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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Guatemala City Judge Murdered

3/22/05 - Judge JOSE ANTONIO CRUZ
HERNANDEZ was gunned down on March 21 at 3:30
PM ashewasdriving hispickup truck through Zone 7 of
GuatemdacCity.

TheMunicipal Fire Department stated that the
judge had received abullet wound to the head. Next to
his pickup truck, which lammed into two other cars, a
spent 9mm shell wasrecovered.

Policeindicated that Cruz tried to fleefrom his
pursuers but, upon being overtaken by them, helost con-
trol of the pickup and crashed into two vehicleswaiting to
turnat astoplight.

Thefamily of thejudge said that hewasdriving
enrouteto hishome. “Wehad noideathat hewasbeing
threatened,” said onefamily member.

The president of the Judgesand MagistratesAs-
sociation, Jackeline Espana, did not rule out the possibil-
ity of apolitically motivated killing.

Witness in Corruption Case is Assassinated
3/2205 - JUAN JOSE DE LEON PINEDA was mur-
dered by agroup of unknown individualswho shot him
six timesashewaswaiting at the corner of 1% street and
34th avenuein ColoniaVillaVictoria, inzone6 of Mixco,
just outside of GuatemalaCity.

De Leon Pineda, testified before the District
Attorney’s OfficeAgainst Corruption on two corruption
cases. Inthe caseregarding the embezzlement of millions
of dollarsfrom the Army, histestimony indicated thehe
wasboss of theArmy Financesand in charge of signing
checksthat were dueto be processed, which werelater
tobegivenin cashto someof theindividuasinvolvedin
thetheft.

According to versionsgiven by witnessesat the
sceneof the crime, themurder victim was approached by
severa individualswho got out of agreen car and shot
thevictim.

Police Involved in Death of Gang Members
3/31/2005 - Twenty year-old HUGO FRANSISCO
CASTILLO was executed on Tuesday the 29in Villa
Nueva, presumably by agentsof the Crimina Investiga-
tion Service, according to oneof hisfriendswho reported
thecrime. “ They took him away at 3:00 and brought him
back in serious condition, they had beaten him until he
wasnearly dead.”

Thefriend related that the policetried to prevent
the Fire Department from taking him to the hospital. He
aongwith Cadtillo’swife placed Cadtilloinanambulance
headed for ahospital where hedied two hourslater. The
policerefute the chargesand attribute the deathsto gang
related vengeance.

According to theAssociation Against the Pre-
vention of Crime (APREDE), the death of two former
gang membersinrehabilitationispart of aplan of socia
cleansing. Since January policed havekilled eight youth
involved inAPREDE ' srehabilitation processes, accord-
ing to Emilio Goubaud, director of APREDE; who esti-
matesthat daily sometwenty youth are executed through-
out the entire country. From the manner in which they
were murdered Goubaud considers organized crime
groups, aswell asthe National Civil Police(PNC), tobe
involved.

DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Assassination Plan Revealed

3/18/05 - On March 17, media sources revea ed that
Interior Minister CarlosVidmannreceived atwel ve-page
report onan alleged planto nate four prominent
Guatemaans. Included inthereport wasNineth Mon-
tenegro, acongresswoman for theprogressive New Na-
tionAlliance party and afounder of the humanrightsor-
ganization Mutua Support Group (GAM). Shehasdedi-
cated hersalf to ensuring the auditing of several military
ingtitutionsinwhich corruption and misuse of fundshave
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beenuncovered. Severa military officershavebeen ac-
cused of gedling hundredsof millionsof quetzals. Gonzao
Marroquin, awell-knownjourndist and bus nessmanwho
ispresident of the Inter-American Press Society and di-
rector of the Guatemalan daily Prensa Libre, wasalso
threatened. Atriskis, Otto Pérez Molina, retired army
general and current congressman and secretary general
of thePatriot Party. Thelast leader mentioned wasMon-
signor Alvaro Ramazzini, Bishop of San Marcos, who
haspublicly expressed concern about the dangersof min-
ing and hasa so accompanied campesinosinther struggles
for land. Ramazzini was previoudly thetarget of anal-
leged assassination plan.

Pérez Molinatold the Guatemalan pressthat he
had been derted last week to theplan, whichislaid out in
atwelve-page document that containsinformation onthe
routines of each person and other datagained through
survellance.

