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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Judgein Menchu CaseAttacked

OnAugust 24, the Guatemalan press reported
that unknown persons attacked and robbed the president
of theTenth Criminal Court, Leonel MezaReyes. Meza
sentenced five members of the Guatemalan Republican
Front (FRG) for discrimination against Nobel Peace Prize
winner RigobertaMenchu. He a so sentenced aformer
member of the Presidential Security Service, Eduvijes
FunesVedasguez, to sixteen yearsin prison for assaulting
newspaper president Jose Rubén Zamora.

The Supreme Court of Justice ordered security
for thejudgeand iscurrently investigating theincident.
Preliminary investigationsindicatethat membersof thetri-
buna Mezadirectshad been threstened monthsbeforehand.

H1JOS Member Receives Death Threat

In acommuniqué sent out on August 20, the
organization Children for Identity and Justice Against
Forgetting and Silence (HIJOS) reported that member
Francisco Sanchez M éndez received adesth threat from
an unknown source. Sanchez received the telephone
threat at hishomewithin twenty-four hoursof returning
from the 16" World Festival of Youth and Studentsin
Caracas, Venezuela.

Sanchez wasasothevictim of an attempted kid-
napping on May 7 of thisyear, only five days after the
second break-in to the organization’s office. The
organization is holding the Guatemal an government
responsible by omission for any physical or psycho-
logical attack on Sanchez or other HIJOS members.

SololaMayor Threatened

OnAugust 9, theindigenous mayor of Solol3,
Dominga V asguez, reported threats and incidents of
discrimination directed against her by members of the
Departmental Council on Development, an organization

inwhich Vasguez represents the Kagchikel people of
theregion. V asquez accused Departmental Governor
JulioAddberto UrreaRuiz and Flavio Jaicom, Pedro Par,
Francisco Tambriz and Miguel Tzep, themayorsof San
Juan and Santa Clara La Laguna, Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacan and Nahua 4, respectively, of insulting her and
intimidating her. V dsquez saysthey accused her of incit-
ing thepublicandlabeled her an extremist because of her
rejection of the Central American Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA) and mining exploitationin theregion.

Thelndigenous Defense(DI), with headquarters
in Solold, condemned thissituation and argued that the
aforementioned authoritiesdid not havetheright tomake
unilatera decisionsfor theregion. Accordingtothehead
of DI, Santos M endoza, these attitudesare most harmful
to those officials whose image has already been
negatively affected by the constant persecution of socia
leaders.

Mayor of Retalhuleu ThreatensJournalists

Themayor of Retalhuleu, MariaElenaHida go,
isaccused of intimidating two journaists. Thevictims,
Tranquilino Piedrasanta, director of the news program
“Chichicaste’ and Marco Polo Villatoro, said that Hidago
hasthreatened Piedrasantawith death, putting hislifeat
risk and denying theright to freedom of expression. She
had previoudy closed down their community cultural and
news-radio programinretaliation for their criticism of
her adminigration.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Government Asksfor Pardon for Sudents Murders

In August of 1989, eleven members of the
Association of University Students (AEU) were ab-
ducted. Initsconclusionson the case, the Historical
Clarification Commission (CEH) confirmed that six of
them weretortured and executed. Theother fivevictims
remain disappeared.
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On August 29, sixteen years later, the
Presidentia Human Rights Commission (COPREDEH)
held a ceremony to recognize the state’srolein the
disappearances and murdersand to publicly honor the
victims. Thispublic recognitionwas negotiated between
the government and therelatives of thevictimsafter the
familiesbrought the casetothel nter-American Commission
onHumanRights(ICDH).

Mario Polanco, director of the Mutual Support
Group (GAM), emphasi zed that asking forgivenessisnot
enough. Thesurvivorsare demanding justice and
compensation aswell. GAM hopes that, together
with thereatives, they will beabletotakethecasetothe
Spanishjusticesystem.

