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FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Mayor Murderedin Jutiapa

Félix SamayoaNagjarro, mayor of El Adelanto, Jutiapa,
was shot to death by unknown men with assault rifleson
September 18. The police report says that Samayoa
Ngarrowasdriving from hishome, located in El Addlanto,
towards his former high school in the central zone of
Jutigpa. A spokesman for the Nationa Civil Policesaid
that the authoritieswere investigating the scene but had
not yet arrested any suspects.

Mayor of AntiguaAttacked

Antonio Siliézar, themayor of Antigua, Guatemala, was
attacked on October 2, whiledriving with hisfamily ona
highway headed towards Guatemala City. A vehiclehe
didn’t recognizefollowed himand themeninside opened
fire. Although three shotswerefired at the car door, no
onewasinjured. Siliézar, whowasmayor of Jocotenango
for twoterms, isserving hisfirst terminAntigua. Hesaid
he does not know the reasonsfor the attack.

UNE Representative ReportsM urder Attempt
Manuel de Jestis Cadtillo, acongressional representative
for the National Unity for Hope (UNE) party for
Jaltapagua, Jutiapa, reported to the Jaltapaguacrimina
court on September 22 that armed men in two cars
followed him on the Inter-American highway. At a
crossroads, oneof thevehiclespulledinfront of Cadtillo’s
car and cut him off, causing acrash that sent hisvehicle
intoaditch. Castillo and hisbodyguardsranto seek help
inanearby house. Accordingto Cadtillo, travelinginone
of the carswas Javier Figueroa, of the Police Health
Department. Fguercahasreportedly deniedtheaccusation.

Mayor of EscuintlaFollowed

Themayor of Escuintla, Juan JoséAlfaro Lemus, reported
that awhite, two-door car with tinted windows has been
following him for fifteen days. The mayor, whoisa
representative of theNationa Unity for Hope (UNE), dso

reported threatening phone calsto the Public Prosecutor’s
Office (MP) and the National Civil Police (PNC). He
had previoudy reported being followed by peopleonwhite
motorcycles.

Lawyer in Land CasesThreatened

Lawyer Romeo Monterrosaand hisfamily havereceived
astring of death threats, and suffered intimidation, be-
lieved to be linked to his work defending campesinos
againg powerful landowners. InanAmnesty Internationa
urgent action, the organi zation stated that it believesthe
family isingravedanger.

Romeo Monterrosarepresentsthe human rightsor-
ganizationthe Mutual Support Group (GAM), asparty to
the state prosecution proceedings, in charging theowner
of the El Corozo farm with the murder of several
campesi noswho were shot dead during protests against
theland owner on January 24, 2005. Policewere present
at thetime but took no action. Familiesof thevictimshave
withdrawntheir charges, allegedly under pressurefrom
thelandowner. Judge JoséVictor BautistaOrozcoinwas
withdrawn from the caseinApril 2005; hewas murdered
afew dayslater.

Romeo Monterrosa is also representing the farm
workerswho claim ownership of the ColoniaLaCatorze
farmin Puerto San Jos2. Thefarmwassold to aPanama-
nian company in 1996, despitethefact that the Congtitu-
tion prohibits non-Guatemal ans from owning property
within 15km of the country’sborders, including its coast-
line. Thenotary publicwho authorized theded isnow the
Solicitor Generd.

On September 30, while at ameeting to discussland
rights cases in the office of the Solicitor General
(Procurador General), Romeo M onterrosareceived atext
message on hismobilesaying, “you know you areason of
abitch, and everything you havedoneinyour...life, you
aregoingto pay for it withwhat youlovemost.” Romeo
Monterrosafearsthat “what you love most” refershis
daughters. Two daysearlier hiswife had been followed
towork by apick-up truck which she could not shake off.
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Onthenight of October 8, therewas an unsuccessful
attempt to rob Romeo Monterrosa'soffice. Thelock was
badly damaged but prevented theintrudersfrom entering.
GAM reported al of thisto the Supreme Court on Octo-
ber 11, asking the authoritiesto order an investigation.

On 16 October, Monterrosa swifereceived threetext
messagesthat appeared to come from hismobile phone
inthe space of anhour. Thefirst read, “Getintouchwith
me, | need totalk to you urgently;” the second, “I’mtry-
ingtocal you, returnthecal,” andthelast smply, “Getin
touch.” She contacted him but Romeo M onterrosahad
not sent any messages.

UnionistsStripped, Pistol Whipped, and Robbed

On September 27, the office of the Central of Agricultural
Workers(CTC), anumbrellatrade union organizationrep-
resenting farmworkersand street vendors, wasbrokeninto,
inwhat appearsto have been an attempt to intimidatethe
organization'sleader, Miguel Angel LucasGomez. Heis
Secretary General of the CTC and isalso amember of
the government-appoi nted Minimum Wage Commission.
The CTC hasbeen at the forefront of movementstoin-
crease the minimum wage in Guatemalaand to protect
workersfromtheeffectsof CAFTA. Lucashasasotaken
legd action against aloca mayor to securepermissionfor
street vendorstotradein publicareas. InMarch,aCTC
member organization and the Q' eqchi’ Defense Organi-
zdionfiled aforma complaint withtheInternational La-
bor Organization regarding mining activity in El Estor,
|zabal. He hasalso publicized alack of transparency in
the procurement of medicinesfor themainworkers medi-
cd servicein Guatemal g, the Guatemalan Socid Security
Institute. Amnesty Internationa , whichissued an Urgent
Action, believesthat heand hiscolleaguesarein grave
danger.

At around 12.30 on September 27, threemenand a
woman went to the building wherethe CTC hasitsoffice
andforced thereceptionist at gunpoint tolet themin. Two
armed intruders went to the office of the CTC on the
ground floor, and the other two to second floor officesof
a CTC member organization, the Guatemalan Market
Traders Association. Inthe CTC officesthey ordered
those present, Miguel Lucas, two CTC employees, an
[talianjourndigt, and two indigenous men (who could not
understand Spanish), to take of f their clothes. They then
began to search through therecordsinthe CTC'sfiling
cabinets. Oneof them put apistol to Migue Lucas shead

and told him to hand over the organi zation’s val uabl es,
“beforewe count three, or wewill kill you.” Onthecount
of threethe gunman beat himwith the pistol. Thegroup
made off with acamera, personal valuables, theltalian
journalists’ identification documents, and the mobiles
phonesof Miguel Lucasand another CTC employee.

In the office of the Guatemalan Market Traders
Association, thegroup did not search the organization’s
files but goletheir computer, aswell aspersond vauables.
They threatened the staff, but did not hurt anyone. In both
officesthe attackerstalked constantly on their mobiles
phones, and according to the secretary of the Guatemalan
Market Traders' Association, awoman could be heard
ordering themto “ search everything.”

Thisisnot thefirst timeMiguel Lucashasreceived
threats. During July and August, Miguel Lucashad re-
ceived severa phonecallsat hishomefrom amanwho
said, “Weknow you areat home, we know what timeyou
arriveand leave, wearegoing to bethere.”

Human RightsL eadersHeld Hostageand Robbed
On September 13, at 11:00A.M., four armed men broke
into the office of the Group for Service, Peace, and
Justicein Guatemala (SERPAJ-G). Theintrudersheld
five human rightsactivistshostage for one hour. Factor
Meéndez and Ester Caballero, of SERPAJ-G and Manolo
Duarte, Justo Soto, and Jose Vicente, of the StrategicAl-
liance for Human Rights, were gagged and their hands
and feet werebound. Theattackersthreatened andin-
sulted theactivists. They thenthreatened Factor Méndez,
Coordinator of SERPAJ-G with death, saying they knew
who hewasand werefamiliar with hiswork. Whenthey
|eft the office, the men stoleacomputer and all thediscs
containinginformationregarding thehumanrightssituation
inGuatema a, aswell astheteam’swork plans.

