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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Plan to Assassinate Ramazzini Uncovered
1/30/05 - A former member of the now dismantled Presi-
dentia High Guard (EMP) revealed that an unidentified
group attempted to contract himto natethebishop
of SanMarcos, Alvaro Ramazzini. Accordingto an offi-
cia source, the groups contacted theformer EMP mem-
ber approximately one month ago and offered him
$50,000to kill the bishop; however, theformer intelli-
genceofficer opted to inform the government rather then
follow throughwith the nation attempt. Currently,
theformer EMPmember isin Guatemala switnesspro-
tection program, and hisfamily fled the country beforehe
cameforward with theinformation.

The officer first notified the Human Rights
Ombudsman’s Office (PDH) about the plan, whichinturn
notified the Interior Ministry. The Human Rights Om-
budsman, Sergio Morales, stated the he had heard ru-
mors of the assassination plot weeksago, but it was not
until recently that he had enough evidenceto consider the
threatsreal.

Accordingto Interior Minister CarlosVielmann,
thegovernment offered Monsignor Ramazzini protection
fromtheNational Civil Police (PNC) or the Secretariat
of Administrative Affairsand Security (SAAS), or the
bishop could personally select hissecurity agents. Agents
fromtheCrimind Investigation Services(SIC) of thePNC
areinitiating aninvestigation into thefailed planand are
positioned near Ramazzini’shome and the church where
heofficiates.

Frank LaRue expressed hisconcern for the seri-
ousnessof thiscrimeand stated that the perpetratorsmight
be connected to organized crime, or the plan could bein
response to the bishop’s work to empower landless
campesinos.

Monsignor Ramazzini isaninternationa ly-recog-
nized human rights activist who advocatesfor the poor
and margindized of Guatemd a, particularly campesinos,

immigrants, andthelandless. Inhisfight against poverty,
Ramazzini has played afundamental rolein devel oping
policy to bring about justice and equadity intheland prob-
lemin Guatemalaand in promoting rural development.
Alongwith other bishops, hea so played apivota rolein
the 1996 Peace A ccords, and heisactive with the pro-
motion of the Recovery of Historical Memory Projectin
SanMarcos(REMHI).

Inaddition, Ramazzini isthedirector of the Catho-
lic Church’sLand Pastoral that aimsto resolveagrarian
conflictsand advocatesfor more equitable solutionsto
Guatemala sland problem. Ramazzini and theLand Pas-
toral have strongly opposed the controversial mining
projectsin San Marcoswhere the Canadian mining com-
pany, Montafia, and the Guatemal an government have
personal interests. Healso strongly opposestheviolent
evictionin NuevaL indawhere seven campesinosand four
policeofficerswerekilled. (Seeinsert.)

CC Under Pressure Due to Ex—PAC Threats
1/27/05 - Duetothreatsfromformer Civil Defense Pa-
trollers (ex—PACs), five out of nine members of
Guatemala's Constitutional Court (CC) decided to
indefinately postponearuling on the constitutionality of
paymentsto theformer paramilitaries. For security rea-
sons, thejudges opted to maketherulinginaGuatemala
City hotd rather than at the Congtitutional Court, wherea
group of ex—PACswereawaiting theresolution.
However the sessionin the hotel was cut short
after thediscovery of thecirculation of flyersthat thregt-
ened justices Rodolfo Rohrmoser Valdeavellano, Nery
Saul Dighero, Juan Francisco Flores, and CarlosLuna
Villacortashould they rule against theex—PACs. Judge
Cipriano Soto stated that the CC will not rule onthe con-
stitutionaity of the paymentsuntil adequate security can
beassuredfor all thejustices. No specific datewasmen-
tioned. “Aslong as they [the ex—PACs| continue to
threaten us, attack us, and protest agressively at the CC
headquarters, wewill not resolvethe case,” added Soto.
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OnNovember 3, Congresspassed alaw infavor
of theformer militiamenwhileunder extreme pressurefrom
ex-PAC groups. The law established a payment of
Q5,241.60 (approximately $655) to each ex-PAC mem-
ber or widow, to bedistributed in three payments. Some
497,000 ex-PACshavealready received thefirst of three
checks, leaving the executive branch gpproximately Q900
million ($112.5 million) left to pay out. Inaddition, civil
soci ety groups have expressed that funding woul d be bet-
ter invested in education or socia service projects.

