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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Mayor of Santa Ana, Petén Murdered
2/13/05 - TheMayor of SantaAna, Petén, MANUEL
DE JESUS GARRIDO ROSADO, was murdered on
February 12, whiledriving with hiswifeand daughtersto
afarmin CalzadaMopan, Dolores, Petén. Theauthori-
tiesstated that thisisnot thefirst attack on the Rosado
family. Twoweeksearlier, avehiclewasstolenfromthe
Rosado home.

Thegovernor of Petén, Manuel Barquin, specifi-
caly demanded further investigation into the murder due
totheincreasing violenceintheregion.

CC Annuls Dos Erres Case

2/4/04 - The Consgtitutional Court (CC) seemsto have
annulled nearly al actionsto dateinthe DosErrescase,
inwhich sixteen army soldiersare accused of massacring
approximately 300 people in the town of Dos Erres,
Libertad, Petén, in December 1982. However, thereare
reportsof aCC resolution that deny the annulment.

In asentencemade publicin early February, the
CC declared theruling that found the sixteen army sol-
diersguilty null ontechnicalities. However, on February
10, the CC allegedly issued aresol ution that thetestimo-
niesof principlewitnessesremained valid and that the
accusation of nullification wasbased on amisunderstand-
ing of the February sentence by one of the defendants.
Theresolution has not yet been confirmed by the CC,
and the onejournalist who reported on theresol ution has
not been ableto back up hisstory.

The case against the sixteen army officias, un-
dertaken by theFirst Crimina Court of San Benito, Petén,
beganin 1994, when relatives of thevictimsmanaged to
obtain an order to exhume the remains of their family
membersfrom thewell the soldiershad thrown the bod-
iesinto after themassacre.

Theseexhumations, becausethey were conducted
beforethe Nationa Reconciliation Law waspassed, are
theonly proceedingsallegedly not annulled by the CC.

Thekey evidencethe CC haspossibly annulled
includesthe detail ed testimonies of two military specia-
istsfrom the Kaibil unit who cameforward, full of re-
morse, and admitted to participating in the massacre.
Additional evidenceisthetestimony of ayouth who sur-
vived themassacre.

Through these confessions, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office obtained the names of the soldiers
who participated in the massacre: Roberto Anibal Rivera
Martinez, Cesar Adan Rosales Batres, CarlosAntonio
CariasLopez, CarlosHumberto OlivaRamirez, Reyes
Colin Gualip, Bulux Vicente Alfonso, Manuel Pop Sun,
Fredy Antonio Samayoa Tobar, Mardoqueo Ortiz Mo-
rales, Pedro Pimentel Rios, Daniel Martinez Méndez,
Jorge Vinicio SosaOrantes, Santos L dpez Alonzo, Manud
Cupertino Montenegro Hernandez, Gilberto Jordan, Jorge
Basilio Velasquez L 6pez, and Cirilo Benjamin Caal Ac.

The Dos Erres case was unprecedented. No
other case of human rights abuse perpetrated during the
armed conflict had such strong testimony and evidence
that implicated and named the perpetrators, and now it is
without effect.

Rights Action Office Broken Into

2/1/05 - On the morning of January 31, personnel of
RightsActionin Guatemaafoundtheat their officehad been
broken into and robbed. Based on an assessment of the
conditionsof the break-in, RightsAction concluded that
themotivefor the break-in was not economic but rather
tosted information.

Theburglar brokeinto the officethrough awin-
dow inthemain officewhered| theinformationfromthe
organizationisstored. A lgptop containing alargeamount
of datawasstolen. The computer for thelocal areanet-
work server wasdisconnected, taken from the desk, and
leftinthemiddleof thefloor, asif in preparationto stedl it.
A filebox containing petty cash wasremoved and taken
tothehall. Thebox had beenforced open, and though it
obvioudy contained theequivaent of approximately $500,
no money wastaken. Theburglar left apartially con-
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sumed juice can besidethe box asif to draw attentionto
the fact that they had reviewed the contents.

Thoughtheburglar |eft the cash and six comput-
ersinthethreeoffices, hestoleafew itemswithout value,
including akeyboard, aninexpensivetape player, abox
of keys, and abox of candlesand dried fruit produced by
campesino groupswith whom RightsActionworks. A
key taken from the building and afootprint werefound on
the roof terrace suggesting the burglar’s exit route.

Rights Action fears the office may have been
watched sincetheburglar chosetheonly evening in sev-
eral monthsinwhich no onewasintheoffice. Thebur-
glar left aGuatema anidentification card intheoffice, as
though it had been dropped accidentally. Thebreak-in
was reported to the Public Prosecutor’s office, and the
Specid Prosecutor for Human Rightsexamined thecrime
scenethe morning the break in was discovered. Repre-
sentativesof the Human Rights Ombudsman’sofficeaso
visitedthescene.

RightsActionisanon-governmental organization
based in the United States and Canada, with aregional
officein Guatemala. RightsAction fundsand supports
community-based organi zationsin southern Mexico, Cen-
tral America, Haiti, and Peru that plan and carry out their
own community development projects.

Another Break-in at CEDEPCA

2/7/05 - On the morning of February 7, the offices of
Education for Communication (CEDEPCA), areligious
social justice organization, were brokeninto for the sec-
ondtimeinthreemonths. Fivenew computersweresto-
len. Genera Coordinator Judith Castafiedastated that she
received acal from CEDEPCA'ssecurity provider at 5:45
AM warning that the office alarm had been activated.
Castafieda arrived at the office at 6:00 AM and found
policeofficersand private security officerswaiting to en-
ter thefacility.

By 6:15, CEDEPCA program coordinators Den-
nis Smith, Betty Carrera, and Rafael Escobar werea so
present. The stolen computers had been purchased and
installed lessthan two weeks previousto robbery.

When the CEDEPCA team inspected the pre-
mises, they found that doorsto individud officeshad been
forced open and papers and desk items had been scat-
tered on the floor. No money was taken, nor did the
thievestake computer monitors, keyboards, speakers,
printers, aphotocopier, or other valuabl e office equip-
ment. Castafiedatentatively ca culateslossand damages

of $15,000.

CEDEPCA a so suffered abreak-in on Decem-
ber 3, 2004, just asthe officewas preparing to begin a
reduced holiday schedule. At that time, ten computers
and $150 in cash were stolen. As happened with the
most recent bresk-in, the thieves chose not to take com-
puter monitors, the photocopier, or other valuable office
equipment. Thoseresponsiblefor the December break-
indemonstrated uncanny restraint, leaving wiresand of -
ficeequipment neetly arranged on desksand few signsof
forced entry.

Cadaliedaannounced that, effectiveimmediately,
shehasdismissed CEDEPCA'ssecurity provider and will
institute a permanent presence at the office. Shealso
announced that she had a ready begun negotiating with
neighborsand with the city government to install agate
with an armed guard at the entrance.

Castanedastated: “Weare confident of our mis-
sonand our ministry; wewill carry on. Despitethediffi-
cult circumstances, wewill begin our regular schedule of
eventsand classesthisweek asplanned.”

Dennis Smith, who does cultural and political
analysisfor CEDEPCA, noted that hefelt certain that the
most recent crime was carried out by the same people
responsible for the December break-in. “We need to
consider three possible scenarios. one, that thisisthe
work of common criminas. Many detailsrelated to the
break-insdon’t coincidewith thisoption. Another possi-
bility is that paramilitary forces are investigating
CEDEPCA, perhapsbecause of our socid justiceminis-
tries. A third option would bethat highly-sophisticated
local mafiasare behind the break-in; they sell the stolen
information and equipment tointerested parties, including
paramilitary forces.” Smith noted that anumber of hu-
man rightsgroups have suffered similar break-insinre-
cent months.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Murders of Women Skyrocket

2/2/05 - Thirty-six womenweremurdered in Guatemala
in January, indicating an increasein the brutal violence
against women that has wracked Guatemalain recent
years. Since 2001, 1,300 women have been murdered,
and each year the number hasrisen. Accordingto statis-
ticskept by the National Civil Police, in January 2005,
killings of women increased by sixty-four percent over
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the same monthin 2004, when twenty-two womenwere
murdered. Nonetheless, in mid-January, the Guatema
lan government cut the specia policeunit responsiblefor
investigating these crimesfromtwenty-two officerstofive,
saying resourceswere better allocated to investigating
murders of men, since they outnumbered murders of
womenin 2004 by threeto one.

Yet the murder rate of women isclimbing more
steeply than that of men: theNationd Civil Policereported
that 112 men were murdered in January, compared to
ninety-threelast year, anincrease of approximately forty-
eight percent. AsOrganization of American Statesrap-
porteur on\Women'sRights SusanaVillaran noted after a
September visit to Guatemal g, the problem isnot merely
aquestion of numbersbut anissueof theincreasing bru-
tality of thekillings, morefemaevictimsthan beforeare
appearing with signsof rape, torture, and mutilation.

L ast September, Villaran admonished the Guate-
malan government for itslack of seriousnessininvestigat-
ing the murdersof women, especialy inthe countryside.
Shenoted that the Nationa Civil Policehad only twenty-
two officersinvestigating femicide, al of whomwerelo-
cated in Guatemala City. That number has now been cut
by morethan seventy-five percent.

factsdemand an urgent response to addresstheinsecu-
rity and violence of Guatemalan society to achievethe
goasof Article9 of the Integral Protection of Children
and TeenagersLaw, which statesthat * all childrenand
teenagershavetherighttolife.’”

LAND RIGHTS

Negotiations Under Way in Land Conflicts
2/1/05- The National Land Commission (Contierra) is
currently negotiating 139 disputes, of which they hopeto
resolveinapeaceful manner in 2005.

Mariel Aguilar, director of Contierra, explained
that since 2004 significant advances have been achieved
concerning land conflictsin fifty-three round-tabledis-
cussions. “Campesinosaswell asland ownershaveshown
their desireto resolvethese conflictsin apeaceful man-
ner,” she stated.

OnJanuary 27, Prensa Libre published areport
claiming that in sixty-eight of the 102 farmsinvaded, the
instigatorswerearmed. Faced with thissituation Vice-
President Eduardo Stein said that hewould push dialogue
before proceeding with eviction orders.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Murders of Youths Increased During 2004
2/4/05 - According to information provided by Casa
Alianzain Central America, Guatemalahad the highest
number of murdersof children and youths during 2004,
with 847 killed. Next came Honduras, with 395 mur-
ders, then Nicaragua, with 163. CostaRicahad thefew-
est murders, with only twenty-nine, according to infor-
mation provided by the organi zation “ Covenant for Your
Rights.” The Guatemalan statisticsinclude only Guate-
malaCity, compared to thosefor Hondurasand Nicara-
gua, whichinclude thewhole country.

After oneyear of anew government in Guate-
mala, the number of murdersamong children and youths
increased from 747 in 2003 to 847 in 2004, despite sev-
eral recently implemented programs. Statistics show that
the 847 children and youths murdered in 2004 ranged in
agefrom zerototwenty-twoyears. They died mainly from
gunshotsand knifewounds. Of the 847 childrenkilled,
745 wereboysand 103 weregirls. Theaverageisover
two murders per day. According to CasaAlianza, “these

Berger to Push for More Support as Campesi-
nos Demand Consultation

2/10/05 - Guatemalan President Oscar Berger will ask
the mining company, Montana Exploradora, for support
in providing health careand other infrastructureto the
San Marcos areawhereit plansto develop the Marlin
goldmine.

Inameeting with company officialsscheduled for
February 16, Berger will ask the company to show “its
goodwill” by paying for two hospital's, aschool, and pro-
gramsamed a helping theloca economy. Theamount of
therequested investmentswasnot given, but it would be
inadditiontothe 1 percent royaty themining project will
be condtitutionaly obliged to pay. Half of thefundsraised
fromtheroyaty will beset asdefor theloca community.
The$120 million open-pit and underground Marlinmine
is slated to produce an average of 217,000 ounces of
gold and 3.3 million ouncesof silver annually over ten
years. Theminehasaprojectedlifeof tentofifteenyears.

Thisdialogue occurs after a February 1 presi-
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dentia order that suspended three grantsfor mining op-
erationsuntil thegovernment and civil society groupscome
to an agreement regarding further activity. Accordingto
Jorge Garcia, vice-minister of Energy and Mining, the
suspension of these operations was decided after the
Government and the Catholic Church agreed to sop min-
ing operations until there is a better assessment of the
benefitsand drawbacksof mining. Garciaadded that the
Minera Law authorizesthe Ministry of Energy and Min-
ing to grant and suspend licenseswithout any additional
legal procedures.

From 1996 to December 1, 2004, the Ministry
of Energy and Mining registered 144 licensesfor mining
exploration of which the present government registered
nineteen. During the sametime period, permissionwas
granted for extractionin 145 cases, of which twelve cases
took place during the Berger administration.

“The Spanish came here 500 years ago. They
gavethe people heremirrorsin exchangefor thegold,”
said Timoteo Tojil, aresident of thelargely Mayamunici-
pality of Sipacapawhereminingisplanned. “Now they
want to take the gold and leave one percent. Thisisa
story weknow.”

Unions Condemns Mining Concessions
2/2/05 - Inasession withthe International Labor Orga
nization (ILO), the Workers Union of Guatemala
(UNSITRAGUA) criticized the Guatema an Statefor what
they considered aviolation of Article 169 concerning In-
digenousand Tribal Peoples, declaring that the govern-
ment did not carry out amandatory consultation with the
local people concerning mining operations.

The demand was presented on January 25 with the pur-
poseof “freezing all mining and minera extractioninthe
country until thelocal indigenouscommunitieshavebeen
informed and consulted in areaswheremining operations
aretobecarried out,” stated UNSITRAGUA coordina-
tor Julio Cgj.

Thearticle decreesthat before mining conces-
sionscan begiven, local populationsand communities
must be consulted and their opinions be taken into con-
sideration; however, thiswas not done, Coj assured.

CAFTA Sent to Guatemalan Congress

2/11/05 - On January 28, thetext of the Central Ameri-
can Free TradeAgreement, known asCAFTA, between
the United States, Central America, and the Dominican
was sent to Guatemala sunicamera Congress. Through-

out themonth of February membersof the Externa Rela
tionscommittee and the committee of Economy and For-
eign Tradewill analyzethisissue. On February 4, mem-
bersof Congress stated that they wereinterested inre-
guesting copiesof thetext of the agreement to beginan
official analysis. CAFTA may beratified asby Easter
according to Mariano Rayo, president of the Economic
Commission.

CAFTA negotiationsended in August of 2004,
but until now hasonly beenratified by El Salvador’sCon-
gress. InGuatemaavarious socia sectorshavebeenin
opposition to the agreement, because they believethat
thousandsof Guatema ans, will be negatively affected by
thelargeamount of competition their productswill face
against US subsidized products.

Miguel Angel Sandoval from the civil society
group, MesaGlobal, explained that CAFTA isnot well
understood by congressional representatives, and being
anissuethat will have great influence over thelives of
Guatemalansintwo or three generations, itsapproval or
passing should be submitted to apopular vote.

Campesino organi zations have shown their op-
positionto Congress' proposed ratification of CAFTA.
TheNationa WorkersUnion, comprised of some 14 thou-
sand membershasjoined the causein opposing theagree-
ment. Their secretary general, LuisLara, said that the
text of CAFTA may have uncongtitutionalitiesthat nega-
tively affect thesovereignty of Guatemaans. A senditive
issueisthe case of Guatema a scorn market, which could
bethreatened by subsidiesfrom the United Statesthat
would enter Guatema atariff-free,

Although many civil society groupsstill oppose
thetreaty andthe negativeimpact it will haveonthehedth
and overal well being of many of Guatemala spoor, the
treaty continuesto be considered by Congress.

President Berger hasaffirmed that it isnot neces-
sary to ask for public opinion concerning theratification
of CAFTA. Henoted that the groupsin favor of apopu-
lar vote arefew and represent aminority. He added that
thetreaty would not negatively affect Guatemala; onthe
contrary, if Guatemaladoes not accept thetreaty other
Central American countrieswill have an economic ad-
vantage.

Theday of public hearingsin Congressfor the
approval of theissueisset for February 28. In spite of
the hearings, the mgj ority of therepresentativeshaveal-
ready decidedtovoteinfavor of CAFTA, only theblocks
by theNew NationAlliance and the Guatemalan National
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Revolutionary Unity (URNG) continueto maintain an
opposing position. Somecivil society groupsallegethat
representatives may be paid off to vote in favor of
CAFTA.