SERPA J-G denounced theincident asanother act of
intimidation and harassment directed at human rights
defenders, specificaly a an organization recently created
towork for peace and justiceinthe country. SERPAJG
sadinacommunique, “Wecondemnthistypeof act, which
hasclear palitical overtones, we hold the government of
Mr. Oscar Berger and the security forces of the State
responsi ble, and we demand the clarification of thisnew
attack. We also hold the government responsiblefor
thelivesand physical wellbeing of our colleagues.”
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CGTGUnder Watch

On September 30, the General Centra of Guatemalan
Workers (CGTG) reported that the office was being
watched by men whose appearance suggests they are
bodyguards or members of the military. The CGTG
officewasraided in May, during a spate of break-ins
targeting organi zationsthat opposed the Central American
Free TradeAgreement.

Journalist Threatened

Journalist Edwin Paxtor hasreceived death threatsand
been subjected tointimidation and surveillance. Hesaid
that since publishing apiece about the July 25 assault on
four youths, alegedly by membersof the Crimina Inves-
tigation Service (SIC), he has been intimidated by
uniformed police officers and members of the SIC.
Inthe last few weeks, the threats haveintensified. On
September 11, hereceived atelephonecall duringwhich
amaevoicetold himhisdayswerenumbered. Sincethat
day, Paxtor has noticed peoplewatching hishouseand he
has been followed on numerousoccasions. On Septem-
ber 23, hereceived an anonymoustelephonecall inform-
ing him that amurder had taken placeand giving him di-
rectionsto an isolated location. When Paxtor asked a
friend to check whether suchamurder had occurred, none
was found to have taken place. Paxtor hasinformally
reported the harassment to the Departmenta Governor of
Chiquimulaon numerousoccasions.

Paxtor hostsanews program on Chiquimula slocal
cabletelevision station and istheregional correspondent
for the national mediaoutlets Prensa Libre, Noti 7, and
Radio Cadena Sonora. He was one of the journalists
assaulted with macheteson July 11, whilefilming adem-
ongrationin Chiquimula

IndigenousL eader Threatened

Indigenous leader César Teni Maquin reported that
Rigoberto Chub, Mayor of El Estor, 1zabal, threatened
him with death. Teni, coordinator of the Q' eqchi’
Defense Organization, attributed thethreat to hiswork
for the preservation of natural resourcesand indigenous
rights, particularly inrelation to mining activity inthere-
gion. The mayor has asked the population to support
mining by Jaguar Nickel and the Guatemalan Nickel
Company, both subsidiaries of Canadian companies.
According to Teni, Chub pays campesinosto gain their
support. Although the campesinosaccept the money out

of economic necessity, they continueto oppose mining
activity intheregion, hesaid.

USAC Dean Threatened
The dean of the Department of Social and L egal
Sciences at the University of San Carlos (USAC),
Bonerge Mg ia, reported that he has been the victim of
harassment, surveillance, and anonymous telephone
threats. The harassment beganin June, after hisdepart-
ment reported the case of an attorney’ sforgedtitletothe
District Attorney’s Office On Corruption. Miguel
Monzon, the academic secretary of thefaculty whofiled
the charges, has al so been threatened.

The dean said he has received support from the
Ministry of thenterior, the Human Rights Procurator’s
Office, andthejudiciary.

Public DefendersThreatened

BlancaStalling, director of theInditutefor Public Crimina
Defense (IDPP), reported that at |east ten lawyersfrom
theinstitute have been subjected to threatsand intimida-
tionthisyear. Stalingsaidthat both sheand her colleagues
havereceived td ephonecallswarning them that they were
indanger because of their rolein allegedly promoting
impunity by assuming thedefenseof criminals.

Stalling asked the public to understand that acase
cannot move forward if thereis no defense lawyer
assignedtoit. “Public defendersdo not promoteimpu-
nity,” shesaid. “Wemake surethat al peopleinthetria
have alawyer who can orient them and help them so that
thetria proceedsaccordingtotheguaranteesoutlinedin
the Condtitution.”

Congressmen AccuseArmy of Threats
The Human Rights Procurator’s Office has asked the
I nter-American Commission on Human Rightstoissue
protectiveordersfor thethree membersof Congresswho
have reported threatsand actsof intimidation. Guillermo
Sosaand Mario Rivera, of the Guatemalan Republican
Front (FRG), aswell as Obdulio Sol6rzano, of the
Nationa Unity for Hope (UNE), dlegedly havereceived
threatsfrom members of thearmy after acongressiona
investigationwaslaunchedinto bidsfor aircraft contracts.
Rivera shousewasrobbed, and afarmtruck containing
vauableswasgtolenand later burnedin VillaNueva. The
other two representatives haverece ved intimidating phone
cdls. Human RightsProcurator Sergio Moralessaid that
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theintimidation the members of Congress have put up
withisterrible, and he asked the Ministry of the Interior
to provide perimeter security aswell aspersonal security
for the representatives. The head of the National
Defense Chiefs of Staff maintainsthat the army was
not involved and has promised to investigate the threats.

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, and
CULTURAL RIGHTS

CommunitiesDenounce Politicization of Aid
Though aid distribution started shortly after thehurricane,
dozensof communitiesin the southern and western parts
of the country arestill waiting for humanitarian assistance.
Theauthoritiesof the Nationa Coordinating Committee
for the Reduction of Disasters (CONRED), who were
heavily criticized for their inefficient reaction, recognized
that they have surpassed their assistance capacity.

I ndigenous representativesfrom Sololdarrived at the
Human Rights Procurator’s Office (PDH) to report that
humanitarian aid was not being distributed properly in
communitiesaffected by Hurricane Stan. According to
Lorenzo Castro, SantosAloj, Carlos Soj, and Santiago
Roquel, “Themunicipa coordinator for disaster relief has
not taken theindigenousmayor’ sofficeinto account when
distributing thefood and cl othing that have been sent from
thecapital, and the aid isconcentrated in the departmen-
tal government offices.” They fear that theaid hasbeen
politicized andisonly being distributed to membersof the
officia party. Themunicipalitiesmost affected by Stan
were Solola, Santiago Atitlan, San Lucas Toliman, and
Santa Catarina Palopd, but hel p has been scarcein some
of these places due to the concentration of the sup-
plies. The Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP) said that it
will investigatethe matter in order to determineif mayors
and governorsarewithholding humanitarian aid.

Communitiesin Chimaltenango, Quetzaltenango,
Totonicapan, and San Marcos have a so complained of
ddaysinreceivingaid. Muddidesand flooding continue
to block roads |eading to many affected communities.
Throughout the country, communitiesreport alack of
water, food, and sufficient medicineto confront respira
tory and skininfections.

Eveninregionsthat havereceived aid, basic necess -
tiesarescarce. In SantaSofia, Solola, peoplefought for
food rations brought by UShelicopters.

Guatemalan AgricultureFaces ChallengesAhead
Thedegtruction|eft behind by Hurricane Stanhascomplicated
Guatemaa seffortsto expand agricultura productionin
order to confront the US-Central America Free Trade
Agreement (DR-CAFTA) that will comeinto effect
January 1, 2006. TheMinistry of Agriculture, Livestock,
and Food confirmed the destruction of up to athird of
banana, coffee, and corn crops. A water supply crisisis
predicted for the near futureaswell asanincreaseinthe
priceof basicgoods. Vendorshavereportedly been sell-
ing water, vegetables, basic grains, and fuel at up to 200
percent of thereal cost. Sincereceiving reports, the
Human Rights Procurator’s Office (PDH) hastraveled to
affected areasin order to monitor prices.

In order to confront the potential crisis, the head of
the Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology
(ICTA) promoted the use of new technology and the
diversification of crops, with afocus on cropswith ex-
port potentidl.

In additionto assistance from Cuba, Venezuel a, the
US, the European Union, and Spain, President Berger
also asked the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the Inter-American Development Bank to pardon
Guatemal an debt.

