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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Bomb Scare at CALDH Office

1/11/05 - On January 11, staff members of the Center
for Human RightsLegal Action (CALDH) hadtoleave
their workplace because of an anonymous bomb threat.
Accordingto Miguel Angel Albizirez, aCALDH repre-
sentative, at approximately 8 AM that morning, an uni-
dentified malecaller warned that abomb had been placed
onthe CALDH premisesand could detonate at any mo-
ment. No bombs, however, werefound.

Albizirez added that asimilar incident occurred
last July when CALDH memberswereforced to leave
their officesdueto abomb threat, which turned out to be
afdseaam. Thispreviousintimidation occurred during
anationwideincrease of threatsagainst human rightsac-
tivigs

Women’s Convergence Offices Robbed
1/07/05 - Theofficesof theWomen’'sCivicand Palitical
Convergencewerebrokeninto despiteextrasecurity mea:
sures. Accordingto director DoraAmaliaTaracena, the
officeswere closed for holiday vacations; however, or-
ganization membersvisited thebuilding daily. Ontheday
of theincident, Taracenaarrived to find the officesempty
but saw indicationsthat intruders had broken into the of -
ficesthrough thegarage.

Neighborswho were questioned said they had
not noticed anything strange. In addition, thecrimeoc-
curred despitethefact that security personnel for anearby
factory constantly patrol thezone 3 area.

Taracena, concerned by therobbery, urged au-
thoritiesto find those responsiblefor the crime. Among
theitems stolen were documents and computer equip-
ment worth an estimated Q85,000 (approximately
$10,500), all effortsof yearsof hard work. Human ex-
crement wasalso found at the scene.

TheWomen'sCivicand Political Convergenceis
aGuatema an women'sempowerment organization and

ispart of the Coordinating Office of Political Actionfor
Women'sHealth and Development, aswell asthe Politi-
ca Equity Commission.

HIJOS Foundation Robbed

1/10/05 - The headquarters of the Foundation of Chil-
drenfor Identity and Justice Against Forgetfulnessand
Silence (HIJOS) was robbed during the early morning
hourson January 9. According to Radl N§era, amem-
ber of thegroup, the tolenitemsincluded testimonid files
onarmy tortures, sound equipment, persond journas, and
an electricity generator. Theoffice, whichwasrel ocated
to zone 1 from zone 2 in Guatemala City, was robbed
just oneday after itsofficia opening.

According to N§jera, the act wasnot part of the
wave of common crime. Instead, he stated that therob-
bery, “hasto dowith the parallel powers,” referring to
clandestinearmed groups.

FUNDAMENTAL VIOLATIONS

Police Shoot Two Campesinos Protesting
Mining Activities
1/13/05 - On January 11, at least two peoplewerekilled
and twelve other campesinos and police officerswere
injured when protestersfired handguns, threw stones, and
erected barriersof burning tiresto block atruck carrying
equipment headed to agold minein northern Guatemala.
Morethan 750 police officersand soldiers, many
wearing riot gear and flanked by an armored vehiclefit-
ted with amassivemeta scoopto clear the highway, were
escorting thetruck after resdentsof the provincial capita
of Sololavowed torefusetolet it passthroughtheir city.
Locd officidsinitialy granted permissonfor the
mining equipment to movethrough the community; how-
ever, they changed their mindswhen they learned aSolola
pedestrian bridgethat leads over the highway would have
to betaken apart and then later reassembled in order to
alow thetruck and itscargo of atowering metal cylinder
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to passthrough. The pedestrian bridge, built by residents
who donated their time, has become a source of civic
pridefor many in Sololg, aswell asthe surrounding prov-
ince of the same name. Locals have also objectedto a
gold minelocated sixty milesto thenorth wheretheequip-
ment isheaded, saying activitiestheremay be damaging
theenvironment.

