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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Daughter of Witness in Corruption Case Is
Wounded and Threatened

2/16/05 - MARTA GISELA LOPEZ MARTINEZ,
daughter of VICTOR SALOMON LOPEZ SALDANA,
amember of thegoverning body of the Superintendence
of Tax Administration (SAT) and witnessin two corrup-
tion cases, wasthevictim of aviolent attack.

According to reportsfrom authorities, on Febru-
ary 14, two menintercepted the car of LOpez Martinez
and cut her inthe neck with aknifewhile shewasin her
car in GuatemaacCity.

“Thisisfor thetestimony that your father gaveas
awitness,” declared one of thetwo mento L épez Mar-
tinez.

Thewomen'sfather, LOpez Sadana, testified as
awitnessintheongoingtrid againg theformer minister of
Public Finances Eduardo Weyman for having allegedly
embezzled Q38 million ($4.75million).

Also Lopez Saldanawill becaled upontotestify
inthetria against theformer SAT director, Marco Tulio
Abadio, accused of stealing morethan Q50 million ($6.25
million) fromthat ingtitution.

Asaresult of theattack, the Public Prosecutor’s
Officewill provide protectionto L épez Saldanaand his
family.

Campesinos Threatened by Gunmen
2/24/05 - ISRAEL CARIAS, president of the Commit-
teefor Comprehensive Development of the Community
of LosAchiotes, Zacapa, reported receiving desth threats
by heavily armed men on January 20. Thesemendlleg-
edly were sent by plantation ownersin theregion who
clamto own campesino-occupied lands. They showed
up at LosAchiotesin an unregistered truck looking for
and threatening Carias, however, they did not find him.
Carias stated that L osA chiotesiscomprised of
gpproximately 187 campesinofamilies, whofor morethan

170 years have fought to have the lands they live on
awarded to them. Landownershave obstructed thispro-
cessby using variousmethodsto frighten the campesinos
and authorities.

On February 24, dozensof campesinosfromLos
Achiotes protested in the town center demanding that
authoritiesinvestigate the harassmentsand desth threats.
With the assistance of the CUC, the campesinosal so of -
ficialy requested there be mediation regarding theland
conflict.

Death Threats Against CUC Leader

2/17/05 - According to reportsfrom the Committeefor
Campesino Unity (CUC) unknown perpetrators, appar-
ently privatesecurity for aplantationin | zabd, havethreat-
ened tokill campesinoleader ADALBERTO ROLDAN.
Roldan isfrom the San Vicente de Pall community of
Morales, |zabal.

A CUC press release expressed that the
inoperability of Guatemalasjudicia systemisof great
concernfor the campesinos, especially snceaggravated
assaultsand reports of death threats go uninvestigated.

Since 2001, ten community leaders have been
murderedinvariousmunicipalitiesof 1zaba and despite
evidence on the part of campesino groups, the crimes
remain unresolved.

The campesino organi zation has demanded that
the Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP) investigate the degth
threats and that those responsible for the crimes be
brought tojustice.

Journalists Report Constant Death Threats

2/21/05 - Journalists from Channel 13's Contacto
Noticioso, inthedepartment of Chiquimula, havereceived
numerousthreatsattempting to stop them from reporting
problemsintheregion. Thethreatshavetaken avariety
of forms, including receiving phone calls of funeral
marches. The director of the program, BENJAMIN
MARTINEZ, reported the morethan twenty-five threst-
ening phonecalsthat heand histeam havereceived since
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thebeginning of theyear. Hesaid hisstaff isnow fearful
of being sabotaged whilecovering newsstories. Themost
recent threat came on February 16, but the station did
not bother reporting it to the Public Prosecutor’s Office
because*“they only receive complaints, but never investi-
gatethem,” said Martinez.

FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Jutiapa Mayor’s Daughter Kidnapped then
Released

2/18/05 - Four days after being kidnapped, four-year-
old LESBIA MELISA ESTRADA VASQUEZ, daugh-
ter of JAIME ESTRADA GARCIA, mayor of Jutiapa,
wasfreed on themorning of February 17 along thehigh-
way to El Salvador, inthejurisdiction of Asuncion Mita.

Thegirl waskidnapped by unidentified armed men
who intercepted the vehiclein which shewastraveling,
which was driven by JAIME BARRIOS FORONDA
whom they al so kidnapped.

Mayor Estrada Garciastated in apressrelease
that the kidnapperscalled hisfamily at 12:40am on Feb-
ruary 17 saying that they had accidently kidnapped the
wrong person and they would free her, along with Bar-
ros.

A policechief stated that no ransomwaspaid for
thegirl and driver’srelease, nor did the kidnappers de-
mand one. The Criminal Investigative Service (SIC) of
theNationd Civil Police(PNC) isinvestigating thedouble
kidnapping.

Estrada Garciaal solamented the kidnapping of
other youthin Guatemala. On February 15 TATIANA
MORALESwaskidnapped when shearrived at aschool
for girlsinJutigpa. Thereisrumor of another kidnapping
in El Progreso, Jutiapa, but authorities have not yet con-
firmedit. Apart from Jutigpa, youth gangs haverecently
kidnapped other personsin Coatepeque, Quetzatenango.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Commissions Issue Favorable Report on Do-
mestic Violence Reform

2/18/05 - The Guatemal an Congressional Commissions
on Women, Youth, and Family issued ajoint reportin
favor of reformsto the Penal Code. Thesereformsare
intended to protect victims of domestic violenceand to

punishthoseresponsible. Thereformswill depend onthe
decision of theboard of L egidation and Constitutional
Points, according to representative AuraMarina Otzoy
Colg.

Thebill setsforth severe punishmentsfor those
who commit crimind actsagainst youth, women, and the
elderly, specificaly inregardsto crimessuch asrapeand
sexual abuse, torture, and murder. Thecrimeswould be
punishable by up tofivetothirty yearsin prison; aswell
ascapital punishment for thoserdated to kidnapping, rape,
and murder.

A crimeof mistreatment will beclassfied asone
that iscommitted by apersoninaroleof power or trustin
thehome by restricting theliberty of movement or com-
munication of another person.

Inaddition, acrimeof psychological violenceis
committed when afamily member continuoudly, unjustly
prohibitsor limitsthe exercise of beliefs, decisions, or
development of arelative.

During ameeting, which lasted morethan three
hours, leadersof morethan fifty women'sorganizations
requested that Congress expeditethe approval of severa
projects, in particular, one geared toward reforming the
Penal and Penal Process codes. Thegroupscriticized
thelack of advancesmadeoninitiativesclassfying sexud
abuse and regulating contracts of domestic employees,
among others.

Eighty Women Have Died in 2005

2/22/05 - Sincethebeginning of 2005, eighty womenin
Guatemaahavebeenviolently murdered. Thisfigurehas
nearly doubled compared with thefirst two months of
2004.

In January 2004, twenty-sx womenlost ther lives
toviolence, andin February 2004, twenty-seven women.
Thisyear, asof February 21, the number of women bru-
tally killed hasaready reached eighty. Accordingto po-
lice, thirty of thesewomen died in Guatemala City, and
fifty inrurd aress.

Women'’srights groups expressed that despite
recommendations madeto help authoritiesmake progress,
including advocating for aninvestigation unit withinthe
policeforce and urging the Public Prosecutor’s Office
(MP) to contract speciaized personnel to investigatethe
cases, the number of violent crimes occurring against
women continuesto incresse.
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RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Guatemala Considers Adopting New Anti-
Gang Legislation

2/22/05 - Guatemalaiscurrently contemplating whether
to adopt thetough laws against the gangs (maras) that El
Salvador and Honduras have aready adopted. By mid
Marchthe Guatemal an Congresswill havevoted on anti-
maralegidation, which would punish mere membership,
or tattoos suggesting membership of the gangs.

