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GHRC’s New Initiative: The Human Rights
Defenders Relocation Program.

In 2008, more than 220 acts of aggression
were committed against human rights de-
fenders in Guatemala. These include
threats of harm, death threats, shootings,
kidnappings, and murders. In response to
urgent pleas from our partners, GHRC
now supports selected cases of defenders
who are forced to relocate within Guate-
mala.

When an individual is threatened or at-
tacked for his or her work in defense of
human rights, the entire family is often at
risk. Immediate removal from the region
where the threats were made is a short-
term, emergency solution to a long-term,
systemic problem. Our new relocation
program is meant to provide immediate
emergency support for defenders and
their families until the long-term prob-
lems of violence and impunity are solved.

You may have met the first recipient of
this program in November 2008, when
GHRC brought Manuel Calel Morales to
the US on a speaker’s tour. Manuel has
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received death threats over the past two
years that target him, his wife, and his
nine children. These threats have been
sent by text messages, phone calls, and
even two drive-by shootings (in May 2008
and April 2009 at his house in rural Gua-
temala).

Manuel’s worst fears be-
came reality on Tuesday,
February 17, 2009, when
his 17-year-old daughter
Juana was kidnapped on
her way to school.

Manuel is a Mayan community leader in
the small Mayan village of Lacama I, de-
partment of K’iché, in the central high-
lands of Guatemala. He and his commu-
nity are working on the exhumation of
mass graves there, to rebury their family
members in dignified graves and to docu-
ment the history of the internal armed
conflict that ravaged the area during the
80’s and 90’s. His work uncovers evi-

Rosenberg Case

On May 10, Guatemala was shaken
by a video accusing President Co-
lom and members of his staff of the
murder of a prominent lawyer.
GHRC supports a full investigation
by the CICIG into this complex
case. See page 12 for description of
the case and visit our website for
ongoing updates.

dence of massacres committed by state
forces. However, former soldiers and
PAC (Self Defense Patrol) members, re-
sponsible for the atrocities, also live in the
community and do not want the atrocities
uncovered.

Manuel’s worst fears became reality on
Tuesday, February 17, 2009, when his
17-year-old daughter Juana was kid-
napped on her way to school. She was
thrown into a car and driven out to a
field, where she was physically attacked
and interrogated. After several hours, she
was abandoned and thrown into a ditch of
muddy water. A farmer found Juana and
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GHRC Mission First Femicide Case Heard in the Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights

GHRC’s “For Women’s Right to Live” campaign
brought Rosa Franco to Washington, D.C. for her
hearing at the Inter-American Commission on Hu-
man Rights. Funds were provided through a generous
grant from V-Day, a global movement to stop vio-
lence against women and girls since 1998.

Founded in 1982, the Guate-
mala Human Rights Commis-
sion/USA (GHRC) is a non-
profit, nonpartisan, humani-
tarian organization that moni-
tors, documents, and reports
on the human rights situation
in Guatemala, advocates for
survivors of human rights
abuses in Guatemala, and
works toward positive, sys-
temic change.

Rosa was offered the option of a “Friendly Set-
tlement Agreement” to enter into negotiations
with the Guatemalan Government to agree
upon a list of demands. These could include
economic compensation, naming a street in
Guatemala City after her daughter, providing
forensic training of police investigators who
are the first to arrive on a murder scene,
among other possibilities.

On March 20, 2009, Rosa Franco testified at
her daughter’s hearing, the first femicide case
to be heard at the Inter American Commission
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on Human Rights (IACHR). She spoke with
emotion about the hardship her family has en-
dured and told the Commission, “I’m pleading
for justice in the case of my daughter.”

Eight years ago (December 16, 2001), Rosa’s
15-year-old daughter, Maria Isabel Franco,
disappeared in Guatemalan City. She was
raped, tortured, and murdered. Her
mutilated body was found several days
later. The case was never properly inves-
tigated and no one was ever bought to
trial.

In November 2006, the IACHR ac-
cepted a petition against the Guatemalan
government for having failed to ensure a
timely investigation in the murder of
Maria Isabel.

When the Guatemalan government

failed to convince witnesses to testify and au-
thorities were unable to provide any concrete
information about the investigation or prosecu-
tion of those responsible for the murder, the
case returned to the IACHR. In March 2009,
Commission lawyers condemned the govern-
ment’s inaction. During the hearing, represen-
tatives of the Guatemalan government publicly
recognized its failings, but said the lack of
proper investigation was “not because of lack
of will. We are dealing with systemic problems
that aren’t so easy to change.”

“l am not interested in economic reparations.
My daughter is gone. | want the murderers
held responsible so that they don’t repeat their
crimes. | want justice. | want to live in peace,”
Rosa said, after the hearing. “I have my sons,
but I miss my daughter. | don’t want other
mothers to have to go through this.”

GHRC Board President Kathy Ogle, Rosa
Franco, and GHRC Program Associate Kelsey
Alford-Jones.

In 2008, 722 women were violently mur-
dered. This number is far higher than the 590
reported in 2007, despite the new Law Against
Femicide and Other Forms of Violence Against
Women (passed by the Guatemalan Congress
in April 2008). Of the 722 reported cases of
femicide in 2008, only two have resulted in
sentencing.

See page 11 for more on Guatemala’s Law
Against Femicide
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Guatemalan Lawyer and Torture Survivor
Speaks Out on Behalf of Guatemala’sVictims ofViolence

Gladys Monterroso, lawyer, university
professor, Secretary General of a Guate-
mala political party, and wife of Human
Rights Ombudsman Sergio Morales, was
kidnapped in Guatemala City on Wednes-
day March 25 at 7am and released 13
hours later.

“Who accompanies the victims? The vic-
timizers are portrayed in the movies, in-
terviewed for the front page of the news-
paper. But the victims are invisible. | am
here to tell the story,” Gladys said, to a
crowd of 35 Guatemalan men and women
at the Chapina Bakery, in Hyattsville,
Maryland on April 8, 2009.

“I had a normal life. | taught classes at the
university, worked as Secretary for the
Encuentro por Guatemala party and Con-
gresswoman Nineth Montenegro, and re-
turned home to eat dinner with my
daughters. On Wednesday March 25, my
life was forever changed; marked as be-
fore and after that date.”