State RecognizesResponsibility in Murder

COPREDEH aso held an event in Sacapulas,
Quichétointernationally recognizethe state'sroleinthe
murder of MariaMégia. Accordingtoacommuniquéfrom
COPREDEH, military commissionersextrajudicially
executed Maria Mejia on March 17, 1990. Her
husband, Pedro Castro Tojin, was also assaulted and a
number of her relativessuffered intimidationfor refusing
to participateinthecivil defense patrols (PACs).

Theinformationavailablesuggeststhat at thet time,
Mg iawasan activist who continuoudy spokeout against
participation inthe PACs. She suffered threats and
harassment by patrolmen and military commissioners
before shewasmurdered. Mejiawasrecognizedin her
community for her work on the Council of Ethnic
Communities” Runuje Junam” andthe Nationa Coordi-
nating Committee of Guatemalan Widows
(CONAVIGUA).

A group of thirty-nineresidentsof the Sacapulas
community of Paraxtut, led by Mejiasrelatives, had
initiated negotiationswith the Center for International
Justiceand Law (CEJIL) and I nter-American Commission
on Human Rights. 1n 1996, the Commission recom-
mended that the Guatemal an state promptly investigate
the case and compensatethevictims,

PDH OpensExhibit on Exhumations

Theregiond representative of theHuman Rights
Procurator’s Office (PDH) in Baja Verapaz opened the
first forum and photographic exhibition on exhumations.
Theevent took placeAugust 15-17 inthemunicipal hal,
with students, local government representatives, and

education officia spresent. Guillermo Mufioz, the PDH
representativein BajaVerapaz, stated that the program
amstofulfill therecommendationsof theHigarica Claification
Commission, specificaly toexposethesudentsto rel evant
historical information. Hea so noted that thisactivity had
the support of the Guatemal an Forensic Anthropol ogy
Foundation.

LandmineDeactivation Advances

The president of the Commission on Peace and
Landmine Deactivation, Victor Manuel Sales Ortiz,
reported that members of thecommissionvisited various
communitiesin the Petén in order to learn about the
advances of the landmine deactivation program. The
programiscurrently operating in areas affected by the
internal armed conflict. Thetechnica teamhasdiscovered
explogvesleft by theformer guerrillasandthearmy inthe
municipalitiesof Flores, laLibertad, SantaAna, Poptum,
SantaElenaand Dolores. They arecurrently deactivating
landminesin Sayaxché. Onthebasisof thereport, the
president predictsthat landminedeactivationwill conclude
in September. The numbers currently exceed sixty
explosivedevices, including hand grenades and explo-
sivesof 40 to 81 millimeters; and 105 and 500 pounds.
They asofound acachewith remainsof minesinside.

The teams will conclude their work in
Chimaltenango, Solola, Sacatepéquez and Escuintlain
December. They will then declare Guatemal afree of
landmines

PNR Opens Regional Offices

Thismonth, the National Reparations Program
(PNR) beganthe processof registering thevictimsof the
internal armed conflictinthedepartmentswith the highest
ratesof human rightsviolationsand affected popul ations.
According tothedirector of the PNR, Fernando Cabrera,
the programwill beginwork thismonthin Huehuetenango,
Chimaltenango, Quiché, and Altaand BgjaVerapaz. At
theend of September, theprogramwill extendinto Zacapa,
Petén, Sololdand San Marcos. Thefirst phasewill focus
oncollectivereparations, including cultura restorationand
public recognition of thevictims.

HundredsAttend Openingin Quiché

With the attendance of hundreds of people, the
majority women, the regional headquarters of the
Nationa Reparations Program (PNR) wasinaugurated
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in SantaCruz del Quiché. RosalinaTuyuc, president of
the PNIR, reported that the next step will betheeconomic
compensation of survivorsand relatives of thevictims,
which she hopeswill begin within the next two months.
She pointed out that the survivorsare still demanding
justice against those responsible. Quichéwasone of
the areas most affected by theinternal armed conflict.
Sixty percent of thewar’svictimswereoriginaly from
that region.

PEACE ACCORDS

PDH to Observe Peace Accords

Representativesof human rightsinstitutionsand
theHuman Rights Procurator’ s Office set up anAdvisory
Observatory for the Peace Accords, which seeksto
evaluatetheir fulfillment and highlight the deficiencies
inthelr execution.