Agence France Press obtained a copy of the
anonymous document, which isnow inthe hands of the
Presidentia Human RightsCommission. Thedocument
explainsthat Pérez should be diminated so that the Mexi-
can drug lord Joaquin “ El Chapo” Guzman can enter
Guatemalaand conduct hisoperationsfromthere. The
document notes that it was Pérez who captured “El
Chapo” during thegovernment of former president Ramiro
de Leodn Carpio and personally handed him in to the
Mexican authorities.

According to Guatema an pressreports, supposed
drug traffickerswere behind the plan to assassinate all
four leaders, but their motiveswere not clear.

In astatement, however, GAM said thefollow-
ing: “Itisevident that athreat of thissort comesfromthe
clandestinestructuresthat never weredissolved and that
now areat the service of powerful sectors. Thesestruc-
turesare made up of thosewho violated humanrightsin
therecent past and today seek the manner to enrich them-
selvesand prevent theinvestigation of their crimes.”

GAM aso gated that the Minister of theInterior,
astheofficid in charge of guaranteeing citizens' security,
should not have publicly revealed thissort of threst. GAM
noted that the announcement of the death list provokes
morevulnerability and fear in Guatema an society because
itisevident that the security forcesdo not havethe ca-
pacity to combat crime. GAM asked theminister to do
thefollowing, instead of making statementswith no posi-
tiveresults. dismantleand prevent any nation plan
that may beunderway, arrest theintellectual and material

authors, and punishtheminan exemplary manner. GAM
asked thegovernment, especialy the Minister of thelnte-
rior, to guarantee the security of thefour peoplethreat-
ened with death and to solvethe case asquickly aspos-
shle

Another Attack Against CALDH Staff

3/18/05 - On March 16, when thedriver and courier for
the Center for Human RightsLegd Action (CALDH) was
leaving the office of Maya Organization Council in Gua:
temalaCity, hewasintercepted by threearmed men, told
to get out of the car, and givethem hiskeys.

CALDH believestheact tobepoalitical violence,
especidly since Gdiciawasfollowed by awhitevanwith
tinted windows parked behind the pickup truck hewas
driving. Thethreemenins sted that hetell themthename
of the placewhere heworked and then threatened to kil
him. Upon telling them that heworkedin CALDH, he
wastald, “Nothingisgoing to happentoyou, don’'t worry.”

Approximately every six months CALDH staff
have experienced similar intimidations. OnMarch 11,
2004, CALDH memberswerethreatened, followed by
another event on September 11, 2004, and then the most
recent occurrenceon March 16, 2005. The previousacts
have not been investigated much lessthe peopl e respon-
siblefor them brought to justice.

CALDH doesnot consider the actsto be casual
actsof violence; instead, they pertain to the samepolitics
of kidnapping, harassment, and intimidation reverberat-
inginthesameactivitiesthat they investigate.

Curioudy, two hoursafter theincident, security
guardsfrom Security Golan arrived at the CALDH of -
ficesfor thethird timein recent weeks, dlegedly respond-
ingtoanaarm. They later admitted that they had again
been mistaken and had been dispatched to the wrong
address.

Journalists at CAFTA Protests Threatened

3/18/05 - Journalists Marielos Monzon and Gabriel
Mazzarovich have been subjected to death threats and
intimidation, inwhat appearsto bean effort toforcethem
to stop reporting on demonstrations by groupsincluding
farmers, indigenous communities, and teachers, who say
therecently ratified Central AmericaFree Trade Agree-
ment (CAFTA) will destroy their livelihood. At 12:50 pm
onMarch 17, Mariel osMonzon received three consecu-
tive phone calls on her mobile phone, but nobody spoke
when she answered. The calls appeared to have been
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made from her own house, but when she phoned home
her family said nobody had called her. Minutes|ater she
received another phone call, also supposedly from her
house, and thistime a man apparently said, “ Stop de-
fending those stinking Indiansyou bitch or wewill kill
you.”

A few minuteslater shereceived another phone
call, thistimefrom the Embassy of Uruguay, asking for
confirmation that Gabriel Mazzarovich, whoisaUru-
guayan citizen, had died. Two Uruguayan newspapershad
apparently reported hisdeath. The newswasunfounded,
andAmnesty Internationd believesthestorieswereplaced
inthe newspapersto intimidate Gabriel Mazzarovich.
MarielosMonzon and Gabrid Mazzarovich arecolleagues
on the radio program “Good morning with Marielos
Monzon,” broadcast on Radio Universidad station, which
isbasedin GuatemalaCity.

