February 9, 2011

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW Suite 5906
Washington, DC 20520

Secretary Janet Napolitano
Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Clinton and Secretary Napolitano:

We write to express our support for the approval of Temporary Protected Status for Guatemalans in the
U.S. The crisis created by the eruption of Volcano Pacaya and Tropical Storm Agatha at the end of May
2010 has created a situation which necessitates humanitarian action by the U.S. government.
Guatemalan President Alvaro Colom formally made a TPS request on June 4, 2010. His request
deserves the same consideration that other nations have been given in the past when confronted with
severe natural disasters.

The tropical storms over the past six months and the accompanying landslides and floods have affected
nearly 500,000 people to date and resulted in at least 274 deaths. Economic damage has reached U.S.
$1.55 billion, or 4.1% of Guatemala’s GDP. Organizations in Guatemala continue to document severe
economic hardship for many communities, as well as increased abuses, particularly against women. Civil
society affirms that the Guatemalan government has not had the resources or capacity to implement a
swift or effective recovery for its citizens in the aftermath of the storms and it would be difficult for the
government to support the return of more Guatemalans should their deportation from the United States
continue.

Guatemala’s request for TPS status has governmental and popular support across the United States.
Senator John Kerry, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, wrote to President Obama in
July 2010, strongly urging him to grant Guatemalans Temporary Protected Status “like we have for others
facing similar crises — it is the only fair thing to do.”

In October 2010, the Chicago City Council unanimously passed a resolution in support of Guatemala’s
request for TPS. The resolution stressed that “support of the international community, including that of the
United States, is crucial for Guatemala's recovery, and as part of this support, granting Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for a period of eighteen months to Guatemalans currently living in the United
States would provide significant economic and humanitarian benefits.” Furthermore, the resolution
recognized the important role TPS would play to “relieve pressures on basic service infrastructures that
have been damaged, assist the Guatemalan government to focus its resources on those in dire need of
assistance, and restore peace of mind for a people who have already suffered more than their share of
hardship.”

In December 2010, the World Bank also recognized the devastating impacts of the series of natural
disasters between June and September by approving a US$100 million loan to provide emergency
assistance to preserve health and education services.

While monetary support will be important for maintaining teacher salaries and keeping health centers
open in affected areas, neither domestic programs nor international support is set up to provide adequate
support to Guatemalans who have been deported back to storm-affected communities. In 2010, there
were over 29,000 Guatemalans deported from the U.S. That number is estimated to increase in 2011.

Furthermore, hundreds of thousands of Guatemalan families depend on remittances now more than ever
for basic survival. Secretary Napolitano, in your address on the importance of immigration reform in



November 2009, you spoke of the need to “bring people out of the shadows” to increase the number of
people working legally in the U.S. and becoming “full-paying taxpayers.” You also stressed the need to
have an immigration system that works and that people can trust. This should apply not only to the
development of functional border security and law enforcement, but also to the just and appropriate
implementation of the humanitarian tools built into the system to respond to emergency conditions in
other countries.

TPS would allow Guatemalans currently in the U.S. to have access to legal work permits and continue to
send money home, thereby relieving stress on domestic resources and decreasing the likelihood and
necessity of increased migration to the U.S.

The United States should strongly consider providing the same protections to Guatemalan citizens as it
has to neighboring countries El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, among others, who have received
Temporary Protected Status after natural disasters.

In support of the Guatemalan community, we urge you to approve President Colom’s request for TPS for
an initial period of 18 months to allow families in the U.S. both a reprieve from deportations and access to

more a stable income while the nation begins to implement its plans for recovery.

