I
. UP

S Y

Guatemala Human Rights

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA

Vol 17 No 6/ March 15, 2005

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

2005: Twenty-six Attacks on Human Rights
Defenders

2/26/05 - Sincethe beginning of 2005, twenty-six hu-
man rightsdefendershavebeenthevictimsof degth threets
andintimidations. According tothe Codition of Human
Rights Groupsagaingt Clandestine Groups, of thetwenty-
gx threatened activigts, e even are connected with thefight
againstimpunity, specifically in bringing about justicein
the genocide cases against Rios M ontt and other former
military officers. Thecodition blamesclandestinegroups
for themagjority of theseacts.

Thiscoalition, consisting of groupssuch asthe
Mutual Support Group (GAM) and the Myrna Mack
Foundation, highlightsvarious cases, including the attack
against SaraPojoj and Sergio Rivera. Thesetwo mem-
bersof GAM’sexhumation staff wereintimidated while
investigating clandestinegravesin PlayaGrande, Ixcan,
Quicheé.

Despiteclear evidence of the existence of clan-
destinegroupsoperating within Guatemal a, the State con-
tinuestoignorethisissueand hasevenrefusedto alow
for aninternationa commissontoinvestigatetheparale
power structure.

Journalists Attacked by Ex-PACs

3/10/05 - OnMarch 1, threejournalists were attacked
by membersof the now-disbanded paramilitary Civilian
Sdf-Defence Patrols (PACs) during ademonstration they
were staging in Guatemala City to demand government
compensation, according to ReportersWithout Borders.
“Theattacksonthesejournalistswere extremely serious
and we demand athorough investigation that will allow
thoseresponsibleto beidentified and punished,” thefree-
dom of pressorganization said.

Ewin Silvaof theTV station Telediario was hit
severa timeson thearm and then struck with asheathed
machete. A woman also hit himwith astick and torehis
shirt. Slvascameraman, CarlosGarcia, narrowly avoided

being stabbed by the point of amachete thanksto avid-
eocassettein the pocket of hisvest that acted asshield.
He said he thought the blow could have been an acci-
dent. CarlaSolorzano of Radio Universidad was struck
severa timeswithashove.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Accusations of Social Cleansing

3/6/05 - During the presentation of thereport “ Analysis
of the Situation of Womenin Guatemaa’ that wasgiven
in commemoration of International WWomen’'sDay, the
Center for HumanRightsLegd Action (CALDH) pointed
out that the number of cadaverswith signsof extreme
violenceispart of aprocessof socia cleansing.

Since 2005, CALDH recorded at least ninety
casesof femicide. If thistrend continues, the number of
deathsin 2005 will surpassthe number in 2004.

Migud Angd Albizures, spokesmanfor CALDH,
stated that it isnot necessarily gangswho areresponsible
for thekillings, asisfrequently implied. “ Staterespons-
bility exigts, specifically when security forcesbecomein-
volved,” hestated.

Carlos Calju, spokesman of the National Civil
Police (PNC), affirmed that the PNC respects others
opinionsabout local andinternational humanrightsviola:
tionsbut denies accusationsof socia cleansing.

Security at International Women’s Day March
3/8/05 - Various campesinos, along with indigenousand
labor union organizations, participated in anonviolent
march planned by the Coordination for March 8 to cel-
ebrate International \WWomen's Day, in which participants
shouted dogansthat called for an end to theviolence, the
Central AmericaFree TradeAgreement (CAFTA), and
mining concessions. While protestors demonstrated
peacefully, the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission/
USA received reportsof policeaggresson against women
marchers.
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Early inthe morning on March 8, women from
variousorganizationsgathered infront of the Guatemaan
Socid Security Ingtitute (IGSS) and the municipal build-
ingin GuatemaaCity to pushthewomen'srightsagenda.
The coordinator of themarch, MaritzaVel asquez, stated
that activitiesweretaking place not only in Guatemala
City, but also in the departments of Quetzaltenango and
Chimaltenango in hopes that President Oscar Berger
heedstheir demands.

During the march, they stopped in front of the
Supreme Court, in support of 1992 Nobel Peace L aureat
andindigenous|eader RibobertaMench(’ sunprecedented
lega caseagaingt racismin Guatemala. Later, themarch
headed toward the Presidential Palacewheredemonstra-
torswereto deliver signed petitionsto President Berger
inprotest of thelimited resultsfromtheinvestigationsinto
the murdersof women.