Radio Universidad had recently broadcast two
specid programson the violencethat took place during
demonstrationsagainst CAFTA. Protesterswerealleg-
edly violently repressed by the unitsof the policeand the
army during demonstrations in the municipality of
Colotenango, department of Huehuetanango, inthenorth-
east of the country, and the capital, Guatemala City. At
least one protester waskilled and approximately tenin-
jured. (See*Protestsagainst CAFTA Continue” below.)

Journalist from Zacapa Reports Threats
3/28/05 - Journaist JUAN CARLOSAQUINO, host
of thelocal newscast Punto Informativo, hasreceived
death threats dueto hisreportsof corruption and abuse
of power inthe municipa administrationin Zacapa, di-
rected by Elder Vargas, of the Civic Committee El Tuno.

AccordingtoAquino, hereceived athreat over
the telephone on March 8 from someone who warned
himthat hewould dieif hecontinuedtomakepubliccdams
about corruptioninthemunicipa administration.

OnMarch 21 and 22, after circulating informa-
tion about the existence of ghost positionsinthemunici-
pality meant to facilitate embezzlement, herecelved two
cdlsinwhichtheindividua indicated that if he continued
to talk about the corruption hewould bekilled.

Anti-Mining Group Reports Death Threats

3/30/05 - TheNational Front Against Mining (FNRM)
reported that DomingaVasquez, theindigenous mayor of
Solola, her husband Alfonso Guarquez, ajournalist, and
hisbrother Carlos Guarquez, astaff member of theMaya

Foundation, arereceiving threstsand intimidationsdueto
their work resisting detrimental mining activitiesin Guate-
maa

On the night of March 25, in the village of El
Tabon, Solola, unknown persons attempted to burn the
vehicle Carlos Guarquez used at the Maya Foundation.
L eft behind wereflyersthat read “ The samewill happen
toyou Mr. CarlosHumbertofor interfering in these stu-
pid socid issues, tomorrow will beyour day to disappear
fromthisworld. Every pig eventualy getsdaughtered,
also Ms. Dominga[Vasquez] and her husband Alfonso
Guarquez.”

The FNRM believesthisact ispart of alarger
plot by the present government to criminaize movements
that resist current neo-liberal policies. (SeeUrgentAc-
tioninsertfor details.)

2005: Twelve Judges Threatened

3/23/05 - After the March 21 murder of Justice of the
Peace of de San Pedro Ayampuc, José Antonio Cruz
Hernandez, the A ssociation of Judgesand Magistrates
announced that sofar in 2005 twelvejusticeworkershave
received death threats.

FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Mining Company Guards Kill Campesino
3/29/05 - Two Guatemalan security workers for the
Marlin Project of the MontanaMining Company, asub-
sidiary of the Canadian-US company GlamisGold Ltd.,
killed campesnoALVARO BENIGNOthenight of March
13in San Migud Ixtahuacan municipality, San Marcos
department, according to the Campesino WorkersMove-
ment (MTC), alocal community-based organization.

Witnessessaid Benigno wasreturning homeafter
attending a choral concert in the parish church when
L udwinWaldemar Calderonand Guillermo Lanuza, work-
ersfor the Grupo Golan company, which provides secu-
rity for the Marlin Project, came out of a bar, went to
Alvaro Benigno, and hit him. A scuffle ensued, and
Calderon shot Benignofiveor six timeswith ahandgun.
HewastakentotheNationd Hospitd in Huehuetenango,
wherehedied.

Sincethecrime, themanager of the Grupo Golan
company telephoned thefamily of thevictim anumber of
timesto offer them money in an attempt to keep thenews
quiet and sothat thefamily doesnot beginalega process
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against the company.

Thevictim, Alvaro Benigno, wastwenty-three
yearsold and leavesbehind him hispregnant wifeand a
threeyear-old child. Thiskillingtakesplaceinavery
tense climate, when thelocal populationisorganizing
againg thegold mining operation; thiskilling comesinthe
aftermath of seriousprotestsagaingt the GlamisGold com-
pany earlier thisyear. During oneprotest against Glamis
GoldinJanuary, aprotestor waskilled by Guatemaagov-
ernment forces. To date, no one has been detained by
theauthoritiesfor thismost recent killing.