Theambassador of Holland in Guatemala, Bea
Ten Tusschar, reported that her government remainsopen
to financing projectsin Guatemala. Holland recently
agreedto providetwe vemillion eurosover the next four
years, to ensure the continuing work of human rights
organizationsinthecountry.

New Decree on the Peace Accor ds

Inasymbolic act, Vice President Eduardo Stein,
President of Congress Jorge Méndez Herbruger, and
congressional representative Pablo Monsanto, aformer
commandant of the Guatemal an Nationa Revolutionary
Union, all signed the decree of the Framework Law of
the PeaceAccords. Stein recognized that Guatemalahas
many deficienciesinthearea. Hebelievesthelaw will
permit the government to speed up some processeslaid
out inthe PeaceAccords, particularly thosethat pertain
to theexecutive branch, theindigenousagenda, and rural
development.

IndigenousL eader sExpressConcern

During the National Assembly Negotiations, the
indigenous communities of Totonicapan and
Quetzaltenango expressed concern over the lack of
progress on the Peace Accords and demanded that the
government expedite their implementation. During the
event held in Retalhuleu, the representative from this
department argued that the Peace A ccords have suffered
serious setbacks during Oscar Berger’ sadministration.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

UNI CEF Pleadsfor Rightsof I ndigenousChildren
The Ibero-American Meeting on Indigenous
Children’sRights, coordinated by the United Nations
Children’sFund (UNICEF), washeld in Madrid, Spain
from Jduly 7-8. Theindigenousadolescentsin attendance
represented seventeen Latin American countries. On
August 8, UNICEF recommended that the Guatemalan
government implement public policiesthat focuson the
deve opment of indigenouschildren. UNICEFemphasized
that indigenous children currently suffer fromdiscrimi-
nation, exclusonand thecontinud violation of their rights.

LAND RIGHTS

Extrajudicial Evictionin Quiché

Acting without an eviction order, soldiers de-
stroyed the homes of ten familiesthat werelocated on
the boundary of the closed military basein Santa Cruz
del Quiché. A group of fifteen soldiersacted under the
command of an official whowould not identify himself
and declined to comment. Anextension of theAdolfo V.
Hall Indtitute of the Xatingp community currently usesthe
base.

The conflict started weeks ago when military
personnel declared theland was property of the military
ingtitution. Theaffected familiesmaintainthat theland
belongsto them and that they have the papersto support
their dams. Onecommunity member mentioned that they
had tried to keep themilitary fromtaking their landinthe
1980s.

The community memberssought thehelp of the
Human Rights Procurator’s Office (PDH) and other
social organizations, after attemptsto meet with the
Military Ingtitutefailed.

Ricardo Ralll Rodriguez, of the PDH, pointed out
that dismantling the houseswas anillegal act, one not
backed by ajudicia order. He commented that the best
wal to resolvethe problemisthroughjudicial means, as
both groupsclaim the property.

Conflict Resolved on Baja Verapaz Finca
OnAugust 17, the campesinoswho liveand work

on Chivafinca (plantation) in Salamé, BgjaVerapaz held

four engineersand an administrator hostage asameans
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to pressure the owner, Juan Mines, to allow themto buy
parcelsof land.

A commission, which included representatives
from the regional Human Rights Procurator’s Office
(PDH), thegovernment land fund (FONTIERRAYS), and
the departmenta government, negotiated and resolved the
conflict. The campesinosasked the owner to sell them
the plotsthrough FONTIERRASinstead of converting
thelandinto smaller propertiesashe had intended.

Mining Agreement Reached

Thegovernment, the Catholic Church, and various
ecologicd organizationsreached apreliminary agreement
on governing conditionsfor mining exploitation. The
document states that the government must consult the
communitiesthat will beaffected by themining operations.
The consultations should be held through the Council
of Rural and Urban Development and the decision
of those communities must berespected. Inaddition,
the corporationsthat are authorized to carry out mining
activities must adhere to a strict code of environ-
mental practicesin order to protect the ecosystem and
the health of theresidents. The agreement also requests
that Congress declareamoratorium on exploration.