Aninjunction againg the$110 million indemnifi-
cation planwasfiled by civil society groupsin mid-No-
vember. Whilethe CC provisionally suspended those
paymentson December 9, it was set to makeafind ruling
ontheinjunction thisweek.

FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Daughter of REMHI Activist Murdered

1/25/05 - At around 8:00 PM on January 22, various
armed perpetrators violently entered the home of
GUMERCINDA ARGUETA. Gumercindawasnot at
home, and themasked men beat hiswifeand then strangled
histwo-year old daughter, YIRAARGUETA LOPEZ, to
death. Argueta swifewas severely beaten and attended
her daughter’ sfuneral inawheelchair dueto her injuries.

Arguetaisan activist with the Recovery of His-
torical Memory Project (REMHI) in Chimaltenango
where he coordinates the promotion and circul ation of
the REMHI report and isSREMHI’sdelegateto the Na-
tiona Human RightsMovement (MNDH). Whilecom-
mon crimeisbeing considered asamotive, the MNDH
believesthe attack was athreat against human right de-
fenders, especially since valuables such asacomputer
and atelevisonwereleft behind by the assailants.

The REMHI report was published by the
Archbishop’s Human Rights Office of Guatemala
(ODHAG) to document the human rightsviol ationsthat
took placeduring theinterna armed conflict. Thereport
concluded that state agents perpetrated nearly ninety per-
cent of human rightsviolations. Two daysafter thereport
was published, the Coordinator of ODHAG, Bishop Juan
Gerardi, wasbludgeoned to death inretdiation.

Humanrightsorganizationsarecaling for acom-
prehensive investigation and for the perpetratorsto be
brought to justicein this case, which has caused interna-
tiona outrage.

Seven Killed at Plantation in Suchitepéquez
1/28/05 - Seven peoplewerekilledinadisputethat started
on January 21 between local campesinosand the owner
of the EI Corozo ranchin Samayac, Suchitepéquez. Pri-
vate security guards captured a twenty-two-year old
campesino, PEDROMARIANO TAMBRIZ ITZEP, on
theranch on January 21 as he and two teenage friends
weredlegedly gathering fruit without permisson. Hisbody
was found on January 22 in San Andres VillaSecain
nearby Retal huleu department, with three bullet wounds,
athough relativesdid not positively identify thebody until
January 28.

Apparently not knowing that Tambriz’'s body
had been found, several hundred campesinos went to
El Corozo on January 24 to demand his return. A
confrontation broke out, in which five campesinosand
one other person, presumably a guard, were killed.
Six peoplewerewounded, reportedly including apolice
agent. Public security forcesarrived, used tear gason
the campesinos, and arrested four of them. Tambriz
and the five campesinoswho were killed came from
the villages of Sampoj and Santa Marialxtahuacan,
north of Samayac in the department of Solola. On
January 25, the Committee of United Campesinos
(CODECA) turned a funeral march for the five
campesino victimsin thetwo villagesinto amassive
protest to demand afull investigation of theincident.

El Corozo’sowner is Jorge Fernandez, the son
of former presidential candidate José Fernandez. The
campesinoshold theowner’sson, Jorge Ferndndez Algos,
responsiblefor thekillings. Whilefour campesinoswere
jaled, Fernandez Algos, who claimedto beinjuredinthe
clash, waskept under policeguardinahospital. TheEl
Corozoincident issmilar in many aspectsto the confron-
tation at the NuevaLindaPlantation. InNuevaLindaon
August 31, 2004, heavily armed palice, military, and plan-
tation security agentsviolently evicted campesinoswho
wereclaiming thelandin responseto alegationsthat plan-
tation administration wasinvol ved in the kidnapping of
campesino leader Héctor Reyes. According to
CODECA’sMauro Bay, the ownersof thetwo planta-
tionsarerel ated.

Three More Women Killed, One Found Dis-
membered

1/23/05 - On January 22, abusdriver and hisassistant
found the severed head of awomanin apieceof luggage
left on their bus, said Carlos Calju, spokesman for the
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nationd police. Policeweresearching for missing partsof
adismembered body thefollowing day after thehead was
discovered at abus stationin Guatemala City. Authori-
tiesdiscovered severed armsand legsin the Guatemala
City’sCarolingianeighborhood early on January 23 but
had not yet confirmed they were from the same person.
Calju declined to comment further on circumstancessur-
rounding the dismembered body.