Three men in yellow hoods abducted
Gladys on the street in Guatemala City
early on a Wednesday morning. “It is nor-
mal for university students to wear col-

““l was given a gift from God.
I survived to tell my story.
Thousands of women in Gua-
temala have been brutally
murdered. | am here to tell
you what happened.”

ored hoods at this time of year, for the
Huelga de Dolores, thus I was not
alarmed when the men approached me.
They shoved me in a black car, blind-
folded me, forced some pills down my
throat with a bottle of liquor, and then
proceeded to tie my wrists and ankles.
They forced a gun against my temple and
then shoved it into my mouth. They
burned my arms and legs with cigarettes,

strangled me, beat me in the face, and
raped me. | must wait six months before |
can take the tests that will tell me
whether or not they gave me a fatal dis-
ease,” she said.

“Through my testimony, |
call upon the state authori-
ties to stop the orgy of blood
that the citizens of Guate-
mala live through every day,
that forces respectful citizens
to migrate because there are
no opportunities or solutions
here in the land where we
were born and raised.”

“The only thought in my mind was will |
ever see my daughters again? Will I ac-
company them on their wedding day, and
see their children? And now my question
is, why me? | didn’t do anything wrong,”
she said, staring across the GHRC office at
Sister Dianna Ortiz, who suffered similar
torture by the Guatemalan military in
1989.

“Now | understand how the millions of
victims of violence live in fear, victims of
the armed conflict and post-war Guate-
mala, and | know that | am not alone,” she
reflected.

This violent attack occurred just eleven
hours after the release of the first report
on the contents of the police archives. The
archives were discovered in 2005; over 11
million documents were cleaned,
scanned, and filed (of over 80 million
documents from the 1960-1996 conflict).

GHRC staff Kelsey Alford Jones, TASSC vol-
unteer Alice Zachmann, Gladys Monterroso,

The report includes information connect-
ing the Guatemalan National Police to
atrocities committed during the war.
Evidence from the report has already
helped in important cases, such as the first
arrest in a case of forced disappearance (of
the 47,000 disappearances during the con-
flict.) Four officers linked to death squads
have been accused of the 1984 disappear-
ance of Fernando Garcia, student leader
and husband of Nineth Montenegro. Two
were arrested on March 5, 2009.

“The day that | released the report, we
received death threats and a bomb threat,”
commented Human Rights Ombudsman
Sergio Morales. Luis Romero, investiga-
tor for the Ombudsman’s office in charge
of the Garcia case, was attacked 12 days
before. Gladys and Nineth appeared in a
photo on the front page of the newspaper
the day of the release, creating a per-
ceived link between Gladys and the Garcia
case. “The torture and the fact that no
ransom was demanded are indicative of
tactics utilized during the armed conflict,”
Morales said.

Morales spoke of Gladys’ courage and de-
termination to tell her story. He added,
“Our daughters decided to stay in Guate-
mala, despite the ongoing danger. We
will return to fight this battle against vio-
lence and impunity. We are here to tell
the US government, Congress, and the
Department of State that violence in Gua-
temala is forcing people to flee to the

GHRC director Amanda Martin, Human [ §

Rights Ombudsman Sergio Morales, Om-
budsman director Oswaldo Enriquez, Guate-

malan Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission Rita

Claverie, TASSC founder Dianna Ortiz, and
Blanca Vargas
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TheTragic Cycle of Poverty and Migration
GHRC’s March 2009 Delegation to Guatemala

In the US, the topic of immigration is
oversimplified, politicized, defined as a
problem, expressed through numbers
rather than human faces, and marginalizes
immigrants as “illegals.”

In Guatemala, migration is a question of
survival.

The GHRC delegation to Guatemala in
March 2009 gathered the following statis-
tics:

28,000 Guatemalans were deported
from the U.S. in 2008.

¢ 1.5 million Guatemalans are presently
in the U.S.; 80% of them undocu-
mented.

o Victims of ICE raids are detained an
average of 5-11 months in prison before
being deported.

«In 2008, Guatemalan immigrants in the
US sent U.S. $4.1 billion in remit-
tances, representing 10% of the Guate-
mala’s GDP.

The numbers are mind numbing. But the
human dimension is even more so. “The
phenomenon of Guatemalan migration
must not be reduced to statistics,” said
Bishop Mauro Verzeletti, Secretary of the
Commission for the Pastoral Care of Mi-
grants, of the Guatemalan Conference of
Catholic Bishops. “The innumerable hu-
man faces of children, youth, adults, and
the elderly do not allow us to remain in-
different,” he said.

GHRC’s delegation examined the sources
of the migration phenomenon, the push
factors, the impact on the families left be-
hind, and the impact on communities and
traditional Mayan culture when remit-
tances are sent home, and when family
members are deported.

The delegation visited three rural commu-
nities severely affected by migration and
heard personal testimonies of migration
and economic hardship.

An unforgettable meeting with 130 peas-
ant farmers and their families was held in
a local school auditorium in San Miguel
Duefias, Sacatepéquez. The majority of
the people present were deported from
Postville, lowa, where they worked at a
kosher meat packing plant. They shared
their personal trauma of detention and

Human Rights Ombudsman staff person
addresses the Postville deportees at GHRC
delegation meeting in San Miguel Duefias,
Sacatepéquez.

deportation, and the impact on their fami-
lies and survival back home.

The room buzzed with expectation. We
were surprised that several uninvited
guests were in attendance, including the
mayor, a representative of the Guatemala
human rights ombudsman’s office, a psy-
chologist from the First Lady’s rural de-
velopment program, the director of con-
sular services, and a representative from
the Golan private security firm (offering
security guard jobs to local people).

One of the community leaders outlined
the deportees’ concerns. “What we want
is justice,” he said, recalling their ordeal in
lowa. “We were treated as criminals, de-
nied our basic rights, our hands and feet
shackled to our waists, we were stripped
of our possessions and even our clothing,
forced to live in crowded cells for five
months, separated from our families, and
denied the right to appeal before an immi-
gration judge. We were told to declare
ourselves guilty of the federal crime of
identity theft, in order to get a five-month
sentence, instead of two years.”

1 ICE is U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Workers’ last paychecks have since been paid.

He added: “We were not guilty; the
Agriprocessors company gave us false So-
cial Security numbers in order to work.
We want to work. They owe us our last
paychecks, vacation pay, our taxes, and
damages for brutal and inhumane treat-
ment by ICE officers.”

A Mayan woman spoke up. “My husband
was imprisoned for five months after the
Postville raid,” she sobbed, balancing her
baby on her hip. Her husband returned
home to Guatemala in November 2008.
Two months later, he was struck by a bus
and killed. “My children and | are now
$7,500 in debt with 10% monthly inter-
est, and will soon lose our house and
land,” she said.