Thelegidationisbeing backed by the Patriotic
Party and the Nationa Advancement Party. Although be-
tween them these partiescontrol only twenty-three of the
158 seats. Even with support from other sectors, this
might not be sufficient for ratification. President Oscar
Berger isopposed tothelegidation, preferring socia re-
habilitation programsthat aim to coax youthsaway from
gangs.

Under the new bill gang membersasyoung as
twelvewould be considered adults, gang leaders could
facetwelve-year sentences, and asking for money onan
urban bus could becomeacrime. One of the proponents
of thebill, Manuel Baldizon, arguesthat it respondstothe
public clamor for actionagainst themaras. Whileitistrue
that security problemsarethemain concern of the public,
pollssuggest that amgj ority agreeswith much of theme-
diathat draconianlawswill not providetheanswer.

Relatives of Missing Children Seek to Open
Military Archives

2/25/05 - Groups searching for children who vanished
during Guatemala'sarmed conflict said they areasking
for accessto military archives. “Eighty percent of the
cases cannot be resolved because [the children] were
captured by soldiers and taken to military centersand
from therewe know nothing more,” said Axel Mejiaof
thegroup CasaAlianza, abranch of New York-base Cov-
enant House.

Itispart of the Search Commission for Disap-
peared Children, whichisinvestigating about 1,200 cases
of children who vanished amid armed confrontationsor
massacresinvolving military or paramilitary forcesduring
the war that ended in 1996 after more than 200,000
peopledied or disappeared. “We are asking thearmy,
Congress, thecurrent president to help usopenthearmy
archivesand those of orphanagesthat received children
during thearmed conflict,” Mgiasaid, whose own group
specidizesin hel ping street children. Many childrenare

believed to have been turned over to orphanages or
adopted by military families.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Menchu to Serve as Indigenous Liaison
2/25/05 - RigobertaMenchu accepted aposition asthe
formal link between the government of Guatemalaand
the country’ sindigenous community asoneof theimple-
mentations of the Millennium Goal s established by the
United Nations.

Thewinner of the Nobel Peace Prize hascom-
mitted to dedicate 75 percent of her timeto developing
rapprochementsamong theindigenouscommunitieswith
thegod of identifying their needs and opportunitiesfor
development.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Banned Corn Shipped to Guatemala

2/16/05 - On February 16, environmental groups said
they havediscovered that genetically modified corn never
approved for human consumption isbeing handed out as
UN food aid to Guatemaa

A study backed by theinternationa group Friends
of the Earth found that samples of World Food Program
grain shipmentsincluded StarLink, acornwithdrawn from
the market in the United States because of concernsit
could provokeallergicreactions.

Discovery of StarLink corninconsumer prod-
uctsinthe United States prompted several high-profile
supermarket recallsof cornmeal, corn dogs, taco shells,
soup, and chili mixesin 2000 and 2001. Thegrain sent
to Guatemalawasintended for human consumptionin
productsliketortillas, membersof the Central American
Alliancein Defenseof Biodiverdty said at anewsconfer-
encein Guatemala. Theallegationsregarding StarLink
were part of abroader protest about genetically modified
corn being included in food aid shipmentsto Central
America

Inadditionto Guatemal a, newsconferenceswere
heldin El Salvador, Honduras, and CostaRica. Environ-
mentalists cited a study that looked at seventy-seven
samplesof imported cornincluded in aid shipmentsor
sold onthe open market. Eighty percent wasreportedto
includegeneticaly modified materid.
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HEALTH RIGHTS