So far thisyear, seventeen women have been
killedin Guatemad a, according to officid sfromanetwork
of women’s support groupsin Guatemala. Two more
women were killed this week. On January 17, in a
ne ghborhood of Chiquimula, twenty-four year old Gladys
M ateo was shot to death, according to the National Civil
Police (PNC). Two unknown men attacked thevictim,
who was avendor at thelocal market; motivesare un-
known. Onthesameday, inaneighborhood inthe south-
eastern part of Guatemala City, Johana Villalta, also
twenty-four years old, was murdered inside the home
where shewas employed asadomestic worker. Volun-
tary firefightersreport that Villaltasuffered abullet wound
to the head and wasKkilled instantly. According to au-
thoritiesand emergency services, by January 17, fifteen
women have been violently murdered in Guatemala. As
indicated by official gatistics, 527 womenwerekilledin
2004, while 383 were murdered in 2003.

Nueva Linda Owner Abducts Three
Campesinos

1/24/05 - On January 23, the co-owner of the Nueva
Lindaplantation, Virgilio Casado, and four of hisbody-
guardsviolently abducted campesinosArmando Poma,
Enrique Tuc Sanchez, and Jorge Armando L opez, mem-
bersof the Southwest Campesino Coordination. Inre-
sponse, campesinos requested assi stance from thelocal
Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office (PDH) and fromthe
Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP). Dueto pressurefrom
thesetwo ingtitutions, Casado turned the threelaborers
over totheNational Civil police, claiming they werere-
spons blefor some unspecified misdemeanor.

In an act of public outrage, approximately one
hundred campesinos gathered by the highway to
Champerico, Retd huleu to demand that authoritiesinves-
tigate the kidnapping of their community members. The
August 31 confrontation at the Nueva Lindaplantation
near Retalhuleu left twel vedead, including eight campes-
nos.

Chixoy Activist lllegally Detained

1/25/05 - On January 20, landrightsactivist CarlosChen
Osorio, aleader of the Coordinator of CommunitiesAf-
fected by the Chixoy Dam (COCAICH), wasillegally
detained at 10:00AM in Sdlamg, BgjaVerapaz. Hewas
arrested on chargesof 1) illegal detention, with threats
and coercion, of two Chixoy dam operators; 2) faseen-
try intotheNationd Electricity Institute (INDE) offices;
3) actionsagainst public services; and 4) actionsagainst
theinternal security of the nation. While CarlosChen
waslater given conditional release, the chargesagainst
the community leader have not been dropped.

Chen Osorio wasamember of the Chixoy dam
negotiating commission, who sgned an agreement in Sep-
tember 2004 that was not to the liking of INDE. The
Association of Victims of the Armed Conflict in the
Verapaces (ADIVIMA) istherefore concerned for the
safety of seven other signersof that agreement: Antonio
Vasquez Xitumul, Julio Santiago, Domingo Sic, Rafadl
Santiago Fernandez, Fdix Alfonso Raymundo, Victor Lem
Colorado, and Juan de Dios Garcia.

According to a Canadian based human rights
group, RightsAction, “ acted upon or not, thechargesare
weakening the efforts of the‘ Coordinator of Communi-
tiesAffected by the Chixoy Dam’ intheir just demands
for reparations and compensation from the World Bank,
I nter-American Devel opment Bank, and Guatemaagov-
enment.”

On September 7, 2004, over onethousand mem-
bersof Mayan-Achi communitiesnegatively affected and/
or forcibly displaced by the Chixoy hydroel ectric dam
project participated in apeaceful protest at thesite of the
Chixoy dam. Thefollowing day, thecommunitiespeace-
fully ended the protest after signing an agreement with
representatives of INDE, the State Electricity I nstitute,
other government authorities, and observersfrom the
Human Rights Ombudsman’sOffice (PDH). Thisagree-
ment was, ostensibly, to set up a*“discussion table” to
asessthedamages and | osses caused by the Chixoy dam.

Then, on September 14, INDE representatives
formally presented acomplaint to the Public Prosecutor’s
Officein Coban against theleaders of the* Coordinator
of CommunitiesAffected by the Chixoy Dam” - thesame
leaders with whom they had signed the agreement.