A Mayan woman added: “My husband is
missing. He was arrested during the Post-
ville raid 11 months ago, and I haven’t
heard anything since. Where is he?”

The discussion turned to the reasons Gua-
temalans migrate to the US. The president
of the Provisional Board of Directors of
the community of Postville Deportees
said: “There are no jobs here [in Guate-
mala]. Loans are given at 12% monthly

Continued on Page 5

The Postville Raid

On May 12, 2008, US immigra-
tion agents seized 389 undocu-
mented workers (including 290
Guatemalans) at the Agriproces-
sors food processing plant in
Postville, lowa. It was one of the

largest US immigration raids in
history. More than 260 workers
were charged as serious crimi-
nals for using false Social Secu-
rity numbers or residency pa-
pers, and most were sentenced
to five months in prison.
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Continued from page 4

interest. We earn $12.50 for a 100-pound
sack of freshly picked coffee. Every family
here has mortgaged their house and land
to pay the $6,000 fee to the coyote for pas-
sage to the US. Every time a Guatemalan
is deported, a family loses their home.”
And, he added: “Over 28,000 Guatema-
lans were deported last year. That means
28,000 families bankrupted.”

“We want work. We want
jobs with a dignified salary,
overtime pay, and health
care benefits. In Postville,
we worked 18-hour shifts
with no overtime, no bene-
fits, and no health insur-
ance.”

- Woman who was a victim of the
Postville raid speaks up at the
community meeting

A woman who was deported from Post-
ville asked: “If the Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA) allows Guatemala to send fruits,
coffee, gold, and other minerals to the U.
S., why doesn’t it allow for the free trade
of labor?”

Another woman who was a victim of the
Postville raid pointed out to the GHRC
delegation: “You come to Guatemala
with just a passport, no visa. Why can’t
we go to work in the US?”

She added: “We want work. We want
jobs with a dignified salary, overtime pay,
and health care benefits. In Postville, we
worked 18-hour shifts with no overtime,
no benefits, and no health insurance.”

At the conclusion of the meeting, dozens
of deported workers approached us, push-
ing scraps of paper into our hands. They
contained names, dates, paychecks and
vacation time owed, photocopies of na-
tional 1D cards of missing persons who
were incarcerated after the raid, and re-
quests for legal work permits to help pay

Poverty and Migration

off onerous debts incurred from the trip
north.

These papers were etched with pain, loss,
humiliation, degradation, and criminaliza-
tion of people living in dire poverty. Peo-
ple who simply want to work so that their
children won’t be condemned to suffer as
they have.

Since our delegation left Guatemala,
GHRC has remained in contact with the
group of Postville deportees. Many
haven’t had a steady job since they were
deported and are in danger of losing their
property or their house. The Guatemalan
government has provided only nominal
support, but taken no real action to pro-
vide economic relief for the community.
In May 2009, twenty of the women
(victims of the Postville raid) were
granted U visas, giving them legal status
to live and work in the US for four years
as non-citizen victims of crimes.

As we were leaving our meeting, a young
boy at the school was asked what he wants
to be when he grows up. He replied, “An
immigrant to the US. There are no jobs
here.”

That may be his fate. The United States
government continues to support free
trade agreements that devastate local
economies. Since CAFTA was imple-
mented in June 2006 in Guatemala, more

At the conclusion of the
meeting, dozens of deported
workers approached us,
pushing scraps of paper into
our hands.

than 200,000 jobs in the textile industry
have been lost, 11 trade unionists have
been murdered, factories have shut down,
and poverty (living on $2 a day or less)
has increased from 51% to 60% of the
population. The basic cost of food for a
family of five is $247 per month. The
minimum wage is $195 per month.

The pattern of forced migration has not
slowed and US immigration officials sim-
ply continue to detain and deport Guate-
malans at an alarming rate.

: \ Y\
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GHRC leads
delegations to
Guatemala twice
a year. Our
March delega-
tion focused on
US economic
policy and the
effects on immi-
gration. Our next
delegation oc-
curs in August
and will investi-
gate violence
against women
and femicide.

GHRC Immigration and
Trade delegation to Guate-
mala, March 2009.
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Detention and Deportation Do Not Address “Push Factors”

Big Business: Raids, Detention, and Deportation

= |ICE officials detain more than 300,000 men, women
and children each year.t

= Over half the nation’s 260 immigrant detention centers
are now privately owned and operated by Corrections
Corporation of America (CCA), whose stock more than
quadrupled from 2003 to 2008.2

= Imprisoning immigrants costs the U.S. government
$1.7 billion a year, twice the amount spent in 2003.

= For this fiscal year, ICE has budgeted enough to house
33,400 detainees on any given night - $250 million.

= It costs an average of $141 a night to house each de-
tainee. CCA earns $200 per night per detainee.

= 58% of detained immigrants went through immigration
proceedings without an attorney in fiscal year 2007.3

= OnJanuary 25, 2009, the U.S. detainee population was
32,000" 18,690 of these people had no criminal convic-
tion, and 400 of them had been in detention for a year
or more? In the past 15 years, the detainee population
has grown by over
500%.

GHRC calls for a renegotiation of CAFTA, an immediate halt to
ICE raids and deportations, cessation of the use of local Ameri-
can law enforcement to enforce federal immigration laws (287(g)
program), stopping the separation of undocumented workers
and their families, a halt to federal charges of identity theft for
undocumented workers, an end to racial discrimination against
undocumented workers, and respect for immigrant labor rights.

Profiles of Two Detention Facilities

T. Don Hutto Residential Center, Taylor, TX: 512 beds, former
prison, run under CCA, a for-profit corrections
company. The facility houses families awaiting immi-
gration or asylum hearings andirst opened in 2006, |
when children and parents alike were allowed out of [
their cells for just one hour a day. An ACLU lawsuit [
in August of 2007 greatly improved conditions, es-
pecially for children, and opened Hutto to immi-
grant rights organizations. The period of oversight
required by the suit ends in August of 2009, and
there are no guarantees that ICE will maintain the standards de-
manded by the ACLU.