Mar chersCelebrate Day of Dignity and Resistance
On October 12, campesino organizations, union
members, busi nesscommittees, and indigenousorgani-
zations held amarch in Salam4, Baja Verapaz in
commemoration of the Day of Indigenous Dignity and
Resistance. Morethan 100 popular |eaders participated
in Salamé@, al so taking time to honor the victims of
Hurricane Stan. They delivered amemorandum to the
departmental government demanding that aid reach the
victimsof Hurricane Stan, especidly thosein SasnMarcos.

In other regions, marches were cancelled or post-
poned out of respect for the recent tragedy. Rosalina
Tuyuc, fromtheNationa Coordinating Committeeof Gua
temalan Widows (CONAVIGUA), confirmed the can-
cellation of aseriesof eventsindifferent regions. “The
activities have been programmed against colonialism,
which stripped usof our land and culture, and imposed a
historical and structural racismonus,” shesaid. “The
eventswere cancelled to show our solidarity with those
affected by thetragedy, which, asthey have been histori-
caly, arerura, poor indigenous people,” she concluded.
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TheGuatemdan campesinoorganizationsalsodemanded
animmediatecount of thevictimsof Hurricane Stan, Sating
that thefailureto includeindigenous men and women
intheofficid dataisdisrespectful tothevictims.

October 12 isalso the internationally recognized
anniversary of Christopher Columbus' landing inthe
Americas.

Q’eqchi’'sReect MiningActivity in AltaVerapaz
According to Rolando Chun, mayor of Cahaboncito, thou-
sandsof Q' eqchi’ campesinosin Panzos, AltaVerazpaz,
opposethemining operationscarried out by Jaguar Nickel
and the Guatema anNickd Company and bdlievethat these
companiesoperateillegaly oncommunity land. Themayor
sad that executivesof thetwo mining companiesdeceive
people by offering to build roads, schools, and wellsas
well asdeliver work tools, in exchangefor their support.
According to Chun, the companies pay certain commu-
nity leadersto convince other campesinosof the benefits
of mining.

Through various meetings, the community represen-
tati ves have decided not to support the operations, fearing
that mining will destroy property and damage natural
resources Thergoresentativesof thetenaffected communities
in Panzés asked the government to defend the rights of
indigenouspeoplerather thantheinterestsof transnationa
corporations. They hold President Oscar Berger respon-
siblefor the damages caused by minera extraction and
for any measuresthe communitiesmay take.

The previous Guatemal an administration authorized
mining licensesin both El Estor, |zabal, and Panzds, Alta

Verapaz.

Mining CompaniesL ook for Land Exchange
César Teni Maqui, of the Q' eqchi’ Defense Organization,
reported that Jaguar Nickel and the Guatemalan Nickel
Company offered familiesin LasNubes, El Estor, |1zabal
approximately forty-eight hectacresof company landin
exchangefor 127,034 hectacresof their land. According
to Teni, thecompanies’ personne offered approximately
two hectacresof thebusiness' property to each of twenty-
threefamilies. Teni said that the companieshopeto use
theland for mining operations, eventhoughtheloca popu-
lation has opposed them.

The community membersfear that the nickel ex-
traction processwill contaminate water sources, aswell
asthe soil used to grow corn, beans, cardamom, and

other basic grainsand vegetables. Approximately thirty
communities, with atotal of 10,000 inhabitants, are
affected by theminingoperations

MiningLicensesGranted in Zacapaand Chiquimula
TheMinigry for the Environment and Natural Resources
(MARN) hasauthorized thirty-two gold, iron, and copper
mining licenses in the municipalities of Zacapa and
Chiquimula. Accordingto JoséPilar, arepresentative of
the Guatema an L utheran Churchin Zacapa, the activity
could endanger water sourcesand forestsin both regions.
Accordingtoinvestigationscarried out by environmental-
istsand the L utheran church, theMARN granted licenses
that will affect themunicipditiesof LaUnion, Estanzuela,
Rio Hondo, and Zacapa, as well as Camotan, Jocotan
and Quetzaltepequein Chiquimula.

According to an assessment carried out by thechurch,
themountainousregion of Las Granadillasisparticularly
threatened by hydroel ectric projects, forest fires, defor-
estation, and mining. These projectsarebeing carried
out even though itsunderground reserveisthe principal
source of water for thousands of residentsin Zacapaand
Chiguimula. Theareaisoneof thedriest regionsin
Centrd Americaand opponentsfear that mining operations
will lead to further deforestation and desertificationinthe
area.

ResidentsProtest Miningin Chimaltenango

A march protesting mining and the General Water Law
drew thousands of inhabitants from twenty-four
communitiesin San Andrés|tzapa, Chimatenango. With
the consent of Mayor Marvin Avila, theauthorities hope
to grant mining licenses onthemountain El Soco, ahumid
forest that provideswater for Patzicia, Acatenango, the
departmental head of Chimaltenango, SanAndrés|tzapa,
Parramos, and San Martin Jlotepeque. Inadditiontothe
mining licenses, the marchers were al so protesting
Congressman Alfredo Cojti Chiroy’s support for the
Genera Water Law.

Those marching believe that these government poli-
cieson mining and water will solely benefit therich,
who do not careif thousands of others pay the conse-
guences. Another leader, Celestino Guch, said acivil
war isthe solution, now that government ismaking deci-
sionswithout considering the majority of the country’s
inhabitants.
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ChemicalsDestined for Marlin Project Spill

A communiquéfromthe Rura Workers Movementin San
Marcosannounced that atruck onitsway totheMarlin
minein San Marcostipped over, spilling chemical sub-
stances. Reportedly, the chemicalswereboric acid and
aluminum hydroxide. Although the amount spilledis
unknown, the communiqué expressed the concern that
heavy rainswould wash thechemicasintothePucd River,
aprimary source of water for communitiesin the area.
Thecommuniqué urged the regional representative
of theHuman RightsProcurator’ sOfficeandtheMinistries
of Energy and Mines, the Environment, Public Health,
and Social Assistanceto investigate the accident and
its possible effectsonthe popul ation.

TheMadre SdlvaCollectiveand residentsof Sipacapa
filed acomplaint regarding the potential risks posed by
the Marlin project, which wasinvestigated by the
Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO). TheCAO'’s
report stated that the minedid not poseany seriousrisks
totheloca environment or population, but thereport aso
dtated that thecompany did not carry out sufficient consulta-
tionswith the community before starting work.

Residents Demand Respect for Consultations
Morethat 500 peoplefrom Rio Hondo, Zacapa, and from
Sipacapaand Comitancillo, in San Marcos, gathered
together with campesinosfrom Quiché on September 26
to ask the Constitutional Court to respect the results of
popular referendumsthat have been carried out thisyear.
Magali Rey Rosa, of the Madre Selva Collective, said
that thecitizensfed that projects, such asthehydroeectric
project in Rio Hondo and the mining project in San
Marcos, threaten natural resourcesaswell astheir own
wellbeing. The CCwill decideif theconsultation carried
outinRioHondoisvaidor not. MartaXimenez, genera
director of the hydroelectric project in Rio Hondo, said
that her company would consider creating around table
for discussion, and added that the company will respect
the court’sdecision.

Berger HandsOver Land Titlesin Jalapa

On September 29, 2005, after more than 200 years of
conflict, President Oscar Berger returned thetitleto afinca
vaued a morethan Q3 millionto the community of Santa
MariaXdapaninJdapa Infront of morethanthreethou-
sand people, Berger promised to continue supporting
the campesinos, who have requested moreland, asphalt,

and ad. CarlosPinto, thegovernor of Jalapa, said that
negotiators met twenty-six timesover the course of more
than ayear to achievethe preliminary agreement.

Accordingtotheleadersof theindigenouscommunity,
the President only donated theland in Jalapa, eventhough
thesurrounding areasaretheonesindispute. Minister of
Agriculture AlvaroAlguilar and Edgar Ajcip, director of
the National Fund for Peace (FONAPAZ), stated they
would continue negotiating for the purchase of or legal
titlesfor theland ill indispute.