Sincerely,

Kelsey Alford-Jones

Acting Director

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA
Washington, DC

Maureen Meyers

Senior Associate for Mexico and Central
America

Washington Office on Latin America
Washington, DC

Christian Ramirez

National Coordinator

American Friends Service Committee
Philadelphia, PA

Jennifer Morley

Executive Director

Tenants and Workers United
Alexandria, VA

Lara Barth

Grassroots Network Liaison

Network in Solidarity with the People of
Guatemala

Oakland, CA

Stephen Coats

Executive Director

US Labor Education in the Americas Project
(USLEAP)

Chicago, IL

Pax Christi Metro DC-Baltimore

Lupita Aguila Arteaga
Executive Director
STITCH

Washington, DC

Annie Bird
Co-Director
Rights Action
Washington, DC

Wayne S. Smith

Senior Fellow

Center for International Policy
Washington, DC

Katherine Hughes-Fraitekh
Executive Director

Peace Brigades International-USA
Washington, DC

Marie Dennis

Director

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns
Washington, DC

Erasmo Morales

President

Guatemala Peace and Development Network
(GPDN/RPDG)

New York, NY

Iris Contreras
President
Casa Del Migrante, Las Vegas. NV



Azalea Ryckman
Co-founder
Mujeres Abriendo Caminos

Lucia Munoz

Founder and Executive Director

MIA, Mujeres Iniciando en las Americas
USA and Guatemala

Gladys Vega
Executive Director
Chelsea Collaborative
Chelsea, MA

Damaris Lopez
Programs Coordinator
Agencia ALPHA
Boston, MA

Magalis Troncoso Lama
Director & Founder

Dominican Development Center
Jamaica Plain, MA

Antonio Amaya Iraheta
Director

La Comunidad, Inc.
Everett, MA

Julio Villasenor
President
S.0.S. Immigration International Corp.

Guatemala Scholar’s Network, addendum

Steering Committee:

Abigail Adams, Central Connecticut State
University

Avery Dickins de Giron, Vanderbilt University
Virginia Burnett, University of Texas at Austin
Tom Offit, Baylor University

Ted Fischer, Vanderbilt University

Todd Little-Siebold, College of the Atlantic
Debra Rodman, Randolph-Macon College
Jennifer Burrell, SUNY, Albany

Rachel Hall-Clifford, PhD, MPH, MSc
NAPA-OT Field School, Guatemala

Beatriz Manz
University of California, Berkeley

Tim Wallace
NC State University

Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston
Director
Disciples Justice Action Network

William Houghton
Guatemala Solidarity Committee Boston
Boston, MA

Christopher L. Chiappari
Coordinator
Kloeck-Jenson Endowment for Peace & Justice

Dr. Ruth A. Doran

Executive Director

The Guatemalan Maya Center
Lake Worth, Florida

Marilyn Moors
President of the Board
Maya Educational Foundation

Sr. Nancy J. Wellmeier
Pastoral Maya, USA

Carrie Kuehl,

Coordinator

Amnesty International local group 361
Albany, NY

Dr. Priscilla Johnson
St. Vincent de Paul Charity
Holy Cross Catholic Church Indiantown, FL

David Carey Jr.
University of Southern Maine

Shannon Drysdale Walsh
University of Notre Dame

Christine Hughes
Carleton University

Megan Ybarra
Willamette University

Susanne Jonas
University of California, Santa Cruz

Bruce Calder
University of lllinois at Chicago



Monica DeHart
University of Puget Sound

Timothy J. Smith
Appalachian State University

Andrea Dewees
University of Michigan

Dr. Maury Hutcheson
School of World Studies/Global Education
Virginia Commonwealth University

John D. Early
Florida Atlantic university

Deborah Greebon
Monitoring and Evaluation Manager
Management Systems International

Elizabeth Oglesby
University of Arizona

Liliana R Goldin
Florida International University

CC:

Senator Harry Reid

Congressman Raul Grijalva
Congressman Luis Gutierrez
Congressman Xavier Becerra
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
Congresswoman Yvette Clarke
Congressman Chaka Fattah
Congressman Mike Capuano
Congressman Barney Frank
Congressman Ed Markey
Congressman Jim Moran
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney
Congresswoman Shelley Berkley
Congressman Frank Wolf
Congressman Chris Smith

John P. Hawkins
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.

Erin Beck
Brown University

Lisa Maya Knauer

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Fulbright Scholar 2011 (Universidad del Valle,
Guatemala)

Roselyn Costantino
Penn State University

C. Matt Samson
Davidson College

Dr. Patricia Harms
Brandon University

Keith A. Haynes
The College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY

Jenise DePinto
The College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY



