February 28, 2008

Minister Juan Luis Florido

Attorney General of Guatemala

Guatemala City

Guatemala

Distinguished Minister Florido,

We write to you today out of concern over recent attacks, threats and acts of intimidation against human rights defenders in Guatemala. Most recently, members of the Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology Team (Fundación de Antropología Forense Guatemala, FAFG) have again come under attack in the form of a death threat received on February 2, 2008. This most recent incident involving members of the FAFG is a continuance of a long history of threats and violence against the group as a result of their exhumation work which aims to identify victims of massacres during the internal armed conflict in Guatemala. 

A recent survey by the Guatemalan Protection Unit for Human Rights Defenders found that the Attorney General’s office had failed to identify the perpetrators in any of nearly 200 attacks against human rights defenders over a six month period in 2007. The Attorney General’s Office must rectify this institutional failure and demonstrably challenge the climate of impunity by prosecuting the perpetrators of attacks against human rights defenders, as well as other crimes.  

In a previous correspondence to you in June 2007, several of the signatories of the present letter detailed a number of attacks against Guatemalan human rights defenders, including death threats received by FAFG staff in May 2007. To our knowledge, none of these incidents have been thoroughly investigated. The failure to investigate such crimes encourages future attacks and may give the impression to some sectors of Guatemalan society that the State condones the behavior. 

On February 2, 2008, Gianni Peccerelli, the brother of Fredy Peccerelli who is the Executive Director of FAFG, received a text message on his mobile phone threatening his safety along with that of Fredy, Bianca Peccerelli (sister of Fredy) and Omar Bertoni Giron (FAFG Laboratory Coordinator and brother-in-law of Fredy). The threat was received the same day that the newspaper Siglo XXI published an article announcing that the Deputy Minister of the Interior would review police personnel assigned to protection duties.

To our knowledge there has been no action taken to investigate the sending of the text message. As you are aware, in 2002 the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) awarded precautionary measures in favor of the four individuals named above, along with other FAFG members. In 2006, the Inter-American Court on Human Rights renewed the request. We welcome the protection that the Guatemalan state has provided to FAFG, in particular to Fredy Peccerelli. However, concerns persist regarding the effectiveness of the protection provided. In January 2006, FAFG staff members were threatened shortly after protection measures had been reduced. Clearly, the protection measures provided for the FAFG are critical to their safety, and as such, their quality and consistency must be assured. 

In closing, we respectfully urge you to conduct prompt, comprehensive and impartial investigations into attacks against human rights defenders and prosecute those responsible. Successful investigations and prosecutions will serve to highlight the Attorney General’s commitment to combating impunity and restoring the rule of law in Guatemala. 

In addition we also ask that you immediately conduct a thorough and impartial investigation into all threats against FAFG. As a component of this request we ask that you guarantee access to case files for all investigators assigned to the FAFG cases. 

We thank you for attention to these concerns and would appreciate a response as to the status of investigations into the threats against the FAFG. 

Sincerely,

Maureen Meyer

Associate for Mexico and Central America

Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA)

Andrew Hudson

Associate Attorney

Human Rights Defenders Program

Human Rights First 

Lisa Haugaard

Executive Director

Latin America Working Group (LAWG)

Carlos Albacete

Co-Director

Tropico Verde/ParksWatch Guatemala 

Marty Jordan



Co-Director

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA

Julie Suarez

Co-Director

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA

Jennifer DeLury Ciplet

Executive Director

Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA)