“B-18,” Los Angeles, CA: originally in-
tended to house detainees for no more |
than 12 hours, now subject of a lawsuit by

the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU). Officials have kept detainees in
this basement facility with no water, soap,
change of clothes, hygiene products, or
showers, for weeks, getting around the
time limit by shuttling detainees to and
from jails on evenings and weekends. Detainees are
kept 50 or more per cell and denied basic
due-process rights such as ac-
cess to mail or to an
attorney, not to
mention basic
sanitation and
medical care.

Detention and Deportation Do Not Address “Push Factors”

« Violence: over 6,000 people were violently murdered in
2008; this is over 4 times the world average of 7 murders per
100,000 people.

o Impunity: 98% of all crimes go unpunished
e Poverty: 56% live on $2 per day or less.

e Lack of land rights: 50% work in agriculture, but 92% of the
farmers cultivate only 22% of the land.

« Rising prices: in 2008, prices rose an average of 14% while
minimum wage remained $6.50 per day, $130 per month. An

L Amnesty International 2009 report “Jailed Without Justice”
2CNN Money
3 Executive Office for Immigration Review, of the US Dept. of Justice

estimated $450 per month is needed for a family of 5 for food,
health, and education.

e Lack of jobs: 75% of laborers work in the informal economy,
with no job security, health care, time off, or overtime pay.

e US economic policy: free trade agreements such as CAFTA
have decimated local economies and food security, granted
multi-nationals tax-exempt status, prioritized profits over
people, and negated indigenous land rights and has failed to
enforce existing labor rights

* Immigration and Customs Enforcement database
* Associated Press, March 15, 2009 Michelle Roberts “US: Immigrants Face
Detention”
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Thousands March in Support of Immigrant Rights

On Friday, May 1, tens of thousands of
people marched for immigrant rights in
demonstrations across the US. The
marches and rallies called for legalization
of the undocumented, an end to the raids
and deportations and maintaining family

unity.

The march in Washington, DC drew sev-
eral thousand people from a broad array
of backgrounds. Individuals and families
from Latino communities, a large number

of trade unionists and individuals from the
Asian and African American communities,
and others marched from Malcolm X Park
to the White House. The march con-
cluded at Lafayette Park in front of the
White house with an energetic rally. A
wide variety of speakers demanded com-
prehensive immigration reform, including
an end to using local police forces for im-
migration control (287(g) program), and
a viable pathway to citizenship for immi-
grants.

GHRC staff marched with the masses
while GHRC board president Kathy Ogle
interpreted on stage.

The simultaneous marches in Milwaukee
(20,000 people), Los Angeles (10,000),
Chicago (5,000), Detroit (5,000) and

over one hun-
dred other cit-
ies focused on
President
Obama’s cam-
paign promise
to over 12 mil-
lion undocu-
mented immi-
grants in the
US to provide a
path to citizen-
ship through
immigration
reform during
his first year in
office.

Obama has since taken a step back

from the immigration issue. On April 9,
2009 his staff said that immigration re-
form might not happen this year. He has,
however, invited members of Congress to
the White House for a June 8th meeting
to highlight immigration reform to discuss

policy.

Left and above: May 1 March, Washington, DC

families depend on remittances; each per-
son deported represents a family whose
primary source of income is cut off. The
$6,000 smuggling fee with a 10%
monthly interest then becomes an enor-
mous burden in a country where 75% of
the population works in the informal

economy without guarantee of even the
Meanwhile, over 10,000 Guatemalanim- ~ minimum wage.
migrants have been deported already this

year. An estimated 30% of Guatemalan

Immigrants’ Economic Contribution to the US

< Granting legal status to current undocumented immigrants
would provide a net benefit of $407 billion to the Social Security
system over 50 years.*

< Undocumented workers who gained legal status in 1986 paid
more in taxes and spent more as their wages increased by 15%
over five years.

< Immigrant labor increases the US Gross Domestic Product by
$37 billion each year?

< Latino purchasing power in the US totaled $509.1 billion in
2008 and is expected to increase to $1.4 trillion in 2013.3

1 National Foundation for American Policy
2 White House Council of Economic Advisors
3 Immigration Policy Center
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Manuel Calel is First Receipient of Relocation Program

Continued from page 1

called firefighters, who arrived and con-
tacted her family.

Manuel made his first call to GHRC direc-
tor Amanda Martin to report the crime.
Martin called the Guatemalan Presidential
Commission on Human Rights to begin an
immediate investigation of the case. The
coordinator of protection for defenders
immediately contacted Manuel. A mental
health team from the Archbishop’s office
on human rights provided a psychologist
for Juana for the next few weeks. Manuel
traveled to the capital city of El K’iché to
report the crime at the public prosecutor’s
office and to reconstruct the scene of the
crime with the public prosecutor’s team.

“It is of vital importance to
get the family out of the vil-
lage immediately.”

- Claudia Samayoa,UDEFEGUA
director, on Manuel’s situation

After Juana’s kidnapping, Manuel contin-
ued to receive threatening calls and was
told where he could find the body of his
daughter. Fortunately, she had already
been found, alive.

Two days later, GHRC interns at Ameri-
can University in Washington, DC organ-
ized a fundraiser to raise over $600 for
Juana to enroll in a new school in Guate-
mala City, which she did two weeks later.

Why did this happen to Manuel’s daugh-
ter? The men who kidnapped Juana did
not ask for a ransom. According to
Manuel, they see his role as conflict me-
diator as supporting the kidnapping rings
and defending criminals in the village, and
so they sought revenge against him
through the abuse of his daughter. Some
believe it was retaliation for an incident
the day before Juana was kidnapped;
Manuel and Juana had gone to the public
prosecutor’s office to demand a full inves-
tigation into the recent kidnappings and
“linchamientos” (acts of community jus-
tice/vigilantism) in a nearby village. Two

men had been caught kidnapping a woman
and her daughter; they were dragged
down to the village square, doused with
kerosene, and set on fire.

Since he is a community conflict resolu-
tion arbitrator, Manuel was called in to
mediate the situation. But by the time he
arrived, the men were dead. “This has to
stop,” Manuel told GHRC. “There is no
state presence in these villages; people are
fed up with crime. They have taken mat-
ters into their own hands, without due
process or rule of law.”

Claudia Samayoa, Coordinator of the Gua-
temalan Unit for the Defense of Human
Rights Defenders, stressed that there are
no Guatemalan govern-

Today, Manuel is working at a fruit and
vegetable market in the city to feed his
family. He works several days a week,
lifting boxes of produce, at the minimum
wage (US$6 per day). This does not pro-
vide enough money for him to support his
family.