Agricultural WorkersHold Conference

The Fourth Continental Conference organized by the
Coordinating Committeeof LatinAmericanAgricultural
Organizations (CLOC) convened in Guatemalaon
October 9, with 178 delegates from eighty-eight
organi zationsrepresenting twenty-fivedifferent countries.
During the three days of discussion and analysis,
the participants reaffirmed their opposition to
neoliberal capitalism andthe policiesimposed by the
International Monetary Fund and the World Trade
Organization. Theleadersalso pledged to continueto
strugglefor viableaternativesto theneolibera modd. In
particular, the del egates spoke out against thefocuson
the agro-export industry, which encourages
monocropping, and leadsto the expansion of large plan-
tationsand commercia production. This, inturn, leadsto
thedecline of subs stenceagriculture, massevictions, and
the further impoverishment of campesinos. Instead,
CLOC participants advocated for biodiversity, food
security, and the cultivation of nativeplants. Other topics
addressed during the conference include youth, gender,
agrarianreform, humanrights, militarization, migration, and
solidarity.

De egatesfrom twenty-four countriesa so participated
inaMayan ceremony tohonor thevictimsof Hurricane Stan.
“Wecried for their death. Thisrepresentsthe broadest
testimony of our poverty and abandonment, but a sofeeds
our hope for a better future for the people of Latin
America,” said Danid Pascud, fromthe Campesino Unity
Committee (CUC).

CampesinasFocuson Violenceand Poverty

Campesinasfromthewestern hemispheremet at the Third
Continental Assembly of Women, organized by theLatin
American Coordinating Committee of Campesino
Organizations (CLOC) in Guatemala. Thewomen
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reiterated thegenera criticismsof neoliberal economics,
poverty, globalization, violence, and thelack of effective
datedeve opment programsasnegatively affectingwomen
inrura areas. Inparticular, the participantsvoiced their
opposition to the economic dominance of the IMF, the
World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and
freetrade agreements. Intheir opinion, policiesare pro-
motedinthenameof development, which only bring more
poverty, hunger, displacement, and sructurd violence.

The representatives al so expressed their concern
regarding the high levels of violence and migration.
FranciscaRodriguez, arepresentative of theNational As-
sociation of Rural and IndigenousWomen of Chile, said
that Latin American campesinas should discuss how to
bring domestic violence and violence against women to
the public agendabecause the eradication of theviolence
isessentia for socioeconomic and cultura development.

Nalu Faria, coordinator of the World March of
Brazilian Women, said that transnationa companiesusethe
poverty and migration of womenandyouthto increasetheir
profits by employing cheap labor without benefits. Ac-
cording to Faria, some South American companiesrequire
derilization or abortions. In addition, femaeworkers
often suffer from sexual harassment, abuse, and discrimi-
netion.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

FIDH InvestigatesFemicide

Although thegovernment declared a State of Emergency
on October 5, the femicides have continued at astonish-
ing rates; inthe six daysthat followed the government’s
declaration, eight women were murdered. The number
of femicide casesreported by the National Civil Police
(PNC) thisyear hasnow reached 474.

Thelnternationa Human Rights Federation, basedin
France, pledged to investigate femicidein Mexico and
Guatemala, focusing on theimpunity of the state agents
responsiblefor investigations. In Guatemal a, the organi-
zationwill collaborate with the Center for Human Rights
Legal Action, the Human Rights Commission, and the
Group for Women'sAction.

Legislators Pledge to Combat Femicide
Legidatorsfrom Guatemala, Mexico, and Spainmet in
Madrid on September 15and 16 for the Third I nter-
Parliamentary Dialogue on Feminicide. Participants

signed the“ Declaration of Madrid,” inwhich they prom-
ised to work to raise awareness of feminicidein all its
forms.

Thelegidatorsa so argued for the categorization of
femicideonaninternationa level inorder to promotere-
spect for women'srights, especidly thoserelated tolife,
security, and accessto afair justicesystem. Thelegida
tors promised to promote billsto prevent, punish, and
eradicateviolenceagainst women.

First Female President of the CSJ Assumes Office
Judge Bestriz Ofeliade Ledn Reyesde Barreraassumed
the presidency of thejudiciary and the Supreme Court of
Justiceon October 13. Del edn Reyesisthefirst woman
to hold thispositionin Guatemala. She acknowledged
that alack of resources may impede the devel opment of
certain programsbut pledged to prioritizethemoderniza-
tionof thejustice system, the creation of new positions, and
thesecurity of judges.

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

Hurricane Stan L eavesUp to 1,200 Or phans
AlgandraV asguez, of the Movement for the Rights of
Children, Adolescents, and Youth (MSDNAJG), said that
children and adolescentswho lost parentsto Hurricane
Stanareinaparticularly vulnerable positionand could be
exposed to exploitation and humantrafficking. Thehead
of theNationa Attorney Generd’ s Office estimated that
Hurricane Stan may haveleft upto 1,200 orphansthrough-
out the country. A preliminary study by the United Na-
tion Children’sFund (UNICEF), estimated that fifty per-
cent of the popul ation affected by the hurricane are mi-
norsunder eighteen yearsof age. Themgjority of these
children and youth areindigenous.

The mudslide in Panabg] claimed thelivesof the
parents of seventy-nine children, who are currently in
temporary shelterswhilethe government attemptsto
locatefamily members. If norelativesarefoundto care
for thechildren, they will becomewardsof the state, and
perhapsbe cong dered for international adoption. Panabgy
hasnow been declared uninhabitable and rescuemissons
havecessed. Thefind degthtall inthetownrangesfrom400to
1,400. Mog of thebodiesremain buried under themud.

The mudslides and floods caused by the hurricane
also damaged up to 772 schoolsin Guatemal a, putting
basic education at risk in affected areas.
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Thehurricanehasd soleft womenvulnerableto hedth
and economic crises, especially pregnant women and
widows. Onewoman gavebirthinahospita in Escuintla,
only tolose her baby dueto alack of sufficient medical
staff and the delayed distribution of medicineby aid agen-
cies. Many womenwho lost their husbandsare now the
soleprovider for their family.

IMASP Reportson ViolenceAgainst Youth
TheTribunal for the Monitoring and Support of Public
Security (IMASP) carried out aninvestigationin Juneand
July titled* Accountsof CrimesCommitted by andAgaingt
Youth.” Theinvestigation found that youth are most &f -
fected by violenceinthemunicipality of VillaNueva, the
municipd ity with the highest number of crimes, and the
urban areas of San Marcos, Sacatepéquez,
Huehuetenango, and Escuintla. Withintwo months, the
murders of sixty-eight youth between the ages of seven-
teen and twenty-five, werereported. Every day, armed
assassinskill in public areas, on highways, and evenin
residences. Most of these caseswere personal revenge
or gang-related violence. Although el ghty-eight percent
of thevictimsweremen, in Huehuetenango women were
morevulnerableto theviolence.

The report mentioned cultural diversity, lack of
opportunities, family disintegration, high levelsof gang
activity, and proximity to the capital city assomeof the
elementsthat have converted VillaNuevainto acrime
center.

Youth Suffer Violent Deaths

Atleast 372 youthsunder theage of saventeen- 259 males
and 113 women- havediedin Guatemaasofar thisyear.
Forty-eight percent of the deathswere caused by stray
bullets. Otherswere specifically targeted, tortured, or
shot intheback of thehead. Accordingto tatisticsof the
Teaching Institute For Sustainable Development
(IEPADES), only an estimated 147,000 of themillionand
ahalf weaponsthat circulatein the country areregis-
tered.

The data were compiled by The NewsAgency in
Favor of Children and Adolescents (LaNANA), from
information published by seven different mediaoutlets.

Accordingto ClaudiaAgreda, aninvestigator withthe
agency, injuriesby firearm werethe number one cause of
death, followed by respiratory infectionsand diarrhea.
Agreda pointed out that the |ast two represent another

form of socia violencemanifested inthelack of basic ser-
vices.