The 1975-1985 Chixoy dam project wasfunded
and overseen by theWorld Bank and the I nter-American
Development Bank, in partnership with the military re-
gimescontrolling Guatemalaat thetime. Repression, re-
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lated to the construction of the dam, included the massa-
cresand killingsof over 400 children, elderly, women,
and men; forced displacementsfrom homeand commu-
nity; andlossof land.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Femicide in Guatemala Reaches International
Media

1/18/05 - Theviolent Stuation againg Guatema anwomen
hasrecently garnered international presscoverage, most
notably in areport published by the French newspaper
LeMondeDiplomatique. Other publications covering
theissuewerethe PacificaRadio stationin LosAngeles,
the Mexican Women's Communication and Information
Agency, Mexico's Education Radio, and the Brazilian
organization Dissrmament.

Last year, therewere 527 known cases of femi-
cidein Guatema a, whileonly two violent deethsof women
occurredin Colombig; four in Chile; fifteen eachin Cuided
Juérez, CostaRica, and Uruguay; seventeenin Per(; and
thirty-onein Puerto Rico, according to statistics provided
by IssInternational. The Human RightsOmbudsman’s
Office (PDH) reportsof 1, 650 female deathsin Guate-
malasince 1999.

Thisweek, LeMonde Diplomatique, published
that the violence has affected women between the ages of
two and thirty and of all socia spheres, including house-
wives, professionals, factory employees, workers, and
students.

Women’s Commission Cites Institutional De-
ficiencies

1/28/05 - According to areport presented to the Guate-
mal an Congress by the WWomen’'s Congressional Com-
mission at aplenary sessionon January 27, noingtitution
currently hasingtitutional policiestoinvestigate, provide
security, or prevent the murders of women.

Thereport, signed by AuraMarina Otzoy, who
ispresident of the Women’s Commission and amember
of the Guatemal an Republican Front party, indicated that
statistics on the number of women murdered does not
correlateamongingtitutions. Thereport emphasized that
institutions duplicate efforts, lack coordination, and do
not provide sufficient attention to the problem, yielding
minimal resultsin the prevention, investigation, and pros-
ecution of thoseresponsiblefor thekilling of women.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Thousands Protest Mining in San Marcos
1/27/05 -Thousands of campesinos, indigenous Guate-
malans, unionists, and women, aswell as Catholic and
Protestant protestors cametogether for the“March for
Life” todemonstrate againgt strip mining operations. The
strip mining operations posegrave environmenta thrests,
aswdl ascondtitutingalitera “legd” looting of loca natu-
ral resources.

The march began in front of the General Cem-
etery of the department capital of San Marcosand ended
infront of the Maya Palace, the seat of thelocal level
governing bodies. The march consisted of residents of
various local municipalities of San Marcos,
Quetzaltenango, and Quiché, aswell asrepresentatives
from GuatemadacCity.

The protest, headed by Monsignor Alvaro
Ramazzini, bishop of San Marcos, was organized to op-
pose strip mining operationsaimed at extracting gold and
silver by use of dynamite and cyanide in San Miguel
Ixtahuacan and Sipacapa, San Marcos.

Vitalino Similox, arepresentative from the Con-
ferenceof Evangdlica Churchesof Guatemaa(CIEDEG),
aided the cause aswell by indicating that mining opera-
tionsin Guatemalaareimportant for all Guatemaansand
not just for transnational companiesand thegovernment.
Therefore, itisnecessary that ameeting becaledin order
for thelocal residentsto expresstheir approval or rejec-
tion of mining operations.

Ramazzini said that the presence of nearly two
thousand peoplefor the sole purpose of protesting mining
operationsisademonstration of thelocal population’s
discontent to yield to the power of devel oped countries.
For thisreason hewill continueto defend di spossessed
sectorsof the country and to promote sustainable devel -
opment among therura populationsof Guatemala.

Thedirector of the Presidential Human Rights
Commission (COPREDEH) Frank LaRue, said that
Oscar Berger’sgovernment would hold ameeting with
local residents of San Marcosin order to determineif
they will accept the continuance of amining project being
devel oped by the M ontanamining company.

Nevertheless, several hourslater, Berger con-
firmed that hewill not break “thelegal certainty” that
was offered to the transnational company and said that
in future concessions, “nothing will be done if the
people do not want it.”
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Eusebio Juarez, of theAssociation of the Indig-
enous Groups of San Marcos, is sure that “not even a
fourth of the[local] population gained ajob withthemin-
ing company and only thosethat liveintheimmediate
areahavenoticed achangeintheir qudity of life.”