HIV Positive Guatemalans Demand Access to
Medicine
2/15/05 - On February 14, over onehundred HIV posi-
tive Guatemdansprotested in front of thebuildingsof Con-
gressand theMinistry of Hedlth, demanding that the gov-
ernment increasecitizen bility togenericdrugs. The
humanitarian organization Doctorswithout Borders(M SF)
has provided treatment to 530 patients, but will cease
doing so asof June; the Guatemalan government hasex-
pressed littleinterest in assisting with thetreatments.
After four yearsof providing medicationsto over
1,300 individuasin Guatemala City and in Coatepeque,
Quetzatenango, M SF hasdel egated thisresponsibility to
the State of Guatemala. According to M SF, thefirst who
will beadversdly affected are 530 patientswho have been
receiving treetment in the public Roosevelt Hospital.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Ex-PACs Threaten to Take Action to Receive
Compensation

2/16/05 - Guatemala'stop tribunal, the Constitutional
Court, ruled on February 8that abill approved by Con-
gressallowing payment of compensation to theformer
militiamen of the Civil Defense Patrols (PAC) wasun-
condiitutiona. The520,000 membersof theex-PACclam
that the state owesthem for assisting the armed forces
during the counter-insurgency campaign.

On February 15, theex-PACsthreatened to re-
peat the protest actionsfor which they have becomefa-
mousin recent years: setting up roadblocksand bringing
thecountry toastanddtill. Thistime, however, their pro-
testsmight fall on desf ears. President Oscar Berger says
hewill abideby the court’ sdecison andisonly prepared
to offer the ex-PAC payment-in-kind, whichwouldin-
volve channdling fundsintoinfrastructure and devel op-
ment projectsbenefiting their communities. Congressona
leaders, at |east for the moment, are saying the same.

Chixoy Activists Liberated

2/18/05 - After being detained for occupying the Chixoy
Hydroel ectric plant, severa activistswerefreed on Feb-
ruary 16 by order of ajudgefrom Coban, AltaVerapaz.
Carlos Chen, one of the campesinos, stated, “they de-
tained meunjustly, weonly want to demand our rightsto

theNationa Electricity Ingtitute (INDE) becausein 1975,
when they began the construction of the Chixoy Dam,
they began the expropriation of our lands.” Chen added
that he was amember of the village of Rio Negro and
wasrel ocated to the community of Pancux.

Edgar Pérez, defenselawyer for the campesinos,
stated that the campesinosfreed by judge Ennio Ngarro
represent thestruggl e of twenty-three communitiesaffected
by thedam congtruction. Thoseinitidly arrested are Julio
Santiago, Juan Garcia, Félix Alonzo Raymundo, Victor
Lem, Miguel Picon, Domingo Sic, and Santiago
Fernandez.

Beforethe construction of the Chixoy Dam, the
village of Rio Negro, Quiché, wasthe site of six massa-
cres. InMarchof 1982, 177 peoplewerekilled. Eighty-
two peoplewerekilled in May 1982, aswell as, ninety-
two in September of the sameyear. Humanrightsorga-
nizationsfed that the massacreswereintended to facili-
tatethe expropriation of landsfor the construction of the
Chixoy dam.

In addition, the twenty-three communities of
Rabina, BgaVerapaz brought acaseto the I nter-Ameri-
can Human Rights Commission, concerning thedisplace-
ment of communities during the 1980s, dueto the con-
gruction of the Chixoy Dam. Thecaseisinoppositionto
the United States, the Guatemal an government, the Inter-
American Development Bank, and the World Bank for
providing fundsfor the construction of the hydroelectric
dam during adminigtrationswidely knownfor their human
rightsviolations.

The Center onHousing Rightsof theEvicted, and
theorganization RightsActionwill advisetheRabina com-
munities. DomingaSic, humanrightsactivist and survivor
of one of the Rio Negro massacre, will take part inthe
case.