LABOR RIGHTS

Association OccupiesL and to Demand L abor Rights
TheAgrarian Platform declared itssolidarity with agroup
of twenty-six membersof theMovement of Agricultura
Workersof San Marcoswho occupied LasDdliciasfinca
(plantation), located in EI Tumbador, San Marcos.
Members of the organization occupied the finca on
September 27, as a means to pressure the owner to
respect theworkers' labor and nutritional rights.
Theworkersfiled alawsuit in 2001 charging that they
wereunjustly fired without aseverance package or other
regulationsordered by law. A judge ordered the owner of
LasDeliciasto pay theQ1,300,000. Todate, however, he
has not complied. Theworkershaverequested adia
loguewithAidaMariaDiaz Cartens, thelegd representa
tivefor thefinca, in order to reach an agreement on the
repayment of the debt owed to thetwenty-six workers, as
well asthat promised totheUnionWorkersof LasDelicias.

TheAgrarian Platform demanded assistance from
theauthoritiesin establishing negotiationsto avoid further
conflict and the possibility of a violent eviction of
campesinoswho are claiming their rights guaranteed by
thecountry’slaws.

TeachersCall for National Strike

The National Teachers Assembly (ANM) called for a
nationa strikeafter holding ameeting in GuatemalaCity
with representatives from twenty-two departments.
Salary increasesand larger budgetsfor student lunches,
supplies, scholarships, and text development figureamong
theteachers requests. When the government stated that
itisunableto comply with thedemands, Joviel Acevedo,
head of the ANM, said that other measures would be
taken.

Teachersin variousdepartmentsthroughout the
country occupied theregional Education Department
officesand held meetingsto agree on further actionsto
pressurethegovernment. On September 28, hundreds of
teachers protested in Guatemala City, joined by trade
unionistsand healthworkers.

The Education Department’sregional officessaid they
would take action against those who participated in the
strike, and Minister of Education CarmenAcefiawarned
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that thoseteacherswho continued to strikewoul d befired
for violating their contracts.

OrganizationsProtest High Cost of Living

On September 19, around 1,500 members of the
Indigeneous, Campesino, Labor Union, and Popular
Movement (MICSP) marched to urgethe government to
adopt national emergency measuresto addressthe cur-
rent economiccriss. Membersof theMICSP demanded
that the government maintain apublic transportation sub-
sdy and establish pricelimitsonintercity transportation
serviceoutside of GuatemalaCity. Inaddition, theorga
nization asked the government to regul ate profitsin fuel
importation, distribution, and sales, aswell asconsider a
temporary suspension of thediesel tax. A government-
sponsored energy conservation program, which would
incdudechangingworkers schedulesandredtrictingvehicle
use, was al so suggested. Anincreaseinthe minimum
wagethat would reflect thedramaticrisein basicliving
costswasontheagendaaswell. JosePinzon, the secretary
general of the General Central of Guatemalan Workers
(CGTQG), said the protest was only the first of many
planned for the near future.

WorkersPressurefor Minimum Wagel ncrease
After increasing pressure from labor and civil society
organizations, the Coordinating Committeeof Agricultura,
Commercial, Industrial, and Financial Associations
(CACIF) announced that they would support aminimum
wageincrease of between seven and ten percent for non-
agricultural workersand laborers.

Thelabor sector countered with aproposed fifty-
percentincrease. CACIF argued that it supportsanin-
creaseintheinterest of maintaining socia order andre-
soringworkers purchasing power. Thecommitteemain-
tained, however, that wageincreases should not surpass
increases in productivity. Although the president of
CACIF hassupported anincrease, other membershave
expressed concern that anincreasewould lead to higher
pricesandjobloss.

L abor organizations, on the other hand, argued that
the increase proposed by CACIF would not meet basic
living cogts, givenrisingoil pricesandinflation. Victoriano
Zacarias, executive secretary of the CGTG said that the
difference between what nonagriculturd workersearnand
basic living costs is as much as 1,780.26 quetzales
(approximately $220) per month. For agricultural

workersthedifferenceisasmuch asQ1,812.36.

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

Guatemala Requests TPSfor Immigrants
TheGuatema an government asked Washingtonto consider
the catastrophe caused by Hurricane Stan and to grant Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) to undocumented Guate-
malanslivinginthe United States. TPS, whichisgranted
for aperiod six to eighteen monthswith the possibility
of renewal, protectsundocumented immigrantsfrom de-
portation and grantspossibilitiesfor applying for jobs.

Groupsbasedinthe US, such asthe Central Ameri-
can Resource Center in DC, are echoing the Guatema an
government’srequest. Bernardo Villelg, of the Codlition
of Guatemalan Immigrants, said that TPSisparticularly
important during thisemergency given that four out of ev-
ery ten Guatemalans economically depend onafamily
member livingintheUS.

TheUnited Satesgranted TPSto citizensof Honduras
and Nicaragua, after those countries suffered the effects
of HurricaneMitchin 1998, and to El Salvador, after the
earthquakesin 2001.

4,706 Guatemalans Deported in Six Months
Accordingtothe Generd Migration Office(DGM), 4,706
Guatema answere deported from the United Statesfrom
January to Juneof thisyear. According to organizations
that support undocumented workers, thisfigure doesnot
include 48,000 immigrantswho were caught in Mexico
before entering the US.

Every week deported immigrantsarrive at the Inter-
nationa Airport“LaAurora” Detainedimmigrantsaso
arrivedaily inborder townslike El Carmen, San Marcos,
and LaMesilla, Huehuetenango on busesfrom Mexico.

Seeking to curb migration to the US, the DGM
announced apublic awarenessand prevention campaign
that will beinitiated with the support of the Guatemalan
Tourism Ingtitute (INGUAT).

Inthewakeof Hurricane Stan, theNationd Migration
Committee in Guatemala has predicted an increase
inmigrationfromrura areasto urban areasin Guatemal a
and northern countries, principally theUS, asaresult of
insufficient government aid and thelack of policiesthat
addressthe socioeconomic reality in high-risk areas.
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

JUSTICEAND RECONCILIATION

MudsdlideUnearthsClandestine Cemetery
Hurricane Stan’sheavy rainsand muddidesin LasNubes,
San Martin Sacatepéquez, Quetzaltenango unearthed a
clandestine cemetery containing dozensof victimsof the
armed conflict. Theregiona representative of theHuman
RightsProcurator’sOffice(PDH), Rudy Cadtillo, confirmed
theinformation and said that nelghborshad derted hisof -
fice. Cadtilloreported thegraveto the Public Prosecutor’s
Office (MP) on October 10, with the hopesthat the MP
will beginaninvestigation.

Thenelghborsof the Las Nubescommunity, fearing
possiblereprisalsfor having advised the PDH of their dis-
covery, requested that various human rights offices con-
tinueto pressurefor theinvestigation of thiscasein order
to determinewho isresponsiblefor the massacreand to
pay tributeto thememory of thevictims.

Spain May Judge Guatemalan Abuses
Thousands of disappearances and killings committed
during Guatemda savil war may bejudgedin Spanish courts
after Spain’shighest court ruled that cases of genocide
committed abroad could bejudged in Spain evenif no
Spanish citizenswereinvolved. 1n 2003, the Supreme
Court narrowly rejected arequest by Nobel Peace Prize
winner RigobertaMenchu, saying the alleged geno-
cide of indigenous people by the Guatemalanregime
at that timewasnot tied to Spanish nationd interests. The
Condiitutiond Court saidthat ruling violated Menchl’'sbasic
legal rightsand ruled that “the principle of universal ju-
risdiction takes precedence over the existence or not
of national interests.”