Death in Clash with Police over Water Rights
3/31/05 - Oneindividual, MICAELA CHAN RENQJ,
waskilled and threemorewereinjuredonMarch29ina
confrontation between police and local townspeoplein
thevillage of Chgjabal, in San Andres Xecul. Theinci-
dent started about 9:00 AM when judge Jesus Otoniel
Baquiax followed an order to connect awater tank to
tubing in order to supply some 600 people.

Variouslocalsand townspeopl e opposed the or-
der and attacked the police that were accompanying
JudgeBaquiax. Thepolicethrew tear gasandfired shots.
One of the shots hit Chan Renoj; three others were
wounded.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Berger Asks US to Stop Gang Deportations

3/18/05 - Thegovernmentsof El Salvador and Guate-
mal arequested that the US stop deporting gang mem-
bersdetained inthe USfor criminal actsand asked that
they carry out their sentencesin USprisons. “It'savery
heavy load on our security forces. Wewant them to pay
the penalty over there,” declared Oscar Berger, after
making therequest officia with the Salvadoran President
Antonio Saca. Therequest marksthe beginning of abi-
nationa security project put forthto prevent crimina acts
along the border areas of Guatemalaand El Salvador.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Mayans Celebrate Day Against Discrimination
3/21/05 - Aspart of activitiesaimed at the eradication of
racia discriminationin Guatemala, indigenousgroupsor-
ganized areflective meeting, the purpose of whichwasto

formabasisfor theingtitutionalization of the Conscious-
nessTribunal Againgt Discrimination and Racism.

Juana Batzibal, from the Indigenous Peoples
Rights Program for the Center for Human RightsLegal
Action (CALDH), indicated that the event forms part of
Solidarity Week, thedriving force behind the Presidential
CommissionAgaing Discriminationand Racismof Indig-
enousPeoples(CODISRA). Theeventispart of thelarger
International Day Againgt Discrimination, anevent amed
towards strengthening existing effortsin theareaof Hu-
man Rights. The event was celebrated on March 28.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Protests against CAFTA Continue
3/30/05 - Protests against the signing of the Central
American Free TradeAgreement (CAFTA) continueand
are set to continue aslong asthe Guatemal an Govern-
ment failsto consider demongtrators demands, whichin-
cludethe guaranteefor the protection of human rights,
demilitarization, and aninvestigationinto themurder of a
protestor at the hands of state security forces. Other pri-
mary demands arethat neither the Law of Concessions,
whichwould alow for the privatization of basic social
services, nor CAFTA are passed and that both theinte-
rior minister and the head of the policearefired.

Numerous protests, blockades, and strikeshave
been held to protest the March 10 ratification by Con-
gress of the CAFTA. On March 14, thousands of
Guatemalansdemonstrated around the country inana
tional strikecalled by the Indigenous, Campesino, Union
and Popular Movement (MICSP) to demand that Presi-
dent Oscar Berger not signthemeasure (which hedid on
thefollowing day). Theagreement joinsCostaRica, the
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemaa, Honduras,
Nicaragua, andtheUSinatradebloc. Guatemalasleg-
islature approved the agreement by avote of 126-12,
withtwenty lavmakersabsent. Demongtrationswerehed
throughout the country.

Protests continued around the country March 15-
16. Onedemonstrator waskilled when police and sol -
dierstried to break up a highway blockade at Puente
Naranjaesin Colotenango. Thepoliceused tear gasand
smoke bombs on the protesters. A group of campesinos
began hurling rockson to the agentsfrom cliffsoverlook-
ing the highway, and the police responded with bullets.
Juan Lopez Velasguez, ateacher and member of the
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Campesino Unity Committee (CUC) and theleftist Gua
temalan Nationa Revolutionary Unity (URNG), wasap-
parently beaten by the police and then killed with ashot
tothehead at point blank range. Therewereanumber of
wounded among the campesinos.

A statement issued by the M1 CSP charged that
therepression of the CAFTA protests®isreminiscent of
thedarkest yearsof the country’ srecent history,” arefer-
enceto the counterinsurgency of the 1980s. “ Now Gua
temalaisn’t suffering fromamilitary dictatorship, but it
suffersinstead from adi ctatorship of businessinterests.”
Humanrights, religious, solidarity, and academic groups
fromtheUS, Canada, Austria, and Japan expressed their
concern regarding the use of violenceand aggression by
Guatemalan security forcesin an open letter. Not only
describing concern regarding the death of acampesino,
theletter aso detail sthat theuse of themilitary ininterna
security isaviolation of the 1996 PeaceAccords.