SandraMoran, amember of the Coordination of
March 8, sadthat thecommissontoinvestigatefemicides,
created by the Congressional Commission on \WWomen,
mugt fulfill itsresponsibilities. Furthermore, they demanded
ratification of thebill presented by theWomen's Parlia-
ment. Other demands made by thewomenincluded the
non-ratification of CAFTA and the cessation of mining
contracts.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

2004: One Hundred Eighty Children Killed
3/5/05 - Inareport that detail sthe human rightssituation
in Guatemal a, the Mutual Support Group (GAM) indi-
catesthat ahigh number of infant murderswereregis-
teredinthe country in2004. GAM registered atotal of
180 murders, which includes both girlsand boys. Ac-
cording to Mario Polanco, GAM’sdirector, these chil-
drenwere brutally murdered in crimes committed with
viciousnessand cruelty. “Thisisahumanrightsviolation
that infants suffer and it continuesto go without punish-
ment,” declared Polanco.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Guatemala’s First Racial Discrimination Trial

3/10/05 - The 1992 Nobel Peace Prizewinner, Rigoberta
Menchu, broke down and cried in court Wednesday as
sherecaled theinsultsthat were hurled at her during the

country’s first ever racial discrimination lawsuit.

Menchu, anindigenous|eader, clamsshewasthe
victim of racial harassment on October 9, 2003, when
shewasat apublic hearing opposing the presidential can-
didacy of Generd Efrain RiosMontt, dictator fromMarch
1982 toAugust 1983.

Menchu has accused five people, all membersof
RiosM ontt’sright-leaning Guatemal an Republican Front
(FRG), which makesthe matter politicaly sgnificant, sad
Mench('slawyer, Benito Morales. Defendantsinclude:
Juan CarlosRios, RiosMontt’sgrandson; AnaCristina
Lopez Kestler, FRG representativeinthe Central Ameri-
can Parliament; ElviaDomitilaMoraesdeL 0pez; Vilma
OrellanaRuano; and Enma Concepcion Samayoade
Rosales, aformer FRG congresswoman.

Menchu cried assherecaled the pain and humili-
ation shefelt during the alleged verbal attacks. Thein-
aultsincluded “dirty indian,” “shamelessindian,” “indian
bitch,” and “go sell tomatoes at the busterminal,” she
testified, adding that the defendants screamed so closeto
her that spit sprayed onto her face.

“The pain will never be overcome; it is this
country’shistory that isnot possibleto overcome. | want
tomakevery clear that | have been deeply affected and
will remain assuchfor theforeseeablefuture,” shesaid.
“What hurt most wasthat at thispoint | again heard the
insults| heard in my childhood, theinsultshurled at my
mother.”

Racismisrifein Guatemala. In October 2002,
the country’s penal codewas modified toincorporatedis-
crimination as a crime. Since that time, the Public
Prosecutor’ s Officereceived thirty reportsof racism, the
Human RightsOmbudsman’sOfficerecorded at least eight
such cases, and the Mayan Defenders Officeregistered
over 600 cases of racism.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

CAFTA Passed Amidst Protests
3/15/05 - On March 10, 2005, Guatemalabecamethe
third country to ratify the Congressional Agreement of
Free Trade between the US, Central America, and the
Dominican Republic (CAFTA). After many daysof dem-
onstrated opposition, the agreement passed with over-
whelming approva with avote of 126 totwelve.
Whileapprova waspendingin Congress, roughly
600 protestors, which included union members, campes-
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nos, and students, expressed their opposition through dem-
onstrations and blockades. The protestors were pres-
suring the government for a national referendum on
CAFTA. Inresponseto the demonstration, hundreds of
police surrounded the Congressional buildingin down-
town GuatemaaCity, at timesusing water cannons, trun-
cheons, and tear gasto control thedemonstrators. There
were also reports of the use of rubber bullets.

OnMarch 10and 11, many local businessesre-
mained dosed andtheMinigtry of Education (MINEDUC)
ordered that the schoolsin the center of thecity remain
closed. TheAttorney Generd, Juan LuisFlorido, threat-
ened to usethe media sphotographsand videosto iden-
tify and find those responsi ble for the massive demon-
srationsand bring themtojustice.

