guatemalan conflict, saw the UN mission asasource of
protection.

The United Nationshasannounced plansto open
anew human-rightsofficein Guatemaain 2005. Theof -
ficeisdesigned to advisethe Guatemal an government on
strengthening observance of civil libertiesafter decades
of civil grifeinthe Central American nation produced what
theUN called a"legacy of socid discrimination.”

RESOURCES

GHRC’s 2005 First Quarter Human Rights Report is
available at: www.ghrc-usa.org/Publications/
2005FirgQuarter.htm

The following titles are available in Spanish from
www.fygeditores.com:

Cayzac, Hugo; Ana SilviaMonzon y Hilda Morales
Trujillo. Estado, pueblosindigenasy mujeres- Dela

represién alaconvivenciademocrética. RevistaEstudios
I nterétnicosNo. 17, afo 11. IDEI, 2004. $12.70.

Dary, Claudia, LindaAsturiasdeBarriosy MariaPiedad
Vargas. Sembradoras de esperanza: situacion de las
mujeres mayas en Guatemala. FLACSO, 2004. $7.80.

LAST WORD

Survey Shows Popular Disapproval of Berger
3/31/05 - According to a survey conducted by CID-
Gallup, president Oscar Berger has similar ratings to
former president Alfonso Portilloin hissecond year in
office. Accordingto LuisHaug fromthesurvey firm, only
16 percent of Guatemalans approve of Berger’sperfor-
mance, while 35 percent expressed their disapproval.

ADESCA Receives Award from Spain

4/14/05 - The Guatema an organi zation Support for Cul-
tural Decentralization (ADESCA) was awarded the
Bartolomé delas Casas Prize by the Spanish Secretary
of Statefor International Cooperationfor their work de-
velopingindigenouscommunitiesand culture. Themeda
and gpproximately $64,000in prizemoney waspresented
tothegroup on March 21in Madrid.

ADESCA was created in 1998 and to date has
executed over 380 cultura projectsintheareasof litera
ture, music, theater, dance, folk art, and preservation of
Mayan culture.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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