The mayor of Solola, Dominga Vasquez, has
publically denounced mining activities, consequently, she
hasreceived tel ephonethreatswarning her that shewould
haveto face the consequencesif she continued to sup-
port the obstruction of thetruck and pipefrom passing
through. Ananonymouscaller asked her, “Why areyou
mead a thegovernment? If you continuewith thisattitude,
be advised of what will happentoyou.” Vasguez de-
manded the name of the caller, to which he responded,
“ Sooner or later, you' || know.”

Thetruck originaly beganitsjourney from Gua-
temalaCity to themine 185 milesto the north on Decem-
ber 6 but wasforced to pull off thetwo-lanetransnational
highway and wait for weekswhileauthorities negotiated
itstrip through Solol&. Shortly before dawn on January
11, thetruck beganitsnorthward push again. Facing threets
of violence, policeand soldierswere ordered by the Gua-
temal an government to help it completethejourney.

Asthetruck reached thetown of LosEncuentros,
located along an important interchange of highwaysten
milesfrom Solol& soutskirts, hundreds of protesterson
either sdeof the highway pelted it with rocksand sticks,
and at least afew opened fire with guns, said Oscar
Sanchez, aspokesman for the area’ svolunteer fire de-
partment.

Policeignited tear gascanistersandfiredinthe
air totry and dispersethe protesters. Snchez said seven
police officers had been transported to ahospital inthe
city of Chimaltenango to betreated for injuries. Accord-
ingto Daniel Pascud, arepresentative of the Campesino
Coordinating Committee (CONIC), Rall Castro Bocel
andMigud Tzorin Tzuy werekilled, and at |east five other
localswereinjured. A day later, Interior Minister Carlos
Vielmannissued sixteen arrest warrantsfor assumed | ead-
ersof theevent, including an arrest warrant for mayor
Vésquez.

About 1,500 people participatedinafunerd pro-
cessionfor Rall Castro Bocd carrying Signs, which said
“Killer police.” Leadersof themovement, Vicente Chumil
and SantosMendoza, of the Indigenous Defense, insti-
gated ardly inthecenter of town shouting, “thefight con-

tinues.” Some peopl e continued marching to the police
subgtation wherethey threw rocksat thewindowsand it
apolicecar onfire. Immediately, policeforcesresponded
by throwing canistersof tear gasinto thecrowd. Nearby
shops closed down, and campesinos warned, “We do
not want policeinour communities.” They also said that
if Vielmann'sarrest orderswere carried out, they would
react with moreforce.

In the end, the truck and pipe were ableto fit
under the pedestrian bridgewithout taking it apart. The
caravan began making adow trek up themountain high-
way, but itspath continued to beimpeded by anumber of
makeshift, burning roadblocks.

Carlos Calju, a spokesman for the na-
tiond policeforce, sad authoritieswould continueto battle
protestersuntil the mining equipment reached itsdestina:
tion. “Theorder from theInterior Secretary isthat the
cylinder must moveon,” hesaid. According to authori-
ties, the caravan iswell equipped to handle any future
attemptsto block its passageto San Marcos.

Meanwhile, campesinos continueto protest min-
ing exploration by the Montana Company. Inthe past,
Berger has said that the government must comply with
Convention 169 of theInternational Labor Organization,
which statesthat local communities must be consulted
before mining exploration can begin. However, speaking
to reportersin Guatemala City beforethe Sololaprotest
turned deadly, President Oscar Berger said hisgovern-
ment “ had to establish therule of law. We haveto protect
theinvestors.”

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Reduction in Officers Responsible for Inves-
tigating 257 Femicides
1/8/05 - The number of police officersin chargeof in-
vestigating the assassi nation of women hasdeclined from
twenty-twotofive. Theseagentsareresponsiblefor in-
vestigating 257 cases; last year the twenty-two officers
from the Section on Homicides of Women arrested sev-
enty-seven suspectsand resolved 142 cases.