OnMarch 14, after Congressratified CAFTA,
thedemongrationscontinued inanationwideprotest asking
President Oscar Berger to veto thetreaty. Many schools
were closed and highwayswereblockaded. Onemarch
included about 1500 studentsfrom the University of San
Carlosand wasled by therector, LuisLeal. The Guate-
maaHuman Rights Commission/USA hasreceived un-
confirmed reportsthat three protesterswerekilled by mili-
tary policein Colotenango, Huehuetenango on March 15.

TheArmy and the National Civil Police (PNC)
used repressivetactics againgt the protesterswhen they
marchedinthe Central Plaza, wherethe Presidential Pal-
aceislocated. Reportshave stated that the confronta-
tionswiththe policeleft between twelveand sixteen people
arrested which were mostly leaders of social organiza-
tions, twenty peoplewerewounded, including two police
officers, and variousindividual swereaffected by tear gas.

Inaddition, two public transportation buseswere
burned and at | east three businesseswere severely dam-
aged. The protest did not sway President Berger ashe
consdered theacts*vandaism” and promisedtosignthe
trade accord as soon ashereceived it. Inreferenceto
the protesters, Berger stated, “ Do they believethat asmall
group can decidefor 12 millioninhabitants?” However,
somecivil society organizationsfed that itistheeconomic
ditein Guatemdathat isthesmal group deciding for many.

TheGuatemdan Congresscircumvented theusud
three-step approval processwhen themajor centrist and
right-wing partiesagreed on March 9to muster the 105
votesnecessary to declarea” national emergency,” which
wouldadlow asinglevoteonthemeasure. Thelegidators
agreed that they would | ater approveapackage of twelve
lawsto compensate for the negative impact of CAFTA

onmany Guatemaans. Thepackageisdatedtoinclude
incentivesfor agriculturd diversficaion, landregigtry laws,
food security measures, and financia assistance.

The political partiesthat voted in favor of the
agreement include the Guatemala Republican Front
(FRG), the Party of National Advancement (PAN), the
Patriotic Party (PP), the Center for Socid Action (CASA),
and the National Unity for Hope (UNE). Thefollowing
groupswerein opposition: the New National Alliance
(ANN), United National Revolutionary Guatemalan
(URNG), the Chrigtian Democratic Guatemaan (DCG),
and other independents.

Thevotein Guatemaawasoriginaly scheduled
for March 1. It was postponed after 8,000 protesters
filled the streets of Guatemala City in opposition to
CAFTA. The Guatemal an Congress announced that it
would delay itsvote onratifying the pending US-Centra
AmericaFree TradeAgreement (CAFTA) for awesk.

Themainfear of CAFTA isthat the poor small
farmersintherura sector will beunableto competewith
foreign producers. Thetreaty favorstransnational and
multinational corporationsbut failsto meet the needs of
laborersor small-scale producers. The Human Rights
Ombudsman’s Office expressed fear that CAFTA will
affect national stablecrops, whichisanimportant source
of employment and incomefor thousands of Guatema-
lans. Withtheratification of CAFTA, itisestimated that
between 41 millionand 125 millionjobswill belogt, mostly
intheagricultural sector.

The Union of Guatemalan Workers
(UNSITRAGUA) clamedthat CAFTA violatesConven-
tion 169 of theInternationa L abor Organizationthat was
ratified in 1996; it calls on the state to obtain consent
from theindigenous population onany legidative or ad-
ministrative act that would affect themdirectly. Thein-
digenouspopulationisroughly sixty percent of thetotal
population. UNSITRAGUA aso clamedthat, ontop of
violating Treaty 169, CAFTA endangersthe country’s
sovereignty and infringesupon thefundamental rightsof
theindigenouspeople, their culture, and natural resources.

Oppositionto CAFTA hasbeen expressed since
theUSsigned CAFTA last May with Guatemala, El Sal-
vador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and CostaRica; the Do-
minican Republic signed later. El Salvador wasthefirst
toratify thetreaty on December 17, 2004. On March 3,
Honduras becamethe second L atin American country to
ratify CAFTA. Theinitiative was approved by 100 of
128 Honduranian legidators, its strongest support com-
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ingfromtheruling Nationd Party, and the opposition com-
ingfromtheLibera Party. Lavmakersimmediately fled
Congressfollowingtheir decisontoavoid 1,000 govern-
ment employeeswho were protesting the measure out-
side. (For Urgent Action on police repression during
CAFTA protests, seeinsert.)