CONAVIGUA Requests Protection for Exhu-
mation Work

2/14/05 - Before beginning the exhumation processin
the areas most affected by the armed conflict, the Na-
tional Coordinating Committee of Guatemalan Widows
(CONAVIGUA) asked Guatema an authoritiestoinves-
tigatethreatsand other actsof violence committed against
human rightsgroups. The organization said that at the
end of February anew search for remainswill beginin
clandestine cemeterieslocated in Chimaltenango, Quiché,
and BajaVerapaz where massacresand crimes of geno-
cidewerecommitted.
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InQuiché, cemeterieswill beexhumedin Chaul,
Nebaj, Playa Grande, Sacapulas, and San Andrés
Sqjcabgja; in Chimaltenango, exhumationsintend to be
carried out in San Martin Jilotepeque, Comalapa, and
San Jose Poaquil; inAltaVerapaz exhumationswill occur
in Cahabon.

During 2004, CONAVIGUA with the help of
membersthe Guatemal an Foundation of ForenscAnthro-
pology (FAFG), compl eted twenty-two exhumationsin
Quichéand Chimaltenango recovering 163 bodies.

A member of theMutua Support Group (GAM),
another organization involved in exhumation work, has
recieved death threats. At 3am on February 3, aman
armed with agun entered the hotel room where Sarah
Poroj, from GAM’ sExhumations Program, wasdeeping
and searched her documentsand belongings, whilekeep-
ing hisgun pointed towards her head.

Spain Issues Arrest Warrant for Lucas Garcia
2/22/05 - A Spanish judge hasissued an arrest warrant
for former Guatemalan president Romeo L ucas Garcia,
currently believed to belivingin Venezuela, on chargesof
human rightsabuses.

TheRigobertaMenchi Tum foundation said Span-
ishjudge Fernando Grande-Marl askaissued thewarrant
for the deaths of Spanish and Guatemalan citizensduring
abloody 1980 police raid on the Spanish Embassy in
Guatemala. TheNationa CourtinMadrid confirmed on
February 22 that thewarrant had been issued.

“Thisisanother sgnthat impunity cannot last for-
ever, asit had onceseemed in Guatemala,” said Gustavo
Meofio, director of thefoundation.

Venezue an authoritiessaid they would investigate
whether LucasGarciawasliving in Venezuelaand would
consider hisextraditionif requested. “Wehavenot re-
ceived any information up until today fromtheforeign
ministry about aformal request,” Venezud anInterior Min-
ister Jesse Chacon said. “If thismanisin Venezuela, we
will passtheinformationtothejudicia authoritiesand if
they determinethe Spanish government has completed
therequirements, wewill proceed with extradition,” he
sad.

Theeighty-one-year-old LucasGarciaisbeieved
tosuffer fromAlzheimer’s.

Thepractice of revealing arrest warrantshasbe-
comecontroversd after former Guatemaan Interior Min-
ister Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz, wanted for the samecrime,
apparently was ableto flee policein Mexico in Decem-

ber after word of the warrant was|eaked to the press.

In 1998 the US Department of State declassified
adocument that linked both Donaldo Alvarez and L ucas
Garciato death squad activities. Alvarez servedin Lucas
Garcia s1978-82 administration.

The 1980 raid ontheembassy killed thirty-seven
people, including Vicente Menchu, thefather of Rigoberta
Menchu. Vicente Menchiwasamong agroup of Guate-
malanswho occupi ed the Spanish Embassy in 1980, ask-
ing the diplomatic mission to help stop attacks against
Guatemdd sindigenouspopulation. Instead, policestaged
an operation to retake the embassy, during which the pro-
testerswerekilled.

Trial Date Set for Appeal in Gerardi Case

2/22/05 - The hearing to appeal the sentence for the
1998 murder of bishop Juan Gerardi will take placeon
March 10, when defense lawyerswill attempt to annual
theconvictionsagangt threemilitary officersand onepriest
who have previously beenfound guilty. Accordingtothe
officia justice system’s pressoffice, the hearing will be
presided over by judgesinthe Second Court of Appeals.

In June 2001 acourt sentenced military officers
Byron Disradl Lima, Byron Migud LimaOliva, and José
Obdulio Villanuevatothirty yearsin prison each for ex-
trgjudicial execution. Priest Mario OrantesN§ erawas
sentenced for twenty years asan accessory to thecrime.