Erwin Sperisen, director of the National Civil
Police (PNC) stated that the reduction of officersisdue
to aseriouslack of detectives and becausetheratio of
deaths of mentowomenisthreeto one. Statisticsfrom
the PNC indicate that during 2004, therewere 531 vio-
lent deaths of women. TheNo ViolenceAgainst Women

January 15, 2005

UPDATE- page 2

Vol 17 No 2



Network recorded 527 femicides; thisis144 more deaths
than thewomen’s organi zation reported in 2003.

L ast September, the Organi zation of American
Statesrapporteur onissuesof Women'sHuman Rights,
SusanaVillaran, met with President Oscar Berger, I nte-
rior Minister CarlosVielmann, officialsfromthe Public
Prosecutor’s Office (MP), and Sperisen. During her
meeting with representatives from the MP and PNC,
Villarén sated thet theinvestigation should betaken“ more
serioudy” after observing that the PNC had only twenty-
two officersinvestigating femicide, al of whomwerelo-
cated in Guatemala City whileneglecting rural areas.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

EU Asks for Passage of Adoption Law

1/7/05 - Ambassadorsfrom the European Union (EU),
led by Dutch ambassador Bea Ten Tusscher, requested
that Guatemalaapprove alaw that regulates adoption.
Tusscher stated that the new adoption law shouldincor-
porate rules contained in the Hague Convention. The
incoming president of Guatemala's Congress, Jorge
Meéndez, said that he foreseesthe passage of such alaw.

LABOR RIGHTS

CC Requests for Explanation of Minimum
Wage Freeze

1/4/05 - The Congtitutional Court (CC) hasasked Presi-
dent Oscar Berger to explain the basis of Government
Accord 378-2004 which resolvesto freezethe minimum
wage. Accordingto aninjunction law, thepresident has
forty-eight hoursto submit areport explaining the back-
ground and nature of the accord, inresponsetoaclaim
made against the accord by the Guatemalan Workers
Union (UNSITRAGUA).

According tothelabor union, thelegidation does
not provideworkerswiththerightsasstipulatedin article
102 of the Guatemal an Condtitution. Additionaly, article
103 of the Labor Code states that the minimum wage
must cover at least thebasic cost of living; however, the
wagethatiscurrently setisessentialy haf of alivingwage.

On December 16, Berger set thedaily minimum
wage for 2005 at the current rate of Q38.60 (approxi-
mately $4.89) per day for non-farm work and Q39.67
(approximately $5) per day for farmwork. Thelast wage

increase occurred last July when the non-farmratein-
creased by sixteen percent, and agriculturework wages
wereraised by twenty-one percent.

UNSITRAGUA also announced that various
unionsthroughout Guatemal amay taketheclaim before
the I nter-American Human Rights Court.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Congress Cancels Lawmakers’ Raise
1/6/05 - The Permanent Commission of Congress, which
will direct and govern the L egidative body between De-
cember 1, 2004 and January 14, 2005, announcedin a
recent press conferencethat it would not support the sal-
ary raisesfor the 158 membersof their parliament.

AntonioArenaesForno, second chair of the Per-
manent Commission, said the decision wastaken at the
request of severa parliamentary members. Rolando
MoraesChavez, outgoing president both of thecommis-
sion and Congress, said he had already instructed Con-
gress Financial Department to follow through with the
decison.

ArenalesForno said the decision wastaken to
prevent socia upheava from civil organi zationsthat have
been protesting the salary spike.

USTR Increases Pressure to Drop Data
Protection Law

1/14/05 - In ameeting with ambassadorsfrom the Do-
minican Republic and five Central American countries,
the Officeof theUS Trade Representative (USTR) warned
that a.continuing pharmaceutical disputewith Guatemala
could delay congressional consideration of afreetrade
agreement package. Thegod of themeetingwasto“ make
certainal CAFTA governmentsunderstood our position
onthisissuefirsthand, sncethey aredl partiesto CAFTA
and areall equally affected by itsprogress,” saidaUS
tradeofficid.