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Government Still Lags in Complying with Dos
Erres Amicable Solution

3/2/05 - On March 2, representatives of the Families of
the Detained and Disappeared of Guatemala
(FAMDEGUA) and the Center for Justice and Interna-
tional Law (CEJIL) headed aworking meeting with the
I nter-American Human RightsCommisson (IAHRC) and
Guatemalan officialsregarding the DosErresM assacre
case. During thismeeting, the petitionerscriticized the
Guatemal an government’s noncompliance with some of
the commitments established under the 2000 amicable
solution. Such criticismsincludethelack of justicedueto
dilatory injunctions used by the defenseand themost re-
cent resol utionsissued by the Condtitutional Court (CC).

Inaresolution madepublicin early February, the
CC declared theruling, which found the sixteen army sol-
diersquilty, null ontechnicdlities, effectively settingthecase
back nineyears. However, dueto pressurefromcivil so-
ciety, on February 10, the CCissued asecond resolution
that Stated that thetestimoniesof principlewitnesseswould
remainvalid. FAMDEGUA and CEJIL requested that
thel AHRC continue pushing their caseand consder send-
ing the Dos Erres case to the Inter-American Human
RightsCourt if the State of Guatemal acontinuesitsnon-
compliance.

Both FAMDEGUA and CEJIL are co-petition-
ersinthecase, whichthey first brought beforethelAHRC
in1996. In 2000, thetwo organizationsand the State of
Guatemal areached an amicablesolution. Includedinthe
pointsare an investigation into the massacrein order to
identify, sentence, and convict thoseresponsible; to pro-
vide economic reparationsto surviving family members;
to erect amonument dignifying thedead; and to nationally
air avideo depicting the eventsthat took place at Dos
Erresat thehandsof the Guatemalan military.

On December 5, 1982, aspecial forces unit of
the Guatemalan military entered thetown of DosErres,
SantaElena, Petén. Theunit forced thevillagersfrom

their homes, separated them into groups, and proceeded
tosystematicaly kill al theresidents. Over 300individu-
als died that day. (See UPDATE Vol. 17 No 4 “CC
AnnulsDosErresCase.”)

Defense Lawyers Again Ask CC to Throw Out
Convictions in Gerardi’s Killing

3/10/05 - On March 10, defense attorneys again asked
Guatemala s Constitutional Court (CC) to overturnthe
convictions of four meninthe 1998 killing of ahuman
rightscrusading Catholic bishop.

In June 2001, athree-judge panel convicted re-
tired Colonel Byron LimaEstrada, hisson, Captain Byron
LimaOliva, and Sergeant Mario Obdulio Villanuevain
thekilling of Juan Gerardi, who was bludgeoned to degth
with aconcreteblock inthegarage of hisGuatemaaCity
seminary inApril 1998. Thetrio was sentenced to thirty
yearsbehind bars. Found guilty asan accomplicewas
priest Mario Orantes, Gerardi’ sassistant, whoisserving
twenty yearsin prison.

Theorigina convictionsassigned co-responsibil-
ity for thekillingtoboth LimaOlivasand Villanueva. Ina
briefing presented to the CC, attorneysargued that more
than one person cannot be convicted of akilling accord-
ingto Guatemalanlaw.

In October 2002, an appeal s court threw out the
convictionsand ordered new trialsfor thefour men, but
the Supreme Court, the country’ s second highest tribu-
nal, upheldtheorigind rulingsand sentencesfivemonths
later. That decisionwaslater endorsed by the CC.

Daysbeforethe SupremeCourt ruling, Villanueva
waskilled when fights betweeninmates broke out during
aprisonriot.

Gerardi’ sdesth cametwo daysafter he presented
the Catholic Church human rights office report, Recu-
peration of Historical Memory, blaming the military for
nearly 90 percent of the atrocities committed during
Guatemdascivil war.

Mario Domingo, alawyer for the church human
rightsoffice, called the convictionsand sentencesinthe
case“fundamentally correct and based on fundamental
legdlity.”