Jean Ziegler, aUN rapporteur for the Food Se-
curity on arecent visit to Guatemal areported that |ack of
land, insufficient salaries, water problems, scarce eco-
nomic returns, racism, Free Trade Agreement riskswith
the United States and alack of justice were among the
most evident problems currently plaguing the country.
Ziegler also remarked poverty levelsas“ grave’ andin
respect to CAFTA stated, “ it will only bring more hunger
to the country.”

those signing CAFTA could issueacompulsory license
permitting manufacture of ageneric druginahedth emer-
gency. Theinclusion of such provisionsin anfreetrade
agreement with poor devel oping countriesinterferesdi-
rectly with the central purpose of Doha, they said. There
isno trade advantage or significant impact on global re-
search and development spending if these countriespro-
videtest market dataexclusivity, but thereispotentia for
serious harm to those who need affordabl e, life-saving
drugs, according to thesignatorieswho include Waysand
Meansranking member CharlesRangel, Trade Subcom-
mittee ranking member Sander L evin, and Government
Reform Committee ranking member Henry Waxman.

HEALTH RIGHTS

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Drug Test Data Protections Return

2/2/05 - Guatemalahasintroduced legidationtoreverse
itsrecent repeal of laws protecting test datafor drugs,
and President Oscar Berger hassent Congresslegidation
toimplement the Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment (CAFTA). A spokesman for the Office of theUS
Trade Representative said the US government wel comed
themoves.

Some US lawmakers said they did not want to
discuss CAFTA until Guatemalareversed therepeal, and
theBushAdminigration fed sdrugmakersneedfiveyears
guaranteed dataprotection asan incentiveto develop new
products and recover research and devel opment costs.
However, those who oppose such provisions contained
in many trade agreementsfeel they makeit harder for
generic versionsof needed drugsto be made available
for the poor in devel oping nations.

A few days before Guatemal atook thisaction,
eleven Demoacratic Membersof the House of Represen-
tativeswrotetoformer USTrade Representative (USTR)
Robert Zodllick, asking that the Bush Administration end
itspressure on the country and removethisprovisonfrom
CAFTA. Claming the USrequest violates congressiona
direction under fast track, they also said the 2002 Trade
Promotion Authority Act directsthe USTR to uphold the
2001 World Trade Organization'sDohaAgreement which,
they add, was meant to ensureintellectual property rules
did not get intheway of developing countries’ ability to
take" measuresto protect public health...and to promote
accessto medicinesfor al.”

Theletter’ ssignatoriesfed it isunclear whether

CC Denies Payment to Ex-PACs

2/8/05 - Judges of the Constitutional Court (CC) voted
against the payment of former Civil Defense Patrollers
(Ex-PACs), rulingit unconstitutional. Dueto threats of
aggression by former ex-PA Cs, the CC inconspicuously
convened inaGuatemalaCity hotel. Whilethe Constitu-
tion doeswill not allow direct payments, it doesalow for
compensation intheform of socia projects, such asthe
building of schools, scholarships, and health stipends,
among others.

Four of the seven magistrates voted against the
payments. Thosewho werein favor of compensation
were Cipriano Soto, Guillermo Ruiz Wong, and Fran-
cisco Palomo. The CC supported their decision by stat-
ing that when legidatorsissued decree 28-2004, which
allotted payment of $655 to each ex-PAC, they failed to
includeinformation about the source of funding for the
payments.

Otto Pérez Molina, of the Patriotic Party (PP),
asked the ex-PACs to take this decision in stride and
abstain from taking violent measures. In addition, he
asked President Oscar Berger to arrange a high level
mesting to addressthisissue. Molinaadded that hethought
theruling wasmorepolitica thanlega and that thejudges
werehoping to curry favor from the human rightsmove-
ment and seek re-election. This, however, seems un-
likely ashuman rightsorganizationshavelittleor noinflu-
enceover theselection of CCjustices.

After the CC’sresolution, Mario Tahuite, direc-
tor of one of the ex-PA C groups, declared that no mea-
sureswould betaken, but he urged President Berger to
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keep hiscampaign promisesto pay theex-PACs. Some
groups expressed that they would accept socia projects
rather than cash if necessary.