However, in October of 2002, military lawyers
succeeded in overturning the convictionsof thefour men
linked to Gerardi’ smurder and wereawarded anew trial.
In February, 2003, Jose Obdulio Villanuevawaskilledin
aprisonriot. Over theduration of thetrial, two judges,
three prosecutors, and variouswitnessesfled the country
dueto death threats. Early in 2003 the Constitutional
Court upheld the June 2001 ruling.

Gerardi waskilled with aconcrete block inthe
garageof hisGuatemdaCity seminary inApril 1998, days
after presenting alengthy report blaming themilitary for
80 percent of the deaths during the countrys 1960-96
avil war.

Government Budgets Funds for PNR
2/25/05 - On February 25, also Victims' Day of Dig-
nity, the government created atrust worth Q300 million
(approximately $37.5 million) to compensate those ad-
versely affected by thearmed conflict.

TheNational Reparations Program (PNR), cre-
ated by groupsrepresenting individua and commund sur-
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vivorsof thearmed conflict, isslated to last for thirteen
years, and isdesigned to addressboth long-term and short-
term compensation objectives. Until now, the PNR has
only been allotted Q30 million (approximately $3.75 mil-
lion).

Government accord 68-2005, published inthe
officia State newspaper on February 24, confirmed the
assignment of the Q300 million and that additional funds
can be added at the government’ sdiscretion or through
international donations.

Reparationsunder the PNR for the over 250,000
affectedindividua sisintended to include: psychological
ass stance and therapy for familiesof thevictims, culturd
recuperation of each community, dignification of the dead,
and direct economicindemnification. Recently, thegov-
ernment ruled to not include asavailablefor compensa-
tion the act of genocide. (See UPDATE Vol 17 No 5
“GenocideNot Considered for Compensation”)

One of Zamora’s Attacker Sentenced

2/26/05 - Inthe case of attacked journalist Jose Rubén
Zamora, oneof hisalleged aggressors, EduvigesFunes,
was sentencesto sixteen yearsin prison, whilethe other,
Bélter Alvarez, was absolved.

Funeswasfound guilty of threats, coercion, ille-
gal detention, aggravated robbery and for breaking and
entering Zamora shome on June 24, 2003. The court,
presided over by judgesL eonel Meza, Carol Flores, and
Rudy Pinedaruled that theformer intelligence officer from
the now-disbanded Presidential High Guard (EMP), par-
ticipatedintheillegal actsand wasclearly identified by
thevictims

Inthe case of Alvarez, the judges decided that
the Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP) did an insufficient
jobof proving hisguilt.

Thecourt denied the petitiontoinitiatelegal pro-
ceedingsagaingt former president Alfonso Portillofor his
alleged participationintheattack. Zamoraarguesthat
Portilloiscomplicit dueto the chain of command asthe
defacto head of the EM P, however the court ruled that
the MPwould haveto build the case, not the court.

RIGHT TO A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT

CAFTA Countries Sign Environmental Coop-
eration Agreement
2/20/05 - On February 20, Under Secretary of Statefor

Globd Affairs, PaulaDobriansky, and senior representa
tivesfromfive Centrd American governments(CostaRica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua) and
the Dominican Republic signed an Environmenta Coop-
eration Agreement at the Organi zation of American Sates
inWashington, DC.

An Understanding Regarding the Establishment
of aSecretariat for Environmental Mattersunder theDo-
minican Republic-Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement was signed by Assistant US Trade
Representative ReginaVargo and her counterpartsrep-
resenting the six countriesat the same ceremony.

The Department of State and the Office of the
USTrade Representativewere assisted by several other
USgovernment agencies, including theAgency for Inter-
national Devel opment and the Environmenta Protection
Agency, in concluding theseinstruments. These USagen-
cies, among others, will joinin theimplementation of the
Agreement’swork program.