OnAugust 23, both Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini and
the Minister of Energy and Mines, LuisOrtiz, stressed
that the agreement was satisfactory, although it had to be
sent to the executive branch for approval.

CSJ EdablishesAgrarian Tribunals

The Supreme Court of Justicewill establish seven
agrarian tribunals at a cost of 700 million quetzales.
Becausethe court currently lacks sufficient resourcesto
createthetribunals, it isrequesting support from the
Minister of Public Finances. Thelocationsof thetribunds
aretentatively planned for thedepartmentsof Guatemala,
AltaVerapaz, 1zabal, Petén, Retal huleu, Jalapa, and
another yet to bedetermined. Thecourt will dsoincrease
the number of mediation centersto resolveland conflicts.
Twenty-five currently function in the country under the
leadership of expertsinthefield.

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

SPL C SuesUSForestry Companies
The Southern Poverty Law Center’sImmigrant
Justice Project (1JP) hasfiled three class-action lawsuits

on behalf of about 2,000 migrant farm workers from
Mexico and Guatemda. Threemgjor forestry companies,
Eller & SonsTreesInc., AlphaTrees SeriesLLC and
ExpressForestry, arecharged with exploiting theworkers,
most of whom traveled to the USwith temporary H-2B
work visas. ThelJP maintainsthat the campesinosare
not paid theminimumwageand work up to seventy hours
aweek without overtime pay. Theworkersassert that
their employershave not abided by their contract.

USOfficialsAddressHuman Trafficking

I n recent months, the Lee County Sheriff’sOffice
hasdiscovered thetrafficking of Central Americans, the
majority of whom originated in Guatemala. Inorder to
addresstheissue, officialsfromtheAttorney General’s
Office and the Sheriff’s Department plan to meet with
their counterpartsin Guatemala. Whilein Guatemaa, the
teamwill consult local authoritiesand lobby Guatemalan
members of congressfor stronger laws against human
trafficking.

I mmigrantsDemand Fulfillment of Promises
According to Juan Garciaof Immigrantsin
Action, morethan 400,000 Guatemal ansremain without
legd protectioninthe United States. Herepresented over
150 immigrant organi zations during a conference on
regional migration organized by the Central American
Parliament (PARLACEN). He noted that, since
September 11, repressive measureshaveincreased while
government promiseshaveremaned unfulfilled. Demands
mentioned by theorganizationsincludelegd consultation,
inter-institutiona coordination, asecretariat of migrants
inthe United States, and theright of immigrantsliving
abroadtovoteintheir countries eections.

CASE UPDATES

Convicted in Gerardi Case Seek Annulment
Thethreemen sentenced to twenty yearsin prison
for complicity inthe assassination of Monsignor Juan Jos2
Gerardi sought to annul the sentence handed down by the
Second Court of Appealson March 2. Inahearing
before the Supreme Court of Justice, the defense law-
yersargued that the evidence used to condemn thethree
men was based on the statement of awitness— Rubén
Chanax Sontay —wholied onfiveoccasions. ThePublic
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Prosecutor’s Office and the Archbishop’s Office on
Human Rights asked that the court uphold the March 22
sentence.

Mayor Stripped of Immunity

TheAppeals Court of Quetzaltenango stripped
Octavio Osorio Monjaras, mayor of Cuilco,
Huehuetenango, of immunity. Heisaccused of participating
intheriotsorganized by the Guatema an Republican Front
on July 24 and 25 of 2003. The prosecuting attorney,
Walter Robles, isrequesting an arrest warrant for abuse
of authority and premeditated murder.

FundsRecelved from Taiwan I nvestigated
President Oscar Berger announced that
Guatemala s Foreign Secretary to Taiwan will ask the
government of Taiwan for areport on the money sent to
former president Alfonso Portillo. Threechecksreceived
by Portillo from thegovernment of Taiwan, amounting to
$1.5million, wereintended for educational projectsbut
may never havereached their destination. Berger’s
administration hasrequested areport instead of actual
copiesof thechecks, indeferenceto Taiwan' ssovereignty.