Alfredo deLeon, alegidator withthe New Na-
tionAlliance (ANN), also present at the protest, declared
that Congresswill review thereformsmadetotheMining
Law approved in 1996. Bishop Ramazinni, accompa-
nied by LaRueduring themarch, hasal so beenthetarget
of threatsfor hisopposition to themining operations|see
Pan to A ssassinate Ramazzini Uncovered aboveandin-
sert]. Anagent from Secretariat for AdministrativeAf-
fairsand Security (SAAS) wasat the bishop’ssidethe
entiretime. “It'smy responsibility tolook out for mysdlf,
duetotheseriousnessof thethreats,” declared the bishop.

HEALTH RIGHTS

Guatemalato Acquiesce on Data Protection
Issue

1/21/05 - By theend of next week, Guatemalaplansto
make good on itspromiseto the United Statesand other
partiesto the Central American Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA) tooffer fiveyearsof protectionfor clinica tria
dataused to securemarketing approval for patented drugs,
which the US hasargued Guatemalaisobligated to do
under thefreetrade deal. However, Guatemalahas not
yet decided which oneof three optionsit will useto settle
theissue.

In December, Guatemala's Congress approved
alaw that the US arguesessentially eliminatesthefive-
year clinical dataprotection period, allowing genericdrugs
to usethe datato secure marketing approval in Guate-
mala. TheUShaswarned that afailureto changethelaw
would delay congressiond consideration of Guatemaa's
participationin CAFTA.

Thefirst option Guatemalais considering would
be for Guatemalan President Oscar Berger toissuean
executiveorder implementing thedataprotectionlawina
way thet reingtatesthefiveyear protection periodfor clinicd
tria data. Whilethe Guatema an Congressadoptslaws,
the president isresponsiblefor issuing an executive or-
der, which detailshow thelaw will beimplemented.

A second potentid solutionisfor the Guatemaan
Congressto passalaw that reinstatesthefive-year data

protection period as spelled out under the country’s
CAFTA obligations.

Findly, Guatemaacouldratify thefreetrade pack-
age. Under thisthird option, the government could argue
that CAFTA isatreaty that trumpsdomestic law. Asa
result, thetreaty would reinstate data protection because
it wasratified after the data protection law the Guatema-
lan Congressoverwhemingly passed latelast month.

TheBush Administration arguesthat thelaw ap-
proved by the Guatemalan Congressessentially killsa
five-year period of dataprotection that Guatemalaused
to offer for patented drug companies’ clinical tria data. It
doesso by stipulating that Guatema awill offer fiveyears
worth of protectionto“new” pharmaceutical products,
according to afact sheet issued by the US Embassy in
Guatemda

However, thelaw definesnew productsasthose
that have never before received marketing approval in
Guatemalaand therest of the world, according to the
embassy. Thismeansthat unlessadrug secures market-
ing approval in Guatemal abefore coming onthe market
inany other country, including the country wherethedrug
isinvented, it would not receive thefive-year datapro-
tection period in Guatemala.

The CAFTA deal obligatescountriesto provide
fiveyear’'sworth of protectionfor clinical tria informa
tion used to secure approval for patented drugs. The
five-year period begins once the drug company with a
patent receives approval to market thedruginacountry
subject to thetrade agreement, which typically would be
theUS.

At issueiswhen companies producing generic
drugswill have accesstotheclinical trial dataused by
patented drugsto secure their own marketing approval.
Unlessgenericscan rely onthisinformation to demon-
strate that the drug they have manufactured issafe, they
must conduct their own tests, which generally provetoo
costly to pursue, NGO sources said. Generic companies
areadsoresponsiblefor provingtheir drugishbiologically
equivalent to the brand named drug in order to secure
marketing gpproval.

Meanwhile, House Democratswill likely express
opposition to theinclusion of dataprotection provisions
in the CAFTA by circulating a dear colleague letter,
sources said. According to these sources, imposing this
dataprotection reguirement on devel oping countriessuch
as Guatemalacould impedetheir accessto affordable
medicine.
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

PDH Requests Protection for Indigenous
Leaders
1/29/05 - The Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office
(PDH) requested precautionary measuresfromtheInter-
American Commission on Human Rightsto protect in-
digenousmayor, DOMINGA VASQUEZ andfiveother
leadersagainst arrest orders against them, according to
Ovidio Paz, fromthe PDH officein Solola

Themeasureisin responseto harrassment that
theleaderssuffered dueto their public oppositionto the
mining concessionsin Sololaon January 11, an event that
preci pitated the degth of one camepesino and caused sev-
erd injuries.

