GUATEMALA

HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSION/USA

VOICELESS SPEAK FUND
Guidelines for 2015 Application
Application Deadline
July 20, 2015
Grant Amount
Up to $5,000 can be assigned to individuals who qualify for a period of one year. Funds will be disbursed in September of 2015.
Requirements 

The applicant must be either:

(1) a Guatemalan who is actively working or will work to educate a US audience about human rights conditions in Guatemala, 
Or
(2)  a Guatemalan who is organizing or will organize activities in their community in the United States to improve human rights conditions for Guatemalans. 

The individual must be associated with a committee or organization that is involved with or working for a human rights group, or other organization that can help the individual in their activities. The organization, however, will NOT act as a fiscal sponsor for the recipient. 
This grant does not apply to organizations that work with Guatemalan clients.

GHRC will prioritize applications that:

· Benefit a community (as opposed to a single individual or family) regarding human rights,
· Focus on education, advocacy and awareness raising in the US about human rights issues affecting Guatemalan communities in the US or Guatemala,

· Include a proposed budget for the year,
· Include a plan for specific activities to be carried out by the applicant in the community,
· Demonstrate interest in developing a relationship with GHRC to fulfill its mission.
Application Process
· The application must be submitted in writing in either English or Spanish.
· The narrative must include  the applicant’s:   

· Personal experiences pertaining to human rights.   
· A detailed description of the human rights activities that the applicant will be participating in over the one year period. 

· Timeline for completing their work, including the average number of hours per week (proposed or actual) that will be utilized by the applicant for human rights work.
· Applicant’s employment status, financial necessities and other forms of income should be explained briefly. 
· Contact information for two references who are familiar with the applicant’s human rights work and their history. 
The application is attached. Please only use the space given.  
Selection of Recipients
All decisions regarding applicant requirements and grants are the responsibility of the GHRC Board of Directors.

Distribution of Funds
The applicants will be notified of his or her grant by mail before August 30th. If awarded, the grant will be disbursed in two installments by check sent to a US address.
Recipient Follow-up
When receiving a grant from the Voiceless Speak Fund, TWO reports are required. These reports must be completed by the applicant or another person within the organization. The reports should describe the activities that the individual has worked on as outlined in their application. The official report forms will be sent by GHRC. 
1. Mid-term report. The second half of the funds awarded will not be disbursed until GHRC has received a midterm report from the recipient detailing the activities s/he has carried out. The disbursal of the second half of the funds is contingent on demonstrating that the recipient has carried out the activities described in his/her application.  

2. Final report. The recipient will not be eligible to receive future funds from GHRC if s/he does not submit the final report. 
If you have questions, please contact Andrew Fandino at 202-529-6599 or afandino@ghrc-usa.org.
3321 12th Street N.E., Washington, D.C.  20017  (  (202) 529-6599  (  www.ghrc-usa.org