OTHER INFORMATION

Gang ViolenceEruptsin Prisons

OnAugud 15, violencebrokeout betweenmembers
of therivadl gangsMaraSdvatruchaand Maral8invarious
prisonsand detention centersthroughout the country. The
first riot brokeout in Comisaria31, also called El Hoyon,
in Escuintla, whereeighteen died inthefighting. Intotal,
thirty-five prisonersdied infive prisonsand three minors
diedinonejuvenilecorrection center during theviolence.
Over eighty wereinjured. The maority were members
of Mara18. Accordingto prisoners’ statements, nine
membersof Mara Salvatruchaimprisoned in Comisaria
3linitiated the aggression against membersof Mara 18,
breaking atrucethat had existed between thetwo groups.

Complicity of AuthoritiesUnder I nvestigation
According to analysts such as Alejandro
Rodriguez of the Comparitive StudiesIngtitute, itisclear
that theriotswere planned with the support of Penitentiary
System employeesto favor the Salvatruchagang. A
criminal investigation of chiefs, guards, and other
penitentiary center personnel was announced on August

16 by Francisco de laPefia, General Director of the
Penitentiary System. “Peoplewho occupy any position
are subject to investigation becauseit is necessary to
determineif they arerespons bleby action or ommisson,”
hesaid. TheMinistry of thelnterior isalsoinvestigating
two or three guards accused of facilitating the entry
of weaponsand grenadesinto Comisaria31in Escuintla

Vice President Eduardo Stein admitted on
August 18 that he had received information beforethe
riots. Stein said he believed the violence was planned
outside of the penal centers, beyond the organization of
thegangs. He added that the gang memberscould have
had the support of organized crime, and that the Ministry
of theInterior wasinvestigating thepossibility.

Officials Fear Revenge on the Streets

Thetwenty-two gang membersof Mara18who
werehospitalized after theriotswarned that the deaths of
other memberswould not go unpunished. “Membersof
the Sal vatruchagang broke the pact [ of no aggression
cdled El Sur], and now they should pay the consequences,”
said one of them. “We know who they were, and our
vengeancewill beginwiththeir relativesand will continue
withthem,” warned another.

Faced with the possibility of further violence, the
Minister of the Interior, CarlosVielmann, prepared by
mobilizingal security forcesandidentifying potentid con-
flict areasthroughout the country. Vielmann reported that
thereissomesuspicionthat MaraSavatruchacouldrecaive
support from gang membersin El Salvador and Honduras.
Thegovernment plansto seek hepfrom gang rehatilitation
professionalsto promoteatruce, at least insdethe pris-
ons.

| EC SeeksProtection for GangMembers

The Comparative StudiesIngtitute asked that the
| nter-American Commission on Human Rights (CIDH)
grant protective measuresto imprisoned gang members.
Algandro Rodriguez, of the Comparative Studies| ndtitute,
explained that the measureswererequested after theriots
onAugust 15. Henoted that state agents—penitentiary
guards—were the oneswho brought the weaponsinto
theprisons.

In 2003, the CIDH ordered the Guatemalan
government to take protective measureson behdf of gang
members, given the overcrowded and degrading con-
ditionsin prisons.
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One-fifth of PoliceCommit Crimes

Thedirector of theNational Civil Police(PNC),
Edwin Sperisen, announced that oneinevery five PNC
agentsisinvolvedinillicit activities. Sperisensaidthat the
low sdary could beonefactor that contributesto corruption,
athough headded that thosewho commit crimesdo so by
nature.

1,897 Feminicides, Only Five Solved

OnAugust 22, theAssociation of Survivorsand
Rdativesof Victimsof ViolenceAga nst Women presented
itscampai gn to encourage Guatema ansto demand justice
incasesof violenceagainst women. Of the 1,897 murders
of women reported between January 2001 and July 2005,
only five have been solved. The campaign urges
Guatemalansto report incidents and monitor their
reports, in spiteof dow judicial processes. According
to MariaElenaPeralta, amember of theassociation and
thesster of amurdered university student, theintentionis
to pressure thestatefor improved security for womenand
for respectfor lifeingenerd. Theassociationwill distribute
posters and pamphletsin seven languages, six of them
Mayan, which call on the population to fight for the
investigation of these casesand the prosecution of those
responsible.

