GUATEMALA

HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSION/USA

VOICELESS SPEAK FUND
Guidelines for 2011 Application
Application Deadline
July 15, 2011
Grant Amount
Up to $5,000 can be assigned to individuals who qualify for a period of one year. The grant follows the fiscal year calendar from July 1 to June 30. 

Requirements 

The applicant must be Guatemalan and a survivor of human rights abuses. They must be actively working in the United States (or in the United States and Guatemala) to publicize human rights conditions in Guatemala or has expressed a strong interest on that topic.  
The individual must be associated with the committee for refugee assistance, human rights groups, or other organizations that can help the individual in their activities. The primary factor in the grant decision-making process is the amount of time dedicated by the individual to human rights work in Guatemala.  

Application Process
The application must be submitted in writing and must include the name, address, and personal experiences in Guatemala pertaining to human rights of the applicant. GHRC needs to know the legal status of the applicant (this will not affect in any way the applicant’s chances of receiving the grant), employment status, financial necessities and other forms of income. In order to facilitate our understanding of the human rights activities that the applicant will be participating in, a detailed description of these activities should be included in the proposal. The average of hours per week (proposed or actual) that will be utilized by the applicant for human rights work in Guatemala and the approximate length of time the applicant will need in order to complete their work must be specified. 
TWO references must be provided. The application is attached. Please only use the space given.  
Decision
All decisions regarding applicant requirements and grants are the responsibility of the GHRC Board of Directors.

Distribution of Funds
The applicants will be notified of his or her grant by mail before August 30th. The grant will be given to the applicant to cover daily expenses. 
Recipient Follow-up
When receiving a grant from the Voiceless Speak Fund, both a mid-term report and final report are required for programs that exceed the 120 day minimum. For programs of shorter length, only a final report will be required. These reports must be completed by the applicant or another person within the organization. The reports should describe the activities that the individual has worked on in order to publicize the human rights condition in Guatemala. The official report forms will be granted by GHRC. 
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