Manuel is the first recipient of our Human
Rights Defenders Relocation Program

grant and will receive funds to cover three
months of rent, food, and education costs.

Please make a donation today to help feed and house
Manuel and his large family; write a check to GHRC
with “HRD relocation program” in the subject line.
Thank you for your generosity.
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Labor Leaders Become
Prime Target in 2009

The Unit for the Protection of Human
Rights Defenders in Guatemala
(UDFEGUA) recently released their pre-
liminary report for January to April 2009.
According to the report, 94 threats and at-
tacks were carried out against human rights
defenders. If this rate continues, 2009 will
be a very difficult year for human rights
activists in Guatemala. (Five more attacks
are yet to be verified for this period; if con-
firmed, the number of attacks will be
greater than for the same period last year.)

January to April 2009, farmers and truth
activists were most often targeted, but the
labor movement saw an increase of 250%
in aggressions. Human rights activists com-
prised 57% of the victims of targeted ag-
gressions, an increase of 11%.

During the armed conflict, 14
people were killed each day. It
is estimated that in 2009, the
number will reach 20 per day.
Is this post-conflict?

- Sergio Morales
Human Rights Ombudsman

The methods of attack have changed from
previous years; in 2009, there has been an
increase in the number of threats via text
messages and phone calls. More troubling,
however, are the assassinations. Five human
rights defenders were assassinated in March
and April, bringing the total for the first
four months to eight, the vast majority
from the labor movement. The majority of
aggressions took place in and around the
capital, though these last five assassinations
of labor activists occurred in Quezal-
tenango.

Finally, there was an increase in the per-
centage of female human rights defenders
attacked,; for this period, 25% of the threats
and attacks were committed against
women.

Read the complete UDEFEGUA report on our website.

Plant aTree Today

Who speaks for the trees in Guatemala?
The deforestation of Guatemala affects
the land, people, food supply, and water
sources. The country has lost 66 % of its
forest cover, and contin-
ues to lose an additional
2% each year. The heavy
use of firewood for cook-
ing contributes to ongoing
deforestation, as does the
use of agricultural land for
monocropping of COM, o ents olant
sugarcane, and African seedlings in
palm for biofuel produc-  Quetzaltenango
tion.

GHRC supports reforestation in Guate-
mala through tree sales. Many of you have
purchased a tree to honor your family
members and friends on Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day, birthdays, and for holiday
gifts. Your trees are planted in Guate-
mala through ICAmigos, whose reforesta-

tion project plants thousands of trees
including alder, cypress, and pine.

The work at the tree nursery involves
local schools, community
members, and foreign volun-
teers. ICA also hosts special
# events to promote environ-
mental awareness and recy-

b cling. Collecting seeds,
transplanting, and caring for
trees is a group effort.

Support reforestation and GHRC: buy a
tree today. The cost is $15 per tree.
Please email ghrc-usa@ghrc-usa.org or call
(202) 529-6599 to order trees. Custom-
ize the greeting in the card for special oc-
casions. , :

Trees at the ICA
nursury wait to be
planted.

Monterroso Speaks Out

Continued from Page 3

Gladys spoke of the much-needed support
for Guatemalans fleeing violence who mi-
grate north. “Through my testimony, |
call upon the state authorities to stop the
orgy of blood that the citizens of Guate-
mala live through every day, that forces
respectful citizens to migrate because
there are no opportunities or solutions
here in the land where we
were born and raised.”

Monterroso asked President
Obama to express solidarity
with his Guatemalan broth-
ers and sisters by providing
aid to decrease poverty and
violence, and to grant legal
status for the 1.5 million
Guatemalans living and
working in the US in to mitigate poverty
in Guatemala.

“Violence in Guatemala is indiscriminate;
7,000 people are killed each year, and
impunity is so high that the UN had to
create a special commission to address it,”

“| speak out in order
to break the silence
and impunity, to put
an end to the uncon-
trollable violence in
Guatemala that
forces thousands to
migrate to the US.”

Monterroso said.

“| speak out in order to break the silence
and impunity, to put an end to the uncon-
trollable violence in Guatemala that forces
thousands to migrate to the US,” she said.

The Guatemala Human Rights Commis-
sion sent faxes with over 330 of your sig-
natures, demanding an im-
mediate investigation of the
crime in order to identify,
process, and sentence the
material and intellectual au-
thors. We demand that the
necessary steps be taken to
dismantle the criminal struc-
tures that obstruct citizens’
rights, liberties, and guaran-
tees under the Guatemalan
Constitution. We also demand protection
for Gladys and the PDH staff and their
families, and protection for the Police
Archives.

Gladys Monterroso will be on speaker’s tour
with GHRC this fall. See page 14 for details.
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Voiceless Speak

Healing Through Creativity and Fighting for Justice

By Voiceless Speak Recipient Mario Avila

Several years ago, 1990 to be exact, | ar-
rived in the U.S. and settled in East Los
Angeles. | came from the armed conflict
in my country of Guatemala, and | arrived
in a great deal of physical and emotional
pain. My close friends had died in the con-
flict and others had been disappeared, in-
cluding my family members. Some of my
family fled to Canada where they were
given political asylum. There my mother
and a brother both died.

Thus when | stepped into the ordinary
world of Americans, | found myself very
disoriented, although I was very clear
about my political ideals. I was lucky to
have found a compafiera who supported
me, and with her we raised two daugh-
ters. There were moments of crisis given
that | had immersed myself for so many
years in the struggle for justice for my
people, and here in this country | knew no
one and had no contact with others in-
volved in social justice.

My experience is that when
some lights are extinguished
we have the power to light
them again. | say this because
despite the fact that | was bru-
tally tortured, | survived to
continue to fight for true jus-
tice.

Fortunately, after some time, | meta
group of Salvadorans who were in solidar-
ity with the struggle for justice in their
own country. | made a commitment to
collaborate with them in helping them
raise awareness among the Salvadoran
community regarding the injustices in El
Salvador. Through these ties | was put in
contact with those in the Guatemalan
community who were also doing solidar-
ity work. My contact with them was ini-

tially very frus-
trating because
| found a great
deal of political
division among
them. Yet |
came to realize
that the work
of solidarity

| Was more im-
portant than
the internal
problems of these organizations.

MARIO
o™

Some time later, | met a group of Mexi-
can and Salvadoran artists. Some were
poets, others painters, and also musicians.
My contact with them was very healing
since the internal conflicts among my own
people were physically and emotionally
draining. These creative people were my
support, and provided a means to share
our struggle for justice gy
in Guatemala. | was able |

to express my experi-
ences by means of my
paintings, which por-
trayed the horror of the &
massacres in my coun- |
try. I also dedicated time |
to inform others about |
the historical memory of
Guatemala and of Cen-
tral America in general.
This has been my work
with the universities.

And having come to

know the work of TASSC and GHRC
some years back, | now also work to dis-
seminate information regarding torture
and its causes. | wish to emphasize that
the contact with these two groups has
served as my base of emotional support. |
now have many connections, and | col-
laborate with many compaiieros from this
country organizing to close the School of
the Americas located at Ft. Benning,
Georgia.

[ wish to emphasize that the work that |
do here in California is owed in no small
part to the moral and financial support
that | have received from the Voiceless
Speak Grant. | deeply appreciate this sup-
port, and | also wish to make a call to
those of you who provide financial sup-
port that you continue to do so. Rest as-
sured that your contribution is of great
benefit to the promotion of human rights
in various parts of Latin America.

My experience is that when some lights
are extinguished we have the power to
light them again. | say this because that
despite the fact that | was brutally tor-
tured, I survived to continue to fight for
true justice. | believe that | will continue
in this struggle until the criminal and cor-
rupt military element from my country
are brought to justice in a national or

A piece of Mario’s artwork

international tribunal and charged with
war crimes. My brief article is written in
memory of all the fallen of Guatemala,
and my fervent hope is that all in Guate-
mala one day enjoy the riches of our
country. My profound respect for the
Mayan people.

Los Angeles, CA
May 19, 2009
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Seeking 09/10Voiceless Speak Fund Applicants

The Fund

Many Guatemalans survivors of human rights abuses have fled to
the United States. They have suffered deeply in many ways, not
the least of which is their inability to go back to the their home-
land because they would likely face more repression upon re-
turning to Guatemala.

Some Guatemalans who have survived a great deal of suffering
and anguish are willing to speak out in the US about their experi-
ences. Often what prevent them from doing so are financial
limitations.

It is for this reason that since 1987 GHRC/USA has encouraged
Guatemalans in the US speak truth to power through the Voice-
less Speak program. GHRC/USA provides direct assistance to
Guatemalans in the U.S. who:

* Have suffered human rights abuses in Guatemala;

* Are in financial need;

* Are engaged in Guatemala human rights work under the aus-
pices of a human rights group or other appropriate organization,
or have demonstrated an ability and desire to do such work.

In practical terms, this program is meant to help those with per-
sonal knowledge of human rights violations in Guatemala relate
their experiences to the many in the US who are unaware of the

situation, its root causes, and its current conditions. The funds
are to be used by the individual for her or his living expenses
and/or those of her or his child(ren). This may include: rent,
food, medical care, child care, English language classes, transpor-
tation, etc.

Application and Selection

Detailed guidelines and applications are available on our web-
site . GHRC will be accepting applications through the month of
June.

A selection committee made up of GHRC board members and
staff has drawn up guidelines and will administer the grants. As-
sistance will in no way be considered payment for services to
GHRC. GHRC considers applications from Guatemalans living
in any part of the country who are working with an organization
that publicizes the human rights situation in Guatemala to the US
public.

Apply or nominate someone today!
Please visit our website for eligibility
requirements, or call the office for
more information.

Guatemala’s Femicide Law: Progress Against Impunity?

On May 12, 2009, GHRC hosted a wine
and cheese fundraiser at the Stewart Mott
House on Capitol Hill and released a re-
port on Guatemala’s Law Against Femi-
cide and Other Forms of Violence Against
Women. Intern Christina Hayes re-
searched the topic and presented the re-
port to event participants.

The report, Guatemala’s Femicide Law: Pro-
gress Against Impunity? attempts to answer
the questions:

- Why does femicide exist in Guatemala?
- How did it begin?

- What are the components of the law?

- How has the law impacted the current
levels of violence against women?

The new law defines four types of vio-
lence against women: femicide, physical/
sexual, psychological, and economic. It

sets specific prison terms for each, ranging
from 5-50 years. It also establishes spe-
cialized judicial courts and a Crimes Against
Life Unit, charged with reviewing and in-
vestigating cases of gendered violence.
The State pledged US$1 million for the
Centers of Integral Support for Female
Survivors of Violence (CAIMU) under the
supervision of the National Coordinator
for the Prevention of Domestic Violence
and Violence Against Women.

A year after its successful passage, the
Femicide Law has yet to be implemented
fully. The number of women murdered in
2008 was higher than ever before.

By criminalizing violence against women,
the law reflects a gradual shift in the
perception of women. The CAIMU have
been providing much-needed shelter,
medical care, and therapy to female

victims of domestic violence and their
children.

To date, there have been two convictions
under the law. In February of 2009,
Calixto Simon Cum was sentenced to five
years in prison for repeated domestic vio-
lence. In May 2009, William Alarcon
Melgar was sentenced to 30 years in
prison for killing his wife.

The law’s focus on prosecution — not
prevention and rehabilitation — may be
too narrow to create the kind of compre-
hensive results advocates hope for, espe-
cially with cases of domestic violence.

GHRC'’s recommendations, based on in-
formation from our Guatemalan partner
organizations, can be found in the full re-
port and executive summary, both avail-
able on our website.
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Father Seeking Justice for Son’s Murder:
Amilcar Méndez, Human Rights Defender for 25Years

By Amanda Martin

Amilcar Méndez Urizar’s living room
walls are covered in human rights awards
and photographs of martyred and de-
ceased human rights defenders embracing
him with broad smiles. Amilcar’s family
hosted GHRC staff in their home, telling
the story of Pepe (José Emanuel), Amil-
car’s beloved 28-year-old son who was
killed in August 2007. I sat next to Pepe’s
widow and 9-year-old twin children, who
pointed out pictures of their father in the
family photo album. “We will never be
the same again. Pepe was our life, our
joy. Our family died when he was mur-
dered,” said Miriam, Pepe’s mother. “We
just have to keep fighting. | am studying
to be a human rights lawyer,” said Ana
Maria, Pepe’s sister.

Amilcar came to Washington, D.C. to
bring the issue of impunity, a broken judi-
cial system, and lack of protection for hu-
man rights defenders to the US Congress.
We met with Congressional offices, the
Department of State, and several human
rights organizations to ask for a thorough
investigation and sentencing of the intel-
lectual authors of the crime.