Rates of Violence Remain High

Themost recent survey by CID/Gallup revealed
that crimeisthe principal problem identified by
Guatemalans. Twoinevery fivehomesin Guatemala
City haveamember who hasbeenavictimof crimeinthe
last four months; at the national level therateisonein
every four homes. Unfortunately, thecurrent rateiswithin
the norm that reached its height in December 2004 and
had itslowest point in July 2003.

According tothesurvey, unemployment (et thirty-
one percent), the economy (at twenty-six percent), and
thehigh cost of living (at nineteen percent) arethe other
primary concerns. Corruption occupiesthefifth place,
withfifteen percent.

Violent Murdersof Youth Increase

Accordingto datafrom CasaAlianzaobtainedin
the morgues of thejudiciary, 160 men and women, the
maj ority minorsunder age eighteen, wereviolently killed
inthefirst half of thisyear. The cause of death varied,

including head injuries, asphixiation, knifewounds, and
decapitation. The maority werekilled with firearms.
Morethan haf of thevictimswerefrommarginal areasof
the department of Guatemala and the municipality of
Amdtitlan.

Approximately 103 deaths were registered in
2004 between January and May, whilethisyear the
number hasincreased by forty percent. ClaudiaRivera,
of CasaAlianza, said that these murdersare the product
of socia cleansing orchestrated by organized crimeand
someresdents.

Riveraarguesthat certain mediasourcesusegory
imagesto dehumanizetheyouth and encouragethepublic's
prejudicesagaing thevictims, themgjority of whomhave
tattoos on various parts of their body. Shesaid that the
authoritiesshould investigate theincidentsand prosecute
thoseresponsible.

US SuspectsKaibileson the Bor der

The San Antonio Express News reported that
the US government suspectsagroup of former kaibiles—
an elite Guatemalan commando unit trained in
counterinsurgency tactics—of collaborating with one of
the most notorious M exican drug cartels. According to
the Texas newspaper, the Homeland Security Department
has warned South Texas law enforcement officers,
particularly the Border Patrol, that agroup of thirty
former kaibilesmay betraining an armed paramilitary
branch of the Gulf Cartel, known asthe Zetas, onaranch
south of McAllen. Asof yet, these suspicionsremain
unsubstantiated.

The Guatemalan Minister of Defense, Carlos
AldanaVillanueva, and the Director of the Army
I nformation Department, Jorge Antonio Ortega, reject
theideathat the alleged operations are connected to the
state. On the other hand, Aldanadoes not rule out the
possibility that some Guatema ans could be collaborating
withtheMexican drug cartels.

PoliceArchivesFound

Theregional representativefor humanrightsin
Rabinal, Baja Verapaz, hasreportedly found archives
belonging to the disbanded National Police, in poor
conditioninthemunicipal prison. Recordslikethese
could beusedto compilelistsof victimsof theinternal
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armed conflict. Rabina, SanMiguel Chicg), and Cubulco
weretheregionswith the highest rates of disappearances.

HouseArrest Redefined for Rios M ontt

Being under house arrest will not prevent the
leader of the Guatema an Republican Front (FRG), former
dictator Efrain RiosMontt, fromvisiting hisbasesin other
regionsof the country. After Judge Victor Hugo Herrera
granted him permission to leave the department of
Guatemaafor twenty days, Rios Montt began to meet
with hisdepartmenta and municipal secretaries. Hehas
aready traveled through Escuintla, Suchitepéquez, and
Huehuetenango and plansto visit the eastern part of the
country aswell. Zury Rios, hisdaughter, said that the
timewill beused to hold seminarsand swear inofficials
who will trainthe bases. The FRG leadersdo not hide
thefact that thesevisitsare part of the party’ sstrategy for
the 2007 elections.