USTR wants Guatemal ato resolve aconflict be-
tween apharmaceutica law it passed latelast year andits
obligations under the US-Central AmericaFree Trade
Agreement (CAFTA) to provide five-year’s worth of
protectionfor clinicd tria dataused to ensure safety and
gain marketing approval.

The Guatemaanlaw “ givesthe US Congressthe
impression that Guatemalais not serious about comply-
ingwith commitmentsit madeinthe CAFTA,” according
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toaJanuary 10 fact sheet issued by the USembassy in
Guatemala. Thiscould*resultin CAFTA not being rati-
fied by the US Congress, whereaclosevoteisexpected,”
thefact sheet said.

According to informed sources, Guatemala's
ambassador said that hisgovernment intendsto resolve
theissueexpeditioudy. However, it fill remainsaques-
tion asto how Guatemal aintendsto settlethe dispute,
informed sourcessaid.

Atissueisalaw the Guatemalan Congress ap-
proved by an overwhelming mgjority latelast month that
essentidly killsafive-year period of dataprotection that
Guatemalahad offered for patented drug companies clini-
cd trid data. It doesso by stipulating that Guatema awill
offer fiveyearsworth of protectionto”new” pharmaceu-
tical products, according to thefact sheet. However, the
law definesnew productsasthosethat have never before
received marketing approva in Guatemaaand therest of
theworld, according to the embassy.

Thefact sheet said that drug companieswith a
patent usualy receive marketing approval inthecountries
wherethedrugsareinvented beforethey seek marketing
gpprova in Guatemala.

Therefore, thenew law effectively eiminatesthe
five-year dataexclusivity provision, accordingtothe US
embassy. The CAFTA deal obligates countriesto pro-
videfive year’sworth of protection for patented drug
companies clinical trial information. Thefive-year pe-
riod beginsoncethedrug company with apatent receives
approval to market thedrug.

Generic companiesrely on thisinformation to
demondratethat the drug they have manufactured issafe
inorder to securemarketing approva, NGO sourcessaid.
Without accessto these data, generic drug makerswould
haveto completetheir ownclinicd trias, which generaly
provetoo costly to pursue, NGO sourcessaid. Generic
companiesareasoresponsiblefor proving their drug is
biologically equivaent to the brand named drug.

NGO sources questioned how USTR could
chargethat the new Guatemalan law violates CAFTA,
giventhat thedeal hasyet to take effect.

Separately, Democratic House membersare con-
sidering waysto convey to the BushAdministration that
dataprotection of clinical trial datashould be excluded
fromthe CAFTA package, aHousesourcesaid. According
to the source, imposing this requirement on developing
countries such as Guatemalawould impede their access
to affordablemedicine.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Civil Society Objects to Creation of Special
Military Prosecutor

1/4/05 - Human rights organi zations objected to the cre-
ation of aspecia prosecutor whoseduty will bestrictly to
investigatemilitary personnd. Thisnew positionwaspro-
posed in the new Military Code, which Congress ap-
proved.

Mario Polanco, of the Mutual Support Group
(GAM), believesthat civil society should opposethecre-
ation of thisposition. Orlando Blanco, of the Interna-
tiond Center for thelnvestigation of Human Rights, stated,
“Thisposition of specia prosecutor will beturnedintoa
filter for impunity ininvestigationsagaingt military person-
nd.”

Armando Paniagua, president of the Congres-
sond Defense Commission, Signaed that thepositionwill
not be approved until March, inwhich casethereistime
to hear reservations.

EX-PACS Ask To Be Taken Into Account Like
Victims

1/7/05 - Former membersof the Civil Defense Patrols
have asked administrators of the National Reparations
Program (PNR) to consider them asvictimsof theinter-
nal armed conflict when determining who should receive
financia compensation. Intheupcomingweeks, thePNR
will discussthe possibility. CarlosAldana, of the PNR,
acknowledged that theinclusion of the ex-Pac’sinthe
reparationsprogramwould beextremely problematicsnce
many people seethem asmurderers.