Also chalengedinthe defense brief isthetesti-
mony of ahomelessmanwho said hesaw thekillingand
served asthe prosecution’s star witness, Ruben Chanax.
Defenselawyersarguethat Chanax, now living outside
Guatemd a, suffered from schizophreniaand thuswasnot
ardiablewitnessafter changing theversion of hisaccount
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seventimes.

The brief asksthe CCto freethe men convicted
or at least grant them new trids. Thecourt’schief justice
isexpected to ruleon the matter March 22.

Berger Promises Compensation for Ex-PACs
3/8/05 - President Oscar Berger announced on Febru-
ary 28 that ex-PA Cswould receive compensation pay-
ment after all. Berger’sdecisioniscontroversial given
that on February 8 the constitutiona court ruled against a
law, approved last August that ordered the payment of
compensation to theex-PACs. Berger excited further
controversy by saying that the government would draw
onfundsfrom atrust set up specially to benefit relatives
of thevictimsof the country’sthirty-six-year civil war.

Thetrust, created by Berger in December 2004,
contains Q445 million (gpproximately $58 million). Frank
LaRue, the head of the Presidential Human Rights Com-
mission (COPREDEH), said that it wasamistaketore-
assign resourcesintended for those uprooted by thewar
to the ex-PACs. Berger argued that the ex-PACswere
adsovictimsof thewar. Human rightsgroupscomplained
that the government would end up rewarding theex-PACs
withmorefinancia assstancethanthe*truevictimsof the
war.”

Berger noted that the money designated to the
former patrollerswould be set asidefor theex-PACsfor
housing, rural infrastructure, and reforestation projects.
Thisprompted an ex-PAC protest on March 1inwhich
morethan 3,000 ex-paramilitariesgathered around Con-
gresstotry to exert pressure on legislatorsto agreeto
cash payments. Some 500 police officers stood guard
around thebuilding. CarlosMartinez, leader of one of
the ex-PA C groups, said that hundreds more members
would arrivein Guatemala City from other parts of the
country. Martinez, however, doesnot speak for al ex-
PACsgiventhefact that three distinct ex-PAC groups
haveformed sincethe February ruling. Theprotestshave
already met with some success. The President of Con-
gress, Jorge Méndez Herbruger, told protestersthat he
would act asamediator intalksbetweenthem and Berger.
He added that Congresswould look into the possibility
of another bill allowing compensation paymentsin cash
for theex-PACs.

Berger met with ex-PAC leadersagainonMarch
7 to discussformsof compensation and anew bill that
would establish cash indemnification. Ex-PAC leaders
feel that such abill should be approved by the Constitu-

tiona Court beforediscusson beginsin Congresstoavoid
athird annulment by the country’shighest court.

More Graves Found than Reported in CEH
2/28/05 - A total of forty-five clandestine graveswith
around 607 skeleta remainswere exhumed by the Gua-
temalan Foundation of ForensicAnthropology (FAFG)
in Rabinal, BajaVerapaz. Thisnumber surpassesthe
twenty locations of mass murdersthat were accounted
for inthereport issued by the Commission for Historic
Clarification (CEH) in 1998.

Alan Robinson, director of thefoundation, stated
that similar discrepancies existed in areas including
Zacualpa, Quiché, San Martin Jilotepeque, and San José
Poaquil, in Chimaltenango, wherethe number of clandes-
tine graves surpassed those reported by the truth com-
mission. According to anthropol ogist Jose Soasnavar, as
many asfifty percent of massgravesarenot recordedin
the CEH, most of which arelocated in Quiché, Chimalt-
enango, AltaVerapaz, and Bagja Verapaz.

In order to explain the difference between the
numbersin the forensic findings and the CEH report,
Magdal ena Sara, amember of the National Coordinating
Committee of Guatemalan Widows (CONAVIGUA),
stated that at thetime of the CEH report, the campesinos
weredtill afraidto reved information about the Sitesof the
massacres. Sheadded that during theexhumations, which
were conducted by the FAFG, the Public Prosecutor’s
Office, and CONAVIGUA, somefamily membersthat
cametoidentify thebodiesof thevictimstook advantage
of the opportunity to make new accusationsand reveal
additional sites, whichthey had previoudy kept silent.