Exhumation Beginsin Zacapa

The Guatemalan Forensic Anthropol ogy Foundation, the
Lutheran Church (ILUGUA), and the Human Rights
Procurator’s Office (PDH), and family membersof the
victimshbegan searching for theremainsof at |east twenty
Guatema answho disappeared during theinterna armed
conflictinthevillageof LaTrementina, Zacapa. Theex-
humation washeld inthe areaswherethe military base
operated for twenty-fiveyears. Reverend José Pilar of
ILUGUA, held thearmy responsiblefor disappearances,

extrgjudicial executions, persecution, massacres, and
violenceagainst women suffered by thelocal population
during theearly yearsof thearmed conflict. Accordingto
Rilar, theexhumation dlowed thefamiliesof thevictimsto
begin the process of reconciliation, asone stage of the
pain and suffering hasfinaly ended.

Clandestine Cemetery Exhumed in Chimaltenango
On September 20, the Guatemal an ForenscAnthropol ogy
Foundation began an exhumation of aclandestine cem-
etery on Las Pilas finca in San Martin Jilotepeque,
Chimatenango. According tothe Mutua Support Group
(GAM), which offeredlegd aid and psychologica support
to the community, they are exhuming the bodies of three
menkilled by military commissionersin 1982.

Thethreevictimswerepart of agroup of fifty familes
that decided to turnthemsalvesinto thearmy, rather than
facestarvation and persecution asaresult of themilitary’s
counterinsurgency strategy. Thefamiliesweregranted
amnesty in the beginning of October 1982. Most of the
familiesstayed inthe Chuatalum military basefor over a
month. On October 23 of thesameyear, Bernadino Tomés
Pirir, Toméas Gonzélez, and Nazario Tacén Vargas re-
ceived authorization to leave the base to |ook for fire-
wood. Whilegatheringfruit onanearby finca, they heard
that thecivil defense patrolsand military commissioners
had entered the finca and were detaining all those that
crossed their path. Thevictimswere captured and later
tortured and killed.

Thebodieswereillegally buried on LasPilasfinca,
without any investigation of themurders. Accordingto
GAM, theexhumationwill provide evidencefor acase
agand theformer military commissioners whoarecurrently
livingin San Martin Jilotepeque.

VictimsReburied in Rabinal

Familiesand friendsreburied theremainsof sixteenvic-
timsof theinternal armed conflictin Rabinal. Thebodies
had beenin clandestine cemeteriesfor twenty-four years.
A ceremony to honor thevictimswasheld at the Integral
Development Association for MayaA chi Victimsof Vio-
lence(ADIVIMA). PedrinaMendoza, oneof thefamily
members, buried the remains of her husband, who was
assassinated by paramilitariesand soldierson October 19,
1981. “After morethan 20 years,” shesaid, “itisgood to
bury him, because now wewill have someplaceto visit
hm.”
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Theremainswerefound during exnumationscarried
out by the Guatemal an Forensic Anthropol ogy Foun-
dation (FAFG) andADIVIMA in 2004. Thosereburied
bel ong tothecommunitiesof Xeabg, TierraBlanca, Cerro
Sacacho, Ceiba, Pachalum, Paledn, and Puertezuelo Las
Flores.

CASE UPDATES

Court SentencesGuatemalafor Death Penalty
TheInter-American Court on Human Rights (IACHR),
with headquartersin CostaRica, handed down asentence
on October 5 in the case of Ernesto Rexcact Reyes,
who wasaccused of kidnapping and sentenced to death.
Guatemal an authoritiesaccused Raxcacd in 1999, based
onArticle 201 of the Criminal Code. The Court found
that Raxcacd’s sentence violatesthe prohibition on the
arbitrary deprivation of lifeand the dtipulation that thedesth
pendty apply only to themost seriouscrimes.

The Court ordered Guatemalato reformtheArticle
201 without broadening thetype of crimes punishablewith
death. Whilemaking the changes, the state must abstain
from condoning the death penalty or executing those
sentenced for the crime of kidnapping. The Court dso
orderedthe stateto adopt aprocedurethat guaranteesevery
person sentenced to death theright to appeal and, in some
cases, obtain pardon. No such procedure currently ex-
igs.

Thisisthe second sentence condemning Guatemala
for itsuse of the death pendty. Thefirst wason June 20,
2005, inthe case of Fermin Ramirez.

Former Mayor Acquitted in Death of Jour nalist
TheHigh Impact Court in Chiquimulaacquitted former
Puerto BarriosMayor David Pinedaof planning the mur-
der of journalist Mynor Alegria, citing alack of evidence.
Alegria, who had criticized on hisradio program the
corruption of both local and national authorities, was
murderedin 2001. Pinedawaslinked tothemurder tria
in2002, after one of the accused executionersclaimedto
have received money from Pinedafor carrying out the
crime. Thetrial had been delayed severa timesbecause
witnessesfailed to comeforward.

El Corozo CaseEnds
Thejudgeinthe caseinvolving El Corozo finca (planta-
tion) ordered astay of proceedingsafter the families of

thesix victimsasked to discontinuethecrimina caseagang
finca owner Jorge Fernandez.

On January 24, 2005, severa hundred campesinos
gathered at El Corozo fincain Samayac, Suchitepéquez
to demand the return of acampesino who had been cap-
tured by private security forces, and who waslater found
dead. Finca owner Jorge Ferndndez was accused of
murdering Six campesinosand injuring fivemorewitha
firearm onthat day. The Public Prosecutor’sOfficeaso
charged seven campesinoswith murder, illegal entry, and
graveinjuries, although the campesinoswere not armed
with gunsand no one but they themselveswereinjured or
murdered.

JudgeUpholdsArrest Warrant for Portillo

Judge Victor Hugo Herrera, of thefifth criminal court, has
ordered an arrest warrant for former president Alfonso
Portillo, accused of authorizing million-dollar transfersthat
accounted for themisappropriationsin military financesin
theyears2001, 2002, and 2003. Alongwith Portillo, ten
other military officials, including theformer ministersof
defense Eduardo Arévalo Lacs and Lionel Méndez
Estrada, arebeing investigated.

Herrerahad rendered the arrest warrant inactuable
after admitting an appeal filed by theformer chief of the
Army Ministry of Budget. Herreraargued that it would
beimprudent toissuean arrest warrant for Portillowhile
the court wasstill consideringissuesof uncongtitutionaity
filed aspart of theapped by thearmy. The Congtitutional
Court, however, decided it was not viable to leave the
arrest warrant suspended and gave Herreraa deadline of
forty-eight hoursto resolvethe metter.

OTHER INFORMATION

COPREDEH RecognizesClandestine Groups

In adocument written by the Presidential Human
Rights Commission (COPREDEH), the government
recognized that illegal entities and clandestine groups
areresponsible for attacks and threats against human
rightsactivists. The document admitsthat “without
any exception,” human rights organi zations have suf-
fered serious abuses, ranging from office robberies
and document theft, to thrests, torture, and extrgjudicial
executions
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Fifteen Killed in Detention Centers

On September 19, 2005, gang-related violenceintwo
separate detention centers claimed the lives of fifteen
youths. At least fifteen membersof Mara Salvatrucha
raided the juvenile detention center in San José Pinula
and attacked membersof theMara18 withAK-47s, nine-
millimeter handguns, knives, and grenades, killing twelve
youthsand leaving teninjured. Over 100 Nationa Civil
Police (PNC) agentsand military personnel were sent to
surround the center and search thearea. The guards
detained three of the accused attackers, whiletherest
fled thescene.

Onthesameday, amember of MaraSalvatruchashot
threemembersof Maral8inacrimind rehabilitation center
inPuerto Barrios, 1zabal.

InEl Hoyon, Escuintla, two moremenwered legedly
murdered by fellow membersof Maral8 asaprotest for
not being alowed toreceive prison vigits.

Between August 15 and September 20, atotd of fifty-
two youthswerekilled and ninety-two wereinjuredin vari-
ousdetention centersthroughout the country. TheMinis-
ter of theInterior, CarlosVielmann, said that perimeter
security for adult and juvenile detention centerswould
now bereinforced by the military.