Walter Robles, alawyer inthe case onthe FRG
riotsof July 24 and 25 of 2003, hasapped ed thejudge’'s
decison. Roblesarguesthat thedecision violatesthelaw
and that those under house arrest should remain at home.

Rooselvelt Hospital WorkersStrike

Surgicd operationsand out patient serviceswere
suspended at Roosevet Hospitd fromAugust 18-23. The
res dent doctorsand speciaistswere demanding recovery
roomsin the adult, pediatric and gynecology units,
equipment for the operation rooms, higher salariesfor
surgeons, and more anesthesiologistson staff. Services
wereresumed after negotiationsinwhich theMinistry of
Health met some of the hospital workers' demands.

AMQ ProtestsLaw of Concessions

On August 8, hundreds of teachers in
Quetzatenango protested the Law of Concessionsinan
effort to convince Congressto reject the bill. The
protestors, with the support of campesinos and
union members, occupied the highway that connects
Quetzaltenango and Guatemala City. According to
Mildred Granados, a member of the Teachers’
A ssoci ation of Quetzaltenango (AMQ), theassociation
decided to protest when they discovered that the
government was holding adialogueinahotel to discuss
alternative meansto approvethe Law of Concessions.

Head of Military High Command Fired

Generd Juorge Hugo FloresArana, former head
of theMilitary High Command, wasfired and General
Francisco Bermudez Amado assumed his place on
September 1. FloresAranaallegedly opposed thejoint
security operations between the army and the National
Civil Police.

GuatemalansGraduatein Cuba

After six yearsof study and dedication to socia
service work in nineteen regions of Suchitepéquez,
Reta hulehu, and Petén, 150 Guatema ansgraduated from
the Latin American School of Medicinein LaHabana,
Cuba. The Minister of Health, Mario Bolafios, and
representatives of twenty L atin American and Caribbean
countries attended the ceremony. Mario Gudiel,
Viceminister of Health, commented that there are
bureaucratic and legal barriers preventing the full
incorporation of the recent graduatesin Guatemala, but
he assured them that the government and the University
of San Carlos(USAC) will resolvetheissue.

Thenew Guatema an doctorshave committed to
serving poor rural communitiesin need of basic health
services, many of them benefiting from the presenceof a
doctor for thefirst time.

Government Plansfor CAFTA-DR

On August 10, the Minister of the Economy,
Marcio Cuevas, announced the government’ s strategic
plan, following the gpproval of the Central AmericaFree
TradeAgreement (CAFTA-DR). Cuevasreported that
the ministry will work with small and medium-sized
corporationsto encourage associations and to ensure
that they canincrease trade volume. Seminarswill be
given to enable businessmen to access information
el ectronically. Additionally, they will seek thesupport of
Congress, banks, and the Monetary Juntato facilitate
accesstoloans.

Now Available: Juana Ana Café
Delicious fair trade, shade-grown, organic coffee.
$7.00
All purchases benefit the coffee cooperative in
San Lucas Toliman and GHRC/USA.

contact infodoc@ghre-usa.org to order
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.

Y Editor: Pat Davis (pdavis@ghrc-usa.org)
‘\\ Additional assistance: Tessa Coronado and Liesl Schumacher

ISSN #1085-0864

3321 12th Street NE Washington DC 20017 Tel - 202-529-6599 Fax - 202-526-4611
www.ghrc-usa.org ghrc-usa@ghrc-usa.org

3I98SSBJ\ BpUIT BASNN By} JO AIeSIdAlUUY IS4 AU} UO JudWajelS  :1Jasuj

QUi suosiad ul sydni3 adud|oIp ﬁuego
i yaINd U1 uonaIAg [eldIpnfenx3 o
/R SI9pINN Sludpni§ lJoj uopied 10} SYSY JUIWUIBA0Y o
oo Jealyl yieaq SoAlsday Jaqual SOfIH o
oo paxoelly ase) NYIuay ul abpnro
*'3JAISNI
/T00Z DA ‘uolbuiysep
IN B2NIS UIZT TZES

VSN/UOKSSILWWOD [y
Sybry uvewnH |

BlRWDIRNS) §