TheUS Congressisaso questioning themilitar-
ies repressivetactics. Eleven USlawmakersurged the
Guaemaangovernment tofully investigatefata violence
by security forcesagaingt protesters. “ Giventhelong his-
tory of the Guatemal an state’ s violent responsesto pro-
test, weregard official clamsthat policewerefired upon
and that the heavy-handed response was necessary ...
with ahealthy degree of skepticism,” theten Democrats
and oneindependent said in aletter to Guatemala sam-
bassador to the United States. Intheir |etter, the mem-
bersof theUSHouse of Representativessaid “ protesters
were shot and killed by policewhenthey fired liverounds
to disperseamarch of teachersand farmersnear Huehu-
etenango.”

President Berger hasannounced that the govern-
ment would liketo begin adid ogue processwith protest-
ing groups and indicated that he has asked Cardinal
Rodolfo Quezadaof the Catholic Churchto act asawit-
ness to the peace process. Rights groups, like the
MISCP, suggest that thecall for didogueisaploy of the
government to quitedemongtratorssincegroupshavebeen
calling for adialogue al along. Thisseemsto bebol-
stered by Berger’scommentsafew dayslater: “1 offered
that wesit at thetableand discussbut not with conditions
because we arein country wherethe Right of the State
must be respected aswedecidetodoit...If they don’'t
want [to talk], thenthe Law will beapplied...Sincewe
received amandate when wewon the el ections, weare
acting asthe Right of the State.”

Sergio Moraesannounced that the Human Rights

Ombudsman’sOfficehasbegun aninvestigationinto the
National Civil Police'spotentia abuseof authority. Co-
incidentally, the US hasjust approved that $3.2 millionin
aid to the Guatema an military beresumed sinceitssus-
pensionin 1990 dueto human rightsabuses. (See“US
ResumesMilitary Aidto Guatemad’ below.)

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Reduced Sentences for Gerardi’'s Murderers
3/22/05 - An appedl scourt reduced prison sentences by
ten yearsagainst two former soldiersinthe 1998 killing
of Juan Gerardi, ahuman rights crusading Roman Catho-
lichishop.

In June 2001, athree-judge panel convicted re-
tired Col. Byron LimaEstradaand hisson, Capt. Byron
LimaOliva, inthekilling of Gerardi, whowasbludgeoned
to death with aconcrete block in the garage of his Guate-
maaCity seminary inApril 1998. LimaEstradaand Lima
Olivawereassigned co-responsibility in thekilling and
sentenced to thirty years behind bars, but lawyers suc-
cessfully argued on appeal that more than one person
cannot be convicted of akilling according to Guatemalan
law.

Reclassfied onMarch 22 as* accomplices’ inthe
daying, thetwo men received revised sentences of twenty
yearseach from athree-judge panel. LimaOlivapro-
tested therevised sentence, arguing beforereportersthat
his prosecution was motivated by politics. Whilepros-
ecutors could appeal the decision to the Supreme Court,
Guatemala s second-highest tribunal, they have decided
not to. Thejudgesupheld atwenty-year sentenceagainst
Rev. Mario Orantes, Gerardi’s ass stant.

Sgt. Mario Obdulio Villanueva had also been
convicted ashaving co-responsbility in Gerardi’sdaying
and was sentenced to thirty years. Hewaskilled, how-
ever, when fights between inmates broke out during a
prisonriotin 2002.

Jose Toledo, attorney for Orantes, said with con-
sideration for good conduct the men could be rel eased
withinfour years, having aready served six years. The
appea had sought to freeall three men or providethem
newtrias.

A day beforethe appeal s court revised the sen-
tences, postersthat said “Weweresold” and “WeLimas
areinnocent” wereposted in different part of Guatemala
City. Youth werepaid Q50 (approximately $6.25) aday
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to post and maintain the signs, which campaigned inthe
military officers favor.

Two years ago, the same court of appeal sthrew
out the convictionsand ordered new trialsfor thefour
men, but the Supreme Court upheld theorigina rulings.
That decisonwaslater endorsed by the Court of Consti-
tutionality, Guatemaa shighest court.