Thefind rulingwassuspended four timesbecause
ex-PACswere protesting violently in front of the CC,
and judges who had voted against the payments previ-
oudy had received threats.

The REMHI report stated that ex-PACs, together
with membersof themilitary, wereresponsiblefor more
than ninety percent of the 669 massacresthat took place
duringthearmed conflict.

Azmitia Family Receives Reparations

2/4/05 - Inapressrel ease published on February 3, the
State of Guatemalaacknowledged itsresponsibility to
comply with international human rights standards and
sought apardon fromthesurviving membersof theAzmitia
family. Between September 19 and 22 of 1981, three
membersof theAzmitiafamily were* disappeared” by
Guatemaanintelligenceforces operating during General
Romeo Lucas Garcia sadminisiration.

Mario FedericoAzmitiaDoranteswaskidnapped
themorning of September 19 whilehewasdeepingat a
friend’ shousein the neighborhood of El Limén. Dora
ClemenciaAzmitiaDorantes, threemonthspregnant, was
kidnapped on September 21. Thefather of thevictims,
José Mario AzmitiaMolina, waskidnapped on Septem-
ber 22 after being interviewed by Cardinal Mario
Casariego, aspart of hissearchfor hischildren.

According to the pressrelease, the Government
agreed to an Amicable Solution through the I nter-Ameri-
can Human Rights Commission recognizing the State’'s
ingtitutiona respongbility infailing to guaranteethelife,
liberty, justice, and security of thevictimsat thetime of
theeventsand inthedelay of investigationsand prosecu-
tion of thoseresponsible.

On September 19, 2002, the Guatemal an Gov-
ernment took thefirst step toward clarification of the case
by re-opening investigations through the Public
Prosecutor’s Office. They also honored the memory of
thevictimsby placingacommemorativeplagueinapar-
ishinthevictims community. A financia settlement was
alsoreached.

GAM to Be Co-Plaintiff in Corozo Case

2/8/05 - The Mutual Support Group (GAM) requested
of aMazatenango court to be named co-plaintiff inthe
caseof Sx murdered campesinosfromthe El Corozofarm

inJanuary.

Six peoplewerekilled inadisputethat started on
January 21 between local campesinosand the owner of
the El Corozo ranchin Samayac, Suchitepéquez. Private
security guards captured a twenty-two-year old
campesino, Pedro Mariano Tambriz Itzep, ontheranch
onJanuary 21 ashe and two teenagefriendswerealleg-
edly gathering fruit without permission. Hisbody was
found on January 22in San AndresVillaSecain nearby
Retalhuleu, with three bullet wounds, although relatives
did not positively identify the body until January 28.

José Zamora Identifies Assailants

2/9/05 - José Rubén Zamora'stestimony closed thefirst
court hearing againgt EduvigesFunes Ve asquez and Bdlter
Armando Alvarez Cadtillowho areaccused of forced entry
and aggravated assault against thejourndist and hisfam-
ily. Zamoraishoththepresident of and journalist for the
daily newspaper, El Periddico.

At thehearing, presided over by Leonel Meza,
Zamoraidentified Funesand Alvarez astwo of thetwelve
individuasrespons blefor threatening and beating him,
hiswife, children, and domestic workersupon breaking
into his house in Guatemala City on June 24, 2003.
Zamoragtated that at one point, hefeared that they would
kill himand hisfamily. He confirmed that he saw Funes
several timesduring the encounter and recognized him
because of hisdistinct limp.

Both of theaccused were membersof theformer
Presidential High Guard (EMP). Funesabstained from
making astatement, while Alvarez proclaimed hisinno-
cence against charges of forced entry, coercion, illegal
detention, and aggravated assault.

Genocide Not Considered for Compensation
2/12/05 - RosdinaTuyuc, President of theNationad Com-
pensation Commission (CNR), wasoutraged over the
government’sdecision, published on February 4, to not
providecompensationfor victimsof genocide. TheCNR
wasnot informed of thedecison prior toitspublicationin
thegovernment’ sofficia newspaper. Thisrulingwill im-
pact whole communitieswho suffered fromthegenocide,
ascompensationwill now only beoffered onanindividua
basis. The CNR hasalready registered over aquarter of
amillionvictims, including those affected by genocide.
“We need to discard all thework we completed over the
past six months,” said Tuyuc.
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OTHER INFORMATION

Spanish Embassy Massacre Anniversary
2/1/05 - Equipped with crosses and mock coffins, hun-
dreds of protesters gathered in Guatemala City to de-
mand justice at the exact hour wheretwenty-fiveyears
earlier, their parents, siblings, and friendswereburned to
cindersin the Spanish Embassy.