GAM UrgesInvestigation of Recent Violence
TheMutual Support Group urged the authoritiestoin-
vestigate the recent prison violence. GAM and other
organi zations have pointed to theinvol vement of parallel
powersthat benefit from the confrontati on between the
twogangs. Accordingto GAM, thedefactowar between
thetwo gangsdistracts public attention and also allows
organized crimemembersto profit fromarmsand munitions
ses Inadditionto athoroughinvestigation, GAM urged
thegovernment to devote moreresourcesto socia invest-
ment and programsto promote youth devel opment.

Dismissal of Secretary of Social Welfare Requested
The Human Rights Procurator, Sergio Morales, asked
President Oscar Berger to remove the Secretary of
Social Welfare, Rossana Fratti de Gonzéalez, from
office, after gang-related violence erupted in detention
centersunder her charge. Theincident on September 19
isone of seventeen incidentsreported during 2004 and
2005incorrectiond facilitiesunder her supervison: among
them, two murderscommitted by prison officidsand six
reportsof physical and psychological abuse. Morales

argued that youth should be placed in specific correctiona
facilitiesdepending on the crime committed and should be
transferred to adifferent facility oncethey reach adult-
hood. President Oscar Berger has stated that thiswasan
unexpected situation and Fratti de Gonza ez would not be
fired. The president did, however, transfer the contral,
Security, and adminigtration of thejuvenilecorrectiond facili-
tiesto the Prison Director, reportedly because the Secre-
tariat of Social Welfare doesnot havethe armed person-
nel to provide security.

Vigilante Group ClaimsDeaths

Spokesmen of theNationd Civil Police (PNC) announced
that anarmed group cdling itsdf the Guardiansof the City
has claimed responsibility for the deaths of six alleged
gang membersin Coatepeque, Quetzaltenango. The
group a so distributed pamphl ets, vowing that they would
not stop until all of thecriminalsweregone. They urged
peopleto“form afront against theevilsof society,” dam-
ingthatinefficency preventsthepolicefrom adequatdly con-
frontingthepirdling violenceinthecountry.

According to LuisAlberto LOpez, theregional rep-
resentative of the Human Rights Procurator’s Office
(PDH), aprocessof socia cleansing hastaken placein
Guatemalainthelast year. Lépez said high levels of
insecurity have damaged theauthorities credibility, lead-
ing to theemergenceof groupsthat take mattersof justice
intotheir ownhands. Similar socid cleansang squadshave
also emergedin San Lucas Toliman.

Judiciary and Penitentiary Overwhemed

Reportsof kidnappings, murders, rapes, assaults, thefts,
and smilar crimeshaveflooded the Guatemaanjudicial
systemthisyear. Statisticsshow that criminal casesrep-
resent eighty-two percent of thetotal number of casesin
thesystem. Casesinthecivil branch, such asreal estate
conflicts, debt, and contracts, occupy second place,
amounting to only seven percent of thetotd. Inthird place
arecasesrelated tofamily law, including cases of domes-
ticviolence, divorce, and food subsidies.

From January to September 2, 2005, more than
131,000 cases entered the judiciary, attended by 565
courts. Expertsagreethat theinundation of thesystemis
duein part to the large number of arrests made by the
PNCthisyear.

The penitentiary system has al so been completely
overwhelmed by the arrests. A report by the Human
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Rights Procurator’s Office statesthat in 2004, eighty-
one percent of the 45,000 defendants went free for
lack of proof. Thosewho remaininjail faceinhumane
conditions. On average, each inmate has a space of
0.96 square meters. In“El Hoydn,” Escuintla, where
eighteen gang memberswerekilled on August 15 of
thisyear, each inmate has an average of 0.33 square
meters.

CongressApprovesWiretapping
Congressrecently approved alaw that allowsjudgesto
authorize the Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP) towiretap
privatetel ephone conversations. The Law of the Gen-
erd Civil Intelligence Office (DIGICl) authorizestempo-
rary tapping of telephone communicationsin caseswhere
“evidenceof organized crimind activity exists.”

Despitethefact that opposition was anticipated, the
article was approved by 108 Congressmen who were
present at thetime. According to Congressman Jorge
Soto of the New NationAlliance (ANN), therewill not
be aproblem, aslong asthe MP followsthelaw inits
gpplication. “Itislegidationthat Congressmust approve
tofortify thestateinitscombat against organized crime,”
said Soto.
The creation of the DIGICI wasincluded in the peace
agreement and in various security lawsanalyzedin the
legislature. Inthelaw approved, the DIGICI will be
assgnedtothe Ministry of theInterior.

Some organizations, such as the Myrna Mack
Foundation, expressed concern that the DIGICI might
overstepitsfunctions.

ChangestoMilitary Code Proposed
Various sectors of society challenged the proposed
changesto the Military Codethat would allow military
tribunalsto try cases of corruption and common crime
committed by membersof thearmy. Thelegidation, now
in Congress, would replacethe current Military Codewith
changesinmilitary penitentiary law, military processlaw,
military crimind law, and the organization and functioning
of military jurisdiction

“Inacountry like Guatemal a, decisions of that type
canonly betrandated asimpunity,” said MayraPaencia,
of the Coalition for Transparency. She added that the
changeswould hinder the prosecution of those members
of themilitary involvedinactsof corruption, humanrights
violations, and organized crime. The Guatemaan National

Revolutionary Union (URNG,) criticized the changesas
benefiting high-ranking and retired military officias. Ac-
cording toAdrianaBeltrén, of the Washington Officeon
LatinAmerica(WOLA), theMilitary Codelegidation
would not only violate the recommendati ons established
inthe PeaceAccords, but a so underminethe consolida-
tion of ademocratic systeminthe country.

In spite of the criticismsfrom civil society and the
president, thevotesof GANA, Integrationists, and the
FRG were sufficient to advance the legislation on
September 21. TheNationa Defense Commission, how-
ever, plansto further analyze the proposed changesand
has assured the public that they are awarethat thelaws
should adhereto the Congtitution and the Peace Accords.

Rumsfeld Meetswith Defense Ministers

Central American Defense Ministersmet with Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld to negotiate the creation of
aregional forcethat would respond to natural disasters,
aswell asaCentral American batalliontrained for peace
missions. Theagreement would dsoalow nationd armies
intheregionto participatein transnational operations
targeting narcotrafficking, gang activity, and human traf-
ficking. The Pentagon hasencouraged thistype of re-
gional cooperation asameansto avoid regiond instability
and addresscross-border threats, especidly after therati-
fication of the US-Central AmericaFree TradeAgree-
ment (DR-CAFTA). “Thosein the business commu-
nity understand the nexus between security and eco-
nomic opportunity. Money isacoward. It fleesuncer-
tainty, it fleesinstability,” said Rumsfeld to the gather-
ing of defenseministers.

For many, theideaof aregional forceisworrisome.
Condtitutionsand peacetresatiesthat ended bitter civil wars
intheregion havestrict [imitson therole of thearmed
forcesin policefunctions. Theselimitswereincluded
after yearsof military ruleinanumber of Centrd American
countries. Thereared o soveragn protectionsthet currently
bar joint military activitiesacrossborders.

Training Baseto Open in Cobén

Next year, the Regional School for Peace Keeping
Operationswill openin Coban, AltaVerapaz. Thebase
will reportedly serveto train Central American soldiers
who participatein United Nationsmissions. Minister of
Defense Carlos Aldanasaid that the government of
Guatemalahasthe support of the United Stateswith an
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initid contributionof tenmillionquezdesfor thepreparationof the
base. Cobén was selected asthe sitefor the school based
on an agreement reached at the Conference of Central
American Armed Forces.