Juan Gerardi’sdeath cametwo daysafter hepre-
sented aCatholic Church humanrightsofficereport blam-
ingthemilitary for theoverwhelming mgjority of atrocities
committed during Guatemda s1960-1996 civil war, which
killed 200,000.

MICSP to Sue Government

3/18/05 - Representatives from the Indigenous,
Campesino, Union and Popular Movement (MICSP) have
lodged aforma complain against the State of Guatemala
for thedeath of teacher and campesino Juan Lopez. L6-
pez waskilled by membersof the Guatemal an securities
forceson March 15in Colotenengo, Huehuetenangowhile
protesting the passage and subsequent ratification of the
Central American Free TradeAgreement. Accordingto
therepresentatives, thegovernment did not allow for free-

dom of assembly or movement. Specificaly, groupsare
accusing Interior Minister CarlosViedmannand National

Civil Policedirector Erwin Sperisen.

ODHA Appeals Decision in Zamora Case
3/22/05 - The Archbishops Human Rights Office
(ODHA\), asco-plaintiff inthe Zamora case, appealed
theacquittal of Béter Alvarez and hasasked that theformer
specidistinthe Presidential High Command (EMP) be
sentenced to twenty-nineyearsof prison.

Inlate February, Eduviges Funeswas sentenced
to sSixteen yearsin prison, while Bélter Alvarez, was ab-
solved. Funeswasfound guilty of thregts, coercion, ille-
gd detention, aggravated robbery, and for breaking and
entering the home of journalist José Rubén Zamoraon
June 24, 2003.

OTHER INFORMATION

US Resumes Military Aid to Guatemala

3/27/05 - TheUnited Statesrel eased $3.2 millionin mili-
tary aid to Guatemal a, morethan adecade after such aid
wascut off dueto human rightsabusesduring thecountry’s
civil war. USDefense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld an-

nounced thelifting of the sanctions after meeting with
Guatemal an President Oscar Berger.

Berger, appearingwith Rumsfeldin apresscon-
ferencein Guatema an City, said the human rightsabuses
committed by the Guatemalan military areathing of the
past. “ The shadowsthat plagued our army have disap-
peared,” Berger said through atrandator.

Rumsfeld, saying Central Americahasreached a
“magic moment,” said hewas satisfied Guatemaasmili-
tary was devel oping toward aforcethat could assist in
peacekeeping operations and cooperate with other mili-
tariesin Central America. “I’ ve beenimpressed by the
reformsthat have been undertaken inthearmed forces,”
hesaid. “I know itisadifficult thing to do but it'sbeen
donewith professionalism and transparency.” Officials
told reportersthat Secretary of State CondoleezzaRice
had also certified progressin Guatemalaand said that
Guatemala smilitary wasnow cooperating closaly with
civilianjudicid authorities.

Rightsgroupsdid not agreewith Rumsfeld’sas-
sessment, dthough they did give Berger credit for making
attempted to reducethe size of thearmy. Last summer,
thegovernment downsi zed themilitary from 27,214 sol -
diersto 15,500, eliminating seven mgor commandsand
unitswhilereducing the defensebudget. Guatemalahas
al so contributed peacekeeperstothemissoninHaiti and
hastaken part in several UN operationsinAfrica. But
humanrightsleadersins st Guatemalahasyet toturnthe
corner.

Severd timessince 2000, thearmy hastakento
thestreetsto fight crime, in violation of the 1996 Peace
Accords. During demonstrationsin March against the
Central American Free TradeAgreement (CAFTA), sol-
diersand police opened fireon agroup of campesinosin
northern Guatemala, killing one.

“Despiteitscommitment to ending impunity and
combating clandestine groups, the Berger administration
hasdemongtrated alack of palitica will and ability tomake
progressin establishing an effectivemechanismtoinvesti-
gate and dismantle clandestine groups,” accordingto a
joint statement by theWashington Officeon LatinAmerica
(WOLA), the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for
Human Rights, and other groups.

Theseclandestinegroupsor illegal armed groups,
which were supposed to have been dismantled after the
signing of the Accords, are believed to have ties to
Guatemda smilitary intelligence apparatus, whichisaso
widdy believed to havebecomeincreasingly activeindrug
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trafficking and organized crime. Therightsgroups, which
also included the Network in Solidarity with the People
of Guatemala (NISGUA) and the Guatemala Human
Rights Commission (GHRC), added that at |east twenty-
six human rights defenders have been threatened or at-
tacked, presumably by or at theinstigation of the clan-
destine groups, so far thisyear after areported 122 at-
tacksin 2004.