Four variables are considered when deciding
whether toincludeanindividua inthelist of thoseto re-
ceivereparations. theact inwhich theindividua’srights
wereviolated, theeffects of that act, the victim’ssubse-
quent quality of life, and thevictim’sfuture prospects.

Judge Orders Reinvestigation into Spanish
Embassy Massacre

1/13/05 - Judge Saul Alvarez ordered the Public
Prosecutor’ s Office (MP) to continuewith theinvestiga-
tion that began twenty-fiveyearsago into the burning of
the Spanish Embassy inwhich thirty-seven peoplewere
killed. Missing evidenceincludesareport from the now
defunct Nationa Police (PN) regarding the officerswho
wererespons blefor theeviction of the campesinosfrom
the embassy on January 31, 1980, aswell as, forensic
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studies on weapons at the scene of the massacre.
Theattack, whichincluded setting firetotheem-
bassy, claimed thelivesof thefirst secretary of the Span-
ish diplomatic delegation Jaime Ruiz del Arbol, former
Guatemal an vice-pres dent Eduardo Caceres, former for-
eign minister Adolfo Molina, and Vicente Mench,
RigobertaMench(’sfather. Those accused areformer
defacto president Efrain Rios Montt, former president
Romeo L ucas Garciaand hisbrother Benedicto, former
Minister of Defense Oscar MgiaVictores, LucasGarcias
Minister of Defense Angel Anibal Guevara, Chief of the
Nationa Police Germéan ChupinaBarahona, former Inte-
rior Minister Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz, and former head of
the now defunct “6th Command”’(a secret
counterinsurgency squad) Pedro Garcia.

Citizens Do Not Trust Justice Sector

1/15/05 - Inasurvey published by the daily newspaper
Prensa Libraand conducted by Vox Latina, the Guate-
malan publicrated their level of confidenceintheir justice
system. According tothepoll, fifty-two percent of citi-
zensfee that the Public Prosecutor’s Office (MP), the
institution charged with criminal investigation, doesnot
do an adequatejob; only 42.3 percent gavethe MPtheir
approval.

RegardingtheNational Civil Police (PNC), 69.8
percent of the popul ation surveyed ook unfavorably on
their work. The Constitutiona court received disapprov-
ing marks by 55.6 percent of the population, and even
worseamong young peopleaged eighteen to twenty-nine.
Thecourtsin Guatemalaare viewed negatively by 66.8
percent, and thegovernment asawholewasonly givena
33.8 percent approval rating.

While citizens of Guatemala are wary of the
courts, the police, the CC, and the MP, they expressed
faithinlocal government, the churches, themedia, and
the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office.

OTHER INFORMATION

PNC: A Violent Beginning for 2005

1/3/05 - Thebeginning of 2005 hasbeen tragic for Gua-
temalans; the act of combating the escal ating violence
threatensto be one of themost difficult factorsfor the
president’ssecond year in office. Forty peoplediedvio-
lently thefirst day of theyear; thisequatesto 1.7 deaths
per hour. Additionally, sixty-fiveotherswerewoundedin

some of the same circumstances, according to Carlos
Cdlju, arepresentative of the Nationd Civil Police (PNC).
Director of the PNC, Erwin Sperisen, did not comment
onthematter. Hedidindicatethat hewould giveapress
conferenceat alater dateto discussofficial dataand pro-
posalsfor citizen security.

According to Mario Polanco, representative of
the Mutual Support Group (GAM), these statisticsare
troubling, aboveall, becausethey signd that there contin-
uesto beaclimateof political insecurity. Polanco stated
that although GAM did not put out its customary end-of-
the-year report for 2004, there were atotal number of
1,960 violent deaths, according to officia reports. This
marks a 42.5 percent increase from the 1,375 violent
deathsregisteredin 2003.