Exhumationwork iscurrently being carried outin
Xecoxol, Chimaltenango, fifty mileswest of Guatemala
City, said EverardaTista, head of CONAVIGUA. Tista
saidthat workersexpect tofind theremainsof eight people
killedinamassdaughter inlate December 1981.

Work is to start on March 1 in San Martin
Jilotepeque, Chimaltenango whereinvestigators expect
tofind theremains of twenty victimskilled inan April
1982 massacre.

Mayor, Accused of Aggression, Set Free

3/4/05 - Citizensof Chiquimulilla, SantaRosa, were out-
raged when their mayor, José Baruc Valle Mora esof the
National Unity of Hope (UNE), wasfreed from police
custody despitethefact that he was accused of shooting
rancher LuisQuinterossix timesfor parking hisvehicle
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against traffic. Incourt, Valleclaimed that asagovern-
ment official he had theright of protection (antejuicio)
and was set free until more of acase can bebuilt against
themayor.

PEACE ACCORDS

Bill to Install OHCHR Sent to Congress

3/11/05 - A bill, which seeksthe approval of an agree-
ment between the United Nations Office of theHigh Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Guate-
malan government for theinstallation of aspecia human
rightsofficein Guatemaa, wassent to Congresson March
10. The proposal was sent to Congress by vice-presi-
dent Eduardo Stein and was| ater forwarded to the For-
eign ReaionsCommissonfor examination and judgmen.
Thisisthe second attempt by the Government and the
United Nationsto get the bill passed to createthisoffice.

OTHER INFORMATION

US Grants $3.2 Million to Guatemalan Military
3/9/05 - The Guatema an army received morethan three
million dollarsfrom the United States Embassy aspart of
theaid packagefor military ass stance granted to Guate-
mala by the US Government. US ambassador John
Hamilton and Guatemal an president Oscar Berger met
on March 7 to makethe US aid package official. The
military assstancewill beusedto* modernize’ the Guate-
maanarmy.

TheMilitary Assistance Program (MAP), inac-
cordance with the proposa for theuse of funds, will pro-
videeguipment vauing $3.2 million. Cash assstancewill
not be provided. The USembassy reported that among
theobjectivesof theaid arethe provision of non-deadly
weapons and the strengthening of the ability of Guate-
malato carry out USanti-drug operations.

US Department of State Releases HR Report
3/2/05 - On February 28, the US Department of State
(DOS) released itsannual report on human rights prac-
tices. Inthe case of Guatemala, thereport providesevi-
dencetothecrucia issuesof security and justicethat the
Guatemdan government must resolve,

Theintroduction of the document providesan
overview of the socia-economic and political Stuationin

the country. Thereport highlighted the disparity inin-
comedigtribution, the pervas ve poverty, especialy among
indigenous communities, and the skewed distribution of
land, noting that one percent of farms consisted of more
than one-third of al cultivated land. Furthermore, unem-
ployment and underempl oyment reached el ghteen per-
cent, and seventy percent of the popul ation wasemployed
intheinformal sector.

According to the DOS report, the Guatemalan
Government generally respected the human rightsof its
citizens, however, itscontentsrevealed theNationa Civil
Police (PNC) to betheworst humanrightsviolator inthe
country. Thereport indicatesthat therewere credible
reports about homicides by members of the PNC and
participation of membersof the PNC in kidnapping for
ransom. Accordingto thereport, “security forcestor-
tured, abused, and mistreated suspectsand detainees.”

Theaccusationsimplicated the use of excessive
forceduring police operations, along with harassment and
arbitrary imprisonment. PNC officers”failed to satisfy
legal requisites, particularly with minors and suspected
gang members,” stating that, “ Suspected gang members
sometimeswereimprisoned without chargesor withfalse
drug charges.”

The report emphasized the problem of police
corruption and impunity, reflecting the participation of in-
dividual agentsincriminal activitiessuch asrape, mur-
ders, and kidnapping. InAugust, the United Nationsre-
ported that “ socia cleansing” continuesto occur in Gua-
temala. Instead of bringing their officialstojustice, the
PNC often transfersthem to other partsof the country.