““I am dedicated to
spending each of my
waking hours to seek
justice for the murder
of my son.”

- Amilcar Méndez

“First they said that Pepe’s wife had a
lover, and the lover killed Pepe. Next
they said that Pepe had a boyfriend, who
killed Pepe in a crime of passion. The rea-
son Pepe was killed is because he was do-
ing his job. He was an air traffic controller
at the Guatemala City airport. He refused
to allow an unscheduled plane (carrying
Colombian cocaine) to land; it had to take
a detour to the Petén. The drug traffickers
expecting the shipment were very angry

and killed Pepe in revenge for the loss of
their cargo,” Amilcar explained.

In January of 2008, Amilcar and his family
organized a two-day hunger strike to pro-
test the thousands of violent deaths in
Guatemala that go
un-prosecuted. In
June 2008 a trial
court issued a
guilty verdict and
20-year prison
sentence to
Pepe’s co-worker
and passenger at
the time of the
shooting; how-
ever, three
months after this
decision, an ap-
pellate court de-
clared the case a
mistrial. The Méndez family has now
taken the case to the Guatemalan Su-
preme Court, still seeking justice for their
son and for all Guatemalans who struggle
for their rights in a country with 98% im-
punity. “I cannot take my case to the In-
ter-American Commission on Human
Rights until | have exhausted the legal
channels in Guatemala. This will take
time,” Amilcar explained. However, we
did meet with the IACHR during his visit.
As we waited in the lobby for our meet-
ing, almost everyone who entered the
building knew Amilcar on a first name
basis.

Amilcar is internationally recognized for
his dedication to the fight for human
rights in Guatemala. “My father was the
mayor of K’iché. He was thrown out in
1954 during the CIA coup in Guatemala.
Since then | have been fighting for indige-
nous rights,” Amilcar said.

Amilcar was a primary school teacher for
23 years. In 1988 he founded the Council
for Ethnic Communities, “We Are All
Equal” or CERJ, a Mayan organization

Amilcar Méndez and GHRC director Amanda Martin
during his trip to Washington, DC

that promotes the defense of human
rights. In 1990 he received the Robert F.
Kennedy Human Rights Award and the
Carter-Menil Human Rights Prize for his
humanitarian work in the midst of Guate-
mala’s internal armed conflict.

Due to kidnap-
ping and death

raids on his

“F home, Amilcar
5 went into exile
1| four times in
| Canada, the US,
| and Mexico be-

Guatemalan
Congress in
1995. He served from 1996 to 2000 on
several committees, including the Human
Rights Committee in 1997.

“l am dedicated to spending each of my
waking hours to seek justice for the mur-
der of my son,” Amilcar said, as we said
goodbye. “When I next see you in Guate-
mala, things will be better,” he smiled
hopefully.

GHRC's joint lobbying efforts
with Amilcar, WOLA and UDE-
FEGUA Coordinator Claudia
Samayoa resulted in a letter
from Representative Eliot Engel,
Chairman of the House Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee. The
letter urges Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton to focus
greater attention and resoures
on Guatemala, including: support
for judicial and police reform,
support for the CICIG, and youth
gang prevention programs.
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Goldman Book Event on 11t Anniversary of Bishop Gerardi’s Murder

GHRC hosted a book launch for the Span-
ish version of “The Art of Political Mur-
der: Who Killed the Bishop?” on April 22,
marking the 11t anniversary of the mur-
der of Bishop Juan Gerardi.

The book, which was published in English
in 2007, was named by the New York
Times as one of the hundred most notable
books of that year. Author Francisco
Goldman spoke to a crowd of over 100
people at American University. Goldman
spent several years investigating the case
in Guatemala and reflected on the courage
of those who continue to pursue justice to
bring the criminals to trial.

Four
convictions
were made in
2001 in the
precedent
setting case of
Bishop Gerardi;
it was the first
time that members of the military had
faced trial before civilian courts. Three
army officers were convicted of his
murder and sentenced to 30-year prison
terms, and a priest was sentenced to 20
years. The case continues; another 13
military officials are being investigated.

GHRC Booklaunch

“The International Commission against
Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) could be
a great help in continuing with the case,”
assured Goldman, who confirmed that the
book will be sold in Guatemala in upcom-
ing months. “With such high levels of im-
punity in Guatemala, the international
community plays an important role. With
the involvement of the CICIG, the judges
will have greater protection, and be able
to make advancements in the case,” he
said.

“The Murder of Monsignor Gerardi shows
that truth overcomes fiction. Guatemalans
can really get in-depth knowledge on how
the Presidential Guard operated,” said
Goldman during the event.

The Spanish version includes an epilogue
with new information explaining the
fierce political propaganda and reaction to
the book. So many versions of “the truth”
of the murder circulated among the pub-
lic; Goldman addresses several of these,
including the publication of another book
with the same name, in Spanish, distrib-
uted on DVD for free on the streets of
Zone 1 in Guatemala City (charging that
Goldman’s version is fabricated). In the
epilogue, Goldman clarifies the role of
Otto Pérez Molina (retired general and
2007 presidential candidate) and Guate-
mala City mayor Alvaro Arz(.

GHRC Director
Amanda Martin said
“Goldman’s book
helps to keep this case
alive. The courage of [SHSESS
the Archbishop’s Of- ‘
fice on Human
Rights, and the team IS

with whom they Francisco Goldman
work, is an inspiration to the families
whose testimonies are told in the Histori-
cal Memory Project, for which Bishop
Gerardi was killed. This book knocks a
crack in the wall of impunity in Guate-
mala.”

Gerardi Case Makes Slow Progress

By Mario Domingo, ODHAG lawyer
April 21, 2009

On April 7, 2005, when the legal case on
the brutal murder of Monsignor Gerardi
was in one of its final phases, Public
Prosecutor Jorge Garcia decided to move
forward with a deferred court order to
gain entrance to the facilities of what used
to be the headquarters of the Presidential
High Command (EMP). Previous efforts
had been met with denials, evasion, or
delays by the military.

The situation looked promis-

damaging information, true or false, is
used by the candidates to weaken their
adversaries); b) the foramtion of the
CICIG; and c) the publication of the book
The Art of Political Murder by Francisco
Goldman. The Attorney General ruled
that the Special Prosecutor”s Office on the
case should be established once again.