542 Police Officers Fired in 2004

1/6/05 - For crimesranging from corruption, kidnap-
ping, assault, drug trafficking, homicide, and rape, 542
policeofficersfromthe National Civil Policeweredis-
missed in 2004. According to PNC director Erwin
Sperissen, restructuring brought on numerouschangesthat
will continueinto 2005.

Statisticsfrom the PNC show that eighty-three
percent of the dismissalswerein responseto officers
participationinillegd activities, while seven percent were
let go dueto adminigtrativereorganizing.

Berger Says Anti-Violence Policies a Priority
1/10/05 - In his state of the nation speech, President
Oscar Berger lamented the uncontrol | able spate of vio-
lencethat hasmarked hisfirst year. Asaresult, Berger
promised to invest more resourcesinto education, secu-
rity, andinfrastructurethisyear.

Secretary for Economic Planning, Hugo Beteta,
disclosed the government’snew plan of action. Inthis
“1000 Day Plan,” thegovernment will invest Q8 billion
(approximately $1 billion) into security, infrastructure, and
job creation.

Menchu to Seek OAS Chair

1/11/05 - On January 11, Nobel laureate Rigoberta
Menchu said sheisdetermined to head the Organization
of American States. “1 am determined to put all my ca-
pacity and experienceinto service, taking advantage of
the enormous potential offered to the continent,” said
Menchu, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prizein
1992 for her work as an organizer of resistance to op-
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pression in Guatemalaand the strugglefor indigenous
peoples rights.

Menchu said that the possibility of competing for
the position of secretary-genera “wouldfill mewith deep
pridefor thehonor it would mean for Guatemala.”

“| amapersonfamiliar with the continent and the
enormousneedsof therura areas, particularly of thein-
digenous people and theimpoverished social sectors,”
Menchu added.

Though the Guatema an government hasnot offi-
cially endorsed Mench(’s candidacy to head the OAS,
the president said hewould support the Guatemal an ac-
tivist for thepogtion.

Striking Controllers Fired and Airport
Reopened

1/13/05 - Guatemala’'s main international airport
reopened on January 13 after the government fired
striking controllersand brought in foreignersto oversee
air traffic. Civil Aeronautics Director, Jose Presa
Abascal, said the use of controllersfrom Honduras,
Mexico, and El Salvador was“atemporary measure
while we organize and contract local controllers.”

Fiveof theeghty controllerswhowent on strike
on January 11 were detained on January 13 on charges
of having abandoned their duties. Their attorneystold
broadcastersthat the charge wasinvalid because they
had been working without acontract since the start of
theyear.

The Civil Aeronautics Department estimated
losses at about $9 million because of lost flights,
uncollected travel taxes, and perishable goods that
could not be shipped.

Thewalkout forced twenty-fiveflightstoland
at other airports and twenty-five other flights were
grounded in Guatemala City. PresaAbascal said the
controllers wanted araise of Q5,000 (approximately
$625) amonth. But Roberto Girén, the controllers’
spokesman, said they only wanted to be considered
full-time staff memberswith full benefits, as opposed
to contract workers. Controllers earn between $625
to $2,185 amonth, PresaAbascal said.

Gunmen Kill Six in Guatemala Quarry

1/14/05 - Gunmen shot and killed six youthsinaquarry
on January 14 after snatching them from the streets of
GuatemalaCity aday earlier, inwhat may havebeena

gangkilling, policesaid.

“Thevictims comefrom poor neighborhoods;
they areall young, and the shootingsdo not look profes-
sional. For thisreason, wethink thisisagang problem
and not drug traffickers,” officer Hugo Blanco said.

However, noneof thevictimsborethedigtinctive
tattoosthat identify membersof Central Americasultra-
violent street gangs, the“MaraSavatrucha” and“Mara-
18”

The six youthswere found in amakeshift sand
quarry tunnel onahilltop at the edge of the city. Gunmen
had shot themin their heads, facesand bodies.