Persecution against theindigenousleadersvio-
lateshuman rightsand the collectiverightsof theMayan
population.

Ex-PACs Arrested for Abducting Journalists
1/27/05 - On January 26, former Civil Defense Patrol -
lers (Ex-PACs) Francisco Martinez L opez and Arnoldo
Rubein Cagtillo Méndez were arrested for their partici-
pation intaking four journalistshostagein October 2003.
The arrest warrant was issued by a court in
Huehuetenango, which hasten daysto sentencetheformer
patrollers. Fiveother arrest warrentsare pending.

Journdigsfromthedaily newspaper PrensalLibre,
Emerson Diaz, Alberto Ramirez, Fredy L opez, and Mario
Linares were taken hostage while en route to cover a
politicd raly by the Guatemal an Republic Front. Theex-
PA Csassaulted thejournaistsand demanded that in ex-
changefor their safereturn, thethen Portillo administra-
tion would haveto promi seto compensate the ex-patrol -
lersfor involvement in Guatemal a sthirty-six year armed
conflict.

PEACE ACCORDS

Creation of UN Human Rights Office Delayed
1/25/05 - Thecrestion of theofficeof the UN High Com-
missioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) hasbeen delayed
longer than expected. When asked the reason for the
delay in sending the agreement to Congress, despitethe
fact that it was scheduled to do so thisweek, foreign min-
ister Jorge Briz explained “ there are consultationsbeing
done”

European ambassadors, led by Holland’'sBeaTen
Tusscher, have placed the creation of the officeat thetop
of their priorities.

Theagreement had to be re-written dueto Con-
gressiona opposition, which questioned the publication
of agpecificreport regarding the human rightssituationin
the country. AntonioArenaesfromthe Guatemalan Re-
publican Front party, who wasthe main opponent of the
project, stated that the new agreement resolvesthe ma-
jority of hispreviousobjections.

OTHER INFORMATION

US Human Rights Group Demands Guatema-
lan Government Stop Violence

1/15/05 - The US based human rights group Network
for Peace and Devel opment in Guatemal aissued apress
releaseon January 15that called for the Guatema an State
to take action to stop the escal ating trends of violencein
Guatemda

According to Genera Coordinator Ralll Molina,
two recent eventsdemonstrate the unacceptable climate
of violencein Guatemala. Thefirst wastheexcessveuse
of policeand military force against campesino protesters
in Sololathat resulted in acampesino death. Thesecond
casewasthe assass nation of community leader Florentin
Gudiel Ramosin Santa L uciaCotzuma guapain Decem-
ber and the subsequent death threatsagaingt hisdaughter,
MakrinaGudiel. Molinastressed that the government
needsto uphold the 1996 Peace A ccords and vehemently
denouncehuman rightsabuses. Malinacadledfor peopleto
takeaction now, as2004 wasthemost violent year sncethe
armed conflict ended; therewere 1,960 violent deaths, of
which 527 werewomen.

In addition, the pressrel ease criticized the Gua-
temalan State' sfailureto protect therightsof itspeople.
It blamed part of the violence on state actors’ involve-
ment insocial cleansing campaigns, their abuse of power,
and excessiveuseof force. It aso attributed theviolence
to clandestinegroups, organized crime, and youth gangs
noting that thelater isaresult of larger socia problems
such aspoverty and marginaization.

Numerousdemandswereoutlined. It calledfor
theimmediate acceptance of UN support inthecreation
of CICIACStodiminate clandestinegroups. Regarding
citizen security, the pressrel ease stated that apublic fo-
rum should be held between Stateand diverse sectorsof
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civil society to propose sol utionsto citizen insecurity; this
forum should be presided over by aPeace and Harmony
Commission. Additionally, thejudicia system should be
strengthened sothat adequateresourcesareput into investi-
gating crimesand prosecuting thoseresponsible. Lastly, the
releasecalled for completion of agreementsspecifiedinthe
PeaceA ccords, including congtitutiond reforms, protection
of indigenousrights, reparationsfor victimsof theconflict,
andthestrengthening of civil society.