NicolasaCamajac, one of the protesters, had a
three-month-old son when her husband was burned to
death. Sheisoneof many wholost loved onesthat day.
On December 10, 2004, the Spanish government i ssued
anarrest warrant for Alvarez Ruiz, Guatemala' sformer
Minister of the Interior, charging him with responsibility
for the 1980 assault on the Spanish Embassy. Thehunt
for Alvarez Ruizin Mexico hasthusfar been fruitless,
amid chargesthat the M exican government hasmadea
deal tolet him escape.

Theprotesters, including campesinosand affili-
ated interest groups, demanded not only justicefor the
atrocities caused but also effective changein the social
and economic conditionsthat led to the 1980 occupation
of theembassy inthefirst place.

Apart from thethirty-seven victims being hon-
ored, the protesters al so remembered two youthswho
had been killed after having attended thevictims funerds
and also four studentswho died after attending aprotest.

Suspected Drug Traffickers to Be Extradited
2/4/05 - A Guatemalan A ppeals Court denied the ap-
pealsof six suspected drug traffickers, confirming their
extradition, requested by the US. Thedefenselawyers
appeal was an attempt to keep the accused from being
triedintheUS.

A criminal court will make the final decision
whether to proceed withthe US extradition request. The
request was made in March 2004 but it was not until
December that Guatemalan police arrested alleged drug
traffickers Miguel Oswaldo Bolafios Acevedo, César
Augusto MolinaMaldonado, Ricardo Augusto Moran
Molina, Humberto Molina L etona, LuisAlonso Pérez,
Jorge Cordon Oliva, all of who remainincarcerated.

DNA Tests Affirm Cerna’s Identity

2/3/05 - TheAttorney General’s office announced on
February 3that DNA testing has confirmed that the body
of an unidentified man, who died from apparent hydro-
chloric acid poisoning, isthat of aformer presidential se-

curity agent.

Colonel José Raul Cerna, ex-director of Presi-
dentia High Guard (EM P) under the Portillo administra:
tion, wasthefocusof the Department’ sinvestigationinto
thealleged embezzlement of asmuch as$30 millionfrom
theagency, public prosecutor Celeste Diaz saidinanews
release. Theexact amount will not beknown until ongo-
ing auditsare concluded, shesaid.

Cernadiedlast April, apparently after being poi-
soned with hydrochloric acid. At thetime hewas admit-
tedtothehospita, however, hewasnot carrying any iden-
tification, and hewas buried subsequently as“ X X” ina
public cemetery. Thebody wasexhumed in November
at therequest of Cerna sfamily.

Diaz said her department isnow investigating
whether Cernacommitted suicideor wasmurdered. Be-
causethe caseisalready ten monthsold, however, “ evi-
dence hasbeenlogt, including thetraces of hydrochloric
acidandthecolond’sclothing,” shesaid. InNovember,
Cernasgirlfriendtold reportersthat afew weeksbefore
hedisappearedinApril, themilitary officia had mentioned
being harassed and receiving thrests.

Guatemalan Congresswoman Nineth M ontene-
gro, who blew the whistle on Cerna, also asked for an
investigationinto hisdesth. Montenegro said shebelieved
that Cernahad important information about what hap-
pened to the money.

RESOURCES

A websitewaslaunched to facilitate the process of find-
ing*“ disappeared” peoplein Guatemda, aswell astohelp
locatevictimsof illega adoption. Individuasor organi-
zationinterested in reporting or arelooking for anindi-
viduals should visit the website: http://
www.guatemal tecosdesaparecidos.org

LAST WORD

In Guatemaatherearecurrently 943 casesinvolvingland
disputes, of which:

139 arerelated to occupied lands

58 arerelated to regul arization of property

67 withland linedisputes

679 concerning land rightsdisputes

53 conflictsare currently under negotiation.
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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