The Environmental Cooperation Agreement es-
tablishesacomprehensiveframework for cooperationto
build capacity for environmental protectionwith strong
publicinvolvementt.

PEACE ACCORDS

Government Sends OHCHR to Congress
2/22/05 - Vice-President Eduardo Stein sent acertified
copy of theaccord regarding theingtallation of the United
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), agreed upon by the UN and the Gua-
temalan government. Accordingto Stein, theinitiativeis
inthehandsof the Congressonal CommissiononHuman
Rightsand expectsitseventud ratification. If passed, the
OHCHR will observethe human rightssituationinthe
country and will advise both governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizationsandindtitutions.

OTHER INFORMATION

COPREDEH Promises to Investigate Social
Cleansing

2/16/05 —Frank LaRue, Presdentiad Human RightsCom-
missioner, announced on February 16 that he plansto
execute an investigation into thereport of alleged socia
cleansing put forth by legid aturesfrom the Guatemalan
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Republican Front (FRG) inregardsto the latest crime
wave, violence against women, and theuse of deedly Sate
forcesinsocia protests.

LaRue requested that the Public Prosecutor’s
OfficeandtheMinigter of the Interior submit information
fromasimilar investigation intheir respectiveingitutions
to provide abroader analysis of the situation of genera
insecurity inthe country. “Weknow that thisisatheme
that will be discussed inWashington at the I nter-Ameri-
can Human RightsCommission,” added LaRue.

Activists Criticize US Military Aid

2/24/05 - Various human rights organi zations came out
strongly against the announcement on February 17 re-
garding the possibility of the USliftingthemilitary aid ban
against Guatemala that has been in place since 1980.
According to a press release dated February 24, the
Mutual Support Group (GAM), theArchbishop’sHu-
man Rights Office (ODHA), and the Center for Human
RightsLega Action (CALDH) areconcerned by the pos-
sibility that the USmay make $3.2 million availablefor
military ad.

In addition to thesethree organizations, the In-
ternational Human RightsInvestigation Center (CIIDH)
and the Study and Promotion of Security in Demaocracy
(SEDEM), dsofed that USmilitary aidto Guatemalais
just asharmful asit wastwenty-fiveyearsago sincethe
banwasput in place becausethemilitary “ hasnot changed
subgtantialy.”

Theoppositionisnot concerned with the actua
$3.2millioninaid, but rather with themessage being sent
to theinternational community that the USbacksamili-
tary accused of human rightsviolations. Instead of pro-
viding military aid, theorganizationscall onthe United
Statesgovernment tofacilitatetheinvestigationsand ju-
dicial proceedingsagainst those responsiblefor human
rightsviolationsduring thearmed conflict.

RESOURCES

For the following titles in Spanish visit
www.fygeditores.conv:

Tischler Visguerra, Sergio. Memoria, tiempo y sujeto.
Guaemaa: Ingtituto de Ciencias Socidesy Humanidades

delaBenemérita Universidad Autbnomade Pueblay
F& G Editores, 2005,US$10.20. Q.60.00.

MartaElenaCasalsArzl/ TeresaGarciaGirdldez. Las
redes intelectuales centroamericanas. un siglo de
imaginariosnacionales(1820-1920). Guatemada F& G
Editores, US$25.40. Q.150.00.

LAST WORD

Ramazzini Receives International Prize
2/24/05 - On February 22, the Bishop of San Marcos,
Alvaro Ramazzini, wasawarded theK onrad L orenz Prize
for the Protection of Natureand the Environment. Inthe
Natural History Museum of Vienna, Ramazzini waspre-
sented with the honor by theAustrian Minister of the En-
vironment, Josef Proll, for the bishop’swork advocating
for themarginalized and for opposing mining activitiesin
Guatemda

The prize, accompanied by 21,802 Euros (ap-
proximately $28,813), awardsinternationd activiststhat
work in*thestrugglefor that whichisnot replaceable.”
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Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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