Thereport statesthat the conditions of prisons
remained harsh. The prison system continuesto suffer
from aseverelack of resourcesin the areas of security
and medical facilities. Arbitrary arrest and lengthy pre-
trial detention were serious problems, aswell astheuse
of intimidation and corruption among judges and other
government officids.

The document a so brought attention to the fact
that “in most cases, the prosecutorid andjudicial systems
did not ensurefull andtimely investigations, fair trias, or
dueprocess.” Evidenceof theweak investigative system
wascited inthefact that | essthan three percent of homi-
cide casesin the country were actually resolved. The
report acknowledgesthe completelack of development
inimportant cases such asthe 2002 shoot-out between
membersof the Crimina Investigative Serviceof thePNC
andmilitary intelligence personnd, politica assassnations,
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and homicides of both nationa and international impor-
tancefrom previousyears.

| ntimi dation and threats against humanrightsde-
fenders, journalists, and justiceworkersremain aserious
probleminGuatemaa. TheNationa Movement for Hu-
man Rights, which records cases of intimidation against
humanrightsactivistsand journdigts, reported 122 threets
and break-insin 2004. Casesof witnessintimidationare
asoimplicated. Althoughtherewereno reportsof politi-
caly motivated disappearances, “ therewerecredibleal-
legationsaof policeinvolvement in kidngpping for ransom.”

Méndez Herbruger Implemented Intelligence
System in Congress

3/7/05 - Since Jorge Méndez Herbruger wasinstated as
President of Congress on January 14, 2004, Congres-
sona representativesand journdistsarebeing monitored
by agroup of military officersdedicated to spying oneven
their most minimal of movements. Telephonecadlls, any
sort of conversation, and al theinterviewsthat the Con-
gressiona representativesgivetoreportersarebeinglis-
tened to by individuals appointed by Méndez.

Thegoal of thegroup, whichislead by military
officer Carlos Eddie Radford Bonilla, istofind out and
ditill dl theinformation that circulatesin parliamentary
cliquesinorder totransfer thisinformationtoMéndez. In
acorridor that isonly accessible by representativesand
journdists, amember of thisgroup can alwaysbefound
listening to conversationsand recording what they hear.
No information has been disclosed regarding the monthly
expendituresof thisintelligence gpparatusingtalled by the
new president of Congress.

Nineth Montenegro, arepresentative from the
New NationAlliance (ANN), stated that an institution
that aspires to be democratic, such as the Congress,
should not be monitored by military agents.

Police and Army Form Rapid Response Unit
3/8/05 - Themilitary and policeforce hascreated arapid
response unit composed of 512 police officersand 500
soldiers. Accordingto Minister of theInterior Carlos
Vielmann, theideaisto have asecurity forceready when
problematic situations arise, without having to exhaust
personnel from various municipal police station or mili-
tary barracks.

Human rightsgroupsare concerned that thisforce
will beusedto quash dissenting civil voicesinissuessuch
asland or economicrights.

RESOURCES

Juan Herndndez Pico, S.J. Terminar laguerra, traicionar
la paz. Guatemala en las dos presidencias de la paz:
Arz( y Portillo (1996-2004). FLACSO-Guatemala,
2005. US$14.60. (Availableonly in Spanish)

Thefollowing can be ordered at www.routledge-ny.com:

Alison Brysk. Human Rights and Private Wrongs:
Constructing Global Civil Society. Paperback $19.95.

J. Timmons Robertsand Nikki DemetriaThanos. Trouble
in Paradise: Globalization and Environmental Crises
in Latin America. Paperback $20.95.

CharlesW. Golden and Greg Borgstede, eds. Continu-
itiesand Changesin Maya Archaeology: Perspectives
at the Millennium. Hardback $90.95.

Robert Kirkland. Observing our Hermanosde Armas:
US Military Attachés in Guatemala, Cuba and Bo-
livia, 1950 — 1964. Hardback $74.95.

JuneC. Nash. Mayan Visions: The Quest for Autonomy
in an Age of Globalization. Paperback $25.95.

LAST WORD

Six Youth Found Via Website

3/7/05 - At least six youth have been recovered sincea
child rightsgroup, CasaAlianza, lauched awebpageto
register missing persons. Accordingto CasaAlianza's
director, Arturo Echeverria, sncethestewasmadepublic,
sx of thetwenty-nine casesthat theyouth advocacy group
wasinvestigating have been resolved.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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