Two of thevictimswere half-brothers, and an-
other victimwasayoung femal e and thought to be Nica-
raguan. Witnessessaid the brotherswereambushedina
poor district of the city on Thursday and carried off by
fifteenarmed mentravelinginfivecars.

Guatemaaisoneof theworld' smost violent coun-
tries, withahomiciderate of around thirty-six per 100,000
citizens. Government sourcesadmit lessthan five percent
of murdersresultinaconviction.

Retdiatory killingsbetweenthegangsarerespon-
sblefor many of thedeeths, dthough vigilante-styleextra
judicid killingsof suspected criminasarea so common.

Civil Society Presents Alternative Report to
Congress

1/15/05 - While President Berger presented hisyearly
report to Congress, hundreds of campesinos, unionists,
retired citizens, indigenousMayans, teechers, women, and
other socia activisismarched to Congressto present their
analysisof President Berger’sfirst year in officeand the
political agendaof thesocia justicemovement.

Civic groupswere primarily demanding thefol -
lowing 1) improved rurd development policy; 2) increased
respect for human rights, aswell as, socid, cultural, and
economic rights; 3) that Congressdoesnot ratify thepend-
ing US-Centrd AmericaFree TradeAgreement (CAFTA);
and thearticulation of labor and wage policy.

Furthermore, groupscriticized themining activity
that provoked the death of two campesinos on January
11 and presented legal and grassroots actionsto revoke
mininglicenses
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RESOURCES

Buried Secrets: Truth and Human Rights in
Guatemala. Victoria Sanford. Newly released in
paperpack. Buried Secrets chronicles the journey of
Mayan survivorsof thearmed conflict seeking truth, jus-
tice, and community healing, and demonstratesthat the
Guatemalan army carried out asystemic and intentional
genocide. Availableat http://www.pal grave-usa.com/
Catal og/product.aspx 2 sbhn=1403965595

Landing Vote: Representation and Land Re-
form in Latin America. Nancy Lapp. An unique
exploration of theconditionsunder which democraticLatin
American governmentsaddressthe persistent politica and
economicinequities. Avallableat http://www.pa grave-
usa.com/Catal og/product.aspx 7 sbn=1403965048

LAST WORD

According to a survey conducted for El Periédico by
Borgeand Associates:

* Percentage of Guatemalanswhofeel they areworse
off now than under the Portillo administration: 33

* Percentagewho think thingsarethe same: 45

 Percentagewho feel they are better off: 17

According to aVox L atino survey conducted between
December 26, 2004 and January 5, 2005, progressive
Congresswoman and human rightsadvocate Nineth Mon-
tenegro was sel ected as Person of the Year out of afield
of five candidates chosen by themedia

 Nineth Montenegro: 32.1 percent
» HildaMorales: 21.9 percent

» Sergio Morales: 18 percent

* Juan LuisFlorido: 4.3 percent
Celvin Galindo: 3.7 percent

2005 Guatemala Calendars on Sale

Wovenintraditional, centuries-old patterns, Guatemalan
textilesnow shimmer inthedazzling colorsmadepossible
by modern dyes. Inthiscaendar, photographer Lid Den-
nis, author of fivebooksontravel and thedecorativearts,
presentstwenty-five colorful imagesof Guatemalansand
thelr fantadtictrajes, clothing formsdating back morethan

300 years. Dennis' saccompanying text describesthe
significanceof the clothing and provides snippetsof cul-
turd information.

Enjoy colorsof Guatemalaall year long for $5
plus shipping and handling ($2). Offer valid through
Februrary 28.

Write checksto GHRC/USA, with “Calendar”
inthememo line, and send to 3321 12th St. NE Wash-
ington DC 20017. You can also call or send usafax to
pay by credit card or find out moreinformation (tele-
phone: 202.529.6599; fax 202.526.4611)

Stay UPDATED on the Human Rights
situation in Guatemala in 2005 by fill-
ing out the subscription form below.
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[ ]
[ ]
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[ ]
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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