Drug-Running Ex-K aibilesArrested in Mexico

The Mexican Secretary of Defense announced thearrest
of six Guatema ans, five of them former kaibiles, an€lite
forcetranedincountarinaurgency tedics TheGuaemadanswere
accused of belonging to Los Zetas, agroup of assas-
sinspaid by narcotraffickers. Guatemalan Minister of
Defense CarlosAldanaVillanueva, confirmed that four of
thesix arrested wereformer kaibiles. JoseArmando Ledn
Herndndez, an expl osives expert, abandoned hispost as
akaibil in October 2004. Selvin Camposeco Montgjo
deserted in June 2001, and Edin JoséAragon Stwolinsky,
apilot, left the armed forces in February 2004. José
Ortega, an expert in explosives, resignedin 1997. Pos-
g bleconnectionsbetween theother threemen arrested and
the Guatemalan military areunder investigation.

The Mutual Support Group (GAM) asked that the
authoritiesclosethe school for kaibilesand to continueto
investigate members of the armed forcesinvolved in
narcotrafficking, but alsoin massacres, extrgjudicial ex-
ecutions, disappearances, and actsof intimidation.

DrugTraffickersEludeAuthorities
Sixty agentsof theAnti-narcoticAndyssand Information
Service(SAIA), supported by the US Drug Enforcement
Agency, continued to search for twenty-three alleged
narcotraffickersfrom | zaba and the Petén whose extra-
dition hasbeen requested by the United States. One SAIA
agent said that the agency hasrecently eradicated acres
of marijuanaplantsin the Petén and confiscated jetswith
Colombianregigration.

Sofar thisyear, Guatemal an authorities have appre-
hended eight people under international arrest warrants
for their participationin drug trafficking.

Nicaragua RatifiesDR-CAFTA

On October 10, the National Assembly in Nicaragua
ratified the US-Central AmericaFree TradeAgreement
(DR-CAFTA),whichdsoindudestheDominicanRepublic. The
measure pased withforty-ninevotesinfavor fromtheLib-
eral Congtitutionalist Party (PLC) and independent rep-
resentatives, and thirty-seven votes against from the
SandinigaNationd Liberaion Front (FSLN). Nicaraguais

thesixth country toratify thetreaty. CostaRicaistheonly
country included that has yet to ratify the agreement.
Alvaro Fialos, president of the National Union of Ag-
ricultural and Farm Workers (UNAG), said that the ap-
prova of DR-CAFTA will mean “death” for national pro-
ducersbecausethey do not havethe ability to compete,
givenUSagricultura subsidies. Fialossaidthat it would
have been better if the Congressmen had postponed the
ratification and discussed aseries of lawsto protect the
Sector.

HIV-AIDSVictimsLack Medicine

Almost 1,300 peoplelivingwithHIV-AlDSand regis
tered with the Guatemalan Socid Security Indtitute (IGSS)
areat risk of dying becausethey lack accessto medicine.
The shortage haslasted at |east six months. Asaresult,
tenchildrendiedinthePediatric Unitin GuatemaaCity dur-
ing thefirst nine months of thisyear. Asfactorsinthe
children’sdegths, authoritiesof thel GSSlist thefallure of
antiretrovira drug providersand delaysinauthorization, as
wdl asweskimmunesysemsand manutrition. According to
CrigtinaCaderdn, Executive Director of the Foundation to
Prevent AIDS, eighty percent of AIDS patients do not
receive compl etetreatment.

ThreatsAgainst Journalists Not Prosecuted

The Specia Prosecutor for CrimesAgaingt Journdlists has
received 174 reports since it was created in 2001.
According to attorney Mario Castarieda, only three of
these cases have been successfully prosecuted. Hesaid
that the victims often discontinue the case because they
are afraid or because they do not trust the justice sys-
temto resolvethe matter. Theattack against José Rubén
Zamora, president of the newspaper El Periddico, is
one of the casesthat remainsactive.

UN Defines Enfor ced Disappear ance
Twenty-fiveyears after the organization Relatives of the
Disappeared in Latin Americabegan pressuring for anin-
ternational convention on enforced disappearance, the
Working Group on Enforced or Invol untary Disgppearances
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
drafted aconventionwhich defined enforced disgppearance
forthefirgtimeinatreety.

Thedraft convention will be submitted to the UN
Commission on Human Rights and subsequently to
the UN General Assembly for approval, before being
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opened for signature and ratification next year. The
convention also requires statesthat haveratified the
treaty to find the bodies of disappeared persons and
returnthemtothefamilies.

Deforestation Acceler ates

An evauation conducted by the Environmental |mpact
Indtitutereved ed that deforestation at theMayan Biogphere
reserveisincreasing. Thestudy, entitled “Whereisthe
Mayan Biosphere Headed?” indicated that theregion lost
some 2,200 hectacresof forest, according to studiesfrom
1986 to 2004. Extending two million hectacres, there-
serveisthelargest protected areainthe country. Statis-
tics show that deforestation has accelerated in the past
few years. Over 11,000 hectacreswere affected between
2001 and 2002. That figureroseto 18,000 hectacresin
2002, and 22,000 in 2003. The principal damage has
occurredin Lagunadel TigreNational Park, the biotope
Lagunadd Tigre, and Sierradel Lacandon National Park.

Cuba Sends535 Medicsto Guatemala
Withthearrival of 100 more Cuban medicssent to assist
the victims of Hurricane Stan, the number of Cuban
medicsin Guatemalaroseto 535. Therecently arrived
medics are from the “Henry Reeve’ Contingency
Specidizingin Disastersand Large Epidemics, which has
already sent other groups of medicsto Guatemala. Juan
Carlos Dupuy, chief of the Contingency, explained that
theassociation travel ed to Guatema awiththemissonto
savelives, aboveadl the children and elderly affected by
thehurricane.

CommunitiesOppose Prisons

Fearing increased violence, citizensin Solol4, Escuintla,
San Marcosand PlayaGrande, Ixcan have all opposed
President Oscar Berger’splantotransfer imprisoned gang
membersto prisonsor former military basesintheir com-
munities. Residents stated that the measurewould only
provoke discontent, insecurity and anxiety. They added
that the government should instead prioritize educational
and cultura projectsthat would addressthe poverty and
lack of development intheseregions.

OTHER RESOURCES

Amnesty I nternational, “ Guatemala No Protection, No
Jugtice: Killingsof Womenin Guatemala’ (June9, 2005).

Thereport examinestheriseinthemurdersof womenin
Guatemdaover htelast threeyearsandisavailableonline
at: http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/guatemal a/
document.dod0=280F8FE94B 2826C48025701C00330145.

Richard A.Wilson, “IstheLegdization of Human Rights
Redlly the Problem? Genocidein the Guatemal an Histori-
cd Clarification Commission.” InS. Meckled-Garciaand
B. Cdli, Eds. The Legalization of Human Rights (New
York: Routledge, 2005), 81-98.

Carol Zardetto, Con Pasion Absoluta (Premio
Centroamericano de Novela‘ Mario Monteforte Toledo,’
2004). Guatemaa F & G Editores, 2005.
http:/Amww.fygeditores.com.

TheWashington Officeon Latin America’ smost re-
cent edition of CrossCurrentsisavailableonlineat:
http://www.wola.org/publications/cross_currents2005/
cc_find_july 05.pdf.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Becomeahuman rightsobserver in Guatemalal The Gua
temalaAccompaniment Project (GA.P) of the Network
in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala(NISGUA) is
awayslookingfor qudified candidatesto be humanrights
accompaniers.

Next training: January 22-29, 2006
Application deadline: November 28, 2005
(location to be determined)

For moreinformation, contact:

Catherine Norrisat 202-265-8713;
nisguagap@ige.org; Www.nisgua.org
NISGUA

1830 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20009

Now Available: Juana Ana Cafe
Delicious fair trade, shade-grown, organic coffee.
$7.00
All purchases benefit the coffee cooperative in
San Lucas Toliman and GHRC/USA.
contact infoaoc@ghre-usa.org to oraer
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.

Editors:  Carrie Stengel (cstengel@ghrc-usa.org)
Pat Davis (pdavis@ghrc-usa.org)
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