Since then, the investigation has moved
forward. More than 100 possible wit-

nesses have been interviewed, including
many former members of the EMP. We
now have a clear idea of what happened
on the night of the crime, and

ing, but the day after the re-

there are new elements that shed

uest was made, on April 8, 1 niS workiis a light on this terrible event. New
2005, the Attorney General of 900d example suspects have been identified
the country and Chief of the ~ Of how all who appear to be inextricable
Public Ministry, Juan Luis Flo-  Crimes can be from the p|0t’ there is now an
rido, ordered the complete solved if tire- idea of who the material authors

dismantling of the Prosecutor’s
Office. Later we discovered

less efforts are
made to do so.

of the crime might have been...
And the plot has thickened.

that Luis Leal, the head of
SAAS (Civilian Presidential
Security Agency), was the nephew of
General Otto Pérez Molina.

About three years went by without any
further investigation on the Gerardi case.
Three lost years. But adversity doesn’t last
forever when you are persistent in search-
ing for truth. We believe that three fac-
tors have allowed a new turning point: a)
the presidential elections (a time when

We know that progress would
not have been possible without the help of
those who have worked so hard to get at
the truth, such as Francisco Goldman and
people like Jorge Garcia (and his entire
enthusiastic team) at the Public Ministry .
Of course, there is still much to do, but
this work is a good example of how all
crimes can be solved if tireless efforts are
made to do so.

Page 13



The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA

Human Rights UPDATE

RECENT HEADLINES

March 15

Mojomayas youth members hit by truck from Hydroelectric
company in Santa Avelina, San Francisco, El K’iché, where a hy-
droelectric dam is scheduled to be built. Indigenous resistance,
blocking of highway.

March 25

Gladys Monterroso, lawyer, university professor, mother, and
wife of Guatemala Human Rights Ombudsman is victim of kid-
napping, torture, and rape in Guatemala City.

Coordinated bus attacks in Guatemala City leave several busdriv-
ers dead and kill a two-month-old baby.

March 26

Rios Montt’s son, retired general Enrique Rios Sosa, former
chief of military finances, placed under house arrest for stealing
US$15 million under ex-President Portillo.

In reponse to March 25 bus attacks, US Ambassador McFarland
announces that US will support Guatemala with a special anti-
gang program, training and equipment for 80 police officers.

March 26

Ramiro Choc, indigenous leader, sentenced to eight years in

prlson for sedition, land usurping, robbing, and holding 19 police
24 Officers hostage. The K’ekchi community is

P fighting for land reform. Choc is accused of ter-

rorism with no evidence against him. He was

captured February 14, 2008 in Izabal.

April 1
Two gunmen on a motorcycle shot and killed Rolando Santis,
42, areporter for Telecentro Trece televi- oy —
sion, and seriously wounded Juan Antonio de Rt
Leon Villatoro, a camera operator. Santis is
the fourth Guatemalan journalist killed in the
past 12 months. During the same time 13
journalists were assaulted and ten received
death threats.

The November 2008 murder of 15 Nicaraguans and one Dutch
man has resulted in arrest warrants issued for 11 members of a
cocaine and arms trafficking ring, at least one of whom is a mem-
ber of the Guatemalan National Police.

April 2

Former “Crimes against Life” Prosecutor Alvaro Matus released
on parole, under house arrest. Matus was accused of conspiracy
and obstruction of justice in the investigation into the assassina

tion (April 2008) of the former advisor to the government, Vic-
tor Rivera. He was exonerated of those charges and will be tried
for abuse of power and incompliance with his duties.

April 14

Norma Cruz, director of the Survivors Foundation, holds a pro-
test to stop illegal adoptions and to ensure respect for the rights
of children and mothers

April 15
State representatives sign a national agreement for security and
justice, pledging to take 101 concrete actions to improve security

April 30-May 3

Human rights workers from SEDEM (Association for the Study
and Promotion of Security under Democracy) and UDEFEGUA
(Human Rights Defenders Protection Unit) receive at least 40
threatening text messages and report surveillance by unknown,
armed men.

May 1

On International Workers’ Rights Day, adults and children
march in Guatemala city demanding jobs and an end to the vio-
lence, in conjunction with 164 cities across the US demanding
immigration reform and a halt to raids and deportations.

May 10

Prominent lawyer Rodrigo Rosenberg murdered in Guatemala
City. At his funeral, 150 copies of a video are distributed. In it,
he accuses President Colom, First Lady Sandra Torres, and Presi-
dential Secretary of his murder, provoking national protests in
favor of and against the President. The CICIG (U.N. Commis-
sion Against Impunity in Guatemala) is investigating, as well as
the FBI.

May 13-15

Norma Cruz, director of the Survivor’s Foundation receives
three death threats by phone due to her work on a legal case in-
volving José Santos, who is accused of murdering his wife.

May 18
Father Lawrence Rosebaugh, 74, of Milwaukee, W1 was shot to
death in Playa Grande, Guatemala. Two men B
assaulted him and four other Oblates in a car-
jacking.

[See our website for a more detailed
biography of Father Lawrence Rosebaugh.]
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Human Rights UPDATE

LAWS & INVESTIGATIONS STATISTICS
March 31: Arms and Munitions Law approved in Congress, *From January to March 2009, 1.038 people were murdered in
which stipulates new crimes for carrying and selling firearms Guatemala, the majority in Guatemala City and Quetzaltenango.

(among other things) and limits the number of weapons and bul-
lets citizens can purchase. The law was highly controversial and *As of May 19, 2009, 68 bus drivers and attendants have been

was debated for years before its passage killed in Guatemala this year.
April 21: Access to Information Law passed (to ensure public *May 20: Over 10,000 Guatemalans have been deported from
access to expenditures of public funding, including salaries of the US since January 1, 2009.

government employees).

EVENTS ano ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALENDAR

Stay Informed
June 25-28: TASSC Survivor’s Week Visit our website

and sign up for
August 1-16: GHRC leads delegation to Guatemala to investigate violence against women our list serve to

and femicide. receive urgent
actions, event in-
October 18-31: GHRC Speaker’s Tour with Gladys Monterroso. See below for details. vitations, and
other important
information.

Fall Speakers Tour Oct. 18-31 with...
Gladys Monterroso

A Guatemalan torture survivor speaks out on
violence, impunity, and

Hear Gladys speak in: “The Day that C

Virginia,

Maylard, My Llfe Forever

Pennsylvania,

New York, See our website for dates and venues. If you would like
Rhode Island, and to host an event for the tour, please contact our office.
Massachussettes
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