Therecord of US complicity with asuccession
of military governmentsisrelatively completedueto the
release of thousands of secret documents obtained by
theindependent National Security Archive(NSA), which
hel ped Guatemala sUN-backed Historical Clarification
Commission conduct amgjor study inthelate 1990s. The
Guatemal an commission, set up under the 1996 U.N.-
medi ated peace accord, found the country’smilitary guilty
of “actsof genocide’ againgt thelndian population during
thethirty-six-year civil war and of 93 percent of the esti-
mated 200,000 killingswhich took place. It asofound
that Washington, particularly throughitsspy agencies, “ lent
direct and indirect support to someillegal state opera-
tions”

During the 1980s, overt US military aid totaled
about $30 million. But thekilling of an Americaninn-
keeper in 1990 and the subsequent cover-up forced the
U.S. Government to cut off that aid, thoughmillionsmore
kept flowing secretly from the CIA to Guatemaa s mili-
tary commandersuntil 1995. Sincethemid-1990s, the
UShasprovided arel ative pittance, with only $350,000
approved for tightly controlled purposes, such asmain-
taining U.S.-Guatemal acontactsin 2005. The Bush ad-
ministrationis proposing to ramp that up to $900,000in
2006, in addition to thelifting of sanctions. Themoney is
intended for anumber of uses, including assstingintrain-
ing and the modernization of Guatemala sarmed forces.

DefenseMinister CarlosAldanaannounced that
hisdepartment would usethe U.S. military aidtorepair
helicoptersand airplanesand purchase suppliesincluding
night-vision goggles, radios, and gasmasks. However,
Aldanamentioned different proposed usesfor themoney
afew dayslater. AccordingtoAldana, themilitary should
play anincreased rolein citizen security sincerecent re-
ductionsin the size of the policeforce. He suggested
increasing thesize of themilitary to 20,000 or 30,000in
order to combat youth gang violenceandterrorism, among
other problems. Aldanastated, “[Rumsfeld’ svisit] was
aninitid verification of what we redoingand wherewe' re
headed...it gave accoladesto the military forces.”

Rumsfeld'svist wasaspecific concern of GHRC
and NISGUA in ameeting with the US Department of
State (DOS) on March 24. Guatemala Desk Officer
Courtney Turner and DOS Director of Central American
Affairs, David Lindwall, were present. Other itemsdis-
cussed included the US International Military Education
and Training (IMET), theviolence at the CAFTA pro-
tests, the military’s role at Nueva Linda and Los
Encuentros, a commission to investigate clandestine
groups, the UN High Commissioners Officein Guatemala,
and ultimately, US|everage pointswith Guatemaa. The
DOSrepresentativesfaled to answer why military aidwas
being resumed if military and police are connected to or-
ganized crime. Lindwall expressed concern about thevio-
lence at NuevaLindaand commented that the military
should havenoroleincivilian affairs. Hea so said that
humanrightsin Guatemaaareamain concern of the DOS
but that the situation has not gotten worse.

Morgue at Full Capacity

3/24/05 - Themorgueof the Judicia Organisminzone3
of GuatemalaCity isat full capacity duetothelargenum-
ber of violent deaths. Asof March 24, the morguere-
celvesan average of fifteen to eighteen cadaversaday.
Eighty percent of the deathswere caused by firearmsand
the other deaths were caused by knives and other ob-
jects. Inthisyear alone, the morguereceived 461 vic-
timsof violence.

The number of bodiesisso great that thereisa
scarcity of freezer spaceto that store cadavers, and there
isalack of doctorsto perform autopsies. Some of the
familiesof thevictimsareforced towait to bring the bod-
iesinto themorgue because of the severelack of resources
there.

EMP Archives sent to US

3/31/05 - On March 31, 500 compact discsfilled with
filesfromthenow-dismantled Presdentid High Command
(EMP) weresent tothe Nationd Security Archive(NSA),
anon-governmental USorganization, for filing andindex-
ing. NSA will create adatabase that may help locate
some of the detained and disappeared of the armed con-
flict. TheEMP, whichwasdismantled at theend of 2003,
wasnotoriousfor violently repressvesocid activism. The
NSA hopesto finish analyzing and organizing theinfor-
mation by the end of 2005.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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