PDH Presents Report on Police Brutality
1/24/05 - The Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office
(PDH) presented the Interior Ministry with areport con-
cerning the policereportsfor 2004 charging police offic-
ersand prison guardswith humanrightsviolations.

Ombudsman Sergio M ora es noted the number
of policereported was 639, 607 of whom werereported
for only oneincident and thirty-two of whomwerere-
ported on more than one count. Six were reported to
have beeninvolvedin homocides. Of the 639 reported,
589 arefrom the National Civil Police (PNC) and fifty
arefromthepenitentiary system, explained Moraes.

The departmentswith thelargest number of re-
ports against police officers are Guatemalawith 311,
Escuintla, sixty; Retalhuleu, thirty-three; and Jalapa,
twenty-six. The department of Santa Rosa reported
twenty-three cases of human rightsviolationsby state
police; and Huehetenango and | zaba both registered sev-
enteen.

Among the most reported precincts were Pre-
cinct 34in Retalhuleu; Precincts11, 12, and 14 in Guate-
mala City; station 41 of Quetzaltenango; and the Villa
Nuevastation. Violationsalso took placeat the stations
in Coban and Sololdand at the Centro Preventivo for
men in zone 18 of Guatemala City, Moral es added.

PDH Presents Annual Report to Congress
1/27/05 - On January 27, Human Rights Ombudsman
(PDH) Sergio Morales presented hisannual report be-
foreasession of the Congress, in which he stressed that
in 2004 there had been no advancesin humanrights.

Inafull session of Congress, Moralesread his
report inlessthan twenty minutes, inwhich hereferred to
fundamental problemsthat have carried Guatemalan so-
ciety to highratesof violence.

The Ombudsman stated that the majority of the
basic rights of the Guatemal an people did not improve
during thefirst year of Oscar Berger’s presidency, and

during the period, many seriousviolationsof humanrights
werereported.

Among hisgravest concerns, Moradesmentioned
citizeninsecurity, discrimination, and theexistence of clan-
destinearmed groups. Regarding the subject of women,
Moralesstated, “thereisdiscrimination against women
which provokesmurders.”

He also expressed that therisein pricesduring
the previousmonthsandtherateof inflation areviolations
of economicrights.

Morales stressed the need for reintroducing the
PeaceAccordsinorder to resolve socia disputesandto
create new methodsto control firearms.

In addition to presenting the PDH report, Sergio
Moraescalled for thegovernment to hold anationa dia-
logue on human rights*to seewhat kind of country we
want.”

Progressive congressiona representative Nineth
Montenegro said that shefelt Moraes' report wasaccu-
rate, and Presidentia Human Rights Commissioner Frank
L aRue commented that thereisdeteriorationin citizen
security and anincreasein conflict, which heattributesto
theexistenceof illegal clandestinegroups.

Gang Presence Expands to Rural Areas
1/31/05 - According to gatisticsfrom the Nationd Civil
Police (PNC) gang activity has spread outside of Guate-
malaCity. Although Interior Minister CarlosVielmann
stated that it isdifficult to confirm the exact number of
youthsinvolvedin gang related activities, Satisticsfrom
theingtitution show apresenceof gangsinamost al de-
partmentsof thecountry. The presenceisespecialy noted
inthedepartmentsof Huehetenango with some 2,061 gang
members, Sololawith 474, and Quetzaltenango with 349
members. According to police statistics, thereare over
8,000 gang membersinthe country.

Gang memberstend to moveto all partsof the
country, Vielmann noted, partly dueto gang members
returningtotheir rura homesafter pursuing anunsuccessul
lifein GuatemdacCity.

According to Emilio Goubad, director of theAl-
liancefor the Prevention of Crime, theactual number of
gang membersin Guatemal acould exceed 160 thousand,
athough hediffersin opinionto Vidmannwith respect to
the cause for therise and spread of gang activity. The
sharp rise of incidencesin gang participationinthevil-
lagesand townsal over Guatemalaisduein part toram-
pant domestic violencethat breakshomesand families,
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said Goubad. They leave broken homesfor thestreetsin  turn, they look for acceptance by gang memberswho of -
search of some other alternative; with nowhereelseto  tenwelcomethem, heexplained.

{:\

1.

The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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